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Fill Your Own Cup Year Two
June Sessions — Mishna Avot — Ethics of our Ancestors
Chapter 4
1) Mishna Avot 4:20 5:7 NIaAN Tawn

Elisha ben Abuyah said: He who learns when a child, to what is he
compared? To ink written upon a new writing sheet. And he who learns
when an old man, to what is he compared? To ink written on an erased
writing sheet.

Rabbi Yose ben Judah a man of Kfar Ha-babli said: She who learns
from the young, to what is she compared? To one who eats unripe grapes,
and drinks wine from one’s vat; And she who learns from the old, to what
is she compared? To one who eats ripe grapes, and drinks old wine.

Rabbi Meir said: Don’t look at the container but at that which is in it:
there is a new container full of old wine, and an old [container] in which
there is not even new [wine].
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2) Avot DeRebbe Natan 6:2

What were Rabbi Akiva's beginnings?

It is said: He was forty years old, and he had not yet studied a thing. One
time, while standing by the mouth of a well.

He inquired, "Who hollowed out this stone?"

They said to him: It was water falling upon it consistently every single
day." They said: "Akiva, haven't you read that 'water wears away stone’
(Job 14:19)? -

At that, Rabbi Akiva created a Kal Vachomer (deduced for himself) :
If the soft can hollow out the hard, how much more so will words of
Torah that are hard as iron will engrave my heart, which is mere flesh.
He immediately returned to learn Torah.

He and his son went to sit with those who teach children.

He said: Rebbe — teach me Torah!

Rabbi Akiva took hold of one end of a child’s tablet, and his son of the
other end. The teacher wrote down alef and bet for him, and he learned
them; alef to tav, and he learned them; the book of Leviticus, and he
learned it. He went on studying until he learned the whole Torah.

Then he went and sat before Rabbi Eliezer and Rabbi Joshua. "My
masters," he said, "reveal the sense of Mishnah to me."

When they told him one halakhah, he went off to reason with himself.
This alef, he wondered, what was it written for? That bet - what was it
written for? This teaching - what was it uttered for? He kept coming
back, kept inquiring of Rabbi Eliezer and Rabbi Joshua, until he reduced
his teachers to silence.
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3) Babylonian Talmud Hagigah 15a W A0 9923 TN
Our rabbis taught: Once Aher was riding on a horse on Shabbat, and R. Meir 2577 AW IR AWYA: 112710
was walking behind him to learn Torah from him. 7900 PRA 27 7O ,NAwa 007 DY
Aher said to him: "Meir, turn back (hebrew - return), for I have already 9 MR 9O 77N TIRDY PN
measured by the footsteps of my horse that thus far extends the Shabbat limit." NIV N2DW ,TIRD M, R
(There is a limit of 2000 cubits surrounding the city that one may not cross on .N2W 2NN IR 7Y "010 "pya
Shabbat - y.e.) 72 A ANKR AR D MR
He replied: "Then you too should return!" 725 177 NAR 920 KDY S0 R
Aher answered: "I have already told you that I have already heard from behind 0°12 12W T3 MINRA NYAY
the curtain, Return , rebellious children (Jeremiah 3:22) - except Aher." ONRA YN - 002w

4) Rabba Rachel Kohl Feingold, If Only

https://www.sefaria.org/sheets/338526?lang=bi

Rabbi Yitz Greenberg explains that this last line is here to challenge the previous two teachings. We may think
that we need to be young in order to be a student, and we may think that only the elders have something to teach.
But in reality, there are young people who have wisdom beyond their years. There are older people who have the
curiosity and openness of the young. Do not judge a wine by its vessel!

This teaching begins by acknowledging our instinct towards “if only”. If only I were younger, I would be able to
study. If only I were older, I would have something to teach. But R’ Meir is recognizing that saying “if only” is
not necessary. These limitations need not hold us back.
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