
 
 

JFest StoryMachine Prompts 
 

MY FAVORITE THINGS 
Is there a Specific Everyday Object or a favorite thing that is particularly 
meaningful to you? What is it and what memory does it hold for you? (A) 
 
TALES FROM MY GRANDMOTHER’S KITCHEN 
If you close your eyes and imagine a smell coming from your family kitchen on 
a special holiday, what are you smelling and what does it make you feel? (C) 

 
THE PATH I DIDN’T MEAN TO TAKE 
Have you ever taken a wrong turn that led you somewhere unexpected? What 
did you learn? What was the best surprise along the way? (E) 
 
FAMILY WISDOM 
Share a particular phrase or saying that has been passed down in your family. 
What’s the story behind it? Do you use it in your life? If not, who does and 
how does it make you feel when you hear it? (F) 

 
A PERFECT DAY  
Can you recall a “perfect day” from when you were a child? Tell us about it 
and what made it special for you. (I) 
 
DICTIONARY DECONSTRUCTED 
Rube Goldberg’s name was added to the Merriam-Webster Dictionary. If your 
name was added to the dictionary, what three words would be used to 
describe you and why? (J) 

 
ILLUMINATED FAMILY TRADITIONS 
Share with us a family tradition, or one that you have created, that brings 
light into your life. (M) 
 
QUESTIONS FOR THOSE THAT CAME BEFORE 
If you could call any ancestor and ask them about a particular moment or 
choice they made, who would you call and what would you ask them? Why is 
this important to you? (N) 
 
WORDS TO LIVE BY 
What is something meaningful you want to share with the next generation? (O) 
 
Share your information and the StoryMachine with others! (S) 
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