
 

   
 

Israel at War - Prayers to Mark Ceremonies and Small Group Conversations with your Students 
 
** Please note that not all of these prayers work for every environment or for every denomination. 
Different versions of the prayers, and translations are utilized by different denominations and 
communities. Please feel empowered to translate these prayers in the way that works for your 
educational environment.   
 

Prayer for the State of Israel, The Chief Rabbinate of Israel  
Translation by Rabbi Ed Snitkoff, adjusted for gender parity  
 
Our Parent in Heaven, Protector and Redeemer of Israel, bless the State of 
Israel which marks the dawn of our deliverance. Shield it beneath the wings 
of Your love. Spread over it Your canopy of peace; send Your light and 
Your truth to its leaders, officers, and counselors, and direct them with Your 
good counsel. 
Strengthen the defenders of our Holy Land; grant them salvation and crown 
them with victory. Establish peace in the land, and everlasting joy for its 
inhabitants. 
 
Remember our siblings, the whole house of Israel, in all the lands of their 
dispersion. Speedily let them walk upright to Zion, the city, to Jerusalem 
Your dwelling-place, as it is written in the Torah of Your servant Moses: 
“Even if you are dispersed in the uttermost parts of the world, from there the 
Lord your God will gather and fetch you. The Lord your God will bring you 
into the land which your fathers possessed, and you shall possess it.” 
 
Unite our heart to love and revere Your name, and to observe all the 
precepts of Your Torah. And send us the son of David, the Messiah of Your 
justice, to redeem those who wait for Your salvation. 
Shine forth in Your glorious majesty over all the inhabitants of Your world. 
Let everything that breathes proclaim: The Lord God of Israel is Royalty; 
God’s majesty rules over all.” Amen. 

 הנידמה םולשל הליפת
 
 
 תַנידִמְ תאֶ jרֵבָּ ,וֹלאֲוֹגְו לאֵרָשְִׂי רוּצ ,םִימַשָּׁבַּשֶׁ וּניבִאָ
 תרַבְאֶבְּ הָילֶעָ ןגֵהָ .וּנתֵלָּאֻגְּ תחַימִצְ תישִׁארֵ ,לאֵרָשְִׂי

 vתְּמִאֲַו vרְוֹא חלַשְׁוּ ,vמֶוֹלשְׁ תכַּסֻ הָילֶעָ שֹׁרפְוּ ,vדֶּסְחַ
  .vיֶנפָלְּמִ הבָוֹט הצָעֵבְּ םֵנקְּתְַו ,הָיצֶעֲוֹיְו הָירֶשָׂ ,הָישֶׁארָלְ
 
 העָוּשְׁי וּניהֵ�אֱ םלֵיחְִנהְַו ,וּנשֵׁדְקָ ץרֶאֶ יֵנּגִמְ ידְֵי תאֶ קזֵּחַ
 םלָוֹע תחַמְשְִׂו ץרֶאָבָּ םוֹלשָׁ תָּתַָנְו ,םרֵטְּעַתְּ ןוֹחצִָּנ תרֶטֶעֲַו
 .הָיבֶשְׁוֹילְ
 
 ,םהֶירֵוּזפְּ תוֹצרְאַ לכָבְּ אָנ-דקָפְּ לאֵרָשְִׂי תיבֵּ לכָּ וּניחֵאַ תאְֶו
 ןכַּשְׁמִ םִילַשָׁוּרילְִו vרֶיעִ ןוֹיּצִלְ תוּיּמִמְוֹק הרָהֵמְ םכֵילִוֹתְו

 הצֵקְבִּ vחֲדִַּנ הֶיהְִי םאִ" :vדֶּבְעַ השֶׁמ תרַוֹתבְּ בוּתכָּכַּ ,vמֶשְׁ
 'ה vאֲיבִהֱֶו .vחֶקִָּי םשָּׁמִוּ vיהֶ�אֱ 'ה vצְבֶּקְַי םשָּׁמִ ,םִימַשָּׁהַ
 vבְטִיהְֵו ,הּתָּשְׁרִיִו vיתֶֹבאֲ וּשׁרְָי רשֶׁאֲ ץרֶאָהָ לאֶ vיהֶ�אֱ
 .)ה-ד ,ל םירבד( "vיתֶֹבאֲמֵ vבְּרְהְִו

 
 לכָּ תאֶ רֹמשְׁלְִו ,vמֶשְׁ תאֶ האָרְִילְוּ הבָהֲאַלְ וּנבֵבָלְ דחֵַיְו
 ,vקֶדְצִ חַישִׁמְ דִודָּ ןבֶּ הרָהֵמְ וּנלָ חלַשְׁוּ .vתֶרָוֹתּ ירֵבְדִּ
  .vתֶעָוּשְׁי ץקֵ יכֵּחַמְ תודּפְלִ
 לֹכּ רמַאֹיְו ,vצֶרְאַ לבֵתֵּ יבֵשְׁוֹי לכָּ לעַ vזֶּעֻ ןוֹאגְּ רדַהֲבַּ עפַוֹה
 לכּבַּ ותוּכלְמַוּ ,jלֶמֶ לאֵרָשְִׂי יהֵ�אֱ 'ה" :וֹפּאַבְּ המָשְָׁנ רשֶׁאֲ
 .הלָסֶ ןמֵאָ ."הלָשָׁמָ

For more on the history of this prayer – please see here:  
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/praying-for-the-welfare-of-the-state-of-israel/ 
 

Prayer for the Members of the Israel Defense Force 
The One who blessed our forefathers  
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob,  
God will bless the fighters of the Israel Defense Force,  
who stand guard over our land and the cities of our God from the border of 
the Lebanon to the desert of Egypt, and from the Great Sea unto the 
approach of the Aravah,  
on the land, in the air, and on the sea. 
May God cause the enemies who rise up against us  
to be struck down before them.  
May the Holy Blessed One, preserve and rescue our fighting men and 
women from every trouble and distress  
and from every plague and illness,  
and may God send blessing and success in their every endeavor. 
May God lead our enemies under their sway, and may God grant them 
salvation and crown them with victory.  
And may there be fulfilled for them the verse:  
For it is the Lord, your God, Who goes with you to battle your enemies for 
you, in order to save you. 
And let us say, Amen.  

 ל"הצ ילייחל הליפת
 וּניתֵוֹבאֲ jרַבֵּשֶׁ ימִ
 ,בֹקעֲַיְו קחָצְִי םהָרָבְאַ
 לאֵרָשְִׂילְ הָנּגַהֲהַ אבָצְ ילֵָיּחַ תאֶ jרֵבְָי אוּה
 ,וּניהֵ�אֱ ירֵעְָו וּנצֵרְאַ רמַשְׁמִ לעַ םידִמְוֹעהָ
 ,םִירַצְמִ רבַּדְמִ דעְַו ןוֹנבָלְּהַ לוּבגְּמִ
 הבָרָעֲהָ אוֹבלְ דעַ לוֹדגָּהַ םָיּהַ ןמִוּ
 .םָיּבַוּ ריִואֲבָּ השָׁבַָּיּבַּ
 וּנילֵעָ םימִקָּהַ וּניבְֵיוֹא תאֶָ יְי ןתִֵּי
 !םהֶיֵנפְלִ םיפִגִָּנ
 וּנילֵָיחַ תאֶ ליצִַּיְו רֹמשְִׁי אוּה jוּרבָּ שׁוֹדקָּהַ
 ,הקָוּצְו הרָצָ לכׇּמִ
 ,הלָחֲמַוּ עגֶַנ לכׇּמִוּ
 .םהֶידְֵי השֵׂעֲמַ לכָבְּ החָלָצְהְַו הכָרָבְּ חלַשְִׁיְו
 ,םהֶיתֵּחְתַּ וּניאְֵנוֹשׂ רבֵּדְַי
 .ןוֹחצִָּנ תרֶטֶעֲבַוּ העָוּשְׁי רתֶכֶבְּ םרֵטְּעַיִו
 :)ד,כ םירבד( בוּתכָּהַ םהֶבָּ םַיּקֻיִו
 ,םכֶמָּעִ jלֵֹההַ םכֶיהֵ�אֱָ יְי יכִּ"
 ."םכֶתְאֶ עַישִׁוֹהלְ םכֶיבְֵיֹא םעִ םכֶלָ םחֵלָּהִלְ
 ."ןמֵאָ" :רמַאֹנְו

For more on the history of this prayer – see here  



 

   
 

https://opensiddur.org/prayers/collective-welfare/nations/military-personnel/mi-sheberakh-for-the-welfare-
of-israel-defense-forces-soldiers/ 
 

Mi Sheberach Prayer for Captives  
The One who blessed our ancestors, 
Avraham, Yitsḥak, and Yaakov, Yosef, Mosheh, and Aharon, 
David and Shlomo, 
may God bless and safeguard and preserve the captives: 
(insert name of captive(s)) 
among their siblings in the House of Israel who are in trouble and captivity. 
In the merit of the prayers of this holy assemblage who pray for them, 
may the blessed Holy One shower compassion over them, 
and deliver them from darkness and strife, 
remove their bondage, 
deliver them from their afflictions, 
and return them speedily to their families. 
Let them give thanks to God for God’s lovingkindness, 
and for the miracles to the children of Adam.  
And establish for them that what is written, 
“And the ransomed of God shall return, and come with singing unto Zion, 
and everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; They shall obtain gladness 
and joy, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.” (Isaiah 35:10) 
and let us say, Amen. 

 םייובשל ךרבש ימ
 וּניתֵוֹבאֲ jרַבֵּשֶׁ ימִ
 ןֹרהֲאְַו השֶֹׁמ ףסֵוֹי בֹקעֲַיְו קחָצְִי םהָרָבְאַ
 הֹמ�שְׁוּ דִודָּ
 ׃םיִיוּבשְּׁהַ תאֶ רֹצְנִיְו רֹמשְִׁיְו jרֵבְָי אוּה
 )םייובשה לש תומש(
 .הָיבְשִׁבְוּ הרָצָבְּ םיִנוּתְנּהַ לאֵרָשְִׂי תיבֵּ וּניחֵאֲ ראָשְׁ jוֺתבְּ
 ,םרָוּבעֲבַּ ללֵּפַּתְמִ להָקָּהַשֶׁ רוּבעֲבַּ
 ,םהֶילֵעֲ םימִחֲרַ אלֵמִָּי אוּה jוּרבָּ שׁוֹדקָּהַ
 ,תֶומָלְצְַו jשֶֹׁחמֵ םאֵיצִוֹיְו
 ,קתֵַּנְי םהֶיתֵוֹרסְוֹמוּ
 ,םעֵישִׁוֹי םהֶיתֵוֹקוּצמְּמִוּ
 .םהֶיתֵוֹחפְּשְׁמִ קיחֵלְ הרָהֵמְ םבֵישִׁיִו
 וֹדּסְחַ ׳הלַ וּדוֹי”
 )אל:זק םילהת( “םדָאָ יֵנבְלִ ויתָוֹאלְפְִנְו
 :בוּתכָּשֶׁ ארָקְמִ םהֶבָּ םַיּקֻיִו
 לעַ םלָוֹע תחַמְשְִׂו הָנּרִבְּ ןוֹיּצִ וּאבָוּ ןוּבוּשְׁי ׳ה יֵיוּדפְוּ”
 והיעשי( “החָָנאֲַו ןוֹגָי וּסָנְו וּגישִַּׂי החָמְשְִׂו ןוֹשׂשָׂ םשָׁאֹר
 )י:הל
  .ןמא רמַאֹנְו

For more on this prayer – see here:  
https://opensiddur.org/prayers/collective-welfare/trouble/captivity/mi-sheberakh-for-those-in-captivity-or-
whose-whereabouts-are-unknown/ 
 

Acheinu - Our Brothers And Sisters  
Traditionally, this prayer is recited after the Torah reading 
 
Our brothers, sisters, siblings, the whole house of Israel, who are 
in distress and captivity who wander over sea and over land. May 
the Divine have mercy on them, and bring them from distress to 
comfort, from darkness to light, from slavery to redemption, 
now, swiftly, and soon.  
And let us say: Amen 

 לארשי תיב לכ וניחא
 
 

  ,לארשי תיב לכ וניחא
 ,היבשבו הרצב םינותנה
 ,השביב ןיבו םיב ןיב םידמועה
 ,הרואל הלפאמו ,החוורל הרצמ םאיצויו ,םהילע םחרי םוקמה
 .בירק ןמזבו הלגעב אתשה ,הלואגל דובעשמו
 ןמא רמאנו

 
Oseh Shalom – The One Who Makes Peace  
May the One who makes peace in the high heavens make peace for us, 
for all Israel,  
And let us say - Amen. 

 םולש השוע
 לכ לעו ונילע םולש השעי אוה וימורמב םולש השוע
  ,לארשי
 .ןמא ורמאו

 
Hatikva – Israeli National Anthem  
As long as within our hearts 
The Jewish soul sings, 
As long as forward to the East 
To Zion, looks the eye – 
Our hope is not yet lost, 
It is two thousand years old, 
To be a free people in our land 
The land of Zion and Jerusalem. 

 הוקתה
 המָיִנפְּ בבָלֵּבַּ דוֹע לכָּ
 הָיּמִוֹה ידִוּהְי שׁפֶֶנ
 המָידִקָ חרָזְמִ יתֵאֲפַלְוּ
 הָיּפִוֹצ ןוֹיּצִלְ ןִיעַ
 וּנתֵָוקְתִּ הדָבְאָ א� דוֹע
 םִיפַּלְאַ תוֹנשְׁ תבַּ הָוקְתִּהַ
 וּנצֵרְאַבְּ ישִׁפְחָ םעַ תוֹיהְלִ
 םִילַשָׁוּריִו ןוֹיּצִ ץרֶאֶ

 
  



 

   
 

Prayers Written in the Wake of the Current War in Israel 
 
Dr. Ruhama Weiss, “I Want to Weep” (October 8, 2023) 

I want to weep but then I remember 
That there’s a long line now for weeping 
(In fairness and to my great fortune) I’m off the list 
Of those allowed 
Tears. 
 
At moments like this, when life empties itself out of all 
Content 
Only one word has meaning: 
Empty. 
 
Grandmothers taken prisoner. Babies slaughtered. 
For some reason I’m reminded of Bialik 
I have no right 
To weep. 

 תרכוז לבא תוכבל הצור ינא
 יכבל ךורא רות וישכע שיש
 תומישרל ץוחמ ינא )ילזמלו קדצבו(

 הל רתומש ימ לש
 .תועמד
  
 לכמ םינקורתמ םייחהשכ הלאכ םיעגר
 ןכות
 תחא הלימל קר תועמשמ שי
 קיר
  

 םיחבטנ תוקונית .יבשב תוחקלנ תותבס
 קילאיבב תרכזנ ינא המ םושמ
 תוכז יל ןיא
 תוכבל

 
Tears and Rain: A Prayer for Success in War – Alden Solovy  
https://tobendlight.com/2023/10/tears-and-rain/?fbclid=IwAR2heZ7rR8FtrVqoTHVncuwzaxrBUa_XZ-m2aT3ksMc-UCVTloEyV3SDHqI 
We prayed for rain, 
And we got tears. 
Yes, we said the ancient words – 

םשגה דירומו חורה בישמ  
Masheev ha’ruach u’moreed hagashem – 
Acknowledging G-d as the One 
Who makes the rain fall 
And the wind blow, 
But we got tears, 
So many tears 
Flowing like rain 
That would not relent. 
Tears for the dead. 
Tears for the wounded. 
Tears for the kidnapped, 
And tears for the captives. 
Tears for the soldiers. 
Tears for the reservists. 
Tears for our sons. 
Tears for our daughters. 
Tears for our friends, 
And tears for our families. 
Tears for our nation. 
Tears for our people. 
So many tears. 
So many tears. 
G-d, who makes the rain fall, 
G-d, who makes tears on earth, 
Send us Your tears from heaven, 
But only if You send them 
As blessings, 
Only if You send them as signs 
That You will be with us 
As we defend our nation, 
That You will be with us 



 

   
 

As we fight to end the terror 
That dwells in our midst, 
The terror that still lurks at our doorstep. 
© 2023 Alden Solovy  

The following prayer is for the healing of the wounded, the release of the captives, and the safe return of 
those who are missing to their homes. It was written by Rabbi Mira Regev and inspired by a prayer for 



 

   
 

times of war by the Rabbis Yehoram and Oded Mazor. From the Israeli Reform Movement. 

 


