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Parshat Chayei Sarah - Was Rebecca One of the Patriarchs?

1) Genesis 24: 1 =27

1) Abraham was now old, advanced in years, and God had blessed
Abraham in all things.

2) And Abraham said to the senior servant of his household, who had charge
of all that he owned, “Put your hand under my thigh

3) and | will make you swear by God, the God of heaven and the God of the
earth, that you will not take a wife for my son from the daughters of the
Canaanites among whom | dwell,

4) but will go to the land of my birth and get a wife for my son Isaac.”

5) And the servant said to him, “What if the woman does not consent to
follow me to this land, shall | then take your son back to the land from which
you came?”

6) Abraham answered him, “On no account must you take my son back
there!l

7) God, the God of heaven—who took me from my father’s house and from
my native land, who promised me on oath, saying, ‘I will assign this land to
your offspring'—will send a messenger before you, and you will get a wife for
my son from there.

8) And if the woman does not consent to follow you, you shall then be clear
of this oath to me; but do not take my son back there.”

9) So the servant put his hand under the thigh of his master Abraham and
swore to him as bidden.

10) Then the servant took ten of his master’'s camels and set out, taking with
him all the bounty of his master; and he made his way to Aram-naharaim, to
the city of Nahor.

11) He made the camels kneel down by the well outside the city, at evening
time, the time when women come out to draw water.

12) And he said, “O God, God of my master Abraham’s [house], grant
me good fortune this day, and deal graciously with my master
Abraham:

13) Here | stand by the spring as the daughters of the townspeople
come out to draw water;

14) let the maiden to whom I say, ‘Please, lower your jar that | may
drink,” and who replies, ‘Drink, and | will also water your camels’—let
her be the one whom You have decreed for Your servant Isaac.
Thereby shall | know that You have dealt graciously with my master.”
15) He had scarcely finished speaking, when Rebekah, who was born to
Bethuel, the son of Milcah the wife of Abraham’s brother Nahor, came out
with her jar on her shoulder.

16) The maiden was very beautiful—[and] a virgin, no man having known
her. She went down to the spring, filled her jar, and came up.

17) The servant ran toward her and said, “Please, let me sip a little water
from your jar.”

18) “Drink, my lord,” she said, and she quickly lowered her jar upon her hand
and let him drink.

19) When she had let him drink his fill, she said, “I| will also draw for your
camels, until they finish drinking.”

20) Quickly emptying her jar into the trough, she ran back to the well to draw,
and she drew for all his camels.

21) The man, meanwhile, stood gazing at her, silently wondering whether
God had made his errand successful or not.

22) When the camels had finished drinking, the man took a gold nose-ring
weighing a half-shekel,and two gold bands for her arms, ten shekels in
weight.
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23) “Pray tell me,” he said, “whose daughter are you? Is there room in your
father’s house for us to spend the night?”

24) She replied, “I am the daughter of Bethuel the son of Milcah, whom she
bore to Nahor.”

25) And she went on, “There is plenty of straw and feed at home, and also
room to spend the night.”

26) The man bowed low in homage to God.

27) and said, “Blessed be God, the God of my master Abraham’s
[house], who has not withheld steadfast faithfulness from my master.
For I have been guided on my errand by God, to the house of my
master’s kin.”
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Rivka —the next Abraham?

2) Genesis 12:1-2

God said to Abram, “Go forth from your native land and from your father’s
house to the land that | will show you.

2 1 will make of you a great nation, And | will bless you; | will make your
name great, And you shall be a blessing.
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3) Genesis 24:57-58

57) And they said, “Let us call the girl and ask for her reply ”.

58) They called Rebekah and said to her, “Will you go with this man ?” And
she said, “l will go”.

59) So they sent off their sister Rebekah and her nurse along with
Abraham’s servant and his entourage.

60) And they blessed Rebekah and said to her,

“O sister! May you grow Into thousands of myriads;

May your descendants seize the gates of their foes.”
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4) Genesis 18:3-7

3) He said, “My lords! If it please you, do not go on past your servant .

4) Let a little water be brought; bathe your feet and recline under the tree.

5) And let me fetch a morsel of bread that you may refresh yourselves; then
go on—seeing that you have come your servant’s way.” They replied, “Do as
you have said ”.

6) Abraham hastened into the tent to Sarah, and said, “Quick, three seahs of
choice flour! Knead and make cakes !

7) Then Abraham ran to the herd, took a calf, tender and choice, and gave it
to a servant-boy, who hastened to prepare it .
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Rivka —the next Sara?

5) Genesis Rabbah 60:12

"And Isaac brought her into the tent of Sarah, his mother-" All the days that
Sarah was alive, a cloud was connected (lit. tied) to the entrance of her
tent. When she died, the cloud stopped [resting at her tent.] And when
Rebecca came, the cloud returned. All the days that Sarah was alive, the
doors were open wide. When she died, the wideness stopped. And when
Rebecca came, the wideness returned. And all the days that Sarah was
alive, there was a blessing in her dough, and when Sarah died, that
blessing ended. When Rebecca came, [the blessing] returned. All the days
that Sarah was alive, there was a candle that would burn from Sabbath Eve
to [the next] Sabbath Eve, and when she died, the candle stopped [burning
for so long]. And when Rebecca came, [the week-long flame of the candle]
returned. And as soon as [Isaac] saw her, that she did the deeds of his
mother, separating her challah in purity and separating her dough in purity,
he brought her into the tent.
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6) Rabbi Aharon Lichtenstein z”’l, Was the Test of Rivka Appropriate?
https://www.etzion.org.il/en/tanakh/torah/sefer-bereishit/parashat-chayei-sara/chayei-sara-was-test-rivka-appropriate

Generally speaking, the ability to take initiative is a very positive quality. But when speaking of a potential mate for
Yitzchak, it becomes crucial. Generally, Yitzchak is portrayed as a relatively passive character. When he decides to leave
Eretz Yisrael in a time of famine (Bereishit 26:3), God tells him not to move, but to stay where he is. In the akeida, he is the
archetype of sacrifice: Avraham is tested, but Yitzchak never reacts; he is sacrificed, quietly and willingly. Later, when
Yitzchak digs wells, he gives them the same names his father gave them (Bereishit 26:18).

In short, Avraham is a spiritual revolutionary, while Yitzchak is far more passive, willing to walk in his father's footsteps and
never feeling the need to step out of his father's shadow. Most indicative of his passivity is the fact that towards the end of
his life, he becomes blind - to the extent that Rivka controls the entire issue of succession and the dispute over the
birthright, working around him when necessary! Ya'akov, too, was transformed from the child who does as his mother bids
him into a resourceful planner and executor of a broad strategy - as is evident in his conflicts with both Lavan and Esav.
Thus, we see that a highly motivated, active figure was needed to balance the more quiet and introspective Yitzchak.
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