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Fill Your Own Cup Year Two - Omer Series — Moshe’s Leadership

Session Three — Moshe Prays for the Egyptian

|. Moshe Prays for Egypt Four Times
A. y198- Frogs

1) Exodus 7:25 - 8:11

When seven days had passed after God struck the Nile,

God said to Moses, “Go to Pharaoh and say to him, ‘Thus says God: Let
My people go that they may worship Me.

If you refuse to let them go, then | will plague your whole country with
frogs.

The Nile shall swarm with frogs, and they shall come up and enter your
palace, your bedchamber and your bed, the houses of your courtiers
and your people, and your ovens and your kneading bowls.

The frogs shall come up on you and on your people and on all your
courtiers.”...

Then Pharaoh summoned Moses and Aaron and said, “Plead with God to
remove the frogs from me and my people, and I will let the people go to
sacrifice to God.”

And Moses said to Pharaoh, “You may have this triumph over me: for
what time shall | plead in behalf of you and your courtiers and your
people, that the frogs be cut off from you and your houses, to remain
only in the Nile?”

“For tomorrow,” he replied. And [Moses] said, “As you say—that you
may know that there is none like God our God; the frogs shall retreat
from you and your courtiers and your people; they shall remain only in
the Nile.”

Then Moses and Aaron left Pharaoh'’s presence, and Moses cried out to
God in the matter of the frogs which God had inflicted upon Pharaoh.
And God did as Moses asked; the frogs died out in the houses, the
courtyards, and the fields.

And they piled them up in heaps, till the land stank.

But when Pharaoh saw that there was relief, he became stubborn and
would not heed them, as God had spoken.

Y9N N2 NYION I NN
N nbw -n-v N M3 vbu »ON)
9372y 2Py

N IIIN MIN NIYY NPN INNDN)
D’)’T'\SSJ -[bm 99NN

INDY oY) DOYTION NN \n\m
EP)\0Jan bm J22Y0 1IN 722
TN THY -p-r:ly 223

L PDIINYN

WOND) 13N Y 1990 N)
02979957 3099 A INI1VPY
oY NN fmbwm I 23899
IR

Y INONN NYI9Y NYn '\mm
-m»bw -p'r:lybw ‘[b PRYN | mnb
P71 TN DYTIONN 109
;YNNG 02

WY -‘r\:rr: "mu"n 'mnb 'mn'n
ﬂ’ﬁ%m ‘IZM D’l."!‘!%? "]??
ﬂnu\v‘n N2 P TRV -p-r:vm
a»yﬁnsﬂ 137759 NIAIN AU
Y195 OYIUN

NN YN 9219 1IN WY
NINODM ORIV OYTI9¥D
DTV

D20 DINN DHX )2
NIND

aom+ m‘n NN %9 NP9 NN
127 1UND DAYR YRV N9 139N
M

YNIM

(S

B. a9y — Wild Animals (JPS translates as Insects)

2) Exodus 8:16 - 28

And God said to Moses, “Early in the morning present yourself to
Pharaoh, as he is coming out to the water, and say to him, ‘Thus says
God: Let My people go that they may worship Me.

For if you do not let My people go, | will let loose swarms of insects
against you and your courtiers and your people and your houses; the
houses of the Egyptians, and the very ground they stand on, shall be
filled with swarms of insects...

Pharaoh said, “I will let you go to sacrifice to God your God in the
wilderness; but do not go very far. Plead, then, for me.”
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And Moses said, “When | leave your presence, | will plead with God
that the swarms of insects depart tomorrow from Pharaoh and his
courtiers and his people; but let not Pharaoh again act deceitfully, not
letting the people go to sacrifice to God.”

So Moses left Pharaoh’s presence and pleaded with God.

And God did as Moses asked: He removed the swarms of insects
from Pharaoh, from his courtiers, and from his people; not one
remained.But Pharaoh became stubborn this time also, and would not
let the people go.
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C. 793 — Hail

3) Exodus 9:13 - 25

God said to Moses, “Early in the morning present yourself to Pharaoh
and say to him, ‘Thus says God, the God of the Hebrews: Let My people
go to worship Me. For this time | will send all My plagues upon your
person, and your courtiers, and your people, in order that you may know
that there is none like Me in all the world.

| could have stretched forth My hand and stricken you and your people
with pestilence, and you would have been effaced from the earth.
Nevertheless | have spared you for this purpose: in order to show you

My power, and in order that My fame may resound throughout the world.

Yet you continue to thwart My people, and do not let them go!

This time tomorrow | will rain down a very heavy hail, such as has not
been in Egypt from the day it was founded until now.

Therefore, order your livestock and everything you have in the open
brought under shelter; every man and beast that is found outside, not
having been brought indoors, shall perish when the hail comes down
upon them!™...

Thereupon Pharaoh sent for Moses and Aaron and said to them, “I
stand guilty this time. God is in the right, and | and my people are in the

wrong.
Plead with God that there may be an end of God's thunder and of hail. |

will let you go; you need stay no longer.”

Moses said to him, “As | go out of the city, | shall spread out my hands
to God; the thunder will cease and the hail will fall no more, so that you
may know that the earth is God's.

But | know that you and your courtiers do not yet fear God God.”"—

Now the flax and barley were ruined, for the barley was in the ear and
the flax was in bud;

but the wheat and the emmer were not hurt, for they ripen late.—
Leaving Pharaoh, Moses went outside the city and spread out his hands
to God: the thunder and the hail ceased, and no rain came pouring down
upon the earth.

But when Pharaoh saw that the rain and the hail and the thunder had
ceased, he became stubborn and reverted to his guilty ways, as did his
courtiers.

So Pharaoh’s heart stiffened and he would not let the Israelites go, just
as God had foretold through Moses.
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4) Exodus 10:1-20

Then God said to Moses, “Hold out your arm over the land of Egypt
for the locusts, that they may come upon the land of Egypt and eat up

all the grasses in the land, whatever the hail has left.”

So Moses held out his rod over the land of Egypt, and God drove an
east wind over the land all that day and all night; and when morning

came, the east wind had brought the locusts.

Locusts invaded all the land of Egypt and settled within all the
territory of Egypt in a thick mass; never before had there been so

many, nor will there ever be so many again.

They hid all the land from view, and the land was darkened; and they )2
ate up all the grasses of the field and all the fruit of the trees which
the hail had left, so that nothing green was left, of tree or grass of the

field, in all the land of Egypt....

Pharaoh hurriedly summoned Moses and Aaron and said,

guilty before God your God and before you.

Forgive my offense just this once, and plead with God your God that

He but remove this death from me.”
So he left Pharaoh’s presence and pleaded with God.

God caused a shift to a very strong west wind, which lifted the locusts
and hurled them into the Sea of Reeds; not a single locust remained in

all the territory of Egypt.

But God stiffened Pharaoh’s heart, and he would not let the Israelites

go.
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Il. What is the nature of Moshe’s Prayer?

5) Abarbanel, Exodus 7:26

It seems to me that Moshe Rabbeinu said to Pharaoh on
his own, without a divine command, “Glorify yourself over
me: for what time shall | plead on behalf of you, etc.,” and
Pharaoh replied “tomorrow.” Therefore, Moshe was afraid
that perhaps God's will was that the plague of frogs
should last for seven days, just as it did for the plague of
blood, and that Moshe truncated its length without divine
permission. For this reason, he needed to cry out to God
that God fulfill the words of God’s servant....

The cry of Moshe is like the cry of Eliyahu Hanavi on Mt.
Carmel, in that he entered into a trial without God’s word,
he needed to pray extensively that God will agree with his
behavior. And the Torah here mentions that God did as
Moshe said to Pharaoh, because God fulfills the words of
God's servant, the faithful one of God's house.
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6) Sefat Emet Shmot 5653 290 MNPY NN NIV

I heard from my Grandfather — that through all of the
language that is written about the Makkot, that is how the
ten languages of Prayer are created. And this is like the
idea that speech itself was in exile, and it needed a
correction. That is why we need to connect between the
(blessing of) Geulah (redemption) and Tefillah (the
Amidah prayer). Because through the leaving of Egypt, the
mouths of the Jewish people were opened....
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7) Exodus 10:21 - 32

Then God said to Moses, “Hold out your arm toward the sky that there may
be darkness upon the land of Egypt, a darkness that can be touched.”
Moses held out his arm toward the sky and thick darkness descended upon
all the land of Egypt for three days.

People could not see one another, and for three days no one could get up
from where he was; but all the Israelites enjoyed light in their dwellings.
Pharaoh then summoned Moses and said, “Go, worship God! Only your
flocks and your herds shall be left behind; even your children may go with
you.”

But Moses said, “You yourself must provide us with sacrifices and burnt
offerings to offer up to God our God;

our own livestock, too, shall go along with us—not a hoof shall remain
behind: for we must select from it for the worship of God our God; and we
shall not know with what we are to worship God until we arrive there.”

But God stiffened Pharaoh'’s heart and he would not agree to let them go.
Pharaoh said to him, “Be gone from me! Take care not to see me again, for
the moment you look upon my face you shall die.”

And Moses replied, “You have spoken rightly. | shall not see your face
again”!
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