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Fill Your Own Cup Year Two - Omer Series — Moshe’s Leadership

Session Two — The Burning Bush

1) Exodus 3:1-11

Now Moses, tending the flock of his father-in-law Jethro, the priest
of Midian, drove the flock into the wilderness, and came to Horeb,
the mountain of God.

An angel of the LORD appeared to him in a blazing fire out of a
bush. He gazed, and there was a bush all aflame, yet the bush was
not consumed.

Moses said, “I must turn aside to look at this marvelous sight; why
doesn’t the bush burn up?”

When the LORD saw that he had turned aside to look, God called
to him out of the bush: “Moses! Moses!” He answered, “Here I am.”
And He said, “Do not come closer. Remove your sandals from your
feet, for the place on which you stand is holy ground.

[ am,” He said, “the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God
of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” And Moses hid his face, for he was
afraid to look at God.

And the LORD continued, “I have marked well the plight of My
people in Egypt and have heeded their outcry because of their
taskmasters; yes, [ am mindful of their sufferings.

[ have come down to rescue them from the Egyptians and to bring
them out of that land to a good and spacious land, a land flowing with
milk and honey, the region of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the
Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites.

Now the cry of the Israelites has reached Me; moreover, I have seen
how the Egyptians oppress them.

Come, therefore, I will send you to Pharaoh, and you shall free My
people, the Israelites, from Egypt.”

But Moses said to God, “Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh and
free the Israelites from Egypt?”
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2) Exodus 4:10 — 17

10 But Moses said to the Lord, "Please, O Lord, | have never been a
man of words, either in times past or now that You have spoken to
Your servant; | am slow of speech and slow of tongue." ** And the
Lord said to him, "Who gives man speech? Who makes him dumb
or deaf, seeing or blind? Is it not I, the Lord? 2 Now go, and | will
be with you as you speak and will instruct you what to say." 3 But
he said, "Please, O Lord, make someone else Your agent." The
Lord became angry with Moses, and God said, "There is your
brother Aaron the Levite. He, | know, speaks readily. Even now he
is setting out to meet you, and he will be happy to see you.* You
shall speak to him and put the words in his mouth — I will be with
you and with him as you speak, and tell both of you what to do

— 16 and he shall speak for you to the people. Thus he shall serve
as your spokesman, with you playing the role of God to him, 1 And
take with you this rod, with which you shall perform the signs.”
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3) Midrash Exodus Rabbah 1:26

(26) "When the child grew up" - Twenty four months she nursed him, and
you say "and the child grew"?! Rather he grew, not in the way of the [rest]
of the world.

“And she brought him to the daughter of Pharaoh...” The daughter of
Pharaoh would kiss and hug and adore him (Moses) as if he were her own
son, and she would not take him out of the king’s palace. And because
[Moses] was so beautiful, everyone yearned to see him. One that would see
him would not leave his presence. And it was that Pharaoh would kiss him
(Moses) and hug him, and he would remove Pharaoh’s crown and place it
on his own head... And some of the observers sitting among them were the
magicians of Egypt that said, “We are wary of this, that he is taking your
crown and placing it on his head, that he not be the one we say (i.e.
prophesy) that will take the kingship from you.” Some said to kill him, and
some said to burn him. And Jethro was sitting among them and said to
them, “This child has no intent [to take the throne]. Rather, test him by
bringing in a bowl [a piece of] gold and a coal. If he outstretches his hand
towards the gold, [surely] he has intent [to take the throne], and you should
kill him. And if he outstretches his hand towards the coal, he [surely] does
not have intent [to take the throne], and he does not deserve the death
penalty.”

They immediately brought the bowl before him (Moses), and he
outstretched his hand to take the gold, and Gabriel came and pushed his
(Moses’) hand, and he grabbed the coal. He then brought his hand along
with the coal into his mouth and burned his tongue, and from this was
made (Exodus 4:10) “slow of speech and slow of tongue.”
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4) Bekhor Shor, Exodus 4:11:1 (12™ C France)

If I wanted, | could make you speak beautifully, but I do not want
that. It will be to My greater glory if I can make someone of no
speech and language fulfill my mission and my desire. He shall
do a great thing through his own power.
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5) Deuteronomy 1:1

These are the words that Moses addressed to all Israel on the other
side of the Jordan.—Through the wilderness, in the Arabah near
Suph, between Paran and Tophel, Laban, Hazeroth, and Di-zahab,
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6) Midrash Tanchuma, Devarim 2:1

“These are the words that Moses spoke....” Israel said, “Yesterday you
said (in Exod. 4:10), ‘I am not a man of words.” And now you are speaking
so much?”

Rabbi Isaac said, “If you are impeded in your speech, recite the Torah and
you will be healed, [as] Moshe already studied all of the Torah.”
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