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Fill Your Own Cup - Fall Series — Reading the Parsha Through the Eyes of the Midrash

Session Three — Lech Lecha

1) Robert Frost, Mending Wall, North of Boston (1914)
He only says, 'Good fences make good neighbors.'
Spring is the mischief in me, and | wonder

If I could put a notion in his head:

'Why do they make good neighbors? Isn't it

Where there are cows? But here there are no cows.
Before I built a wall I'd ask to know

What | was walling in or walling out,

And to whom | was like to give offense.
Something there is that doesn't love a wall,

That wants it down.'

2) Genesis 13:1 - 14

1) From Egypt, Abram went up into the Negeb, with his wife and all that he
possessed, together with Lot.

2) Now Abram was very rich in cattle, silver, and gold.

3) And he proceeded by stages from the Negeb as far as Bethel, to the place
where his tent had been formerly, between Bethel and Aj,

4) the site of the altar that he had built there at first; and there Abram
invoked God by name.

5) Lot, who went with Abram, also had flocks and herds and tents,

6) so that the land could not support them staying together; for their
possessions were so great that they could not remain together.

7) And there was quarreling between the herders of Abram’s cattle and
those of Lot's cattle.—The Canaanites and Perizzites were then dwelling in
the land.—

8) Abram said to Lot, “Let there be no strife between you and me, between
my herders and yours, for we are, after all, brothers.

9) Is not the whole land before you? Let us separate: if you go north, I will go
south; and if you go south, | will go north.”

10) Lot looked about him and saw how well watered was the whole plain of
the Jordan, all of it—this was before God had destroyed Sodom and
Gomorrah—all the way to Zoar, like the garden of God, like the land of Egypt.
11) So Lot chose for himself the whole plain of the Jordan, and Lot
journeyed eastward. Thus they parted from each other;

12) Abram remained in the land of Canaan, while Lot settled in the cities of
the Plain, pitching his tents near Sodom.

13) Now the inhabitants of Sodom were very wicked sinners against God.
14) And God said to Abram, after Lot had parted from him, “Raise your eyes
and look out from where you are, to the north and south, to the east and
west,
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3) Genesis Rabbah 41:7

“Lot journeyed from the east [mikedem]” (Genesis 13:11)— he moved himself away
from the One who preceded [kadmono] the world. He said: ‘I desire neither Abram

nor his God.’

TINM DAY YN

0VI9 YO (N ) NYNIA)

5Y DINTRN LY YO0 0790
DN NI OYIN N N, DY
JnioNa N9



mailto:yepstein@jewishedproject.org

THE

JEWISH

EDUCATION
~PROJECT

T'02

Fill Your Own Cup - Year Four
Midrash — Session Three
Rabba Yaffa Epstein
yepstein@jewishedproject.org

4) Genesis Rabbah 41:8

“God said to Abram...” (Genesis 13:14) -

Rabbi Yuda says: There was anger towards our forefather Abraham when he
distanced his nephew Lot from him. The Holy Blessed One said: ‘He attaches
himself to everyone else, but to his own kinsman, Lot, he does not attach
himself?’

Rabbi Nehemya said: The Holy Blessed One was angry while Lot was traveling
with Abraham our forefather. The Holy Blessed One said: ‘l said to him: “To your
descendants | have given this land” (Genesis 15:18), and he attaches Lot to him,
so that he should inherit [from] him?

If so, let him go and find two foundlings in the street and bequeath to them what
is his, as he wishes for his nephew.’

That is what is written: “Banish the scoffer, and strife will depart” (Proverbs 22:10).
“Banish the scoffer” — this refers to Lot; “and strife will depart” — “there was a
quarrel between the herdsmen of Abram'’s [livestock and the herdsmen of Lot’s
livestock]....”

“And contention and disgrace will cease” (Proverbs 22:10) - “Please, let there not
be a quarrel [between me and you]....”

“One who loves purity of heart, whoever has grace on their lips, the king is their
friend” (Proverbs 22:11) - the Holy Blessed One loves whoever is pure of heart.
“Whoever has grace on their lips, the king is their friend” — this refers to
Abraham, who was faultless and pure of heart and became one who loved the
Omnipresent, as it is stated: “Descendants of Abraham who loved Me” (Isaiah
41:8).

Because he had “grace on his lips,” as it is stated: “Speaking of his feats, and the
grace of his speech” (Job 41:4), the Holy Blessed One became like a friend to
him, saying to him: “To your descendants | have given this land” (Genesis 15:18).
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5) Proverbs 22:10 — 11

10) Banish the scoffer and strife will depart, and contention and disgrace will cease.

11) One who loves purity of heart, whoever has grace on their lips, the king is their
friend.
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6) Isaiah 41:6 — 10

6) Each one helps the other, Saying to his fellow, “Take courage!”

7) The woodworker encourages the smith; He who flattens with the hammer
[Encourages] him who pounds the anvil. He says of the riveting, “It is good!”
And he fixes it with nails, That it may not topple.

8) But you, Israel, My servant, Jacob, whom | have chosen, Seed of Abraham
My beloved,

9) You whom | drew from the ends of the earth And called from its far corners,
To whom | said: You are My servant; | chose you, | have not rejected you—
10) Fear not, for | am with you, Be not frightened, for | am your God; |
strengthen you and | help you, | uphold you with My victorious right hand.
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7)Job41:2-6
2) There is no one so fierce as to rouse it; Who then can stand up to Me?
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3) Whoever confronts Me | will requite, For everything under the heavens is
Mine.

4) | will not be silent concerning it, Or the praise of its gracious value.

5) Who can uncover its outer garment? Who can penetrate the folds of its
jowls?

6) Who can pry open the doors of its face? Its bared teeth strike terror.
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8) Yefeh To'ar on Genesis Rabbah 41:8
Shmuel Yafeh Ashkenazi - 16" C Constantinople

“And to Lot his brother he does not cleave.” Even though the land could not bear
them dwelling together, nevertheless, had there been peace and love between
them, they could have lived together and made do with less space. As we say:
“When our love was strong, we could lie together on the width of a sword blade.”
Nor can one object: “Since Lot was a robber, chose licentiousness, and denied
God, how could Avraham draw him close?”

For Avraham should not have pushed him away with both hands and distanced
him. He should have drawn him close and brought him back in repentance.
Without doubt, in Avraham’s company Lot would have been healed of his sins.
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