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Rabbinic Stories | — Kindness and Peace

1) Genesis 1:26-27

26 And God said, "Let us make the human in our image, after our
likeness. They shall rule the fish of the sea, the birds of the sky, the
cattle, the whole earth, and all the creeping things that creep on
earth." 27 And God created the human in God’s image, in the image of
God, God created him; male through female God created them.
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2) Genesis Rabbah 8:5

Rabbi Simon said, “When the Holy Blessed One, came to create
Adam, the ministering angels formed themselves into groups and
parties, some of them saying, ‘Let Adam be created, while others
said, ‘do not create Adam!”

That is why it is written, Chesed (lovingkindness) and Truth fought
together, Tzedek (justice) and Peace combated each other (Psalms
85:11).

Chesed said, ‘Let Adam be created, because they will dispense acts
of love;

Truth said, ‘Let Adam not be created, because they are completely
made of lies;’

Tzedek said, ‘Let Adam be created, because they will perform
righteous deeds;

Peace said, ‘Let Adam not be created, because they are completely
made of fighting.’

What did the Holy Blessed One do? God took Truth and cast it to the
ground. As it says, “And truth was thrown to the ground...” (Daniel
8:12)

The ministering angels said before the Holy Blessed One “Master of
the worlds! Why do You put to shame Your chief of court?”

[God replied]: “Let Truth rise from the ground!”

This is what is meant when it is written, “Truth shall grow from the
ground.” (Psalms 85:12)
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3) Psalm 85:9 — 12

9 | will hear what God the LORD will speak; {N} for He will speak
peace unto His people, and to His saints; but let them not turn back
to folly. 10 Surely His salvation is nigh them that fear Him; that glory
may dwell in our land.

11 “Chesed (Loving Kindness) and Truth fought together,
Righteousness and Peace combated each other”

12 Truth springs out of the earth; and righteousness hath looked
down from heaven.
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4) Babylonian Talmud, Tractate Brachot 64a

R. Elazar said in the name of Rabbi Hanina: Torah Scholars increase
peace in the world, as it says: All your children shall be disciples of God,
and great shall be the peace of your children [banayikh]. (Isaiah 54:13)

Do not read the text as banayikh [your children] but rather read it
as bonayikh [your builders].
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5) Rabbi Abraham Isaac Kook, Olat Re'iya 1, p. 330

R. Elazar said: The disciples of the wise increase peace in the
world, as it says: All your children shall be disciples of God, and
great shall be the peace of your children [banayikh). (Isaiah 54:13)
Read not banayikh [your children] but bonayikh[your builders].
Some err and think that world peace can only be built through total
consensus in views and traits. When they see the disciples of the
wise delving into wisdom and Torah knowledge, and through this
activity producing a plethora of opinions and schools of thought,
they believe that this causes conflict and the opposite of peace.
But the truth is that real peace, on the contrary, can only come to
the world through precisely the multiplicity of peace, and this is
when all sides and opinions come to light, and are proven to each
have their own place. In fact, even matters that seem superfluous
and contradictory will be validated when the true wisdom is
revealed in all its facets; for only through the marshalling of all the
parts and details, all the seemingly divergent viewpoints, all the
disparate fields of study, will the light of truth and justice come
forth, the knowledge of God, the Divine wisdom and love, the light
of the true Torah. Thus, it is that the disciples of the wise increase
peace, inasmuch as they expand, explain, generate new wisdom,
in a multitude of facets containing numerous categories — in this
they increase peace.
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