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Building the Tabernacle — Building Ourselves

1) Exodus 25: 1-8

1) God spoke to Moses, saying:

2) Tell the Israelite people to bring Me gifts; you shall accept gifts for Me
from every person whose heart is so moved.

3) And these are the gifts that you shall accept from them: gold, silver,
and copper;

4) blue, purple, and crimson yarns, fine linen, goats’ hair;

5) tanned ram skins, dolphin skins, and acacia wood;

6) oil for lighting, spices for the anointing oil and for the aromatic
incense;

7) lapis lazuli and other stones for setting, for the ephod and for the
breastpiece.

8) And let them make Me a sanctuary that | may dwell among them.
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2) Avot DeRebbe Natan A 11

Rabi Tarfon said: God did not place God’s Divine presence on the people
of Israel, until they performed their work as it says “Let them make Me a
Mikdash (Sanctuary) and I will dwell among them”
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3) Pesikta DeRav Kahanna 2

There were three things that Moshe heard from God, and he was
surprised and shocked by.

When God said: “Make for me a Mikdash (Sancturay)” — Moshe said to
God - But, The heavens and their utmost reaches cannot contain you
(this is a quote from Kings | 8:27)!

God replied: Moshe: “It is not as you think, rather, there are twenty
beams in the north, and twenty beams in the south, and eight in the west,
and | come down, and condense my Divine presence between them, as it
is written “I will meet with you there...”
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4) Malbim Exodus 25:8 (19t C Ukraine)

This is as God said to David: “God declares to you that God will
establish for you a house.” This means to say that you yourself will
be a house for God, for David was the fourth leg of the Divine
Chariot!, and this is a sign for all further generations, that each one
will build a Mikdash (a sanctuary) in their inner heart, and will
establish an altar, in order to offer up all of the parts of their soul to
God, until they are completely with God at all times.
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1 This describes a kabalistic idea that David is representative of the Divine Attribute of Kingship, and this is one of

the pillars upon which the Divine Chariot rests.
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5) Exodus Rabbah 33:1

Are there sales where it is like the seller has been sold with the object

God said to Israel, I sold the Torah to you, and it is as if | was sold with
her, as it says “take for Me an offering”.

This is comparable to a king that had only one daughter. Another king
came and wanted to take her back to his kingdom as a wife. The King said
to him: My daughter that | gave to you, she is my only one, and | cannot
part with her, but I also cannot tell you not to take her, because she is your
wife. Rather, do me this favor, and every place that you go, make for me a
small room so that | will live with you, because | cannot let my daughter
go.

This is what God said to the Jewish people, I gave you my Torah, | cannot
leave her behind, 1 cannot tell you not to take her, rather, every place that
you go, build for me one house, that | will live in it, and this is why it says
“Make for me a Mikdash”.
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