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Fill Your Own Cup – Year Two  
Rabbinic Stories V – Romantic Love in the Talmud   

 
1) Babylonian Talmud Tractate Ketubot 61b  
This is a Mishna (early Rabbinic legal code c 200 CE) in the tractate of Ketubot which deals with the 
obligations between a husband and wife. 
Mishnah: If a man forbade himself by vow to have relations with his 
wife,  Beit Shammai ruled: two weeks (until he must divorce her) Beit 
Hillel ruled: one week.  
Students may go away to study the Torah without the permission (of 
their wives) for a period of thirty days: Laborers – for one week.  
The times for conjugal duty prescribed in the Torah are: for those who 
live at home - every day: for laborers outside the city - twice a week; for 
donkey -drivers, once a week ; for camel drivers, once in thirty days; for 
sailors: once in six months. These are the rulings of Rabi Eliezer.  

 ,הטמה שימשתמ ותשא תא רידמה .'ינתמ
 ללה תיב ,תותבש יתש :םירמוא ש"ב
  .תחא תבש :םירמוא
 אלש הרות דומלתל ןיאצוי םידימלתה
 .תחא תבש - םילעופה ,םוי םישלש תושרב
 ,םוי לכב - ןילייטה ,הרותב הרומאה הנועה
 תחא - םירמחה ,תבשב םיתש - םילעופה
 ,םוי םישלשל תחא - םילמגה ,תבשב
 יבר ירבד ,םישדח הששל תחא - םינפסה
  .רזעילא

 
2) Babylonian Talmud Tractate Ketubot 62b  
This story comes in a series of stories about men leaving their wives to learn Torah.  
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Rabbi Akiva was a shepherd of Ben Kalba Sabua.  
The latter's daughter, seeing how modest and meritorious he was, said to 
him, “Were I to be betrothed to you would you go away to study at an 
academy?”  
'Yes', he replied.  
She was then secretly betrothed to him and sent him away. 
When her father heard, he drove her from his house and forbade her by a 
vow to have any benefit from his estate.  
He went and spent twelve years at the Academy.  
When he returned home he brought with him twelve thousand disciples. He 
heard an old man saying to her, 'How long will you lead the life of a living 
widow?'  
She said: 'If he would listen to me he would sit another twelve years'.  
He said: 'It is then with her consent that I am acting,' and he departed again 
and spent another twelve years at the Academy.  
When he finally returned he brought with him twenty-four thousand 
disciples.  
His wife heard of his arrival and went out to meet him. 
Her neighbors said to her, 'Borrow some respectable clothes and put them 
on', but she replied: "A righteous man knows the life of his beast" (Proverbs 
12).  
On approaching him she fell upon her face and kissed his feet.  
His students were about to push her aside, he said to them 'Leave her alone, 
mine and yours are hers'.   
Her father heard that a great man had come to the town, said, 'I shall go to 
him; maybe he will annul my vow'. When he came to him, R. Akiva asked, 
'Would you have made your vow (disowning your daughter) if you had 
known that he was a great man?' Her father replied: “Even if he knew one 
chapter or even one single law.” R. Akiva then said to him, 'I am the man'. He 
fell upon his face and kissed his feet and also gave him half of his wealth. 
The daughter of R. Akiva acted in a similar way towards Ben Azzai. This is 
indeed an illustration of the proverb 'Ewe follows ewe; a daughter's acts are 
like those of her mother.'   

 ,הוה עובש אבלכ ןבד איער ע"ר
 ,ילעמו עינצ הוהד היתרב היתיזח
 יבל תלזא ךל אנשדקמ יא :היל הרמא
  ?בר
  .ןיא :הל רמא
  .היתרדשו העניצב היל אשדקיא
 הרדא ,היתיבמ הקפא הובא עמש
 ירס ירת ביתי ליזא .היסכנמ האנה
  .בר יבב ןינש
 יפלא ירס ירת הידהב יתייא ,אתא יכ
  .ידימלת
 דע :הל רמאקד אבס אוההל היעמש
  ?םייח תונמלא תרבדמ אק המכ
 ירת ביתי ,תייצ ידידל יא :היל הרמא
  .ינירחא ינש ירס
 ליזא רדה ,אנדיבע אק תושרב :רמא
 יכ .בר יבב ינירחא ינש ירס ירת ביתיו

 העבראו ןירשע הידהב יתייא ,אתא
  .ידימלת יפלא
  ,היפאל אקפנ אק תוה והתיבד העמש
 שובל ינאמ יליאש :אתבביש הל ורמא
+ ב"י ילשמ :+והל הרמא ,יאסכיאו
  .ותמהב שפנ קידצ עדוי
 אק הפא לע הלפנ ,היבגל איטמ יכ
 יפחדמ אק ווה ,היערכל היל אקשנמ
 ילש ,הוקבש :והל רמא ,היעמש הל
  .אוה הלש םכלשו

 ,אתמל הבר ארבג אתאד הובא עמש
 רפמד רשפא ,היבגל ליזיא :רמא
 אתעדא :ל"א ,היבגל אתא .יארדנ
 וליפא :ל"א ?תרדנ ימ הבר ארבגד
 רמא .תחא הכלה 'יפאו דחא קרפ
 היקשנו היפא לע לפנ ,אוה אנא :היל
  .הינוממ אגלפ היל ביהיו ,היערכ לע
 .יכה יאזע ןבל היל אדבע ע"רד היתרב
 רתב אליחר :ישניא ירמאד ונייהו
 ידבוע ךכ המא ידבועכ ,אלזא אליחר
  .אתרב

 
 ב דומע בס ףד תומבי תכסמ ילבב דומלת
 ויה םידימלת םיגוז ףלא רשע םינש :ורמא
 ןלוכו ,סרפיטנא דע תבגמ ,אביקע יברל ול
 הז דובכ וגהנ אלש ינפמ דחא קרפב ותמ
 לצא ע"ר אבש דע ,םמש םלועה היהו ,הזל
 'רו מ"ר םהל האנשו ,םורדבש וניתובר
 ןב רזעלא יברו ןועמש יברו יסוי 'רו הדוהי

 .העש התוא הרות ודימעה םה םהו ,עומש
 בר רמא .תרצע דעו חספמ ותמ םלוכ :אנת
 :ןיבא רב אייח 'ר אמיתיאו ,אבא רב אמח
 ר"א ?איה יאמ .הער התימ ותמ םלוכ
 .הרכסא :ןמחנ

3) Babylonian Talmud Yevamot 62b 
They said: R. Akiva had12,000 pairs of students from the area of Gevas 
until Antiparis, and they all died during one period, because they did not 
treat each other with respect. And the world was left barren. Until R. Akiva 
came to our Rabbis in the south and taught them. R. Meir, R. Yehudah, R. 
Yossi, R. Shimon, and R. Elazar ben Shamuah, and they upheld the Torah at 
that time.  
It was taught: they all died from Pesach to Shavuot. R. Chammah the son 
of Abba, and some say R. Chiyah Bar Abin: They all died an ugly death. 
What was it? Rebbe Nachman said: Askara (the croup)  
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