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“I met a woman once, who described longing like an unbearable physical pain. She was
actually capable of pointing out which specific parts of her body were feeling the pain when
she felt a sense of longing. But what does it really mean to long for something? Is this
actually a real thing? Because when we long for something we think about something we
know we had in the past and want to have again in the future. We reminisce to something
that we had, that is no longer, and all we have left of is our version of. These memories
become more pleasant and nostalgic over the years. And there’s no way, obviously, to ever
really go back.”

(Aniyas, “Touching”, Chapter 4 — “Longings”. from HADERECH website www.haderech.co.il)
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“As a result of the historic catastrophe in which Titus of Rome destroyed Jerusalem and
Israel was exiled from its land, | was born in one of the cities of the Exile. But always |
regarded myself as one who was born in Jerusalem. In a dream, in a vision of the night, |
saw myself standing with my brother-Levites in the Holy Temple, singing with them the
songs of David, King of Israel, melodies such as no ear has heard since the day our city was
destroyed andits people went into exile. | suspect that the angelsin charge of the Shrine of
Music, fearful lest | sing in wakefulness what | had sung in dream, made me forget by day
what | had sung at night; for if my brethren, the sons of my people, were to hear, they would
be unable to bear their grief over the happiness they have lost. To console me for having
prevented me from singing with my mouth, they enable me to compose songs in writing.”

(From Samuel Agnon’s speech at the Nobel prize Banquet, December 1966)
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“After being forcibly exiled from their land, the people kept faith with it throughout their
Dispersion and never ceased to pray and hope for their return to it and for the restoration
init of their political freedom.”

Impelled by this historic and traditional attachment, Jews strove in every successive
generation to re-establish themselvesin their ancient homeland.

(From the “Israeli Declaration of Independence”, 1948)
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THE STORK

Lyrics: Chaim Idisis
Music: Shlomo Gronich

The stork fly to the land of Israel

Its wings flapping above the Nile
Heading to a far off land

There over the mountains, is Beit Yisrael
Sitting and watching

Oh Stork, Oh Stork with your white neck

What have your eyes seen?

Sing me the story.

The stork stays silent and doesn’t open her beak
She readies her legs to take off again

She flaps her large wing

Onthe waytothe cold, on the way she'll stop

In Zion, the city of light

Oh Stork, Oh Stork with your red beak
Will Jerusalem still remember us?

Oh Stork, Oh Stork with your white wings
Wish good fortune and peace for our city,
Peace inour Jerusalem.
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“They told us that Jerusalem was made completely of gold. That even her sidewalks were
made of gold too. That the people who live there, live in peace and love between
themselves, and they are waiting for us, our brothers. And once we'd return to Jerusalem,
they would greet us with joy and we’'d be part of the large happy family.. Hearing these
things would fill us with joy and hope that this day would finally come.”

(Gila Beataulin, from the “Koren Ethiopian Haggada: Journey to Freedom” by Rabbi M. Waldman. Pg.
86)
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“Deepinto the night, the journey started. Goodbye my village, goodbye my childhood
home, goodbye my world. You were the one | saw since | made up my mind. I'm not
betraying you, | am just going to the home of my forefathers, to the land of dreams, but |
will miss you.”

(Oshera Desla, from the “Koren Ethiopian Haggada: Journey to Freedom” by Rabbi M. Waldman. Pg.
86)
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“lam so happy we made Aliyah to Israel. Of course | still miss a lot of things about Ethiopia
and the sense of freedom | had there- the wide open spaces in nature and a life that really
revolved around our family. In Ethiopia, there was a feeling of unity among the jews,
something you don't feelin Israel. | loved my life among nature. You didn't need to buy so
many things and life was a lot less materialistic.”

(Sagi Negossa, from the “Koren Ethiopian Haggada: Journey to Freedom” by Rabbi M. Waldman. Pg.
134)
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“..Anisolated Jewish community. In a distant mountainous land. Beita Yisrael was
disconnected from Israel. On their own, for hundreds of generations, they kept the spark
alive.. This was a new Exodus from Egypt. There wasn’t a spectacle like this since. The
American pilots themselves stood in astonishment. Their eyes, like ours, did not stay dry
as they watch the new Olim descend from the planes. Family after family arrived with
their beautiful children. With their mesmerizing large eyes. Once their feet touched the
ground they bowed down and started to pray. | don’t know if the ground shook, but | am
sure that history did. We stood with our mouths agape, wide-eyed and heartbroken as we
watched this miraculous scene. Something like this would never happen to any other
nation.

Israelinvested significant resources to help integrate BeitaYisrael into the larger Israeli
community, but to my dismay, it never really took.

Integrating into Israel created many difficulties and caused the new Olim a lot of pain. A
pain we must remedy in the future. The great excitement the country felt upon their return
didn't yield any substantial action. We have to act in full force...l heard, with great sorrow,
about a kindergarten -“Otzar HaChayim”in Be'er Sheva...| was shocked by how a schoolin
Petach Tikva rejected Ethiopian kids. This discrimination is disgraceful for our Torah
following nation and itis a great shame for the state of Israel. There is, and needs to be,
just one Israel that s fair and just for everyone...

Today, Yom Yerushalayim, is the day we stand together and salute those who set out on
the difficult historical journey and perished on their way back home- to Israel. They
dreamed about Jerusalem, we salute and honour those who perished. We pray and
welcome back our brothers to their motherland. We won't forget the sorrow and we'll
overcome these struggles.

(From Shimon Peres’ speech at the memorial ceremony for those who perished on their journey to Israel,
on Yom Yerushalayim 2010)
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Forgive me Mother Ethiopia/Orit Tashoma
Forgive me

The tough hair

The taut skin

The rhythm in the shoulders

Coffee with mom at noon

Hospitality

Visiting the sick

Food thatis nurturing

Magicinthe legs

Handshake with both hands

The art of patience

Dedication

Bowing to the elderly

The courage of the young

Events with thousands of people

Who come to comfort or rejoice for nothing
Forgive me.

I almost forgot to leave you some space

My identity was imprisoned by the daily battles

Theironyis that "Betalsrael" is already in the house of Amalek Israel
It embarrassed me

| found myself wrapped in the remnants of faith

Until another slander storm passed

Or a whim of professors for doubt

What exactly do they know about us?

What do they know? Only you

And the God of Israel are withesses

That for two thousand five hundred years you were our refuge
Look how we survived, inthe end we arrived

We did not forget Jerusalem.

But pretty soon | forgot about you

Look, it's not like I'm coming back, You know

I have no other country, Israelis the one

But a person who forgets his past will make mistakes every day of his life
| let anyone who wanted to - to define my identity

Indeed it is my fault, until the prayers of my ancestors

Wrapped around my ankles sucked me to the bottom of my soul
Floats of institutional oppression and statistics

Theytried to program my emotions

But we are not just called "Jagna" for nothing ah

Only the brave will dare to dive into the stillness quietly

Towards the abandoned ship there | found the treasure of comfort
And | swore I'd rather die a pirate than be another machine

Just amoment before | set off

Let me apologize

Ikarta Anat Ethiopia

I cannot really pay you back

Forgive me Ethiopia
I almost forgot to leave you some space
Let me write instead
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"Ezra openedthe scrollin the sight of all the people, for he was above all the people; as he
opened it, all the people stood up.

Ezrablessed the LORD, the great God, and all the people answered, “Amen, Amen,” with
hands upraised. Then they bowed their heads and prostrated themselves before the
LORD with their faces to the ground.”

(Nehemiah 8:5-6)
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“On the twenty-fourth day of this month, the Israelites assembled, fasting, in sackcloth,
and with earth upon them.

Those of the stock of Israel separated themselves from all foreigners, and stood and
confessed their sins and the iniquities of their fathers.

Standingin their places, they read from the scroll of the Teaching of the LORD their God
for one-fourth of the day, and for another fourth they confessed and prostrated

themselves before the LORD their God.”
(Nehemiah 9:1-3)

D7V NRTRI D'PWM DIY2 XYL 190K) N{D UTN? YN DAYY DIt

:DN'NAX NIIYI DAMINYN~2Y ITIN'L 1Y 122 12 790 78w T 17121

:DN'D7X NN DYNDRYN DTINN N'WAY DFD N'Y2Y DR'D7X NN NIR 1902 1R DTAY 7Y indpl
(2-'8,'0 295 7002 990)

H 785
UJA Federation q\aw
NEW YDRK Every one of us, together.




SIGD LIMMUD

X"own [nwnn — November 2020

11)

“About Jerusalem, we didn’t dare dream as a place that we could actually reach...it was
only allowed to dream as A Dream... They told us we were going to Jerusalem. So how
come we're going to Lod? Even though, we bowed our heads and kissed the ground. Lod is
also a holy land, we said. Honestly, | was a bit disappointed. After all, | waited to see the
land of milk and honey. That was what they promised us. And what did | see? Piles of
sand..”

(Barukh Me'iri, “Draming Beyond the Bars- the story of Ethiopian Prisoner of Zion”)
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“If only, if only here in Israel they would continue believing the same beliefs. I'll tell you, it
was a pure belief, truly from the bottom of our hearts. When the minister, our QES, says-
“this is prohibited” thenitis prohibited!. There’s no such thing as secular or religious. As a
matter of fact, our dream, all our hopes, each thought, all of it was just out in the wind, It
wasn't the Jerusalem that people thought it was...it all got destroyed here.”

(Rabbi Yosef Hadana, “Ethiopia and Ethiopian Jews- past, present and future”)
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