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1) Exodus 3:1-4

Now Moses, tending the flock of his father-in-law Jethro, the priest of
Midian, drove the flock into the wilderness, and came to Horeb, the
mountain of God.

An angel of GOD appeared to him in a blazing fire out of a bush. He
gazed, and there was a bush all aflame, yet the bush was not
consumed.

Moses said, “I must turn aside to look at this marvelous sight; why
doesn’t the bush burn up?”

When GOD saw that he had turned aside to look, God called to him
out of the bush: “Moses! Moses!” He answered, “Here | am.”

1-N:) MNY

Y2 NN 12 NN Y TR YN
N1 927970 NN INSD NN NP PTN
127N D’ﬂbm INON

TINN UNNIJ2 1>bN ﬂﬁ’ ‘[N'J)Q NPY
\vm Yt 139-1 73'11 NI MmN

b:m NN mmw

TN IRINY NN VN 'mzm
WND WITH M b‘m NN
abioly)

PIN NIPN NINYY IR 22 NI KN
YN NYn 'v:mn blon) ‘m'm Dhbn
0 N



mailto:yepstein@jewishedproject.org
https://www.929.org.il/lang/en/page/53/post/68671

THE
JEWISH
EDUCATION
PROJECT

7"02

Fill Your Own Cup 5786 - Winter Series — Session Seven

Rabba Yaffa Epstein
yepstein@jewishedproject.org

2) Exodus Rabbah 2:2

Moses, 100, the Holy One blessed be He tested him only with
flocks. Our Rabbis say: When Moses, may he rest in peace, was
herding Yitro's flock in the wilderness, a kid fled from him. He
pursued it until it reached cover. Once it reached cover, it
happened upon a pool of water, and the kid stopped to drink.
When Moses reached it, he said: ‘I didn't know that you were
running due to thirst. You are tired.” He carried it on his shoulder
and was walking. The Holy Blessed One said: ‘You have the
compassion to behave with the flocks belonging to flesh and
blood in this manner; by your life, you will herd My flock, Israel.
That is: “Moses was herding.”

Likewise, regarding Moses it says: “He led the flock deep into
the wilderness,” to remove them from theft [by grazing in fields
belonging to others], and the Holy Blessed One took him to herd
Israel, as it is stated: “You led Your people like a flock in the
hand of Moses and Aaron” (Psalms 77:21).
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3) Exodus 12:3-11

(3) Speak to the whole community of Israel and say that on the tenth
of this month each of them shall take a lamb to a family, a lamb to a
household. (4) But if the household is too small for a lamb, let him
share one with a neighbor who dwells nearby, in proportion to the
number of persons: you shall contribute for the lamb according to
what each household will eat. (5) Your lamb shall be without blemish,
a yearling male; you may take it from the sheep or from the goats. (6)
You shall keep watch over it until the fourteenth day of this month; and
all the assembled congregation of the Israelites shall slaughter it at
twilight. (7) They shall take some of the blood and put it on the two
doorposts and the lintel of the houses in which they are to eat it. (8)
They shall eat the flesh that same night; they shall eat it roasted over
the fire, with unleavened bread and with bitter herbs. (9) Do not eat any
of it raw, or cooked in any way with water, but roasted—head, legs, and
entrails—over the fire. (10) You shall not leave any of it over until
morning; if any of it is left until morning, you shall burn it. (11) This is
how you shall eat it: your loins girded, your sandals on your feet, and
your staff in your hand; and you shall eat it hurriedly: it is a Passover
offering to the LORD.
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4) Mechilta DeRebbe Yishmael 5:10-11

(Exodus 12:6) "And it shall be to you for a keeping":

Why does the taking of the Pesach precede its slaughtering
by four days?

Said Rabbi Yehuda ben Betayra: "the verse states that the
people did not hearken to Moshe (when he announced the
impending redemption — see Shemot 6:9) because they were
'short of breath and burdened with hard labor!" Is it possible
that a person could be informed of glad tidings and not
rejoice? If a person were told of the birth of their child would
they not rejoice? If a slave was informed that their master
was going to free them, would they not rejoice? Why then did
the people ignore Moshe's encouraging words? Rather, it
was difficult for them to part with idolatry!"

"And it shall be to you for a keeping" — What does this mean?
As it is written (Exodus 12:21), Moses told the Israelites to go
and select sheep for themselves. But the Israelites
questioned him (Exodus 8:22), asking: "Moses our teacher:
“How can we slaughter animals that the Egyptians consider
sacred, right in front of them, without them killing us?"

Moses said to them: The very fact that God will protect you
while you are taking the animals — should give you
confidence that you will also be safe when you slaughter
them.
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5) Rabbi Toba Spitzer (from Social Action Torah Teachings, socialaction.com)

Up to this point in the Exodus story, the Israelites have been essentially passive characters in the unfolding
drama of their redemption. Marking their doors with lamb's blood is the first thing that the people of Israel
are asked to do for themselves. This act thus becomes their first step towards freedom...Rashi notes, verse
13 says that "the blood will be a sign for you"--that is, a sign for the Israelites, not for God. But why did the

Israelites need this sign?

In order to take a step towards becoming a free people, the Israelites had to mark themselves. An essential
first step on any journey towards liberation is a willingness to identify oneself: to step up, to speak out, to
mark oneself simultaneously as oppressed and as ready to break the bonds of oppression. By painting their
doorways, the Israelites were both claiming their identity and at the same time making public their rebellion.
They willingly risked the possibility that nothing would happen that fateful night, that their Egyptian
oppressors might not be killed and would rise the next morning to see the signs of a slave revolt, with the
doors of each participant blatantly marked. They marked themselves as slaves, and they marked

themselves as free.

This is the challenge that our ancestors leave for us. We may no longer be slaves, but the world is still far
from redeemed, and these questions still echo for us: What are the steps that we need to take on our own
journey of liberation? How do we mark ourselves as both oppressed and free? What is the risk that we each
are willing to take, to signal the beginning of new possibilities? As the Israelite slaves were willing to mark
themselves and take that first step, so too may each of us be willing to stand out, speak up, and make our

mark on the road towards freedom.
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