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Session One: Don’t Get Stuck in the Thorns

1) Genesis 22:10-13

(10) And Abraham picked up the knife to slay his son.

(11) Then an angel of God called to him from heaven: “Abraham!
Abraham!” And he answered, “Here | am.”

(12) And he said, “Do not raise your hand against the boy, or do
anything to him. For now | know that you fear God, since you have
not withheld your son, your favored one, from Me.”

(13) When Abraham looked up, his eye fell upon a ram, caught in
the thicket by its horns. So Abraham went and took the ram and
offered it up as a burnt offering in place of his son.
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2) Vayikra Rabbah 29:10

And Abraham lifted his eyes, and looked, and behold, behind him a
ram caught in the thicket by its horns (Gen 22:13). This teaches us
that the Holy Blessed One showed our father Abraham the ram
tearing itself free from one thicket and getting entangled in another.
The Holy Blessed One said to Abraham: 'In a similar manner are your
children destined to be caught by iniquities and entangled by
troubles, but they will ultimately be redeemed through the horns of
the ram.' Hence it is written: The Lord God will blow the

horn (Zechariah 9:14).

Rabbi Abba the son of Rav Papi and Rabbi Yehoshua of Sichnin said
in the name of Rabbi Levi: All the days of the year, Israel is busy
with its work, and on Rosh Hashana they pick up their shofars and
blow them before Hashem. And God gets up from the throne of
justice, and moves to the throne of mercy and is filled with mercy
for them. When is this? “In the seventh month.” (Vayikra 23:24)
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3) Rabbi Aviva Richman, Shevarim: Birth of a Shattered World

https://www.hadar.org/torah-tefillah/resources/bitzror-hahayyim-bond-life-full-file

What is this thorn? Perhaps it is the thorn of the bush of the Akeidah, which we read on Rosh Hashanah.
This thorn bush both obscured salvation and produced salvation because of what was stuck inside it. The
thorn represents the harshest pain and sacrifice, and it represents stuckness, and yet it also holds

possibility.
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