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Fill Your Own Cup – Year Two  
Parshat Chayei Sarah - Was Rebecca One of the Patriarchs? 

 

1) Genesis 24: 1 – 27  
1) Abraham was now old, advanced in years, and God had blessed 
Abraham in all things. 
2) And Abraham said to the senior servant of his household, who had charge 
of all that he owned, “Put your hand under my thigh 
3) and I will make you swear by God, the God of heaven and the God of the 
earth, that you will not take a wife for my son from the daughters of the 
Canaanites among whom I dwell, 
4) but will go to the land of my birth and get a wife for my son Isaac.” 
5) And the servant said to him, “What if the woman does not consent to 
follow me to this land, shall I then take your son back to the land from which 
you came?” 
6) Abraham answered him, “On no account must you take my son back 
there! 
7) God, the God of heaven—who took me from my father’s house and from 
my native land, who promised me on oath, saying, ‘I will assign this land to 
your offspring’—will send a messenger before you, and you will get a wife for 
my son from there. 
8) And if the woman does not consent to follow you, you shall then be clear 
of this oath to me; but do not take my son back there.” 
9) So the servant put his hand under the thigh of his master Abraham and 
swore to him as bidden. 
10) Then the servant took ten of his master’s camels and set out, taking with 
him all the bounty of his master; and he made his way to Aram-naharaim, to 
the city of Nahor. 
11) He made the camels kneel down by the well outside the city, at evening 
time, the time when women come out to draw water. 
12) And he said, “O God, God of my master Abraham’s [house], grant 
me good fortune this day, and deal graciously with my master 
Abraham: 
13) Here I stand by the spring as the daughters of the townspeople 
come out to draw water; 
14) let the maiden to whom I say, ‘Please, lower your jar that I may 
drink,’ and who replies, ‘Drink, and I will also water your camels’—let 
her be the one whom You have decreed for Your servant Isaac. 
Thereby shall I know that You have dealt graciously with my master.” 
15) He had scarcely finished speaking, when Rebekah, who was born to 
Bethuel, the son of Milcah the wife of Abraham’s brother Nahor, came out 
with her jar on her shoulder. 
16) The maiden was very beautiful—[and] a virgin, no man having known 
her. She went down to the spring, filled her jar, and came up. 
17) The servant ran toward her and said, “Please, let me sip a little water 
from your jar.” 
18) “Drink, my lord,” she said, and she quickly lowered her jar upon her hand 
and let him drink. 
19) When she had let him drink his fill, she said, “I will also draw for your 
camels, until they finish drinking.” 
20) Quickly emptying her jar into the trough, she ran back to the well to draw, 
and she drew for all his camels. 
21) The man, meanwhile, stood gazing at her, silently wondering whether 
God had made his errand successful or not. 
22) When the camels had finished drinking, the man took a gold nose-ring 
weighing a half-shekel,and two gold bands for her arms, ten shekels in 
weight. 

 כז -בראשית כד:א 
ם   ךְ אֶת־אַבְרָהָָּ֖ רַַ֥ ים וַַֽיהֹוָָ֛ה בֵּ ִ֑ א בַיָמ  ן בָָּ֖ ם זָקֵֵּ֔ א( וְאַבְרָהָָ֣

ל׃  בַכַֹֽ
ל בְכׇל־  ָּ֖ ו הַמֹשֵּ יתֵ֔ ן בֵּ ם אֶל־עַבְדּוֹ֙ זְקַָ֣ אמֶר אַבְרָהָָ֗ ָֹ֣ ב( וַי

י׃  ַֽ כ  חַת יְרֵּ ים־נַָ֥א ידְָךָּ֖ תַַ֥ ַֽ ו ש   אֲשֶר־לִ֑
רֶץ  י הָאִָ֑ ָּ֖ ַֽאלֹהֵּ ם וֵּ י  י הַשָמֵַ֔ ָ֣ יהֹוהָֹ֙ אֱלֹהֵּ יעֲךֵ֔ בַַֽ ָ֣ ג( וְאַשְב 

י   ָּ֖ ר אָנֹכ  י אֲשֶַ֥ כְנַעֲנ ֵ֔ בְנותֹ֙ הַַֽ י מ  בְנ ֵ֔ שָהֹ֙ ל  ח א  קַַּ֤ א־ת  ַֹֽ ר ל אֲשֶֶׁ֨
ו׃  רְבַֽ ב בְק  ַ֥  יושֵּ

י   ד( ַ֥ בְנ  ה ל  שָָּ֖ ךְ וְלָקַחְתַָ֥ א  ִ֑ לֵּ י תֵּ ָּ֖ י וְאֶל־מולַדְת  ָ֛ י אֶל־אַרְצ  ִּ֧ כ 
ק׃ צְחַָֽ  לְי 

כֶת   ה( ה לָלֶַ֥ שֵָ֔ א  ה הַָֽ בֶד אוּלַיֹ֙ לאֹ־תאֹבֶָ֣ לָיוֹ֙ הָעֵֶ֔ אמֶר אֵּ ַֹּ֤ וַי
נְךֵ֔ אֶל־ יבֹ֙ אֶת־ב  ב אָש  ַּ֤ הָשֵּ את הֶַֽ ִֹ֑ רֶץ הַז י אֶל־הָאָָ֣ אַחֲרַָּ֖

ם׃  שַָֽ אתָ מ  רֶץ אֲשֶר־יָצַָ֥  הָאָָּ֖
י   ו( ָּ֖ יב אֶת־בְנ  ַ֥ מֶר לְךֵ֔ פֶן־תָש  שָָ֣ ם ה  יו אַבְרָהִָ֑ לָָּ֖ אמֶר אֵּ ַֹ֥ וַי

מָה׃  שַָֽ
י֮   ז( ית אָב  ָ֣ בֵּ י מ  נ  ר לְקָחַַ֜ ם אֲשֶֶׁ֨ י  י הַשָמַָ֗ ָ֣ יְהֹוָָ֣ה ׀ אֱלֹהֵּ

ר   י וַאֲשֶַּ֤ בֶר־ל ַ֜ ר דּ  י֒ וַאֲשֶֶׁ֨ ולַדְת  רֶץ מַֽ אֶָ֣ יֹ֙  וּמֵּ ע־ל  שְבַַֽ ַֽ נ 
ח   שְלַַּ֤ וּא י  את הָ֗ ִֹ֑ רֶץ הַז ן אֶת־הָאָָ֣ ָּ֖ רְעֲךֵ֔ אֶתֵּ ר לְזֶַׁ֨ אמֵֹ֔ לֵּ

ם׃  שַָֽ י מ  ָּ֖ בְנ  ה ל  שָָ֛ יך וְלָקַחְתַָ֥ א   מַלְאָכוֹ֙ לְפָנֵֶ֔
יתָ   ח( ִּ֕ ק  יך וְנ  כֶת אַחֲרֵֶ֔ שָהֹ֙ לָלֶָ֣ א  ה הַָֽ א תאֹבֶַּ֤ ֶֹׁ֨ ם־ל וְא 

מָה׃  ב שַָֽ ָּ֖ א תָשֵּ ַֹ֥ י ל ק אֶת־בְנ ֵ֔ את רַָ֣ ִֹ֑ י ז ָּ֖ שְבֻעָת   מ 
ם אֲדֹנִָ֑יו   ט( חַת יֶֶַ֥֥רֶךְ אַבְרָהָָּ֖ ו תַָ֛ בֶדֹ֙ אֶת־ידֵָ֔ וַיַָּ֤שֶם הָעֶֹ֙

ה׃  ר הַזֶַֽ ו עַל־הַדָּבָָּ֖ ע לֵ֔ בַַֽ שָָ֣  וַי 
לֶךְ וְכׇל־ י( י אֲדֹנָיוֹ֙ וַיֵֵּ֔ ַּ֤ גְמַלֵּ ים מ  ה גְמַל ַ֜ בֶד עֲשָרֶָׁ֨ עֶָ֠ ח הָָ֠ קַָ֣ וַי 

יר  ַ֥ י ם אֶל־ע  הֲרַָּ֖ ם נַַֽ ָ֛לֶךְ אֶל־אֲרַַ֥ קׇם וַיֵּ ו וַיָָ֗ וּב אֲדֹנָָּ֖יו בְידִָ֑ טַ֥
ור׃  נָחַֽ
ת   יא( ָ֣ ם לְעֵּ י  ר הַמִָ֑ ָ֣ יר אֶל־בְאֵּ ָּ֖ וּץ לָע  חַ֥ ים מ  ָ֛ ךְ הַגְמַל  ִּ֧ וַיַבְרֵּ

ת׃  את הַשֹאֲבַֹֽ ַ֥ ת צֵּ ָּ֖ רֶב לְעֵּ  עֵֶ֔
ה־נַָ֥א   יב( ם הַקְרֵּ י אַבְרָהֵָ֔ ָ֣ יֹ֙ אֲדֹנ  ה אֱלֹהֵּ ר ׀ יְהֹוָָ֗ וַיאֹמַַ֓

ם׃  י אַבְרָהַָֽ ַ֥ ם אֲדֹנ  ָּ֖ סֶד ע  ה־חִֶּ֕ ום וַעֲשֵּ  לְפָנַָּ֖י הַיִ֑
יר  יג( י הָע ֵ֔ ָ֣ ם וּבְנותֹ֙ אַנְשֵּ י  ין הַמִָ֑ ָ֣ צָָּ֖ב עַל־עֵּ י נ  ַ֥ ָ֛ה אָנֹכ  נֵּ ה 

י ם׃  ב מַָֽ שְאַֹ֥ ת ל   יֹצְאָֹּ֖
ךְֹ֙   יד( י־נַָּ֤א כַדֵּּ יהָֹ֙ הַט  לֶֶׁ֨ ר אֵּ ר אֹמַַּ֤ נַעֲרָָ֗ אֲשֶֶׁ֨ וְהָיָָ֣ה הַַֽ

ה  ה שְתֵֵּ֔ ה וְאָמְרָָ֣ הּ  וְאֶשְתֵֶ֔ ה אֹתַָּ֤ יך אַשְקִֶ֑ וְגַם־גְמַלֶָּ֖
ם־  סֶד ע  יתָ חֶָּ֖ ַ֥ י־עָש  ע כ  דֵַ֔ הּ אֵּ ק וּבָָ֣ צְחֵָ֔ חְתָֹ֙ לְעַבְדְּךָ֣ לְי  הֹכַֹ֙

י׃  ַֽ  אֲדֹנ 
את   טו( ה יֹצֵָּ֗ בְקָָ֣ ִּ֧ה ר  נֵּ ר֒ וְה  לָָ֣ה לְדַבֵּ רֶם֮ כ  וּא טֶֶ֘ י־הָ֗ ֶ֥יְה  וַַֽ

י   ָ֣ ור אֲח  שֶת נָחָּ֖ ַ֥ ה אֵּ לְכֵָ֔ ל בֶן־מ  ָ֣ בְתוּאֵּ ר ילְֻדָהֹ֙ ל  אֲשֶַּ֤
הּ׃ כְמַָֽ הּ עַל־ש  ם וְכַדָָּּ֖  אַבְרָהִָ֑

הּ  טז( א יְדָעִָ֑ ָֹ֣ יש ל ָּ֖ ה וְא  ד בְתוּלִָּ֕ ת מַרְאֶהֹ֙ מְאֵֹ֔ נַעֲרָָ֗ טֹבַַּ֤ וְהַַֽ
עַל׃ הּ וַתַָֽ א כַדָָּּ֖ ַ֥ יְנָה וַתְמַלֵּ רֶד הָעֵַ֔ ָ֣  וַתֵּ

י נָָ֛א מְעַט־  יז( ינ  ַ֥ יא  אמֶר הַגְמ  ִֹּ֕ הּ וַי קְרָאתִָ֑ בֶד ל  ֶ֥רׇץ הָעֶָּ֖ וַיַָ֥
ךְ׃ ַֽ כַדֵּּ י ם מ   מַָּ֖

הּ  יח( הּ עַל־ידָָָּ֖ רֶד כַדָָּ֛ ר וַתִֹּ֧ י וַתְמַהֵָּ֗ ִ֑ ה אֲדֹנ  ָ֣ אמֶר שְתֵּ וַתָֹּ֖
הוּ׃  ַֽ  וַתַשְקֵּ

ד   יט( ב עַַ֥ יךֹ֙ אֶשְאֵָ֔ גְמַלֶֶׁ֨ ם ל  אמֶר גַַּ֤ ו וַתָֹ֗ וַתְכַָּ֖ל לְהַשְקֹתִ֑
ת׃  שְתַֹֽ וּ ל  לָּ֖ ם־כ   א 

ל־  כ( וד אֶַֽ רׇץ עָ֛ קֶת וַתַָ֥ ר כַדָּהֹּ֙ אֶל־הַשֵֹ֔ ר וַתְעַַּ֤ וַתְמַהֵָּ֗
יו׃ ב לְכׇל־גְמַלַָֽ שְאַָּ֖ ב וַת  שְאִֹ֑ ר ל  ָּ֖  הַבְאֵּ

יחַ  כא( ִּ֧ צְל  ה  עַת הַַֽ יש לָדַָ֗ ִּ֕ ה לִָ֑הּ מַחֲר  ָּ֖ שְתָאֵּ יש מ  ַ֥ וְהָא 
א׃  ַֹֽ ם־ל ו א   יְהֹוָָ֛ה דַּרְכָּ֖

ישֹ֙   כב( ח הָא  קַַּ֤ ות וַי  שְתֵ֔ יםֹ֙ ל  וּ הַגְמַל  לַּ֤ ר כ  י כַאֲשֶֶׁ֨ ויְַה ָ֗
ה  יהָ עֲשָרַָ֥ יםֹ֙ עַל־ידֵֶָ֔ יד  ַּ֤י צְמ  ו וּשְנֵּ שְקָלִ֑ קַע מ  ב בֶָּ֖ נֶֶָ֣֥זֶם זָהֵָ֔

ם׃  שְקָלַָֽ ב מ   זָהָָּ֖
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23) “Pray tell me,” he said, “whose daughter are you? Is there room in your 
father’s house for us to spend the night?” 
24) She replied, “I am the daughter of Bethuel the son of Milcah, whom she 
bore to Nahor.” 
25) And she went on, “There is plenty of straw and feed at home, and also 
room to spend the night.” 
26) The man bowed low in homage to God. 
27) and said, “Blessed be God, the God of my master Abraham’s 
[house], who has not withheld steadfast faithfulness from my master. 
For I have been guided on my errand by God, to the house of my 
master’s kin.” 

יךְ   כג( ָ֛ ית־אָב  ִּ֧ש בֵּ י הֲיֵּ ִ֑ י נָָּ֖א ל  יד  ַ֥ תְ הַג  י אֵַ֔ ָ֣ אמֶרֹ֙ בַת־מ  ֹֹ֙ וַי
ין׃ ַֽ נוּ לָל  ום לָָּ֖  מָקַ֥

ר   כד( ה אֲשֶַ֥ לְכִָּ֕ י בֶן־מ  כ  ל אָנִֹ֑ ָּ֖ יו בַת־בְתוּאֵּ לֵָ֔ אמֶר אֵּ וַתָֹ֣
ור׃ ה לְנָחַֽ  ילְָדָָּ֖

נוּ גַם־  כה( מִָ֑ ב ע  וא רַָ֣ סְפָּ֖ בֶן גַם־מ  יו גַם־תֶַ֥ לֵָ֔ אמֶר אֵּ וַתָֹ֣
וּן׃ ום לָלַֽ  מָקָּ֖

יהֹוַָֽה׃ כו( חוּ לַַֽ שְתַָּ֖ יש וַי  ד הָא ֵ֔ קָֹ֣  וַי 
א־  כז( ַֹֽ ר ל שֶָ֠ ם אֲָ֠ י אַבְרָהֵָ֔ ָ֣ יֹ֙ אֲדֹנ  וּךְ יְהֹוהָֹ֙ אֱלֹהֵּ אמֶר בָרַּ֤ ָֹ֗ וַי

ה   י יְהֹוֵָ֔ נ  רֶךְֹ֙ נָחַָ֣ י בַדֶֹּ֙ י אָנֹכ ָ֗ ִ֑ ם אֲדֹנ  ָ֣ ע  ו מֵּ תָּ֖ עָזַַ֥ב חַסְדָּ֛ו וַאֲמ 
י׃  ַֽ י אֲדֹנ  ַ֥ ית אֲחֵּ ָּ֖  בֵּ

 
Rivka – the next Abraham?  
 

2) Genesis 12:1-2 
God said to Abram, “Go forth from your native land and from your father’s 
house to the land that I will show you. 
2 I will make of you a great nation, And I will bless you; I will make your 
name great, And you shall be a blessing. 

 ב-בראשית יב:א 
ולַדְתְךָּ֖  מַֽ אַרְצְךַ֥ וּמ  ם לֶךְ־לְךָ֛ מֵּ אמֶר יְהוהָֹ֙ אֶל־אַבְרֵָ֔ ַֹּ֤ וַי

ךָ׃  ר אַרְאֶַֽ רֶץ אֲשֶַ֥ יך אֶל־הָאָָּ֖ ִ֑ ית אָב  ָ֣ בֵּ  וּמ 
ָּ֖ה   ך והְֶיֵּ רֶכְךֵ֔ וַאֲגַדְּלָָּ֖ה שְמִֶ֑ ול וַאֲבָָ֣ וי גָדֵ֔ עֶשְךֹ֙ לְגָ֣ ב וְאֶַֽ

ה׃  בְרָכַָֽ

 

3) Genesis 24:57-58 
57) And they said, “Let us call the girl and ask for her reply  ”. 
58) They called Rebekah and said to her, “Will you go with this man ?” And 
she said, “I will go”. 
59) So they sent off their sister Rebekah and her nurse along with 
Abraham’s servant and his entourage.  
60) And they blessed Rebekah and said to her, 
“O sister!  May you grow Into thousands of myriads; 
May your descendants seize  the gates of their foes.” 

 נ״ח -בראשית כ״ד:נ״ז
יהָ׃ )נח(   ַֽ שְאֲלָָּ֖ה אֶת־פ  נַעֲרִָ֑ וְנ  א לַַֽ קְרָָ֣ וּ נ  )נז( וַיאֹמְרָּ֖
יש   ָ֣ ם־הָא  י ע  ָּ֖ לְכ  יהָ הֲתֵּ לֵֶ֔ וּ אֵּ בְקָהֹ֙ וַיאֹמְרָ֣ וּ לְר  קְרְאַּ֤ וַי 

ךְ׃   ַֽ לֵּ אמֶר אֵּ ה וַתָֹּ֖  הַזִֶ֑

הּ וְאֶת־ )נט(   ָּ֑ ם וְאֶת־מֵנִקְת  ָ֖ ה אֲחֹת  ָ֥ לְח֛וּ אֶת־רִבְק  ַֽיְשַׁ וַׁ 
יו׃   ם וְאֶת־אֲנ ש   ָ֖ ה  בְר  בֶד אַׁ  עֶָ֥

י )ס(  תְ הֲיִָ֖ ָ֥ נוּ אַׁ הּ אֲחֹתֵֵ֕ אמְרוּ ל ָ֔ ֹֹּ֣ ה֙ וַׁי רְכ֤וּ אֶת־רִבְק  וַׁיְב 
יו׃ ר שנְֹא   עַׁ ָ֥ ת שַׁ ךְ אֵָ֖ רְעֵָ֔ ש זַׁ ֹּ֣ ה וְיִירַׁ ָּ֑ ב  י רְב  לְפֵֹּ֣  לְאַׁ

  ”. 

 ז׳ -בראשית י״ח:ג׳
ר אדו)ג(  יך אַל־נַָ֥א    ניוַיאֹמִַ֑ ינֵֶ֔ ןֹ֙ בְעֵּ י חֵּ את  א מָצַָּ֤ ם־נֶָׁ֨ א 

וּ   ם וְרַחֲצָּ֖ י  ח־נָָ֣א מְעַט־מֵַ֔ ך׃ )ד( יקַַֻֽ ל עַבְדֶַּֽ עַַ֥ ר מֵּ תַעֲבָֹּ֖
חֶם   ה פַת־לֶַ֜ ץ׃ )ה( וְאֶקְחֶָׁ֨ ַֽ חַת הָעֵּ וּ תַַ֥ שָעֲנָּ֖ ַֽ יכִֶ֑ם וְה  רַגְלֵּ

ם עַַֽ  ַ֥ן עֲבַרְתֶָּ֖ י־עַל־כֵּ ַֽ רוּ כ  ר תַעֲבֵֹ֔ בְכֶםֹ֙ אַחַָ֣ וּ ל  ל־וְסַעֲדַּ֤
ר   ִּ֧ רְתָ׃ )ו( ויְַמַהֵּ בַַֽ ר דּ  ה כַאֲשֶַ֥ ַ֥ן תַעֲשֶָּ֖ וּ כֵּ אמְרֵ֔ ָֹ֣ עַבְדְּכִֶ֑ם וַי
יםֹ֙   ש סְא  י שְלַֹּ֤ ִ֞ אמֶר מַהֲר  ָֹ֗ ה וַי הֱלָה אֶל־שָרִָ֑ ם הָאָֹּ֖ אַבְרָהָָ֛

ץ   ר רָָ֣ ות׃ )ז( וְאֶל־הַבָקָָּ֖ י עֻגַֽ ַ֥ י וַעֲש  וּש  לֶת לָּ֖ מַח סֵֹ֔ קֶָ֣
ם וַי   עַר  אַבְרָהִָ֑ ן אֶל־הַנֵַ֔ ָ֣ תֵּ ךְ וטָובֹ֙ וַי  ר רַַּ֤ ח בֶן־בָקַָ֜ קֶַׁ֨

ו׃   ות אֹתַֽ ר לַעֲשַ֥ ָּ֖  ויְַמַהֵּ

4) Genesis 18:3-7 
3) He said, “My lords! If it please you, do not go on past your servant  . 
4) Let a little water be brought; bathe your feet and recline under the tree.   
(5  And let me fetch a morsel of bread that you may refresh yourselves; then 

go on—seeing that you have come your servant’s way.” They replied, “Do as 
you have said  ”. 
6) Abraham hastened into the tent to Sarah, and said, “Quick, three seahs of 
choice flour! Knead and make cakes  ”! 
7) Then Abraham ran to the herd, took a calf, tender and choice, and gave it 
to a servant-boy, who hastened to prepare it  . 

 
Rivka – the next Sara?  
 

5) Genesis Rabbah 60:12 
"And Isaac brought her into the tent of Sarah, his mother-" All the days that 
Sarah was alive, a cloud was connected (lit. tied) to the entrance of her 
tent. When she died, the cloud stopped [resting at her tent.] And when 
Rebecca came, the cloud returned. All the days that Sarah was alive, the 
doors were open wide. When she died, the wideness stopped. And when 
Rebecca came, the wideness returned. And all the days that Sarah was 
alive, there was a blessing in her dough, and when Sarah died, that 
blessing ended. When Rebecca came, [the blessing] returned. All the days 
that Sarah was alive, there was a candle that would burn from Sabbath Eve 
to [the next] Sabbath Eve, and when she died, the candle stopped [burning 
for so long]. And when Rebecca came, [the week-long flame of the candle] 
returned. And as soon as [Isaac] saw her, that she did the deeds of his 
mother, separating her challah in purity and separating her dough in purity, 
he brought her into the tent.  

 בראשית רבה ס:יב 
מו צְחָק הָאֹהֱלָה שָרָה א  אֶהָ י  (, כָל  בראשית כד, סז ) ויְַב 

ים שֶהָיְתָה שָרָה קַיֶמֶת הָיהָ עָנָן קָשוּר עַל פֶתַח   ימָ 
בְקָה   יוןָ שֶבָאת ר  תָה פָסַק אותו עָנָן, וְכֵּ יוןָ שֶמֵּ אָהֳלָהּ, כֵּ

ים שֶהָיְתָה שָרָה קַיֶמֶת הָיוּ   חָזַר אותו עָנָן. כָל ימָ 
יוןָ שֶ  רְוחָָה, וְכֵּ תָה שָרָה פָסְקָה  דְּלָתות פְתוּחות ל  מֵּ

בְקָה חָזְרָה אותָהּ   יוןָ שֶבָאת ר  אותָהּ הָרְוחָָה, וְכֵּ
ים שֶהָיְתָה שָרָה קַיֶמֶת הָיהָ בְרָכָה  הָרְוחָָה. וְכָל ימָ 
תָה שָרָה פָסְקָה אותָהּ   יוןָ שֶמֵּ סָה, וְכֵּ מְשֻלַחַת בָע 

בְקָה חָ  יוןָ שֶבָאת ר  ים שֶהָיְתָה  הַבְרָכָה, כֵּ זְרָה. כָל ימָ 
י שַבָת,   ילֵּ י שַבָת וְעַד לֵּ ילֵּ לֵּ ק מ  שָרָה קַיֶמֶת הָיהָ נֵּר דּולֵּ
בְקָה חָזַר.   יוןָ שֶבָאת ר  תָה פָסַק אותו הַנֵּר, וְכֵּ יוןָ שֶמֵּ וְכֵּ
מו, קוצָה   ה א  יא עושָה כְמַעֲשֵּ יוןָ שֶרָאָה אותָהּ שֶה  וְכֵּ

אֶהָ   חַלָתָהּ יָד וַיְב  סָתָהּ בְטָהֳרָה, מ  בְטָהֳרָה וְקוצָה ע 
צְחָק הָאֹהֱלָה.    י 
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6) Rabbi Aharon Lichtenstein z”l, Was the Test of Rivka Appropriate? 
https://www.etzion.org.il/en/tanakh/torah/sefer-bereishit/parashat-chayei-sara/chayei-sara-was-test-rivka-appropriate 
 
Generally speaking, the ability to take initiative is a very positive quality. But when speaking of a potential mate for 
Yitzchak, it becomes crucial. Generally, Yitzchak is portrayed as a relatively passive character. When he decides to leave 
Eretz Yisrael in a time of famine (Bereishit 26:3), God tells him not to move, but to stay where he is. In the akeida, he is the 
archetype of sacrifice: Avraham is tested, but Yitzchak never reacts; he is sacrificed, quietly and willingly. Later, when 
Yitzchak digs wells, he gives them the same names his father gave them (Bereishit 26:18). 
 
In short, Avraham is a spiritual revolutionary, while Yitzchak is far more passive, willing to walk in his father's footsteps and 
never feeling the need to step out of his father's shadow. Most indicative of his passivity is the fact that towards the end of 
his life, he becomes blind - to the extent that Rivka controls the entire issue of succession and the dispute over the 
birthright, working around him when necessary! Ya'akov, too, was transformed from the child who does as his mother bids 
him into a resourceful planner and executor of a broad strategy - as is evident in his conflicts with both Lavan and Esav. 
Thus, we see that a highly motivated, active figure was needed to balance the more quiet and introspective Yitzchak. 
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