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1. Babylonian Talmud Tractate Gittin 56a-b:
Extricating yourself (and others) from a broken reality

He said to him; If there is a jar of honey round which a serpent is
wound, would they not break the jar to get rid of the serpent? He
could give no answer. R. Joseph, or as some say R. Akiba, applied to
him the verse, [God] turns wise men backward and makes their
knowledge foolish. He ought to have said to him: We take a pair of
tongs and grip the snake and kill it, and leave the jar intact...

Make a request of me and | will grant it. He said to him: Give me
Yavneh and its Wise Men, and the family chain of Rabban Gamaliel,
and physicians to heal R. Zadok. R. Joseph, or some say R. Akiba,
applied to him the verse, ‘[God] turns wise men backward and makes
their knowledge foolish’. He ought to have said to him; Let them [the
Jews] off this time. He, however, thought that so much he would not
grant, and so even a little would not be saved.
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2. Jerusalem Talmud Avodah Zarah 3:3 — Giving Permission

In the days of R. Yohanan they permitted (or began to make) images
on the walls, and he did not stop them. In the days of R. Abun they

permitted (or began to make) images on mosaics, and he did not stop
them.
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3. Babylonian Talmud Rosh HaShanah 29b — Setting Innovative Precedent

Our Rabbis taught: Once Rosh HaShanah fell out on
Shabbat [and all the cities were gathering together.]

Rabban Yohanan ben Zakkai said to the Bathyrians —
“Let’s blow shofar!” They said to him: “Let’s discuss it
first.” He said to them, “Let’s blow shofar first, and then
we’ll discuss it.” After they blew, they said to him, “Let’s
discuss it now!” He said to them: “The horn has already
been sounded in Yavneh, and we don’t reverse what
the precedent after the deed is done.”
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4. Shir HaShirim (Song of Songs) Rabbah 2:16 — Convening People
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The rabbis got together in Usha, and they
were Rabbi Judah, Rabbi Nehamiah, Rabbi
Meir, Rabbi Yose, Rabbi Simon son of Yohai,
Rabbi Eliezer son of Rabbi Yose the Galilean
and Rabbi Eliezer son of Jacob. They sent to
the elders of the Galilee: Anyone who is
learned should come and teach; anyone
who is not learned should come and learn.
They gathered and learned, and fulfilled all
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of their needs.
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5. Mishnah Avot 1:1 — Narrating a Story
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DPTI, DPTY VIYIDYT VIYINY transmitted it to Joshua, and Joshua
transmitted it to the Elders, and the Elders
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to the Prophets, and the Prophets
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Kindness.
ﬁ SHALOM HARTMAN '['IJD
INSTITUTE ]DU'!-'] m7w




Notes

SHALOM HARTMAN 112N
INSTITUTE 1NV D17W



Questions for discussion

* Which of these models is most natural for the way that you
lead? Which of these models is one that you would like to adopt
to your repertoire?

* |If you use multiple models, how do you choose between them?
When does one seem to work better than the others and why?

« What other models would you add?
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