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Fill Your Own Cup Year Two - Omer Series — Moshe’s Leadership

Session V: The Second Tablets, Moshe’s Death

1) Dr. Sue Johnson, “Love Sense: The Revolutionary New Science of Romantic Relationships” (2013)

Loving is a process that constantly moves from harmony to disharmony, from mutual attunement and
responsiveness to misattunement and disconnection—and back again... It’s important to emphasize that
misattunement is not a sign of lack of love or commitment. It is inevitable and normal; in fact, it is startlingly
common. Ed Tronick of Harvard Medical School, who has spent years absorbed in monitoring the interactions
between mother and child, finds that even happily bonded mothers and infants miss each other’s signals fully 70
percent of the time. Adults miss their partner’s cues most of the time, too! We all send unclear signals and
misread cues. We become distracted, we suddenly shift our level of emotional intensity and leave our partner
behind, or we simply overload each other with too many signals and messages...\We are sorely mistaken if we

believe that love is about always being in tune.

What matters is if we can repair tiny moments of misattunement and come back into harmony. Bonding is an
eternal process of renewal. Relationship stability depends not on healing huge rifts but on mending the constant

small tears.

2) Exodus 32:1-19

When the people saw that Moses was so long in coming down from the
mountain, the people gathered against Aaron and said to him, “Come, make
us a god who shall go before us, for that fellow Moses—the man who
brought us from the land of Egypt—we do not know what has happened to
him.”

Aaron said to them, “[ You men,] take off the gold rings that are on the ears
of your wives, your sons, and your daughters, and bring them to me.”

And all the people took off the gold rings that were in their ears and brought
them to Aaron.

This he took from them and cast in a mold, and made it into a molten calf.
And they exclaimed, “This is your god, O Israel, who brought you out of
the land of Egypt!”

When Aaron saw this, he built an altar before it; and Aaron announced:
“Tomorrow shall be a festival of God!”

Early next day, the people offered up burnt offerings and brought sacrifices
of well-being; they sat down to eat and drink, and then rose to dance.

God spoke to Moses, “Hurry down, for your people, whom you brought out
of the land of Egypt, have acted basely.

They have been quick to turn aside from the way that | enjoined upon them.
They have made themselves a molten calf and bowed low to it and
sacrificed to it, saying: ‘This is your god, O Israel, who brought you out of
the land of Egypt!’”

God further said to Moses, “I see that this is a stiffnecked people.

Now, let Me be, that My anger may blaze forth against them and that I may
destroy them, and make of you a great nation.”

But Moses implored his God, saying, “Let not Your anger, God, blaze forth
against Your people, whom You delivered from the land of Egypt with
great power and with a mighty hand.

Let not the Egyptians say, ‘It was with evil intent that he delivered them,
only to kill them off in the mountains and annihilate them from the face of
the earth.” Turn from Your blazing anger, and renounce the plan to punish
Your people.
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Remember Your servants, Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, how You swore to
them by Your Self and said to them: I will make your offspring as
numerous as the stars of heaven, and | will give to your offspring this whole
land of which I spoke, to possess forever.”

And God renounced the punishment planned for God’s people.

Thereupon Moses turned and went down from the mountain bearing the two
tablets of the Pact, tablets inscribed on both their surfaces: they were
inscribed on the one side and on the other.

The tablets were God’s work, and the writing was God’s writing, incised
upon the tablets.

When Joshua heard the sound of the people in its boisterousness, he said to
Moses, “There is a cry of war in the camp.”

But he answered,

“It is not the sound of the tune of triumph,

Or the sound of the tune of defeat;

It 1s the sound of song that I hear!”

As soon as Moses came near the camp and saw the calf and the dancing, he
became enraged; and he hurled the tablets from his hands and shattered
them at the foot of the mountain.
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3) Deuteronomy 10:1-5

Thereupon God said to me, “Carve out two tablets of stone like the first
and come up to Me on the mountain; and make an ark of wood.

I will inscribe on the tablets the commandments that were on the first
tablets that you smashed, and you shall deposit them in the ark.”

I made an ark of acacia wood and carved out two tablets of stone like
the first; | took the two tablets with me and went up the mountain.
After inscribing on the tablets the same text as on the first—the Ten
Commandments that God addressed to you on the mountain out of the
fire on the day of the Assembly— God gave them to me.

Then 1 left and went down from the mountain, and | deposited the
tablets in the ark that | had made, where they still are, as God had
commanded me.
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4) Exodus Rabba 46:1

Rebbe Aha said: He did not move from there, until he cleared them of
their sin. As it says, “And he looked, and Moshe came down,” Since
he cleared them of their sin.

Moshe said: Israel had someone to ask for forgiveness on them, but
who will ask forgiveness for me?

And he began to feel remorse for having broken the tablets,

but God reassured him saying: Do not grieve over the first tablets.
They contained only the Ten Commandments, but in the two tablets |
am about to give you now, there will also be laws, midrash and
Aggadot...
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5) Babylonian Talmud Bava Batra 14b
Rabbi Joseph learned: [The verse states: “the tablets] that you broke and put

them” (Deuteronomy 10): [the juxtaposition of these words] teaches us that the

tablets as well as the broken pieces of the tablets were placed in the Ark.”
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6) Lord Rabbi Dr. Jonathan Sacks, Covenant and Conversation, Ha’azinu 2017
https://rabbisacks.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/CC-5777-Moses-the-Man-Haazinu-2.pdf

Yet what is so moving about the portrayal of Moses in the Torah is that he appears before us as quintessentially
human. No religion has more deeply and systemically insisted on the absolute otherness of God and Man, Heaven
and Earth, the infinite and the finite. Other cultures have blurred the boundary, making some human beings seem
godlike, perfect, infallible. There is such a tendency — marginal to be sure, but never entirely absent — within Jewish
life itself: to see sages as saints, great scholars as angels, to gloss over their doubts and shortcomings and turn them
into superhuman emblems of perfection. Tanakh, however, is greater than that. It tells us that God, who is never less
than God, never asks us to be more than simply human.

Moses is a human being. We see him despair and want to die. We see him lose his temper. We see him on the brink
of losing his faith in the people he has been called on to lead. We see him beg to be allowed to cross the Jordan and
enter the land he has spent his life as a leader travelling toward. Moses is the hero of those who wrestle with the
world as it is and with people as they are, knowing that “It is not for you to complete the task, but neither are you
free to stand aside from it.”

The Torah insists that “to this day no one knows where his grave is” (Deut. 34:6), to avoid his grave being made a
place of pilgrimage or worship. It is all too easy to turn human beings, after their death, into saints and demigods.
That is precisely what the Torah opposes. “Every human being” writes Maimonides in his Laws of Repentance
(5:2), “can be as righteous as Moses or as wicked as Jeroboam.”

Moses does not exist in Judaism as an object of worship but as a role model for each of us to aspire to. He is the
eternal symbol of a human being made great by what he strove for, not by what he actually achieved. The titles
conferred by him in the Torah, “the man Moses,” “God’s servant,” “a man of God,” are all the more impressive for
their modesty. Moses continues to inspire.



mailto:yepstein@jewishedproject.org
https://rabbisacks.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/CC-5777-Moses-the-Man-Haazinu-2.pdf

