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Israel Now and Then 
 

Framing This Unit 
The early Zionists, who arrived in Israel in the late 1800s, found a land neglected by its 
Ottoman rulers. Over the next century, villages, towns, and cities were built and the State 
of Israel was established. The new state faced many challenges, such as the need to 
defend itself against hostile neighbors and to absorb Jewish refugees from around the 
world. Despite these challenges, Israel developed into a modern, flourishing country that 
is known around the world as the “Start-Up Nation” due to its contributions to 
technology, medicine, and more. 
 
Group Activity 

1. “Where am I?” game  
2. “Then” and “Now” activity – Compare cities in Israel by matching historical 

photographs to more recent ones on Docsteach with computers or using printed 
images. 

 
Discussion 
Based on the comparison between the historical and recent photographs, discuss the 
changes that have taken place in Israel over the last 150 years.  
 

● What did you learn from looking at the photographs? What has changed? 
● What surprised you? 
● Did you recognize any of the locations? 
● What does a country need in order to develop?  
● What conditions might make it difficult for a country to develop? 
● What resources did Israel have and what was it lacking from the end of the 

Ottoman Empire to the early decades of the State? 
● How do you think Israel managed to develop, absorb large numbers of new 

immigrants, and become a leader in innovation over the years being examined? 
● What type of progress do you anticipate for Israel over the next 50 years? 

 
Creative Activity 
Israel in 50 Years’ Time 
Pick one of the cities from the earlier matching activity. 
Create an image of how you think the city will look in 50 years’ time: 

● What will the houses look like?  
● What public buildings will there be? 
● What will the transport system be like?   
● What will the nature areas look like? 
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https://cdn.prod.website-files.com/5fc362177f496c31e6f54e24/679a36620d2c74e2e76d60e4__Where%20Am%20I.pdf
https://cdn.prod.website-files.com/5fc362177f496c31e6f54e24/679a35e04571d39af10b9e00_Israel%20Now%20and%20Then%20Printable%20Resources.pdf
https://www.docsteach.org/activities/teacher/israel-then-and-now
https://www.docsteach.org/activities/teacher/israel-then-and-now
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Planning a Driving Trip 
Plan a driving trip to visit all of the cities from the matching activity. 
Use Google My Maps to map your itinerary. Add photographs from the National Library to 
your map. (Click here for instructions for using Google My Maps or a video demonstrating 
its use in the classroom.) 
 
Primary Sources in This Lesson 

 
Tel Aviv Street, 1935 
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https://www.google.com/maps/d/
https://support.google.com/mymaps/answer/3024925?visit_id=636891859114738055-3217094509&p=lite_addplaces&rd=1
https://support.google.com/mymaps/answer/3024925?visit_id=636891859114738055-3217094509&p=lite_addplaces&rd=1
https://www.google.com/search?rlz=1C1GGRV_enIL751IL751&ei=LEqrXPjzIJH2kwW-17SADw&q=how+to+use+google+my+maps+in+the+classroom&oq=how+to+use+google+%22my+maps%22&gs_l=psy-ab.1.4.0l5j0i22i30l5.5206.12468..14363...0.0..0.157.828.0j6......0....1..gws-wiz.......0i71j35i39j0i7i30j0i13j0i8i7i30j0i30j0i8i30.RcImJZG_Fr0#kpvalbx=1
https://www.google.com/search?rlz=1C1GGRV_enIL751IL751&ei=LEqrXPjzIJH2kwW-17SADw&q=how+to+use+google+my+maps+in+the+classroom&oq=how+to+use+google+%22my+maps%22&gs_l=psy-ab.1.4.0l5j0i22i30l5.5206.12468..14363...0.0..0.157.828.0j6......0....1..gws-wiz.......0i71j35i39j0i7i30j0i13j0i8i7i30j0i30j0i8i30.RcImJZG_Fr0#kpvalbx=1


 

learning@nli.org.ilHow did it go? Let us know!  

Tel Aviv, 1994 

Kindergarten Children in Eilat, 1953 
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http://bit.ly/2TvTVez
http://merhav.nli.org.il/primo-explore/fulldisplay?vid=NLI&docid=NNL_ARCHIVE_AL003586223&context=L&lang=iw_IL
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Hadassah Ein Kerem, 1960s 
 

 
The Kotel, 1918 
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http://bit.ly/2TvzjmG
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View of Zichron Ya’akov, 1941 
 

 
Tiberias, 1930 
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http://bit.ly/2TralVv
http://web.nli.org.il/sites/NLI/English/digitallibrary/pages/viewer.aspx?docid=EDU_XML_ENG002682070&presentorid=EDU_XML_ENG&searchurl=http%3A%2F%2Fweb.nli.org.il%2Fsites%2Fnlis%2Fen%2Feducation%2Fpages%2Fresults.aspx%23%3Fquery%3Dlsr16%2Cexact%2CPrimary+Source%26query%3Dany%2Ccontains%2Ctiberias%26institution%3DNNL%26vid%3DEDU_XML_ENG%26loc%3Dlocal%2Cscope%3A(EDU_XML_ENG)%26sortField%3Dlso04%26indx%3D1%26bulkSize%3D8
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The Kotel, 1960 
 

Cold but not in Eilat, 1993 
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Map of Israel, 1950 
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