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Parshat Shelach - On Grasshoppers, Self Confidence, and Fringes

1) Numbers 13:1-3, 25-33, 14:1-10

1God spoke to Moses, saying,

2“Send men to scout the land of Canaan, which | am giving to the
Israelite people; send one man from each of their ancestral tribes,
each one a chieftain among them.”

35S0 Moses, by God’s command, sent them out from the
wilderness of Paran, all the men being leaders of the Israelites.

Z5At the end of forty days they returned from scouting the land.

26 They went straight to Moses and Aaron and the whole Israelite
community at Kadesh in the wilderness of Paran, and they made
their report to them and to the whole community, as they showed
them the fruit of the land.

2’ This is what they told him: “We came to the land you sent us
to; it does indeed flow with milk and honey, and this is its fruit.
22 However, the people who inhabit the country are powerful,
and the cities are fortified and very large; moreover, we saw the
Anakites there.

2 Amalekites dwell in the Negeb region; Hittites, Jebusites, and
Amorites inhabit the hill country; and Canaanites dwell by the Sea
and along the Jordan.”

30 Caleb hushed the people before Moses and said, “Let us by all
means go up, and we shall gain possession of it, for we shall surely
overcome it.”

31 But the men who had gone up with him said, “We cannot
attack that people, for they are stronger than us.”

32 And they spread defamatory statements about the land they
had scouted among the Israelites, saying, “The country that we
traversed and scouted is one that devours its settlers. All the
people that we saw in it are men of great size;

33 we saw the Nephilim there—the Anakites are part of the
Nephilim—and we looked like grasshoppers to ourselves, and so
we must have looked to them.”

Chapter 14

! The whole community broke into loud cries, and the people wept
that night. 2 All the Israelites railed against Moses and Aaron. “If
only we had died in the land of Egypt,” the whole community
shouted at them, “or if only we might die in this wilderness! 3 Why
is God taking us to that land to fall by the sword? Our wives and
children will be carried off! It would be better for us to go back to
Egypt!” 4 And they said to one another, “Let us head back for
Egypt.”

> Then Moses and Aaron fell on their faces before all the
assembled congregation of the Israelites. ® And Joshua son of Nun
and Caleb son of Jephunneh, of those who had scouted the land,
rent their clothes 7 and exhorted the whole Israelite community:
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“The land that we traversed and scouted is an exceedingly good WK YIRD MMR? 7K 2 NTYU7279K RN
land. 2 If God is pleased with us, God will bring us into that land, TR TRN YIND N2ID ANK N7 N2 1172V
a land that flows with milk and honey, and give it to us; ° only NINTD YIND 7 1INIR N1 i 122 yan ox
you must not rebel against God. Have no fear then of the people "WATI 220 NAT NIDTIWN VIR 417 RN
of the country, for they are our prey: their protection has DUTININTR 7K DARITINA™IR NN R
departed from them, but God is with us. Have no fear of 17N NN’ D290 D2X 1D D7) 4IRN7 12 YIND
them!” 1° As the whole community threatened to pelt them with D282 DIN DiN? NTYUN ™72 NN DR YA7X
stones, the Presence of God appeared in the Tent of Meeting to all 11277279 TVIN 7nk2 N1 i T
the Israelites. {a} xwe

2) Dr. Erica Brown, Leadership in the Wilderness; Authority and Anarchy in the Book of Numbers, Chapter 8
The land they described was one bounded by subjective perceptions. The enemy looked insurmountable, and
they saw themselves as defeated. Yet they made one more assumption based on this vision; if they felt small in
their own eyes, surely the enemy would see them as insignificant. All of these assumptions were based on what
they thought they saw. As a result, they arrived at conclusions that would result in particular actions. They
influenced the group to “rail against Moses and Aaron” and decided to renege on the journey: “Let us head back
for Egypt.

3) Numbers 15:37-41 NND —T12:10 127N
The Lord said to Moses as follows: “Speak to the Israelite AR NYNTIN NN RN
people and instruct them to make for themselves fringes on | '9127u NY'Y DY 18I DN DIARIINIY! 279K 12T
the corners of their garments throughout the ages; let them NN 7'N9 9120 NY'Y2V 1IN DNAT? D' T
attach a cord of blue to the fringe at each corner. This shall " MiYN™72 NN DRNATH INK DN NXY?'hay Nl
be your fringe; look at it and recall all the commandments D2'2'V INXI D1227 INX MANN?I DDN DN'YI
of the Lord and observe them, so that you do not follow :DN"INN DT DIRTYN
your heart and eyes in lustful urge. Thus you shall be D'YTH DN NIYN™22 NN DN'WYINATA [VR?
reminded to observe all My commandments and to be holy :D2NIN?
to your God. | am the Lord your God who brought you out of Ni'N7 DXIXA YIND DINN MINYIN WK D207N 1IN
the land of Egypt to be your God: |, the Lord your God.” {9} :D2'07X "IN D'N7N? DY

4) Rabbi Aviva Richman, Believing In Ourselves, Owning Our Inheritance, Parshat Shlah
https://www.hadar.org/torah-tefillah/resources/believing-ourselves-owning-our-inheritance

The relationship of the mitzvah of tzitzit (fringes) to the broader story is not just one of proximity. Tzitzit seem to
serve as a tikkun, antidote, to the behavior of the scouts. The Torah explains that tzitzit are meant to ensure we
don’t “go astray” (NINn &71), a clear allusion to the verb used to describe the scouts’ journey (1IN?). And while
the adjuration against going astray is often understood as prohibiting lust for what one sees or desires (going
after “your heart and your eyes”), it is worth observing that the failure of the scouts does not seem to be a
problem of lust. The problem was that they felt too small; they didn’t let themselves feel at home and have a
sense of ownership over the promised inheritance. In their minds, the land was not for them; it was for “giants,”
not “grasshoppers.”

The meaning of the thread of tekhelet (blue) in tzitzit may be interpreted in this vein as a response to the scouts’
sense of insecurity and inadequacy. Threads of tekhelet indicate something special, something that is holy to
God. Tekhelet adorns the head of the high priest as part of the tzitz headpiece, inscribed with the words “holy for
God.” We know that tekhelet was a symbol of royalty in the ancient world. A thread of tekhelet on everyone’s
garments in tzitzit, then, conveys the message that a relationship with God isn’t only for the kohen gadol—it is
for everyone. God’s inheritance is not for someone bigger or greater than me; it is meant for me.
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