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Session Three: Finding Our Voices on Yom Kippur

1) UneTaneh Tokef Prayer

Let us now relate the power of this day's holiness, for it is awesome and frightening. On it Your Kingship will be
exalted; Your throne will be firmed with kindness and You will sit upon it in truth. It is true that You alone are
the One Who judges, proves, knows, and bears witness; Who writes and seals, Who counts and Who calculates.
You will remember all that was forgotten. You will open the Book of Remembrances — it will read itself — and
each person's signature is there. And the great shofar will be sounded and a kol demama dakah still, thin
voice will be heard. Angels will hasten, a trembling and terror will seize them — and they will say, 'Behold, it is
the Day of Judgment, to muster the heavenly host for judgment!' — for even they are not guiltless in Your eyes

in judgment."

2) Kings 119:9-13

(9) And he came there into a cave, and slept there; and, behold, the word
of the LORD came to him, and God said unto him: 'Why are you here,
Elijah?' (10) And he said: 'l have been very jealous for the LORD, the God
of hosts; for the children of Israel have forsaken Your covenant, thrown
down Your altars, and killed Your prophets with the sword; and | am the
only one left; and they seek my life, to take it away.'

(11) And God said: 'Go. Stand upon the mountain before the LORD.' And,
behold, the LORD passed by, and a great and strong wind rent the
mountains, and broke in pieces the rocks before the LORD; but the LORD
was not in the wind; and after the wind an earthquake; but the LORD was
not in the earthquake;

(12) And after the earthquake a fire; but the LORD was not in the fire; and
after the fire a kol demama daka - a still small voice.

(13) And when Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face in his mantle, and went
out, and stood in the entrance of the cave. And, behold, there came a
voice unto him, and said: 'Why are you here, Elijah?

L' P19 X DA

NINI 0w |21 NVNn 28 DY KA1 (D)
IR N9 7 0N 12 R IR pip AT
NINIX NN PIPY? MNP NI IR (1)
'MNATA NN 781Y' 111NN 1TV 1D
1IN ININI 1IN 120N N NIREIDN
NNNPY? 'w91 NN 1WA Y

217" 1197 N2 NTAVIERX IR (NY)
7191 PTNEN21TA NNEAY PP NN
NN2 X7 pIp' 1292 0'W720 1awni 0Nn
DI WU N2 WU NN DRI PIDY
ANNI DI W N7 WK WUIN NN (QY)
NPT NINNT 21 WRN

IMITNA 1129 D' IR unw2 i (a)
21 1'28 NN NYNAN NN TAY' KXY
JINIR N9 72 nn NN

3) Rabbi Jeffrey Cohen, Prayer and Penitence, pp. 73 — 74

The Phrase still small voice (kol demamah dakah) has become such a popular idiom in the English language that
few are aware of the inherent problem its translation presents. The Hebrew word demamabh is from the root
dmm, meaning “to be (struck) dumb,” “to be silent.” It is very difficult therefore to make sense of this concept,

III

of a voice that is both “silent” and yet, at the same time, “smal

(or “thin,” which approximates closer to the

usual meaning of the Hebrew dakah)! It clearly can only refer, therefore, to an inner voice, the voice of the
emotions, the silent call of the heavenly beloved that the God-intoxicated swear they can hear, so real is the
proximity of the presence. God was demonstrating powerfully to Elijah that there was no place for fear,
depression, or self-doubt, however bleak the circumstances of his plight. God could, of course, cause
cataclysmic havoc — wind, earthquake, fire —to manifest Himself and to defend protect and guide His chosen
prophet. But the most effective protection was the incomparable sense of security induced by man of faith’s
own unswerving conviction that he possesses an inner guiding and directing voice, “a still small voice,” that,
though still and inaudible to those around, and though small, in the sense that the prophet himself may not
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always be totally certain that he hears, and understands its import, it is indubitable a force within him, a
manifestation of a higher will, in which the man of God should glory and in accordance with which he should

continue fearlessly with his life’s mission.

“The great shofar is sounded” on this holy day. But it is not what which will induce the ideal state of repentance.
This can only be achieved by our listening out for what is within us — the still small voice. It is the internalization
of our desperate desire for God’s proximity that will create that potent inner voice. It is not the externally, and
artificially, induced vibrations of even the greatest and loudest shofar. God may be sensed far more easily
within our own soul — where God already resides — than by looking further afield for any evidence of His

existence.

4) Babylonian Talmud Tractate Brachot 7a

R. Yohanan says in the name of R. Yose: How do we know that the Holy
Blessed One prays?

Because it says: Even them will | bring to My holy mountain and make
them joyful in My house of prayer.

It is not said, 'their prayer', but '"My prayer'; hence [you learn] that the
Holy Blessed One prays.

What does God pray?

R. Zutra b. Tobi said in the name of Rav: 'May it be My will that My
mercy may suppress My anger, and that My mercy may prevail over My
[other] attributes, so that | may deal with My children in the attribute of
mercy and, on their behalf, stop short of the limit of strict justice'.
Rabbi Ishmael ben Elisha said: | once entered into the innermost part of
the Sanctuary to offer incense and | saw the Lord of Hosts seated upon
a high and exalted throne. God said to me: “Ishmael my son, bless Me!”
| replied, “May it be your will that your mercy may suppress your anger
and may your mercy prevail over your other attributes, so that You may
deal with your children according to the attribute of mercy, and may, on
their behalf, stop short of the limit of strict justice!”

And God nodded to me.

And this comes to teach us that the blessing given by an ordinary
person should never be light in your eyes.

:TNI2NA NJ0N 221 TINYN

n"apnw ' or 1 oiwn PNt
?%9%ann

N 2R OMINANL (T, VYY) InKaY
M29n N2 DMNNYI YT

M79N K78 1K1 X7 DN79n

2729nn n"apnw [Nan

21980 'ND

71"N127 IR N1IL 12 KIDIT2 NN
9N 17121 'OVY] NIN 'MNT 1w22'Y 19970
D'NN1 NTAA 22 DY ANINNIEMITA 2V
J'TN MW 0197 DN DIANI

NNX DYU9 UWR 12 980N 1N RN
MINII D971 1297 NILH 1'LPNY 'MDI1D)
ND2J 2V 2WI' KINW NINAX NN INNIN
11272 122 7RUNW! 172 I0KRI1 KW DN

NN 1'MN1 Iw22'Y 11970 1" 12 MInN
DY ANINNI NI 2V 71'N1 17131 Joud
D'19% DN7 D1ONI DMNIN NTAL DA
[T NIwn

&N 17 Vavdl

2'2'W2 N7 DIMTN N2 XKNNN2Y 2" Dpl



mailto:yepstein@jewishedproject.org

