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Fill Your Own Cup 
Parshat Shelach - On Grasshoppers, Self Confidence, and Fringes 

 

1) Numbers 13:1-3, 25-33, 14:1-10 
1 God spoke to Moses, saying, 
2 “Send men to scout the land of Canaan, which I am giving to the 
Israelite people; send one man from each of their ancestral tribes, 
each one a chieftain among them.” 
3 So Moses, by God’s command, sent them out from the 
wilderness of Paran, all the men being leaders of the Israelites. 
… 
25At the end of forty days they returned from scouting the land. 
26 They went straight to Moses and Aaron and the whole Israelite 
community at Kadesh in the wilderness of Paran, and they made 
their report to them and to the whole community, as they showed 
them the fruit of the land. 
27 This is what they told him: “We came to the land you sent us 
to; it does indeed flow with milk and honey, and this is its fruit. 
28 However, the people who inhabit the country are powerful, 
and the cities are fortified and very large; moreover, we saw the 
Anakites there. 
29Amalekites dwell in the Negeb region; Hittites, Jebusites, and 
Amorites inhabit the hill country; and Canaanites dwell by the Sea 
and along the Jordan.” 
30 Caleb hushed the people before Moses and said, “Let us by all 
means go up, and we shall gain possession of it, for we shall surely 
overcome it.” 
31 But the men who had gone up with him said, “We cannot 
attack that people, for they are stronger than us.” 
32 And they spread defamatory statements about the land they 
had scouted among the Israelites, saying, “The country that we 
traversed and scouted is one that devours its settlers. All the 
people that we saw in it are men of great size; 
33 we saw the Nephilim there—the Anakites are part of the 
Nephilim—and we looked like grasshoppers to ourselves, and so 
we must have looked to them.” 
Chapter 14 
1 The whole community broke into loud cries, and the people wept 
that night. 2 All the Israelites railed against Moses and Aaron. “If 
only we had died in the land of Egypt,” the whole community 
shouted at them, “or if only we might die in this wilderness! 3 Why 
is God taking us to that land to fall by the sword? Our wives and 
children will be carried off! It would be better for us to go back to 
Egypt!” 4 And they said to one another, “Let us head back for 
Egypt.” 
5 Then Moses and Aaron fell on their faces before all the 
assembled congregation of the Israelites. 6 And Joshua son of Nun 
and Caleb son of Jephunneh, of those who had scouted the land, 
rent their clothes 7 and exhorted the whole Israelite community: 

 י- יד:א , גל –, כה ג-במדבר יג:א 
ר׃ אמֹֹֽ ה לֵּ ָ֖ה אֶל־מֹשֵֶּ֥ ר יְהו  ֵּ֥  וַיְדַבֵּ

רֶץ  רוֻ֙ אֶת־אֶָ֣ ים וְי ת ֻ֙ ן  שְלַח־לְךָ֣ אֲנ ש ִׁ֗ ָ֖ י נֹתֵּ ֵּ֥ עַן אֲשֶר־אֲנ  כְנַַ֔
יוֻ֙   ה אֲבֹת  ֵּ֤ ד לְמַטֵּ יש אֶח ָ֜ ד֩ א ִ֨ יש אֶח  ָ֣ ל א  ֵ֑ אֵּ שְר  ָ֣י י  בְנֵּ ל 

ם׃ הֶֹֽ יא ב  ֵּ֥ ל נ ש  חו כָֹ֖ שְל ַ֔  ת 
ָ֣ם   ֵ֑ה כ ל  י יְהו  ָ֣ ן עַל־פ  ָ֖ אר  ר פ  דְבֵַּ֥ מ  ה מ  ם מֹשֶֶׁ֛ ֵּ֥ ח אֹת  שְלִַ֨ וַי 

מ   ֹֽ ל הֵּ ָ֖ אֵּ שְר  י־י  ֹֽ י בְנֵּ ֵּ֥ אשֵּ ים ר   ה׃ אֲנ ש ַ֔
… 

וֹם׃ ים יֹֽ ֵּ֥ ע  ץ אַרְב  ָ֖ קֵּ רֶץ מ  ֵ֑ א  ור ה  תָ֣ בו מ  ָ֖ ש   וַי 
י־ ֹֽ ת בְנֵּ ל־עֲדַַ֧ ן וְאֶל־כ  ל־אַהֲרָֹ֜ ה וְאֶֹֽ בֹאו֩ אֶל־מֹשִֶ֨ לְכ֡ו וַי  וַיֵּ
רֻ֙  ב  ם ד  ֵּ֤ יבו אוֹת  ש ִ֨ ה וַי  ש  ֵ֑ דֵּ ן ק  ָ֖ אר  ר פ  דְבֵַּ֥ ל אֶל־מ  ֶׁ֛ אֵּ שְר  י 

ום אֶת ה וַיַרְאָ֖ ד ַ֔ עֵּ ָ֣ ל־ה  רֶץ׃ וְאֶת־כ  ֹֽ א  י ה  ֵּ֥  ־פְר 
גַם   נו וְְ֠ ֵ֑ ר שְלַחְת  רֶץ אֲשֶָ֣ ָ֖ א  אנו אֶל־ה  ו ב ָּ֕ אמְרַ֔ ָֹ֣ וַיְסַפְרו־לוֹֻ֙ וַי

ֹֽהּ׃ רְי  וא וְזֶה־פ  ָ֖ ש ה  ֵּ֥ב ודְבֶַׁ֛ ל  ת ח  בִַ֨  ז 
וֹת גְדֹלֹתֻ֙   ים בְצ רֵּ֤ ִׁ֗ ר  ע  רֶץ וְהֶֹֽ ֵ֑ א  ב ב  ָ֖ ם הַיֹשֵּ ע ַ֔ ז ה  י־עַָ֣ ֹֽ פֶס כ  אֶֶ֚

י הֹֽ   ֵּ֥ דֵּ ד וְגַם־יְל  ם׃ מְאַֹ֔ ֹֽ ינו ש  ֵּ֥ א  ָ֖ק ר   עֲנ 
 

יֻ֙  אֱמֹר  ֹֽ י וְה  ֵּ֤ י וְהַיְבוס  ת  ח  הַֹֽ רֶץ הַנֵֶֶּ֑֑גֶב וְְ֠ ב בְאֶָ֣ ָ֖ ֵּ֥ק יוֹשֵּ לֵּ עֲמ 
ן׃  ֹֽ ל יֵַּ֥ד הַיַרְדֵּ ם וְעַָ֖ ב עַל־הַי ַ֔ ָ֣ יֻ֙ יֹשֵּ כְנַעֲנ  ר וְהַֹֽ ה ַ֔ ב ב  ָ֣  יוֹשֵּ

 
 

ה נַעֲלֶהֻ֙   לֵֹּ֤ אמֶר ע  ִֹׁ֗ ה וַי ם אֶל־מֹשֵֶ֑ ָ֖ ע  ֶׁ֛ב אֶת־ה  לֵּ הַס כ   וַיַַ֧
הּ׃ וְ  ֹֽ ל ל  וֹל נוכַָ֖ י־י כֵּ֥ ֹֽ הּ כ  שְנו אֹת ַ֔  י רַָ֣

 
וֹת אֶל־ ל לַעֲלָ֣ א נוכַָ֖ ו לֵֹּ֥ מְרַ֔ ֹֽ מוֹֻ֙ א  ו ע  לֵּ֤ ים אֲשֶר־ע  אֲנ ש ָ֜ וְה ִ֨

נו׃  מֶֹֽ וא מ  ֵּ֥ק הָ֖ ז  י־ח  ֹֽ ם כ  ֵ֑ ע   ה 
ל  ָ֖ אֵּ שְר  ֵּ֥י י  הּ אֶל־בְנֵּ ו אֹת ַ֔ רָ֣ ר ת  רֶץֻ֙ אֲשֶָ֣ א ֻ֙ ת ה  בֵַּ֤ יאו ד  וַיוֹצ ָ֜

א ֡  ר ה  אמֵֹ֑ לֶת  לֵּ רֶץ אֹכֵֶּ֤ הּ אֶָ֣ ור אֹת ִׁ֗ הּ ל תָ֣ רְנו ב ָ֜ בִַ֨ רֶץ אֲשֶר֩ ע 
י  ֵּ֥ הּ אַנְשֵּ ָ֖ ינו בְתוֹכ  ֵּ֥ א  ם אֲשֶר־ר  ֶׁ֛ ע  ל־ה  וא וְכ  יה ֻ֙ ה ַ֔ יוֹשְבֶֻ֙

וֹת׃ דֹֽ  מ 
ים ֵ֑ ל  ן־הַנְפ  ָ֖ק מ  ֵּ֥י עֲנ  ים בְנֵּ ֶׁ֛ יל  ינו אֶת־הַנְפ  א ִׁ֗ ם ר  ָ֣ י   וְש  ִ֤ ה  וַנְּ

ן  כֵֵ֥ ים וְּ ַחֲגָב ִ֔ ינוֵ֙ כ  עֵינֵֵ֙ ם׃ בְּ עֵינֵיה   ינו בְּ ִ֖  הָי 
 

ה   יְל  ם בַלֵַּ֥ ָ֖ ע  ו ה  בְכֵּ֥ ֵ֑ם וַי  ו אֶת־קוֹל  תְנָ֖ ֶּ֑י  ה וַֹֽ ד ַ֔ עֵּ ָ֣ ל־ה  אֻ֙ כׇּ ש  וַת 
וא׃    הַהֹֽ

ו  ל וַֹֽיאֹמְרִ֨ ֵ֑ אֵּ שְר  ָ֣י י  ל בְנֵּ ן כָֹ֖ ל־אַהֲרַֹ֔ ה וְעַֹֽ נוֻ֙ עַל־מֹשֶָ֣ לִ֨ וַי 
תְנוֻ֙  ה לו־מַֻ֙ ד ִׁ֗ עֵּ ל־ה  ם כׇּ הֶָ֜ ר  אֲלֵּ ֵּ֥ דְב  וֹ בַמ  ם אֶׁ֛ י  צְרַַ֔ רֶץ מ  בְאֶָ֣

תְנו׃ ֹֽ ה לו־מ    הַזֶָ֖
רֶב   ל בַחֶַ֔ נְפָֹ֣ רֶץ הַזאֹתֻ֙ ל  ֵּ֤ א  נו אֶל־ה  יא אֹת ָ֜ ב ִ֨ ה מֵּ הֹו ְ֠ ה יְְ֠ ָ֣ מ  וְל 

ה׃ יְמ  ֹֽ צְר  וב מ  ָ֖נו שֵּ֥ וֹא ט֦וֹב ל  ז הֲלַ֧ בֵַ֑ ו ל  הְיָ֣ נו י  ָ֖ ינו וְטַפֵּ ֵּ֥   נ שֵּ
יו נ   ֵ֑ ח  יש אֶל־א  ָ֣ ו א  ה׃ וַיאֹמְרָ֖ יְמ  ֹֽ צְר  ה מ  וב  אש וְנ שֵּ֥ ֵּ֥ה רָֹ֖   תְנ 

ֵּ֥י   ת בְנֵּ ל עֲדַָ֖ ל־קְהֵַּ֥ י כׇּ פְנֵָּּ֕ ם ל  יהֵֶ֑ ן עַל־פְנֵּ ה וְאַהֲרָֹ֖ ל מֹשֶֶׁ֛ פֵֹּ֥ וַי 
ל׃ ֹֽ אֵּ שְר    י 

רֶץ   ֵ֑ א  ים אֶת־ה  ָ֖ ר  ן־הַת  ה מ  נֶַ֔ בֻ֙ בֶן־יְפ  לֵּ ון וְכ  ן־נִׁ֗ עַ ב  ָ֣ יהוֹש  ו 
ם׃ יהֶֹֽ גְדֵּ ו ב  רְעָ֖   ק 
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“The land that we traversed and scouted is an exceedingly good 
land. 8 If God is pleased with us, God will bring us into that land, 
a land that flows with milk and honey, and give it to us; 9 only 
you must not rebel against God. Have no fear then of the people 
of the country, for they are our prey: their protection has 
departed from them, but God is with us. Have no fear of 
them!” 10 As the whole community threatened to pelt them with 
stones, the Presence of God appeared in the Tent of Meeting to all 
the Israelites. 

ו אֶל אמְרַ֔ ָֹ֣ ר  וַי רֶץ אֲשִֶ֨ א ִׁ֗ ר ה  אמֵֹ֑ ל לֵּ ָ֖ אֵּ שְר  י־י  ֹֽ ת בְנֵּ ל־עֲדֵַּ֥ ־כׇּ
ד׃  ד מְאֹֹֽ רֶץ מְאֵֹּ֥ ָ֖ א  ה ה  ֵּ֥ הּ טוֹב  ור אֹת ַ֔ הֻּ֙ ל תָ֣ רְנו ב  בֵַּ֤   ע 

את   ַֹ֔ רֶץ הַז ָ֣ א  נוֻ֙ אֶל־ה  יא אֹת ֻ֙ ֵּ֤ ב  ה וְהֵּ נוֻ֙ יְהֹו ַ֔ ץ ב ֻ֙ ֵּ֥ פֵּ ם־ח  א 
ש ֹֽ ָ֖ב ודְב  ל  ת ח  בֵַּ֥ וא ז  ֶׁ֛ רֶץ אֲשֶר־ה  ֵ֑נו אֶָּ֕ ָ֖הּ ל  נ    ׃ונְת 

ם   ירְאוֻ֙ אֶת־עַָ֣ ֹֽ ם אַל־ת  דוֹ֒ וְאַתִֶׁ֗ מְרֹֹ֒ ךְ בַיהֹו ה֮ אַל־ת  אַָ֣
נו   ָ֖ ת  ֵּ֥ה א  יהֹו  ם וַֹֽ יהֶֶׁ֛ עֲלֵּ ַ֧ם מֵּ ל  ר צ  ָ֣ ם ס  ֵ֑ נו הֵּ ָ֖ י לַחְמֵּ ֵּ֥ רֶץ כ  א ַ֔ ה 

ם׃ ֹֽ א  יר  ים  אַל־ת  ֵ֑ נ  אֲב  ם ב  ָ֖ וֹם אֹת  רְגֵּ֥ ה ל  ד ַ֔ עֵּ ָ֣ ל־ה  אמְרוֻ֙ כׇּ ֹֹֽ וַי
הֻ֙ בְ  רְא  ה נ  וֹד יְהֹו ִׁ֗ ָ֖י  וכְבָ֣ ל־בְנֵּ ל־כׇּ ד אֶֹֽ הֶל מוֹעֵַּ֔ אָֹ֣

ל׃ ֹֽ אֵּ שְר   }פ{  י 

 

2) Dr. Erica Brown, Leadership in the Wilderness; Authority and Anarchy in the Book of Numbers, Chapter 8  
The land they described was one bounded by subjective perceptions. The enemy looked insurmountable, and 
they saw themselves as defeated. Yet they made one more assumption based on this vision; if they felt small in 
their own eyes, surely the enemy would see them as insignificant. All of these assumptions were based on what 
they thought they saw. As a result, they arrived at conclusions that would result in particular actions. They 
influenced the group to “rail against Moses and Aaron” and decided to renege on the journey: “Let us head back 
for Egypt. 

 

3) Numbers 15:37-41 
The Lord said to Moses as follows: “Speak to the Israelite 
people and instruct them to make for themselves fringes on 
the corners of their garments throughout the ages; let them 
attach a cord of blue to the fringe at each corner. This shall 
be your fringe; look at it and recall all the commandments 
of the Lord and observe them, so that you do not follow 
your heart and eyes in lustful urge. Thus you shall be 
reminded to observe all My commandments and to be holy 
to your God. I am the Lord your God who brought you out of 
the land of Egypt to be your God: I, the Lord your God.” 

 אמ –טו:לז במדבר 
ר׃   אמֹֹֽ ה לֵּ ָ֖ה אֶל־מֹשֵֶּ֥ אמֶר יְהֹו  ֵֹּ֥  וַי

י  ֵּ֥ ת עַל־כַנְפֵּ ֶׁ֛ יצ  ם צ  הֵֶּ֥ ו ל  שִ֨ ם וְע  הֶַ֔ ָ֣ אֲלֵּ מַרְת  לֻ֙ וְא  אֵּ שְר  י י  ֵּ֤ ר אֶל־בְנֵּ דַבֵֵּּ֞
לֶת׃   ֹֽ יל תְכֵּ ֵּ֥ ֶָּ֖֑ף פְת  נ  ת הַכ  ֵּ֥ יצ  ו עַל־צ  ֵּ֥תְנֶׁ֛ ם וְנ  ֵ֑ ם לְדֹרֹת  יהֶָ֖ גְדֵּ  ב 

ת יְ  צְוָֹ֣ ל־מ  וֹ וזְכַרְתֶםֻ֙ אֶת־כׇּ ם אֹתִׁ֗ יתֶָ֣ תֹ֒ ורְא  יצ  כֶם֮ לְצ  ָ֣ה ל  י   יוְה 
ם   יכֶַ֔ ינֵּ ֹֽ י עֵּ ָ֣ י לְבַבְכֶםֻ֙ וְאַחֲרֵּ ֵּ֤ ורו אַחֲרֵּ תָ֜ א־ת  ם וְלֹֹֽ ֵ֑ ם אֹת  יתֶָ֖ ועֲַש 

ם׃   יהֶֹֽ ים אַחֲרֵּ ָ֖ ם זֹנ   אֲשֶר־אַתֵֶּ֥
ים  ָ֖ ם קְדֹש  יתֵֶּ֥ הְי  י ו  ֵ֑ צְוֹת  ל־מ  ם אֶת־כׇּ יתֶָ֖ ו ועֲַש  זְכְרַ֔ עַן ת  לְמַָ֣

ם׃  יכֶֹֽ הֵּ  לֵּאלֹֹֽ
י יְ  ֵּ֤  יאֲנ ֵּ֞ ר הוֹצֵּ ם אֲשִֶ֨ יכִֶׁ֗ הֵּ וֹת  אֱלֹֹֽ הְיֵּ֥ ם ל  י  צְרַַ֔ רֶץ מ  אֶָ֣ י אֶתְכֶםֻ֙ מֵּ את 

י יְ  ָ֖ ים אֲנ  ֵ֑ כֶָ֖ם לֵּאלֹה  ם׃י ל  יכֶֹֽ  }פ{  אֱלֹהֵּ

 

4) Rabbi Aviva Richman, Believing In Ourselves, Owning Our Inheritance, Parshat Shlah 
https://www.hadar.org/torah-tefillah/resources/believing-ourselves-owning-our-inheritance 
The relationship of the mitzvah of tzitzit (fringes) to the broader story is not just one of proximity. Tzitzit seem to 
serve as a tikkun, antidote, to the behavior of the scouts. The Torah explains that tzitzit are meant to ensure we 
don’t “go astray” (ולא תתורו), a clear allusion to the verb used to describe the scouts’ journey (לתור). And while 
the adjuration against going astray is often understood as prohibiting lust for what one sees or desires (going 
after “your heart and your eyes”), it is worth observing that the failure of the scouts does not seem to be a 
problem of lust. The problem was that they felt too small; they didn’t let themselves feel at home and have a 
sense of ownership over the promised inheritance. In their minds, the land was not for them; it was for “giants,” 
not “grasshoppers.”  
The meaning of the thread of tekhelet (blue) in tzitzit may be interpreted in this vein as a response to the scouts’ 
sense of insecurity and inadequacy. Threads of tekhelet indicate something special, something that is holy to 
God. Tekhelet adorns the head of the high priest as part of the tzitz headpiece, inscribed with the words “holy for 
God.” We know that tekhelet was a symbol of royalty in the ancient world. A thread of tekhelet on everyone’s 
garments in tzitzit, then, conveys the message that a relationship with God isn’t only for the kohen gadol—it is 
for everyone. God’s inheritance is not for someone bigger or greater than me; it is meant for me.  
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