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Israel at War - Prayers to Mark Ceremonies and Small Group Conversations with your Students

** Please note that not all of these prayers work for every environment or for every denomination.
Different versions of the prayers, and translations are utilized by different denominations and
communities. Please feel empowered to translate these prayers in the way that works for your

educational environment.

Prayer for the State of Israel, The Chief Rabbinate of Israel
Translation by Rabbi Ed Snitkoff, adjusted for gender parity

Our Parent in Heaven, Protector and Redeemer of Israel, bless the State of
Israel which marks the dawn of our deliverance. Shield it beneath the wings
of Your love. Spread over it Your canopy of peace; send Your light and
Your truth to its leaders, officers, and counselors, and direct them with Your
good counsel.

Strengthen the defenders of our Holy Land; grant them salvation and crown
them with victory. Establish peace in the land, and everlasting joy for its
inhabitants.

Remember our siblings, the whole house of Israel, in all the lands of their
dispersion. Speedily let them walk upright to Zion, the city, to Jerusalem
Your dwelling-place, as it is written in the Torah of Your servant Moses:
“Even if you are dispersed in the uttermost parts of the world, from there the
Lord your God will gather and fetch you. The Lord your God will bring you
into the land which your fathers possessed, and you shall possess it.”

Unite our heart to love and revere Your name, and to observe all the
precepts of Your Torah. And send us the son of David, the Messiah of Your
justice, to redeem those who wait for Your salvation.

Shine forth in Your glorious majesty over all the inhabitants of Your world.
Let everything that breathes proclaim: The Lord God of Israel is Royalty;
God’s majesty rules over all.” Amen.
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For more on the history of this prayer — please see here:

https.:.//www.myjewishlearning.com/article/praying-for-the-welfare-of-the-state-of-israel/

Prayer for the Members of the Israel Defense Force

The One who blessed our forefathers

Abraham, Isaac and Jacob,

God will bless the fighters of the Israel Defense Force,

who stand guard over our land and the cities of our God from the border of
the Lebanon to the desert of Egypt, and from the Great Sea unto the
approach of the Aravah,

on the land, in the air, and on the sea.

May God cause the enemies who rise up against us

to be struck down before them.

May the Holy Blessed One, preserve and rescue our fighting men and
women from every trouble and distress

and from every plague and iliness,

and may God send blessing and success in their every endeavor.

May God lead our enemies under their sway, and may God grant them
salvation and crown them with victory.

And may there be fulfilled for them the verse:

For it is the Lord, your God, Who goes with you to battle your enemies for
you, in order to save you.

And let us say, Amen.
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For more on the history of this prayer — see here
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https://opensiddur.org/prayers/collective-welfare/nations/military-personnel/mi-sheberakh-for-the-welfare-

of-israel-defense-forces-soldiers/

Mi Sheberach Prayer for Captives

The One who blessed our ancestors,

Avraham, Yitshak, and Yaakov, Yosef, Mosheh, and Aharon,

David and Shlomo,

may God bless and safeguard and preserve the captives:

(insert name of captive(s))

among their siblings in the House of Israel who are in trouble and captivity.
In the merit of the prayers of this holy assemblage who pray for them,
may the blessed Holy One shower compassion over them,

and deliver them from darkness and strife,

remove their bondage,

deliver them from their afflictions,

and return them speedily to their families.

Let them give thanks to God for God'’s lovingkindness,

and for the miracles to the children of Adam.

And establish for them that what is written,

“And the ransomed of God shall return, and come with singing unto Zion,
and everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; They shall obtain gladness
and joy, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.” (Isaiah 35:10)

and let us say, Amen.
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For more on this prayer — see here:

https.//opensiddur.org/prayers/collective-welfare/trouble/captivity/mi-sheberakh-for-those-in-captivity-or-

whose-whereabouts-are-unknown/

Acheinu - Our Brothers And Sisters
Traditionally, this prayer is recited after the Torah reading

Our brothers, sisters, siblings, the whole house of Israel, who are
in distress and captivity who wander over sea and over land. May
the Divine have mercy on them, and bring them from distress to
comfort, from darkness to light, from slavery to redemption,

now, swiftly, and soon.
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And let us say: Amen [AX MNI
Oseh Shalom — The One Who Makes Peace DI7Y nwiy
May the One who makes peace in the high heavens make peace for us, 25 2u1 11'7Y DIYY QWY RID 1M DIYY DI
for all Israel, I YalJL
And let us say - Amen. AR NNKI
Hatikva — Israeli National Anthem DlENN

As long as within our hearts
The Jewish soul sings,

As long as forward to the East
To Zion, looks the eye —

Our hope is not yet lost,

It is two thousand years old,

To be a free people in our land
The land of Zion and Jerusalem.
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Prayers Written in the Wake of the Current War in Israel
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Dr. Ruhama Weiss, “l Want to Weep” (October 8, 2023)

| want to weep but then | remember

That there’s a long line now for weeping

(In fairness and to my great fortune) I'm off the list
Of those allowed

Tears.

At moments like this, when life empties itself out of all
Content

Only one word has meaning:

Empty.

Grandmothers taken prisoner. Babies slaughtered.
For some reason I'm reminded of Bialik

| have no right

To weep.
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Tears and Rain: A Prayer for Success in War — Alden Solovy

https://tobendlight.com/2023/10/tears-and-rain/?fbclid=IwAR2heZ7rR8FtrVqoTHVncuwzaxrBUa XZ-m2aT3ksMc-UCVTIoEyV3SDHql

We prayed for rain,

And we got tears.

Yes, we said the ancient words —
DWAN TN NN 2'wn

Masheev ha’ruach u’moreed hagashem —
Acknowledging G-d as the One
Who makes the rain fall

And the wind blow,

But we got tears,

So many tears

Flowing like rain

That would not relent.

Tears for the dead.

Tears for the wounded.

Tears for the kidnapped,

And tears for the captives.
Tears for the soldiers.

Tears for the reservists.

Tears for our sons.

Tears for our daughters.

Tears for our friends,

And tears for our families.
Tears for our nation.

Tears for our people.

So many tears.

So many tears.

G-d, who makes the rain fall,
G-d, who makes tears on earth,
Send us Your tears from heaven,
But only if You send them

As blessings,

Only if You send them as signs
That You will be with us

As we defend our nation,

That You will be with us
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As we fight to end the terror

That dwells in our midst,

The terror that still lurks at our doorstep.
© 2023 Alden Solovy

The following prayer is for the healing of the wounded, the release of the captives, and the safe return of
those who are missing to their homes. It was written by Rabbi Mira Regev and inspired by a prayer for
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times of war by the Rabbis Yehoram and Oded Mazor. From the Israeli Reform Movement

Our Father in heaven, Shechinah source of
life, Rock and redeemer of Israel, strengthen
and deliver all who stand on guard protecting

their homes, safeguard and save them from

any trouble and distress and bless their actions,
hear their prayers and ours and deliver them. 1m0 7i70 NIJW ,0'DWAW 1IN
Save those who are trapped in their homes, 17X 7KW WY
grant them inner strength, faith and hope, aTnivin '7:1 NX YWin 710
bolster them in these terrifying times. O07NW 0N NRWn 7y
Send Your mercy to the anxious mothers NZIX1 Y ‘7Jn EI'7‘X“II
and hurting fathers and the children sitting 00T iyn ‘733 nJ121m
oywin 1Jn7£|m |:1n'7£Jn ynw

in shelters. May it be Your will to remember
us, to take notice of us, to meet us with 0N ORI NIHNIN '73‘7 YW N7
compassion for we trust in You. Q{710 N7 NHANX "W93 102 ONiX x7n

ﬂ?l.(j O'TNgng o'

Return all those kidnapped safe and sound to _
their homes, without the spilling of innocent NINITN NINAXD 1YN7 D012 NwY
blood, without their souls becoming tarnished D‘T7‘“Il nizirnn 13_11_171 ONITD NN
by horrific acts. O'U7i7na 0w
Strengthen those who protect our Holy Land, ANVIWM DTZI X1 ITITNIN
soldiers and civilians alike. ANV 923 PROTIANTZ
We pray “nation shall not lift sword against nigunn 73 NX awn
nation and they will study war no more”. o7 nmun O'g1unn
Compassionate God, please, arouse Your OW9) NDUAW 721 '7) OT 79WW X72
mercy for us, and may the verse be fulfilled: nYITiyna
“from the seed of peace the vine shall produce SWTZ YIN DT NN 70
its fruit, the land shall produce its yield, and OnTXm 0'7'nn
the skies shall provide their moisture. I will 20 i '7N MW M‘?l 1mm
bestow all these things upon you, and you shall 1nn‘7n Tiy 117)'7‘ N‘71
be a blessing, have no fear.” AT'79 TROTKIN IAOT 7N NIN
And let us say Amen. N30 12 07"
AT 10 1930 OI7W0 v11'3
— Rabbi Mira Regev A712' NN AR YN
g7y un oW
Translated by N7N 73 NN OINX A7
Rabbi Levi Weiman-Kelman INTR7X NJ12 00"
DN DX

and Rabbi Efrat Rotem

Adonai will guard your going
nayunn

and coming now and forever nnman




