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1) Babylonian Talmud Tractate Shabbat 88b — 89a

And Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi said:

When Moses ascended to the Heavens, the ministering angels said
before the Holy One, Master of the Universe, what is one born of a
woman doing here among us?

The Holy One said to them: He came to receive the Torah.

The Angels said before God: The Torah is a hidden treasure that was
concealed by You for 974 generations before the creation of the world,
and you seek to give it to flesh and blood? As it is stated: “The word
which God commanded to a thousand generations” (Psalms 105:8).
“What is man that You are mindful of him and the son of man that You
think of him?” (Psalms 8:5).

Rather, “God our Lord, how glorious is Your name in all the earth that
Your majesty is placed above the heavens” (Psalms 8:2). The rightful
place of God’s majesty, the Torah, is in the heavens.

The Holy One said to Moses: Provide them with an answer as to why
the Torah should be given to the people.

Moses said before God: Master of the Universe, | am afraid lest they
burn me with the breath of their mouths.

God said to him: Grasp My throne of glory for strength and protection,
and provide them with an answer.

And from where is this derived? As it is stated: “God causes him to
grasp the front of the throne, and spreads God’s cloud over it” (Job
26:9), and Rabbi Nahum said: This verse teaches that God spread the
radiance of God'’s presence and God’s cloud over Moses.

Moses said before God: Master of the Universe, the Torah that You are
giving me, what is written in it?

“l am the Lord your God Who brought you out of Egypt from the house
of bondage” (Exodus 20:2).

Moses said to the angels: Did you descend to Egypt? Were you
enslaved to Pharaoh? Why should the Torah be yours?

Again: What else is written in it?

“You shall have no other gods before Me” (Exodus 20:3).

Moses said to the angels: Do you dwell among the nations who
worship idols that you require this special warning?

Again Moses asked: What else is written in it?

“Remember the Shabbat day to sanctify it” (Exodus 20:8). Moses asked
the angels: Do you perform labor that you require rest from it?

Again: What else is written in it? “Do not take the name of the Lord
your God in vain” (Exodus 20:7).

Moses asked the angels: Do you conduct business with one another
that may lead you to swear falsely?

Again: What else is written in it?

“Honor your father and your mother” (Exodus 20:12).
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Moses asked the angels: Do you have a father or a mother?

Again: What else is written in it?

“You shall not murder, you shall not commit adultery, you shall not
steal” (Exodus 20:13). Is there jealousy among you, or is there an evil
inclination within you that would render these commandments
relevant?

Immediately they agreed with the Holy One as it is stated: “God our
Lord, how glorious is Your name in all the earth” (Psalms 8:10), while
“that Your majesty is placed above the heavens” is not written
Immediately, each and every one of the angels became an admirer of
Moses and passed something to him, as it is stated: “You ascended on
high, you took a captive, you took gifts on account of man, and even
among the rebellious also that the Lord God might dwell there” (Psalms
68:19). The meaning of the verse is: In reward for the fact that they
called you man, you are not an angel and the Torah is applicable to you,
you took gifts from the angels.

And even the Angel of Death gave him something, as Moses told Aaron
how to stop the plague, as it is stated: “And he placed the incense, and
he atoned for the people” (Numbers 17:12).

And the verse says: “And he stood between the dead and the living,
and the plague was stopped” (Numbers 17:13). If it were not that the
Angel of Death told him this remedy, would he have known it?
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2) Exodus 19:16— 20:2

16) On the third day, as morning dawned, there was thunder, and
lightning, and a dense cloud upon the mountain, and a very loud blast of
the horn; and all the people who were in the camp trembled.

17) Moses led the people out of the camp toward God, and they took
their places at the foot of the mountain.

18) Now Mount Sinai was all in smoke, for God had come down upon it
in fire; the smoke rose like the smoke of a kiln, and the whole mountain
shook violently.

19) The blare of the horn grew louder and louder. As Moses spoke, God
answered him in thunder.

20) God came down upon Mount Sinai, on the top of the mountain, and
God called Moses to the top of the mountain and Moses went up.

21) God said to Moses, “Go down, warn the people not to break through
to God to gaze, lest many of them perish.

22) The priests also, who come near God, must stay pure, lest God break
out against them.”

23) But Moses said to God, “The people cannot come up to Mount Sinai,
for You warned us saying, ‘Set bounds about the mountain and sanctify
it.””

24) So, God said to him, “Go down, and come back together with Aaron;
but let not the priests or the people break through to come up to God,
lest [God] break out against them.”

25) And Moses went down to the people and spoke to them.
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1) God spoke all these words, saying:

2) I am the Lord your God who brought you out of the land of Egypt, the
house of bondage:
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3) Psalm 8

(1) For the Leader; upon the Gittith. A Psalm of David.

(2) O God, our Lord, how glorious is Your name in all the earth! Whose
majesty is bestowed upon the heavens.

(3) Out of the mouth of babes and suckling’s You have founded strength,
because of Your adversaries; that You might still the enemy and the
avenger.

(4) When | behold Your heavens, the work of Your fingers, the moon and
the stars, which You hast established;

(5) What is man, that You art mindful of him? The son of man, that You
think of him?

(6) Yet You have made him but little lower than the angels, and hast
crowned him with glory and honor.

(7) You have made him to have dominion over the works of Your hands;
You have put all things under his feet:

(8) Sheep and oxen, all of them, and the beasts of the field;

(9) The fowl of the air, and the fish of the sea; whatever passes through
the paths of the seas.

(10) O God, our Lord, how glorious is Your name in all the earth!
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