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Look closely at this photograph:

e What do you think is happening in this picture?

e What do the words on the signs suggest to you about this scene?
What do you infer from the expressions on these peoples faces or
the way they are standing?

e This photograph was taken at a time when Jews in the Soviet
Union were not allowed to practice their religion or immigrate to
other countries where they would have had religious freedom. How
does that information clarify your understanding of the
photograph?

e Why do you think the people in this picture are protesting for the
release of Soviet Jews? Why do you think this was important to
them? Why do they believe that their fight is our fight?

e Have you ever been to a protest or demonstration (or seen one on
TV)? How did you feel seeing or being part of it?

e Do you think these types of efforts are effective? What causes do
you feel strongly enough about that you would choose to protest
for or against them?

You can learn more about the Soviet Jewry movement here:

Jews in America: Soviet Jewry Movement

How A Quest To Save Soviet Jews Changed The World : NPR
Life as a Refusenik | Jewish Women's Archive

History | THE REFUSENIK PROJECT


https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/soviet-jewry-movement
https://www.npr.org/2010/10/30/130936993/how-a-quest-to-save-soviet-jews-changed-the-world
https://jwa.org/communitystories/sovietjewry/themes/life-as-a-refusenik
https://www.refusenikproject.org/history/

Read the following text, which comes from the book of Exodus, shortly after
the Israelites left Egypt.
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Exodus 13:3

And Moses said to the people, Remember this day, on which you
went free from Egypt, the house of bondage, how GOD freed you

from it with a mighty hand: no leavened bread shall be eaten.

Listen to the following song: Louis Armstrong-Go Down Moses

Discuss:

e This day is identified as a transformational moment. Before, you
were a slave, and now you are free. Have you ever had a
transformational moment in your own life? What was it, and why
was it important?

e What aspects of leaving Egypt do you think are most important to
remember, and why?

e You can remember something without changing what you eat. Why
do you think Moses adds this detail about not eating leavened
bread?

e No one alive today was present for this biblical story. What does it
mean to remember something that you didnt actually experience?

e How - if at all - does knowing this story influence how you think
about being Jewish in the 21st century? Are there things that you
would do, or not do, because of this story?


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SP5EfwBWgg0

Now revisit the photograph and text together:

How does this text relate to the photograph?
How might this biblical text inspire people to take various actions
today? How is it relevant today?

e What does it mean to you to be free? Do you think the meaning of
the word has changed at all over time?

e What inspires you to fight for the causes that are important to you?

Follow-up activities:

e Take a photograph that reflects a cause you care deeply about.
Find a text (traditional or contemporary) that supports your position
on the issue. Present your work to the class and explain why you
feel the way you do about this issue. Why is it important to you?
What or who influenced the way you feel? What values or beliefs
underlie your perspective?

e Take a photograph that represents the meaning of freedom to you.
Write a one-page reflection on freedom, what it means and how it
is reflected in your photograph.

e Reflect on a transformational moment in your life, a specific,
discrete event that changed the way you think, feel, or live your
life. What happened? How did it change you? Why did it have
such a powerful impact? How is your life different now? Do you
think it was a change for the better or for worse?



