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Parshat Beha’alotcha — 1 do not Yet Know, | do not Yet Understand — But | Can Learn

Babylonian Talmud Tracate Brachot 4a
Teach your tongue to say | do not know! Lest you become
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entangled in a web of deceit. IR
Numbers 9:1-15 W-R:W 92723
God spoke to Moses in the wilderness of Sinai, on the first new moon of 732 02702 TWhTOR P10 03T
the second year following the exodus from the land of Egypt, saying: W2 D087 YIRD DORYY moivo
Let the Israelite people offer the passover sacrifice at its set time: “NR ORI WY (IhRD TR

you shall offer it on the fourteenth day of this month, at twilight, at its set
time; you shall offer it in accordance with all its rules and rites.

Moses instructed the Israelites to offer the passover sacrifice;

and they offered the passover sacrifice in the first month, on the
fourteenth day of the month, at twilight, in the wilderness of Sinai. Just as
God had commanded Moses, so the Israelites did.

But there were some householders who were impure by reason of a corpse
and could not offer the passover sacrifice on that day. Appearing that
same day before Moses and Aaron,

those householders said to them, “Impure though we are by reason of a
corpse, why must we be debarred from presenting God’s offering at its set
time with the rest of the Israelites?”

Moses said to them, “Stand by, and let me hear what instructions God
gives about you.”

And God spoke to Moses, saying:

Speak to the Israelite people, saying: When any party—whether you or
your posterity—who is defiled by a corpse or is on a long journey would
offer a passover sacrifice to God,

they shall offer it in the second month, on the fourteenth day of the month,
at twilight. They shall eat it with unleavened bread and bitter herbs, and
they shall not leave any of it over until morning. They shall not break a
bone of it. They shall offer it in strict accord with the law of the passover
sacrifice.

But if any party who is pure and not on a journey refrains from offering
the passover sacrifice, that person shall be cut off from kin, for God’s
offering was not presented at its set time; that party shall bear the guilt.
And when a stranger who resides with you would offer a passover
sacrifice to God, it must be offered in accordance with the rules and rites
of the passover sacrifice. There shall be one law for you, whether stranger
or citizen of the country.
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Four Cases Where Moses says — | do not know:

1. Gatherer of Branches on Shabbat — Numbers 15:32 — 37
2. The one who curses God — Leviticus 24:10-16

3. Pesach Sheni — the “second Pesach” - above

4. The Daughters of Zelophad — Numbers 27:1-11
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Targum Yonatan on Numbers 27:5

(paraphrased by Yaffa Epstein)

And Moshe brought their cause before God -

This is one of the four cases of judgment brought before Moses the
prophet, and which he resolved in this manner. Of them some were
judgments regarding civil matters, and some of them regarding
capital matters. In both of these kinds of cases — Moshe said | do not
know. To set an example for the future heads of the Sanhedrin, who
when they have a question, they will not hesitate to ask — as they will
say — Moshe, who was the Leader of Israel, had to say “I do not
know” and thus it says, And Mosheh brought their cause before the
Lord.
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Numbers 8:1-4

God spoke to Moses, saying:

Speak to Aaron and say to him, “When you mount the lamps, let
the seven lamps give light at the front of the lampstand.”

Aaron did so; he mounted the lamps at the front of the
lampstand, as God had commanded Moses.—

Now this is how the lampstand was made: it was hammered
work of gold, hammered from base to petal. According to the
pattern that God had shown Moses, so was the lampstand made.
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Sifrei Numbers - BeHa’alotkha 3

This is how the menorah should be made hammered gold from its
base to its ornamental flowers it should be hammered. According to
the image that God showed Moshe, so he made the menorah. R.
Akiva says: This is one of three things that Moshe found difficult,
and God demonstrated to Moshe with His finger. Similarly, you
would say [that this is so regarding] This will be the first of the
months (Exodus 12:2). Similarly, you would say [that this is so
regarding] This will be impure to you (Leviticus 11:29).
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Midrash Tanhuma (Warsaw) Shemot 25
And how did the voice emerge? To all of Israel, each individual

according to his ability. The elders according to their ability, the young
men according to their ability, the little kids according to their ability, the
infants according to their ability, the women according to their ability,
and even Moshe according to his ability. As it says, Moshe would speak
and God would respond bekol (in the voice) (Exodus19:19)—in the voice
that he could bear. And it says, The voice of God is in power (Psalms

29:4), not in God’s power, but power—the power/ability of each

individual. And even pregnant women according to their ability, that is to

say—all of Israel, each individual according to his ability.
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Rabbi Dena Weiss — Torah for the Average
https://www.hadar.org/torah-tefillah/resources/torah-average

Moshe Rabbeinu taught us that integrity, devotion, and dedication are the real character traits that God looks
for in someone who will speak for Him. Moshe inspires in us the sense that greatness in Torah is not
connected to talent, achievement, or expertise. That we should aim to follow and represent the Torah, rather

than to own or master it.
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