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1) Babylonian Talmud Tractate Taanit 24a — 24b
i) R. Yehudah Nesiah ordained a fast, he prayed but no rain fell.

He thereupon exclaimed: What a great difference there is between, Samuel the
Ramathite and Yehudah the son of Gamaliel (referring to himself)! Woe to the
generation that finds itself in such plight! Woe to him in whose days this has
happened!

He felt very grieved and rain fell.

ii) Once the House of the Patriarch ordained a fast and did not inform either R.
Johanan or Resh Lakish. In the morning, however, they did notify them. Resh
Lakish then said to R. Johanan, But we have not undertaken the fast on the
previous evening. The latter replied: We are subject to their ordinances.

iii) Once the House of the Patriarch ordained a fast and no rain fell.
Thereupon Oshaiah, the youngest of the college scholars, expounded the verse,
Then it shall be, if it be done in error by the congregation.

This can be compared to a bride who lives in the house of her father. So long
as her eyes are beautiful her body needs no examination; should, however, her
eyes be bleared then her body needs examination.

Thereupon the servants of the Patriarch came and put a scarf around his neck
and tortured him. Whereupon the people of the city cried out, Leave him alone;
us also he insults but since we see that whatever he does is for the sake of
Heaven, we say nothing to him and we leave him alone, so you too leave him
alone.

iv) Once Rabi ordained a fast and no rain fell.

Thereupon ‘lifa (some say, R. IIfi), stepped in front of the ark and said:

‘He causes the wind to blow’, and the wind blew.

‘He causes the rain to fall’, and the rain fell.

Rabi then asked him, What is your special merit?

He replied “I live in a poor village where there is no wine for kiddush and
havdalah. | take pains and bring wine for kiddush and havdalah and enable
people to fulfill their obligation.”

v) Once Rav came to a certain place and decreed a fast but no rain fell. The
Reader then stepped down at his request before the ark and recited, ‘He
causeth the wind to blow’, and the wind blew; [he continued], ‘He causeth the
rain to fall’, and rain fell.

Rav thereupon asked him, What is your special merit?

The latter replied: | am a teacher of young children and | teach the children of
the poor as well as those of the rich; | take no fees from any who cannot afford
to pay; further, | have a fishpond and any boy who is reluctant [to learn] | bribe
with some of the fishes from it and thereby appease him so that he becomes
eager to learn.

vi) Once R. Nahman ordained a fast and he prayed but no rain fell.
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He thereupon said, ‘Take Nahman and throw him down from the wall to the
ground'.
He felt greatly dejected and then rain came.

vii) Rava once decreed a fast. He prayed but no rain came.

The people said to him: When Rav Yehudah ordained a fast rain did fall.

He replied to them: What can | do? If it is because of our learning - we are
superior to him! For in the time of Rav Yehudah all studies were concentrated
on nezikin (Laws of Damages) whereas we study all six sections (of the
Mishna)

When R. Yehudah reached the passage in (the Mishnah) of, ‘If a woman was
preserving vegetables in a pot etc. or as some say the passage, ‘If olives are
preserved together with their leaves then the leaves are not susceptible to
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uncleanness’, he exclaimed: | see here disputations of Rav and Samuel.
Yet we today teach (Tractate) Ugzin in thirteen different sessions. [i.e. we
spend much more time delving into each law]

And yet when Rav Yehudah removed one shoe rain fell but when we cry out the

whole day no one pays need to us.

Is it because of some failing? If so, let anyone who knows of it declare it! What,
however, can the great men of a generation do when their generation does not

appear good enough!
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2) Samuel | Chapter 12

1 Then Samuel said to all Israel, “I have yielded to you in all you have
asked of me and have set a king over you.

2 Henceforth the king will be your leader. “As for me, | have grown old and
gray—but my sons are still with you—and | have been your leader from my
youth to this day.

13 “Well, the LORD has set a king over you! Here is the king that you have
chosen, that you have asked for.

14 “If you will revere the LORD, worship Him, and obey Him, and will not
flout the LORD’s command, if both you and the king who reigns over you
will follow the LORD your God, [well and good].

15 But if you do not obey the LORD and you flout the LORD’s command,
the hand of the LORD will strike you as it did your fathers.

16 “Now stand by and see the marvelous thing that the LORD will do
before your eyes.

17 It is the season of the wheat harvest. | will pray to the LORD and He
will send thunder and rain; then you will take thought and realize what a

wicked thing you did in the sight of the LORD when you asked for a king.”

18 Samuel prayed to the LORD, and the LORD sent thunder and rain that
day, and the people stood in awe of the LORD and of Samuel.

19 The people all said to Samuel, “Intercede for your servants with the
LORD your God that we may not die, for we have added to all our sins the
wickedness of asking for a king.”
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3) Babylonian Talmud Tractate Sanhedrin 106b
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R. Ammi said: Doeg and Ahitophel [Scholars in the time of David] raised four
hundred problems with respect to a tower flying in the air, and not one was
solved.

Rava observed: Is there any greatness in raising textual problems?

In the years of Rav Yehudah the whole study was confined to Nezikin, while
we study a great deal even of Uqgzin; and when Rav Yehudah came to the law,
'If a woman preserves vegetables in a pot' — or as others say, 'olives which
were preserved with their leaves are clean,’ — he observed, 'l see here the
discussion of Rav and Samuel;'

While we, on the other hand, have studied Uqzin at thirteen sessions, yet Rav
Yehudah merely took off his shoes, and the rain came down, while we cry out
[in supplication] but there is no one who hears us.

But it is because the Holy One, blessed be He, requires the heart, as it is
written, But the Lord looks on the heart. (Samuel | 16:7)
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List of Rabbis Mentioned and their Generations:

1. Samuel — Prophet

2. Rabi - Rebbe Yehuda Hanasi — Compiler of the Mishner - Israel - C 150 — 200 C.E.

3. Rebbe Yehuda Nesiah — Grandson of Rebbe Yehuda Hanasi — Israel — C 200 - 250 C.E.

4. Rav and Shmuel - 15t Generation - Rabbis in Babylonia — C 175 — 250 C.E.

5. Rav Yehuda - Student of Rav and Shmuel — 2" Generation - Babylonia — C 225 - 275
C.E.

6. Rava - 4" Generation Babylonia — C 350 C.E.
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