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Fill Your Own Cup - Fall Series — Reading the Parsha Through the Eyes of the Midrash

Session Two - Noah

1) Indigo Girls, The Wood Song, Swamp Ophelia

Now | see we're in the boat in two by twos

Only the heart that we have for a tool we could use
And the very close quarters are hard to get used to
Love weighs the hull down with its weight

But the wood is tired and the wood is old

And we'll make it fine if the weather holds

But if the weather holds, we'll have missed the point
That's where we need to go

2) Genesis 6: 9 — 10

This is the line of Noah.—Noah was a righteous man; he was
blameless in his age; Noah walked with God.—

Noah begot three sons: Shem, Ham, and Japheth.
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3) Genesis 7:13 - 23

That same day Noah and Noah's sons, Shem, Ham, and Japheth,
went into the ark, with Noah'’s wife and the three wives of his sons—
they and all beasts of every kind, all cattle of every kind, all creatures
of every kind that creep on the earth, and all birds of every kind, every
bird, every winged thing.

They came to Noah into the ark, two each of all flesh in which there
was breath of life.

Thus they that entered comprised male and female of all flesh, as
God had commanded him. And GOD shut him in.

The Flood continued forty days on the earth, and the waters increased
and raised the ark so that it rose above the earth.

The waters swelled and increased greatly upon the earth, and the ark
drifted upon the waters.

When the waters had swelled much more upon the earth, all the
highest mountains everywhere under the sky were covered.

Fifteen cubits higher did the waters swell, as the mountains were
covered.

And all flesh that stirred on earth perished—birds, cattle, beasts, and
all the things that swarmed upon the earth, and all humankind.

All in whose nostrils was the merest breath of life, all that was on dry
land, died.

All existence on earth was blotted out—humans, cattle, creeping
things, and birds of the sky; they were blotted out from the earth. Only
(Ach) Noah was left, and those with him in the ark.
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4) Genesis 8:15 - 20

God spoke to Noah, saying,

“Come out of the ark, together with your wife, your sons, and your sons’
wives.

Bring out with you every living thing of all flesh that is with you: birds,
animals, and everything that creeps on earth; and let them swarm on the
earth and be fertile and increase on earth.”

So Noah came out, together with his sons, his wife, and his sons’ wives.
Every animal, every creeping thing, and every bird, everything that stirs on
earth came out of the ark by families.

Then Noabh built an altar to GOD and, taking of every pure animal and of
every pure bird, he offered burnt offerings on the altar.
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5) Ecclesiastes 9:1-2

For all this | noted, and | ascertained all this: that the actions of even the
righteous and the wise are determined by God. Even love! Even hate!
Humankind knows none of these in advance—

none! For the same fate is in store for all: for the righteous, and for the wicked;
for the good and pure, and for the impure; for one who sacrifices, and for one
who does not; for one who is pleasing, and for one who is displeasing; and for
one who swears, and for one who shuns oaths.
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6) Vayikra Rabbah 20:1

After the death of the two sons of Aaron (Lev. 16:1). R. Shimon opened:
All things come alike to all; there is one fate for the righteous and for the
wicked (Eccl. 9:2).

“For the righteous” - this is Noah, of whom it is said: a righteous man
(Gen. 6:9). R. Yohanan said in the name of R. Eliezer son of R. Yose the
Galilean: When Noah came out of the ark, a lion struck him and maimed
him, so that he was not fit to offer sacrifices, and Shem his son offered in
his place.

“And for the wicked” — this is Pharaoh Necho. When he sought to sit on
Solomon’s throne, not knowing its workings, a lion struck him and maimed
him. This one died lame and that one died lame. That is what is written:
one fate for the righteous and for the wicked.
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7) Midrash Tanchuma, Noach 9

Go forth from the ark (Gen. 8:16). Scripture says elsewhere in allusion to
this verse: Bring my soul out of prison, that | may give thanks to Thy name;
the righteous shall crown themselves because of me; for Thou wilt deal
bountifully with me (Ps. 142:8). Bring my soul out of prison refers to Noah,
who was imprisoned in the ark.

R. Levi said: Neither Noah nor his sons were able to sleep during the entire
twelve months (in the ark) because they were obliged to feed the animals,
the beasts, and the birds. R. Akiba stated that they even brought into the ark
tree branches for the elephants and glass beads for the ostriches. Some of
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the animals had to be fed at the second hour in the night and others at the
third hour of the night.
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Further proof that they did not sleep is presented to us by R. Yohanan. He
tells us in the name of R. Eliezer the son of R. Yosé the Galilean that
because Noah once delayed feeding a lion, the lion bit him so severely that
he left the ark maimed, as it is said: And only Noah was left (Gen. 7:23).

The word ah (“only,” also “to be afflicted”) indicates that his body was no
longer whole. He became, thereby, unfit to bring sacrifices to the altar, and
his son Shem had to do it in his stead. Concerning him it is said: Behold, the
righteous shall be made whole in the earth (Prov. 11:31).
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R. Huna said in the name of R. Yosé: He left the ark coughing and spitting
blood because of a cold he had contracted, and it is for this reason that
Scripture states: Bring out of prison my soul ... the righteous shall crown
themselves because of Me (Ps. 142:8), that is, through me the Holy Blessed
One took a crown. They shall reason: Though Noah was righteous, he was
not wholly righteous. The Holy Blessed One, nevertheless performed
miracles in his behalf, as it is said: He delivereth him that is innocent (Job
22:30). In this verse i-naki (“innocent”) should be interpreted as velo naki,
that is, he was not wholly righteous. How many more miracles would God
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have performed in his behalf if he had been wholly righteous!
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8) Midrash Tehillim 37:1

Of David. Do not be vexed by evildoers (Ps. 37:1). This is what
Scripture says: Let your heart not envy sinners (Prov. 23:17). Then in
what should you be zealous? In the fear of the Lord all day long (ibid.)....
Had Avraham not been zealous for the Holy Blessed One, he would not
have acquired heaven and earth.

And when was he zealous? When he said to Malki-Tzedek: How did you
come out of the ark? He said to him: Through the tzedakah that we did.
He said to him: What tzedakah could you have done? Were there poor
people there? Was there anyone there but Noah and his sons? To
whom did you do tzedakah? He said to him: To the beasts, the cattle,
and the birds. We did not sleep all night but kept placing food before
this one and before that one. Once we were late, and my father came
out broken.

At that moment Avraham said: If these — had they not done tzedakah
with cattle, beasts, and birds, they would not have come out of there;
and because he was late once, he nearly received his due and was
broken — then |, if | do it with human beings, who are in the likeness and
image of the angels, how much more so will | be saved from harm!
Immediately: He planted an eshel (Gen. 21:33) - food, drink, and
escort. And so Solomon said: And | saw all labor and all skill in work,
that it is a man’s rivalry with his fellow (Eccl. 4:4). That is why: let your
heart not envy sinners.
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9) An Ark of Chesed, Rabbi Chaim Yaakov Goldvicht, Yeshivat Kerem BeYavneh
https://www.kby.org/harav/view.asp?id=3558

In this way, the ark served as a "Beit Midrash" for the study of chesed. In it they learned to share their confined
space with others. In it they were trained consistently to dedicate themselves, with all their might, to others. In it
they learned and were brought to understand that their lives are dependent on complete dedication to the mission
of an enduring world, chesed...

The chesed that Noach performed with the animals in the ark is what turned the attribute of justice that was
aimed towards him into an attribute of mercy and grace. It was this lesson of chesed that inspired Avraham to
embrace this trait...

In the ark the spiritual character of Noach and his children was shaped and stamped with the seal of chesed, and
in this way they became qualified to be the seed of a renewed world. Even Avraham's renown trait of chesed
found its roots and sprung forth from this "Beit Midrash" of chesed!
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The Midrashic Canon by Biblical Book
Book Halakhic Midrash Aggadic Midrash
Genesis - Bereshit Rabbah (c. 400-450)
Exodus Mekhilta de-R. Yishmael (3rd c.) [School | Shemot Rabbah (10th-12th c.)
of Yishmael]
Mekhilta de-R. Shimon bar Yohai (3rd c.)
[School of Akiva]
Leviticus Sifra (3rd c.) [School of Akiva] Vayikra Rabbah (5th c.)
Numbers Sifrei Bamidbar (3rd c.) [School of Bamidbar Rabbah (12th c.)
Yishmael]
Sifrei Zuta (3rd c.) [School of Akiva]
Deuteronomy Sifrei Devarim (3rd c.) [School of Akiva] | Devarim Rabbah (c. 450—-800)
Midrash Tannaim (3rd c., reconstructed)
[School of Yishmael]
Megillot — Eikhah Rabbah (5th c.)
Shir HaShirim Rabbah (6th c.)
Ruth Rabbah (6th c.)
Kohelet Rabbah (7th—8th c.)
Esther Rabbah I (c. 500)
Psalms — Midrash Tehillim (layers
through c. 11th c.)
Whole Torah / cycle - Pesikta de-Rav Kahana (5th c.)
Tanhuma (5th-9th c.)
Pirkei de-R. Eliezer (8th c.)
Anthologies — Yalkut Shimoni (13th c.)

Midrash HaGadol (13th—-14th
c., Yemen)

Dates are approximate dates of final redaction; much of the material is older, and dating

is contested.
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