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Jewish Solidarity and Responsibility
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All the Jewish people are connected or are guarantors for each other

Discussion Questions:

e How does the phrase, "Kol Yisrael Areivim Ze L'Ze" (All Jews are responsible for each other) relate to yourlife and
resonate with you?

e Do youthink that Jews should help and be responsible for each other? In what practical ways can we do that?

Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks, Address at Marble Arch Synagogue

“Community is society with a human face, the place where we know weare not alone.”

Discussion Questions:

e What elements of community do you think give society "a human face”?
e How doesbeing part of a community let us know that we are not alone?
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Sanhedrin17b:10

And it is taught in a baraita: A Torah scholar is not permitted to reside in any city that does not have these ten things:
A court that has the authority to flog and punish transgressors; and a charity fund for which monies are collected by two
people and distributed by three, as required by halakha. This leads to a requirement foranotherthree people in the city.
And a synagogue; and a bathhouse; and a public bathroom; a doctor; and a bloodletter; and a scribe [velaviar] to write
sacred scrolls and necessary documents; and a ritual slaughterer; and a teacher of young children. With these additional
requirements, thereare a minimum of 120 men who must be residents of the city. Theysaid in the name of Rabbi Akiva:
The city must also have varieties of fruit, because varieties of fruit illuminate the eyes.

Discussion Questions:

e  Why might these ten things be important?

e In whatwaysdo the organizations in your community provide services and support community members?

e Whydoyouthink RabbiAkiva spoke of theimportance of fruit as well, even though it does not seem like a necessity?
What is the equivalent of that in your community?

e In addition to routine services provided by institutions in the community, when did you feel like you had the
opportunity to help as an individual?

Let’s stay in touch! learning@nli.org.il
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Letter to Moses Montefiore from Jerusalem Residents

Translation
To establish a land, to endow the abandoned legacy of
Jerusalem, the holy city, that should be planned and built

With the help of God

To his Excellency, our master, savior, the honorable master and
savior! Until now, our eyes have been longingand our ears attentive
to the bells of his carriage, and our hearts have been anguished
because it did not arrive. Behold! Our joy is so great at this time,
since what we hoped for finally happened. As the Angel of God, our
master came, our savior arrived, but our joy is still incomplete, and
we stand between hope and fear, between happiness and fright, for
our only wish and salvation will be to eat from the fruit of our toil,
to work the holy land with the sweat of our brow, and all this hard
work, we will do and suffer, we and our women. Therefore, if we find
favor in the eyes of our Lord, and in the eyes of our master, and he
listens to our pleas, so we will be joyousand happyin the land, we
will be present and will not wish to exchange our part with the great
rich men and businessmen of the land, but if his ear does not hear
our cries, so we will be miserable, oh, how we will be! On what will
we live, our wives and our children, therefore, we bow before the
honorable master, with tear-filled eyes, we beg for our lives and our
poor souls, which are almost entirely consumed by hunger, Please!
Our master, let your mercy upon us be wakened, and if not for us,
for our wives and children and we take it upon ourselves to work
hard so we can keep our families alive with our hard work and gain
favor from the Lord and our master.

Amen

Discussion Questions:

e Why did the communityin Jerusalem reach out to Montefiore for help?

e Why doyou think he would want to help?

e This letter was written in the 19 century, around 100 years before the establishment of the state of Israel. How
has the connection between Jewish communities around the world and with Israel changed since then?

Let’s stay in touch! learning@nli.org.il
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Deuteronomy 15:7
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If there is a needy person amongyou, one of your community in any of your settlementsin the land that the Hashem your
Godiis giving you, do not harden your heart and shut your hand against your needy. Open your hand and lend him sufficient

for whatever he needs.

Discussion Questions:

e Whydo youthink the Torah needs to command us notto harden our heart in the face of the needy?
e What are the ways in which your community gives charity? Is it just limited to giving money or are there other

ways to fulfil this commandment?

Make it a

Happy New Year

for someone in

ISRAEL

Send through

UNITED HIAS SERVICE

a Rosh Hashonah CARE
Kosher food parcel
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and
* Ration and $18.25
Fax Free

Contains:

Meats, Sugar, Shortening,
Cocoa, Chocolate,
Assorted Dried Fruits
For delivery by Rosh Hashonah
place vyour order now with
HIAS — Hebrew — lmmigrant

{id Society

130 N. Wells
Chicago 6, Il

Rosh Hashanah Care Parcel Advertisement, 1958

Discussion Questions:

e Have youever provided products or help to people in need of support?
e  Who were they or what were the causes?

How did you help?
e This advertisement reflects the connection between Israel and the other

Jewish communities around the world. What is the connection between Jews
in Israel and Jews around the world today?

Let’s stay in touch! learning@nli.org.il
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Women Working in a JDC Factory in Bulgaria, 1940’s

Discussion Questions:

e Inorderto assistthe Jews of Bulgaria after the
war, the Joint Distribution Committee* could have
given each person money.

Why do you think they chose to open a factory and
employ thosewho needed assistance?

e What Jewishvalues are expressed when Jews in
one country help Jewsin another?

*The Jewish Joint Distribution Committee (JDC), also
known as Joint, is a Jewish relief organization based
in New York City. Since 1914 the organization has
supported Jewish people living in Israel and
throughoutthe world.
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Pirkei Avot 1:14
He [Hillel] used to say: If | am not for myself, who is for me? But if | am for my own self [only], whatam I? And if not now,
when?

Discussion Questions:

e How doesHillel's statement from the Mishna resonate with you?

e R'AbrahamlJoshuaHeschel said that people achieve fullness of being in fellowship, in care for others. Have you
ever felt this way?

e What can help people achieve that “fullness”?

Let’s stay in touch! learning@nli.org.il
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Seder Without Fear, 1956

Discussion Questions:

e A shelter houses people who are
refugees or homeless. The Jews' Temporary
Shelter of London (as seen in this
photograph) was established in the 1880s
and operated for over 100 years. Why did
the Jews of Britain create these houses?

e How does the Jewish community
respond to similar situations today? Share
some examples from your community.

AN N"V NU'NYND N1
TR 7MY - 1 MU MY, DT Y - WUEIY,0TIR Y - N2y, (21 NNY) 7RV YR IR TAY DI DIYN 902 0ON: QO 11 ANT
M 'Y MY - NINNR 'Y MUY My

Bava Metzia71a:3

R. Josephlearnt:"If youlend moneyto any of my people thatare poorwith you" [this teaches, if the choice lies between)]
alJewand anon-Jew, alew has preference; the poororthe rich the poortakes precedence;your poor [i.e. yourrelatives]
and the [general] poor of yourtown, your poor come first; the poor of your city and the poor of anothertown the poor of
your own town have prior rights. [Soncino translation]

The New Colossus by Emma Lazarus

“Give me yourtired, yourpoor,

Your huddled masses yearning to breathe free,
The wretched refuse of yourteemingshore.
Sendthese, the homeless, tempest-tostto me,
| lift my lamp beside the golden door!”

Discussion Questions:

e What causes us to attend to the needs of some overthe needs of others?

e How dowe both acknowledge that we prioritize our giving and at the same time, work to end all hardship?

e Our naturaltendency is to help thoseclosest to us. In what situations do we motivate ourselves or feel like we can
look beyond our immediate circles?

Let’s stay in touch! learning@nli.org.il
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Appeal to American Jews Following the Kishinev Pogrom, 1903

Open Letter

To our Jewish brothers, citizens of the United States.

™) 2nan ,
SN0 TSN TS DY T o8

TYT M3 NBTN NDT PINGD IR DPNS RN BT P

AN WY DAY WR DI NN N33 NP NYOIND 2enp
BB CBR N7 9p DNSABY DY YD DONSTIA DRNK AIND
R7DW37 903 03 @R D1SM R0 D0y 13w K I8Y 0ys
IR AIDEY WY DWW ,DNI3 DMPTI DI DIWIK MBI 1P
NINBYN3 17NN NI PN [MERY W9A T N0 1D
AV BT D2 1N T 12PN W Y3 T DT Y
CIRY DOP0M 98 B3 DMIBNN D31 BY9Y ; MR MmN
WOWIR DWW IANN SN T TN DB 123 DMBY P33
’ L RIIMNoM pnown %5 gy Dwan
C N1 3y MR BRI DMIRWIND DY9NN BN DY 09N
COTD P2 W 87 WK D2IpY DRI BN3? TN 9 2
WM YSBRD 203,21 TP T WL ORI DYILING 98 D
3 3PM2 W 9937 1T 10D 19 WAND YR BN DMOR 19w0 9Thes
D22 11D TN ANPRAN AR NN WIN NI 13NN D0Y
2737920 MM NN ,DIN PBBR WHINN PIRY 09N DINYIM
DDA RISH? DAY WK DYDY 30K ANBR DY BY 13 M-
DIDDYY NBA BPY. M NIYR9Y Ddem Aasan 9x7 983
P73 PR DOBY NI LOMRE AMN MRS NN,

DTHMYDT 0N punnm -

SUOPT BB 133 DNBY NN MA%3 \NYnn Dt A
WONA SN PT TIED DINK PRI PINTD TN 939 D
ST DWMTIY MY Wsem oean
ABY A3 BT BT TN

APRINIDNLY B 23

Our brothers' blood cries out to us from the Land of Russia, the land of
Bessarabia, the miserable city of Kishinev, the voice of tens of thousands of
our exhausted brothers who saw with their own eyes the murderof their
brothers by murderers for no fault of their own. With their own eyesthey
saw the terrible atrocities that did not occur evenin the Middle Ages....
But the lives of the slain is betterthanthose who survived to live in
starvation, lives of scorn and contempt...

To these miserable ones we will reach out from far, with all the efforts of
our strength we will try tosendthem, each and every one of us, as much
as we can afford so that they will not starve. You are our saviors who have
enjoyedsuccessand you have arrived in the land of freedom that provides
life, light, and freedom that does not differentiate between nation and
nation, between belief and belief. You, who have had the privilege of
finding shelter underthe flag of the Stars and Stripes and living a quietand
safe life, you must also revive and redeem your brothers, the people of
your nation who are starving and drowningin a sea of tears and blood.
Mercy must arise in the hearts of our mercifulbrothers, mustawaken
them so that they will not stand away from their dying brothers in this evil
and terrible tragedy. Find yoursenses and help those who need help.

One of the exiled who is making haste to assist in his nation's tragedy,
Zvi Hirsch Masliansky

Discussion Questions:

e What did you feel whenyouread this article?
e How doesyour community support groups or individuals in need?

Scan and share
your letter/ drawing

Throughout all of Israel's wars, children have written to soldiers and friends on the
home front - and NLI has preserved them for posterity.

Today, we invite you to share a letter or drawing that we will send to Israeli
soldiers/citizens/kids to raise their spirits! Your contribution will be added to the
NLI collections.
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https://web.nli.org.il/sites/NLI/English/digitallibrary/pages/viewer.aspx?docid=EDU_XML_ENGSP1237&presentorid=EDU_XML_ENG

