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About Us



Overview

Students reached Schools that Facing History works 
with

Teachers reached

9,000,000 100,000 140,000



Teaching for Equity and Justice: Establishing Brave Space for an Adult Learning Journey Centering Equity

Develop effective 
resources

Provide professional 
development & 

coaching support
Train teachers

HOW WE DO IT



How did Facing History 
begin?

Margot Strom Stern 



 “However much we are affected by the things of 
the world, however deeply they may stir and 
stimulate us, they become human for us only 
when we can discuss them with our fellows. . . .
We humanize what is going on in the world and 
in ourselves only by speaking of it, and in the 
course of speaking of it we learn to be human.”

- Hannah Arendt (philosopher and 
political theorist)





Chatbox

I feel                           when discussing current events in the 

classroom because                       . 



Essential Questions

1. How do we build reflective classrooms?

2. How do we talk about issues that matter?



 Components of a Reflective Classroom

1. Mutual Respect

2. Culture of Questioning

3. Thoughtful Silence

4. Student to Student Discussions

5. Connecting Content to Students' Lives to History and the World Today

6. Allowing for a Variety of Ways for Students to Express and Enrich their 
Learning

7. Create Space for Diverse Viewpoints 



Responding to the 
Insurrection at the 
Capitol Teaching Idea



Create a Classroom Contract

1. Listen with respect

2. Use “I” Voice: “I want to build on what you said”  or “I would 
disagree with that idea. Here’s what I think”

3. Ask Questions (clarifying questions instead of sweeping 
statements) 

4. Use your own voice and make room for other voices

5. Assume Best Intentions



Responding to the 
Insurrection at the 
Capitol Teaching Idea



Responding to the Insurrection at the Capitol Teaching Idea 

1. Start with yourself: 

● What emotions does news of the insurrection at the Capitol raise for you? What 
questions are you grappling with?

● What perspectives will you bring to your reflection on these events with your 
students?

● What emotions might your students bring to your discussion? How can you 
respond to these emotions?

● As the news develops, how will you continue to learn alongside your students?

2. Coordinate with Colleagues



 News Changes Fast…….

1. Create a working definition for  insurrection?  

such as “an act of revolting against an established government,” and 
explain that the events on January 6, 2021 involved people attempting to 
disrupt our democratically-elected government.

2. Establish baseline knowledge of events and timeline to dispel 
misinformation

3. Share resources for fact checking: How can we differentiate fact from 
theory/rumor? When should we share or not share what we read?





Graffiti Board (Padlet, Shared Google Doc….) :

1. Head: What information do we currently know about the insurrection that 
happened on January 6, 2021? What additional facts or information would you 
like to have?

2. Heart: How do you feel about the insurrection and what is happening in the 
aftermath? Are there particular moments or images that stand out to you?

3. Conscience: What do you believe was at stake in the events on January 6, 2021? 
What questions about right and wrong, fairness or injustice, did insurrection 
raise for you? How should individuals or politicians act in order to protect our 
democratic institutions?



   

 

http://www.dianegoodman.com




…







Current Events Work

https://www.facinghistory.org/educator-resources/current-events

https://www.facinghistory.org/educator-resources/current-events
https://www.facinghistory.org/educator-resources/current-events






1. How do we build brave and reflective classrooms?
2. How do we talk about issues that matter?










