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Fill Your Own Cup 5786
Winter Series — Session Six — Nachshon

1) Nachshon, Who Led the Way — a poem by Jacqueline Jules
Trapped between the Red Sea

and Pharaoh'’s army

Nachshon listened while others

bickered over who would go first.

He watched Moses cry and pray.
Then he stepped into the water.

| close my eyes

and imagine Nachshon,

moving forward with faith, despite
being drenched to the chin.

Did he know the sea would split
before it covered his head?

That Adonai would admonish Moses
for offering prayer when action was needed?

When my moment on the shore has passed,
will it be said | stepped into the water
instead of standing back, waiting

for someone else to go first?

Jacqueline Jules is the author of Manna in the Morning (Kelsay Books, 2021) and Itzhak Perlman’s
Broken String, winner of the 2016 Helen Kay Chapbook Prize from Evening Street Press. Her poetry has
appeared in over 100 publications including Amethyst Review, The Sunlight Press, Gyroscope Review,
and One Art. Visit www.jacquelinejules.com
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(18) This is the line of Perez: Perez begot Hezron,

(19) Hezron begot Ram, Ram begot Ammi-nadab,

(20) Amminadab begot Nahshon, Nahshon begot Salmon,
(21) Salmon begot Boaz, Boaz begot Obed, (22) Obed begot
Jesse, and Jesse begot David.
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6) Exodus 14:10-22

As Pharaoh drew near, the Israelites caught sight of the Egyptians
advancing upon them. Greatly frightened, the Israelites cried out to
God.

And they said to Moses, “Was it for want of graves in Egypt that you
brought us to die in the wilderness? What have you done to us, taking
us out of Egypt?

Is this not the very thing we told you in Egypt, saying, ‘Let us be, and
we will serve the Egyptians, for it is better for us to serve the
Egyptians than to die in the wilderness’?”

But Moses said to the people, “Have no fear! Stand by and witness the
deliverance which God will work for you today; for the Egyptians
whom you see today you will never see again.

God will battle for you; you hold your peace!”

Then God said to Moses, “Why do you cry out to Me? Tell the
Israelites to go forward. And you lift up your rod and hold out your
arm over the sea and split it, so that the Israelites may march into the
sea on dry ground. And | will stiffen the hearts of the Egyptians so
that they go in after them; and | will gain glory through Pharaoh and all
his warriors, his chariots, and his riders. Let the Egyptians know that |
am God, when | gain glory through Pharaoh, his chariots, and his
riders.”

The messenger of God, who had been going ahead of the Israelite
army, now moved, and followed behind them; and the pillar of cloud
shifted from in front of them and took up a place behind them,

and it came between the army of the Egyptians and the army of Israel.
Thus there was the cloud with the darkness, and it cast a spell upon
the night, so that the one could not come near the other all through
the night.

Then Moses held out his arm over the sea and God drove back the sea
with a strong east wind all that night and turned the sea into dry
ground. The waters were split, and the Israelites went into the sea on
dry ground, the waters forming a wall for them on their right and on
their left.
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§ What was the incident where Judah sanctified God’s name in public?
As it is taught in a baraita that Rabbi Meir would say: When the Jewish
people stood at the Red Sea, the tribes were arguing with one other.
This one was saying: | am going into the sea first, and that one was
saying: | am going into the sea first. Then, in jumped the tribe of
Benjamin and descended into the sea first, as it is stated: “There is
Benjamin, the youngest, ruling them [rodem]” (Psalms 68:28). Do not
read it as: “Ruling them [rodem]”; rather, read it as: Descending [red] into
the sea [yam]. And the princes of the tribe of Judah were stoning them
[rogmim otam] for plunging in first and not in the proper order, as it is
stated in the continuation of the verse: “The princes of Judah, their
council [rigmatam]” (Psalms 68:28). Therefore, Benjamin the righteous
was privileged to serve as host to the Divine Presence of the Almighty,
as the Temple was built in the territory of Benjamin, as it is stated in
Moses’ blessing for the tribe of Benjamin: “The beloved of the Lord shall
dwell in safety by Him; He covers him all the day, and God rests between
his shoulders” (Deuteronomy 33:12).

Rabbi Yehuda said to Rabbi Meir: That is not how the incident took
place. Rather, this tribe said: | am not going into the sea first, and that
tribe said: | am not going into the sea first. Then, in jumped the prince of
Judah, Nahshon ben Amminadab, and descended into the sea first,
accompanied by his entire tribe, as it is stated: “Ephraim surrounds Me
with lies and the house of Israel with deceit, and Judah is yet wayward
toward God [rad im El]” (Hosea 12:1), which is interpreted homiletically
as: And Judah descended [rad] with God [im El]. And in this regard, the
tradition, i.e., the Writings, explicates Nahshon’s prayer at that moment:
“Save me, God; for the waters are come in even unto the soul. | am
sunk in deep mire, where there is no standing...let not the water flood
overwhelm me, neither let the deep swallow me up” (Psalms 69:2-3,
16).

At that time, Moses was prolonging his prayer. The Holy Blessed One,
said to him: My beloved ones are drowning in the sea and you prolong
your prayer to me?

Moses said before God: Master of the Universe, but what can | do?
God said to him: “Speak to the children of Israel that they go forward.
And you, lift up your rod and stretch out your hand” (Exodus 14:15-16).
For this reason, because Nahshon and the tribe of Judah went into the
sea first, the tribe of Judah merited to govern Israel, as it is stated:
“Judah became God's sanctuary, Israel God’s dominion. The sea saw it
and fled” (Psalms 114:2-3).

The baraita interprets the verses in this manner: What is the reason that
Judah became His sanctuary and Israel came under His dominion? It is
because “the sea saw it and fled.”
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8) Sefat Emet, Leviticus, Passover 31:6

Who split the the Sea of Reeds into sections (Psalms 136:13) - There is an
interpretation that the Sea was split into twelve sections, one for each tribe.
And why does this matter? This is simply to teach us, that each tribe was
worthy of having the sea split because of it! And not only this, but every
single person from the Jewish people was worthy of having the sea split for
him. That is why it is written: You who drove back the sea with Your

might (Psalms 74:13) — it means you cut the sea up into tiny pieces. Every
Jew had a portion in the splitting of the sea. And that is why the Jewish
people were blessed by the sand of the sea, that every person has a part of
the heavens, the earth, and the sea.
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