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Pesach I — In Every Generation A Person is Obligated...

1) Mishna Pesachim Chapter 10 Mishna 4

They pour the second cup.

And here the child asks their parent, and if the child does not have the
ability — their parent teaches them,

Why is this night different from all other nights? On all other nights we
eat both leavened bread as well as Matzah, on this night, we eat only
Matzah. On all other nights we eat all kinds of vegetables, on this night
we eat Maror. On all other nights we eat meat that is roasted, or boiled,
on this night we eat only roasted meat. On all other nights we dip only
once, on this night we dip twice.

According to the understanding of the child, that is how the parent
teaches them.

One starts with the negative and ends with the positive.

And one expounds on the verses from “My father was a wandering
Aramean” until the end of the section.
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2) Rabbi David Hartman, “Memory and Values: A Traditional Response to the Crisis of the Modern Family,” Joy

and Responsibility (1978) pp. 84 — 85, 88

The parent imparts information and in addition creates a living environment which embodies educational values.
Values are not only transmitted through formal learning but also through the living and intimate community of the
family... The danger of formal education is that the student may perceive a gap between life and learning. For the
child to recognize the intimate bond between learning and action and sense that ideas make a difference in the
way one builds a life, he needs parents seriously committed to their role as educators...

Judaism imposes a vital task on a parent: To tell the child his people’s story. What the child does with this past, no
parent can decree. Parents provide their children with luggage. Whether the child will open up the suitcases and

use their contents is beyond the reach of parents.

3) Mishna Pesachim Chapter 10 Mishna 5

Rabban Gamliel would say: “Anyone who did not say these three things on
Pesach, did not fulfill his obligation.”

And these are they: Pesach, Matzah, and Maror.

Pesach - because God passed over the houses of our forefathers in Egypt.
Matzah — because our forefathers were redeemed from Egypt,

Maror — because the Egyptians made the lives of our forefathers bitter in

Egypt.

In every generation a person is obligated to see themselves as if they left
Egypt, as it says, “And you shall tell you child on that day, saying due to this
G-d took me out of Egypt.”

Therefore we are obligated to thank, praise, adore, glorify, extol, honor,
bless, exalt, and revere Him who did all these miracles for our ancestors
and for us; for He brought us forth from bondage to freedom, He changed
our sorrow into joy, our mourning into a feast. He led us from darkness into
a great light, and from servitude into redemption, let us therefore say in His
presence, Halleluyah.
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4) Maimonides Mishna Torah, Laws of Chametz and Matzah 7:6

In each and every generation, a person must show himself as if he,
himself, has now left the slavery of Egypt, as [Deuteronomy 6:23] states:
"He took us out from there." Regarding this manner, God commanded in
the Torah: "Remember that you were a slave [Deuteronomy 5:15]" - i.e., as
if you, yourself, were a slave and went out to freedom and were

redeemed.
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5) Rabbi Abraham Isaac Kook,, Olat Ra'ayah/ Part Il / Haggadah - In Every

Generation a Person is Obligated

"In every generation, a person..."

Through the strength of the ‘outstretched arm' to make manifest the
elevation (romemut) little-by-little in every generation, we are each
obligated to complete, to perceive, to sense our portion (chelek) in the
higher perfection which is unique and appropriate to that time and value

which he receives from the leaving of Egypt.
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