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Winter Series — Session Three — Bigtan and Teresh

1) Scroll of Esther 2:21-23

21) At that time, when Mordecai was sitting in the palace gate, Bigthan
and Teresh, two of the king’s eunuchs who guarded the threshold,
became angry, and plotted to do away with King Ahasuerus.

22) Mordecai learned of it and told it to Queen Esther, and Esther
reported it to the king in Mordecai's name.

23) The matter was investigated and found to be so, and the two were
impaled on stakes. This was recorded in the book of annals at the
instance of the king.
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2) Scroll of Esther Chapter 2: 5-11

In the fortress Shushan lived a Jew by the name of Mordecai, son of Jair
son of Shimei son of Kish, a Benjaminite.

[Kish] had been exiled from Jerusalem in the group that was carried into
exile along with King Jeconiah of Judah, who had been driven into exile
by King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon.

He was foster father to Hadassah—that is, Esther—his uncle’s daughter,
for she had neither father nor mother. The maiden was shapely and
beautiful; and when her father and mother died, Mordecai adopted her
as his own daughter.

When the king's order and edict was proclaimed, and when many
maidens were assembled in the fortress Shushan under the supervision
of Hegai, Esther too was taken into the king’s palace under the
supervision of Hegai, guardian of the women.

The maiden pleased him and won his favor, and he hastened to furnish
her with her cosmetics and her rations, as well as with the seven maids
who were her due from the king’s palace; and he treated her and her
maids with special kindness in the harem.

Esther did not reveal her people or her kindred, for Mordecai had told her
not to reveal it.

Every single day Mordecai would walk about in front of the court of the
harem, to learn how Esther was faring and what was happening to her.
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3) Babylonian Talmud Tractate Megillah 13b

R. Yohanan said: Bigtan and Teresh were two Tarseans and conversed
in the Tarsean language. They said: From the day this woman came we
have been able to get no sleep. Come, let us put poison in the dish so
that he will die. They did not know that Mordecai was one of those
who had seats in the Chamber of Hewn Stone, and that he understood
seventy languages.
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4) Midrash Esther Rabbah 6:8

“On each day, Mordekhai would walk before the courtyard of the harem”
- Rabbi Yaakov bar Aha said: The Holy Blessed One said to him: You
sought to ascertain the wellbeing of one person - “to find out how
Esther was”; by your life, ultimately you will seek to ascertain the
wellbeing of an entire nation. That is what is written: “Seeking good for
his people and speaking of peace for all his descendants” (Esther 10:3).
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5) Pirkei DeRebbe Eliezer 50:3

Rabbi Simeon said: Come and see the wisdom of Mordecai, for he knew
seventy languages, as it is said, "Which came with Zerubbabel, Jeshua...
Mordecai, Bilshan" (Ezra 2:2), and he sat in the gates of the king to see
that Esther and her maidens should not become defiled by any kind of
unclean food. He heard the two eunuchs of the king speaking in the
language of the Chaldees, saying: Now will the king take the afternoon
sleep, and when he arises he will say, Give me a little water; let a deadly
poison be given to him in the golden vessel, and he will drink thereof and
die. Mordecai went in and told Esther. Now Esther told the king in the
name of Mordecai, as it is said, "And Esther told the king in Mordecai's
name" (Esth. 2:22). Hence (the Wise Men) have said: Whosoever tells a
matter in the name of its author brings redemption into the world.
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6) Ethics of our Ancestors 6:6

(6) Greater is learning Torah than the priesthood and than royalty, for
royalty is acquired by thirty stages, and the priesthood by twenty-four,
but the Torah by forty-eight things. ...

[Learning of Torah is also acquired by one] who ... And [by one] who
says a thing in the name of him who said it. Thus you have learned:
everyone who says a thing in the name of him who said it, brings
deliverance into the world, as it is said: “And Esther told the king in
Mordecai's name” (Esther 2:22).
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