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Fill Your Own Cup - Year Two
We Want to Know the End of the Story

1) Genesis 49:1-2

And Jacob called his sons and said, “Come together that | may tell
you what is to befall you in days to come.

Assemble and hearken, O sons of Jacob;

Hearken to Israel your father:
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2) Genesis Rabbah 98

“Il will tell you] what will befall you at the end of days” — Rabbi
Simon said: He showed them the downfall of Gog, just as it says:
“It will be at the end of days” (Ezekiel 38:16). Rabbi Yehuda said:
He showed them the building of the Temple, just as it says: “It
will be at the end of days that the mountain of the House of the
Lord will be established” (Micah 4:1). The Rabbis said: He came
to reveal the End, but it was concealed from him.
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3) Babylonian Talmud Tractate Pesachim 56a

How would they bundle Shema? They recited: “Hear Israel, the Lord is our God
the Lord is One,” without pausing; this is the statement of Rabbi Meir. Rabbi
Yehuda says: They paused, but they would not recite: Blessed be the name of
God's glorious kingdom for ever and ever.

What is the reason that we recite that passage: Blessed be the name of God'’s
glorious kingdom for ever and ever? In accordance with that which Rabbi
Shimon ben Lakish interpreted homiletically.

As Rabbi Shimon ben Lakish said that it is written: “And Jacob called his sons
and said, Gather around and | will tell you what will occur to you in the end of
days” (Genesis 49:1). Jacob wanted to reveal to his sons when the complete
redemption would arrive at the end of days (see Daniel 12:13), but the Divine
Presence abandoned him, rendering him unable to prophesy. He said:
Perhaps the Divine Presence has abandoned me because, Heaven forfend,
one of my descendants is unfit, as was the case with my grandfather
Abraham, from whom Ishmael emerged, and like my father Isaac, from whom
Esau emerged. His sons said to him: Hear Israel, our father, the Lord is our
God, the Lord is One. They said: Just as there is only one God in your heart, so
too, there is only one in our hearts. At that moment Jacob our father said in
praise: Blessed be the name of God'’s glorious kingdom for ever and ever.

The Rabbis said: What should we do? Shall we recite this verse? But Moses
our teacher did not say it in the Torah as part of Shema. Shall we not recite it?
But Jacob said it. In order to resolve this dilemma they established that this
passage should be recited quietly.
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