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On Oct. 7th, hundreds of Hamas militants broke through Israel’s security
barrier with Gaza and carried out a brutal rampage through towns and
kibbutzim near the border: approximately 1,200 Israelis were murdered and
about 240 were abducted into Gaza, including children and elderly individuals.
No one has any idea how many of the remaining hostages in Gaza are still alive.

In response, Israel mobilized 360,000 reservists and launched a ground
offensive aimed at wiping out Hamas. As of July 2024, according to Gaza health
officials nearly 40,000 people have been killed: a number which doesn’t
distinguish between civilians and combatants.

The region near Gaza which bore the brunt of the attack has for decades been
home to many activists who promoted coexistence and greater rights for
Palestinians. Overall, the population in the “Gaza Envelope” (Otef Gaza) was far
more supportive of pursuing negotiations for a two state solution than the rest of
Israeli society—which had moved to the right since the failure of peace talks
with the Palestinians more than two decades ago. Click here to learn more.

Tolerance for peace activism had certainly been shrinking before October Tth,
but the attack added significant pressure: not only shaking the peace
movement, but raising questions about whether it has any future.

Activists in southern Israel, and elsewhere, who have long said, for instance,
that Israel should engage with Hamas in peace talks, and that military action
against Palestinians would not be productive, have been forced to rethink those
beliefs in the aftermath of the worst massacre of Jew since the Holocaust.

Yet there are Israeli organizations and individuals speaking out against Israel’s
military operation in Gaza; some calling for a ceasefire; and some engaging in
activities, such as acting as human shields for Palestinian farmers who face
threats from Israeli settlers in the West Bank. This discussion guide, based on
Israel Story’s episode: Mor Maisel, was released on October 19, 2023 as part of
Israel Story’s Wartime Diaries series.


https://www.foreignaffairs.com/israel/why-israel-wont-change
https://theconversation.com/israel-hamas-war-a-political-scientist-explains-why-the-very-subject-of-peace-is-now-unthinkable-215317
https://open.spotify.com/episode/5mztimS48oqXceVHphgCrX?si=7f347369e0fd4019
https://open.spotify.com/episode/5mztimS48oqXceVHphgCrX?si=8b3b2fadc3724d6c
https://open.spotify.com/episode/5mztimS48oqXceVHphgCrX?si=8b3b2fadc3724d6c
https://docs.google.com/document/d/14s862l-uV6GKvB56JzbOh8wG8OQuhPO7fIgIotFhTOo/edit
https://www.israelstory.org/episode-transcript/?id=4152

Mor Maisel, a young woman who made Aliyah with her family when she was 18,
grew up in Efrat, a Jewish settlement in the West Bank. She absorbed right-
wing political views from her parents. Later, she journeyed from the far-right all
the way to the far-left.

On October 7th, she was on a fun outing with friends, Palestinians and a
Bedouin, when they heard about the Hamas attack. When this episode aired,
Mor had not returned to Efrat. The reaction, to her political opinions, after
October 7th, from family members and Jewish Israeli friends made it clear to
her that she would not feel comfortable there.

DEFINITIONS

Hamas: An Islamic militant organization which aims to destroy Israel. It gained
full control of the Gaza Strip in 2007, ousting the Palestinian Authority, led by
Fatah, the party which governs Palestinians in the West Bank. Hamas has been
recognized as a terrorist organization by dozens of countries, including the
United States.

Kibbutz: A collective community which operates according to the premise that
all income generated by the kibbutz and its members goes into a common
pool. (Source)

Arab-Israelis: Palestinians and others, such as Bedouins, who have Israeli
citizenship.

LISTENING QUESTIONS

Q: Do you agree that fear of “the other”—people you’ve never met; about
whom you’ve only heard negative and scary things—always eventually turns
into hatred?
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Q: What facts or stories do you think Mor learned in East Jerusalem that so

tremendously influenced her opinions about Arab-Israelis, Palestinians, and
the Israeli-Palestinians conflict?


https://www.jewishagency.org/what-exactly-is-a-kibbutz/
https://www.jewishagency.org/what-exactly-is-a-kibbutz/
https://www.jewishagency.org/what-exactly-is-a-kibbutz/
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Q: What would you say if family members, who disagreed with your political

views, said: “you need to go to Gaza” or “soon by you” (meaning that you
should be taken hostage)?

Q: Does it surprise you that family members would say such things?
Q: Do you think those words can be justified?
S
Q: Does the extraordinary level of anger revealed by the words of an Israeli-
Palestinian coexistence group member (that Mor belongs to), after October

7th, affect your position about the potential for a peace agreement between
Israelis and Palestinians in the coming years?

Q: Do you accept Mor’s perspective that many Israelis, since the 7th, believe
that if Israel “...carpet bombs Gaza everything will be fine again.”?

Q: Do you think her view is an accurate description of how most Jewish
Israelis would describe the goal of the war?
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General Questions:

Q: If you had the chance to talk with Mor, what questions would you ask?

Q: How did hearing Mor’s voice help you better understand the current
crisis?

Q: Did October 7th cause a reevaluation of your views related to the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict?
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