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1) Esther 5:9-14 

(9) That day Haman went out happy and lighthearted. But when Haman 

saw Mordecai in the palace gate, and Mordecai did not rise or even stir 

on his account, Haman was filled with rage at him. (10) Nevertheless, 

Haman controlled himself and went home. He sent for his friends and his 

wife Zeresh, (11) and Haman told them about his great wealth and his 

many sons, and all about how the king had promoted him and advanced 

him above the officials and the king’s courtiers. (12) “What is more,” 

said Haman, “Queen Esther gave a feast, and besides the king she did not 

have anyone but me. And tomorrow too I am invited by her along with 

the king. (13) Yet all this means nothing to me every time I see that Jew 

Mordecai sitting in the palace gate.” (14) Then his wife Zeresh and all his 

friends said to him, “Let a stake be put up, fifty cubits high, and in the 

morning ask the king to have Mordecai impaled on it. Then you can go 

gaily with the king to the feast.” The proposal pleased Haman, and he 

had the stake put up. 

 י״ד-אסתר ה׳:ט׳

ב וְכִרְאוֹת֩  ֵ֑ וֹב לֵּ חַ וְטּ֣ ֵ֖ וֹם הַה֔וּא שָמֵּ א הָמָן֙ בַיּ֣ ֵ֤ )ט( וַיֵּצֵּ

נּוּ   לֶךְ וְלאֹ־קָם֙ וְלאֹ־זָּ֣ע מִמֶ֔ עַר הַמֶֶּ֗ י בְשַּ֣ כַַ֜ ת־מׇרְדֳּ ן אֶֶֽ הָמָָ֨

וֹא   ן וַיָבֵ֖ ק הָמָ֔ ה׃ )י( וַיִתְאַפַּ֣ מֶָֽ י חֵּ כֵַ֖ ל־מׇרְדֳּ ן עֶַֽ א הָמָָ֛ ֵ֥ וַיִמָלֵּ

וֹ וַיִשְלַָ֛  יתֵ֑ וֹ׃  אֶל־בֵּ יו וְאֶת־זֵֶֶ֥֥רֶש אִשְתֶֽ א אֶת־אֹהֲבֵָ֖ ֵ֥ ח וַיָבֵּ

ב בָנֵָ֑יו   וֹ וְרֹּ֣ וֹד עׇשְרֵ֖ ן אֶת־כְבֵ֥ ם הָמָָ֛ ר לָהֵֶ֥ )יא( וַיְסַפֵָּ֨

ר נִשְא֔וֹ עַל־  ת אֲשֶּ֣ ּ֣ לֶךְ֙ וְאֵּ וֹ הַמֶ֙ ר גִדְלֵ֤ ת֩ כׇל־אֲשֶָ֨ וְאֵּ

אמֶר֮ הָמָן֒  ֹֹּ֘ לֶךְ׃ )יב( וַי י הַמֶֶֽ ֵ֥ ים וְעַבְדֵּ ף לאֹ־הַשָרִֵ֖ אַּ֣

ה  לֶךְ אֶל־הַמִשְתֵֶ֥ ר הַמַלְכָָּ֧ה עִם־הַמֶָ֛ יאָה֩ אֶסְתֵָּ֨ בִ֩ הֵּ

הּ  רוּא־לֵָ֖ י קֶָֽ ר אֲנִֵ֥ י וְגַם־לְמָחָָ֛ י אִם־אוֹתִֵ֑ תָה כִּ֣ אֲשֶר־עָשֵָ֖

ת  י בְכׇל־עֵֶּּ֗ ינֵֶ֥נּוּ שֹוֵֶ֖ה לִֵ֑ ה אֵּ לֶךְ׃ )יג( וְכׇל־זֶֶ֕ עִם־הַמֶֶֽ

י הַיְ  כַּ֣ י רֹאֶה֙ אֶת־מׇרְדֳּ ר אֲנִֵ֤ עַר אֲשֶָ֨ ב בְשֵַ֥ ֵ֖ י יוֹשֵּ הוּדִ֔

יו   הֲבֶָּ֗ וֹ וְכׇל־אֶֹֽ רֶש אִשְתַ֜ אמֶר לוֹ֩ זֶָ֨ ֹּ֣ לֶךְ׃ )יד( וַת הַמֶֶֽ

לֶךְ  ר לַמֶֶּ֗ קֶר ׀ אֱמֹּ֣ ים אַמָה֒ וּבַבֹּ֣ הַּ חֲמִשִּ֣ ץ֮ גָבֹּ֣ יֶַֽעֲשוּ־עֵּ

ה   לֶךְ אֶל־הַמִשְתֵֶ֖ א־עִם־הַמֵֶ֥ ֶֹֽ יו וּב כַי֙ עָלָ֔ ת־מׇרְדֳּ וּ אֶֶֽ וְיִתְלֵ֤

 ֵ֑ ץ׃ }ס{ שָמֵּ ֶֽ ן וַיֵַ֥עַש הָעֵּ ֵ֥י הָמֵָ֖ ר לִפְנֵּ ב הַדָבָָ֛  חַ וַיִיטַָּ֧

 

2) Esther 6: 10-14 

“Quick, then!” said the king to Haman. “Get the garb and the horse, as 

you have said, and do this to Mordecai the Jew, who sits in the king’s 

gate. Omit nothing of all you have proposed.”  

So Haman took the garb and the horse and arrayed Mordecai and paraded 

him through the city square; and he proclaimed before him: This is what 

is done for the man whom the king desires to honor!  

Then Mordecai returned to the king’s gate, while Haman hurried home, 

his head covered in mourning.  

There Haman told his wife Zeresh and all his friends everything that had 

befallen him. His advisers and his wife Zeresh said to him, “If Mordecai, 

before whom you have begun to fall, is of Jewish stock, you will not 

overcome him; you will fall before him to your ruin.”  

While they were still speaking with him, the king’s eunuchs arrived and 

hurriedly brought Haman to the banquet that Esther had prepared. 

 יד -:יאסתר ו

וּש וְאֶת־הַסּוּס֙   ח אֶת־הַלְבֵ֤ ר קַּ֣ הֵַּ֠ ן מַַ֠ לֶךְ לְהָמֶָּ֗ אמֶר הַמֶַ֜ ָֹ֨ וַי

ב   ֵ֖ י הַיוֹשֵּ י הַיְהוּדִ֔ כַּ֣ ן֙ לְמׇרְדֳּ ה־כֵּ עֲשֵּ רְתָ וֶַֽ ר דִבַ֔ כַאֲשֶּ֣

רְתָ׃   ר דִבֶַֽ ל אֲשֵֶ֥ ר מִכֵֹ֖ ל דָבָ֔ ּ֣ לֶךְ אַל־תַפֵּ עַר הַמֵֶ֑  בְשַּ֣

י   כֵָ֑ ת־מׇרְדֳּ ש אֶֶֽ ֵ֖ וּש וְאֶת־הַסּ֔וּס וַיַלְבֵּ ח הָמָן֙ אֶת־הַלְבּ֣ וַיִקֵַ֤

ה   כָה יֵּעָשֶּ֣ יו כָָּ֚ א לְפָנָ֔ יר וַיִקְרָּ֣ וֹב הָעִ֔ הוּ֙ בִרְחּ֣ וַיַרְכִיבֵּ֙

וֹ׃   ץ בִיקָרֶֽ ֵ֥ לֶךְ חָפֵּ ר הַמֵֶ֖ יש אֲשֵֶ֥  לָאִ֔

ית֔וֹ   ף אֶל־בֵּ לֶךְ וְהָמָן֙ נִדְחַּ֣ עַר הַמֵֶ֑ י אֶל־שַּ֣ כֵַ֖ וַיֵָ֥שׇב מׇרְדֳּ

אש׃   ֶֹֽ וּי ר ל וַחֲפֵ֥ ֵ֖  אָבֵּ

ר  ת כׇל־אֲשֶּ֣ ֵ֖ יו אֵּ הֲבָ֔ ן לְזֵֶֶ֤֥רֶש אִשְתוֹ֙ וּלְכׇל־אֹּ֣ ר הָמַָ֜ וַיְסַפֵָּ֨

ם מִזֶֶּ֣֥רַע  וֹ אִּ֣ יו וְזֶֶּ֣֥רֶש אִשְתֶּ֗ וֹ חֲכָמַָ֜ אמְרוּ֩ לָ֨ ֹ֩ הוּ וַי קָרֵָ֑

ל לְפָנָיו֙ לאֹ־תוּכַּ֣ל   וֹתָ לִנְפֵֹ֤ י אֲשֶר֩ הַחִלָ֨ כַַ֞ ים מׇרְדֳּ הַיְהוּדִִ֡

וֹ וֹל תִפֵ֖ י־נָפֵ֥ יו׃ ל֔וֹ כִֶֽ  ל לְפָנֶָֽ

לוּ֙   יעוּ וַיַבְהִ֙ לֶךְ הִגִֵ֑ י הַמֵֶ֖ ֵ֥ ים עִמ֔וֹ וְסָרִיסֵּ עוֹדָם֙ מְדַבְרִּ֣

ר׃  ֶֽ ה אֶסְתֵּ ה אֲשֶר־עָשְתֵָ֥ ן אֶל־הַמִשְתֵֶ֖ יא אֶת־הָמָ֔  לְהָבִּ֣

 

3) Esther Rabbah 9:2 

Among all of them, there was no one capable of giving counsel like Zeresh 

his wife. He [Haman] had three hundred and sixty-five advisers, 

corresponding to the days of the solar year. His wife said to him: The person 

[Mordekhai] about whom you are asking, “If he is of the progeny of the 

Jews…you will not prevail against him” (Esther 6:13) – unless you approach 

him with cleverness, with [a strategy] that has never been attempted against 

members of his nation. If you drop him into a fiery furnace, Ḥananya and his 

cohorts have already been rescued [from it]; if [you place him in] the lions’ 

den, Daniel already emerged from it. If you incarcerate him in prison, Joseph 

already emerged from it. If you ignite a fire in a vat beneath him, Menashe 

[king of Judah] already pleaded, and the Holy One blessed be He acceded to 

his plea and he emerged from it. If you exile him to the wilderness, his 

ancestors already procreated in the wilderness, and they were confronted 

with numerous ordeals and passed them all and were rescued. If you blind 

 אסתר רבה ט׳:ב׳ 

צָה כְזֶרֶש אִשְתוֹ,  ת עֵּ וּבְכֻלָם לאֹ הָיוּ יוֹדְעִים לָתֵּ

י   אוֹת וְשִשִים וַחֲמִשָה בַעֲלֵּ שֶהָיוּ לוֹ שְלש מֵּ

צָה, כְמִנְיַן יְמוֹת הַחַמָה, אָמְרָה לוֹ אִשְתוֹ אָדָם  עֵּ

ל עָלָיו אִם מִזֶרַע הַיְהוּדִים הוּא,   זֶה שֶאַתָה שוֹאֵּ

ל לוֹ, אִם לאֹ תָבוֹא עָלָיו בְחָכְמָה בַמֶה  לאֹ תוּכַ 

שֶלאֹ נִסָּה אֶחָד מִבְנֵּי אֻמָתוֹ, שֶאִם תַפִילוֹ 

רָיו. וְאִם   ש, כְבָר הֻצְלוּ חֲנַנְיָה וַחֲבֵּ לְכִבְשַן הָאֵּ

לְגֹב אֲרָיוֹת, כְבָר עָלָה דָנִיֵּאל מִתוֹכוֹ. וְאִם 

ית הָאֲסוּרִ  הוּ בְבֵּ ף תַאַסְרֵּ ים, כְבָר יָצָא יוֹסֵּ

י תַסִיק תַחְתָיו, כְבָר הִתְחַנֵּּן  מִתוֹכוֹ. וְאִם בְמוּלֵּ

מְנַשֶה וְנֶעְתַר לוֹ הַקָדוֹש בָרוּךְ הוּא וְנָפַק  

מִינֵּּיהּ. וְאִם בְמַדְבְרָא תַגְלוּנֵּיהּ, כְבָר פָרוּ וְרָבוּ  

וֹת נִתְנַסּוּ וּבְכֻלָן אֲבוֹתָיו בַמִדְבָר, וְכַמָה נִסְיוֹנ 

י שִמְשוֹן   ינָיו תְעַוֵּּר הֲרֵּ עָמְדוּ וְנִצְלוּ. וְאִם עֵּ
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his eyes, Samson took numerous Philistine lives when he was blind. Rather, 

hang him on a gibbet, as no member of his people has survived it. 

Immediately, “the matter was pleasing to Haman and he prepared the gibbet” 

(Esther 5:14). 

יר.  י כַד עֲוֵּ דִקְטַל כַמָה וְכַמָה נַפְשָתָא מִפְלִשְתָאֵּ

יהּ עַל צְלִיבָא, דְלָא אַשְכְחִינַן חַד  אֶלָא צְלוֹב יָתֵּ

מִן עַמוֹי דְאִשְתְזֵּיב מִנֵּּיהּ, מִיָד וַיִיטַב הַדָבָר  

ץ   לִפְנֵּי הָמָן וַיַעַש הָעֵּ

 

4) Targum Rishon to Esther 5:10 (500-700 CE) 

And Haman hurried and went to his house, and he sent and called for his 

friends and Zeresh his wicked wife, the daughter of Tattenai, governor 

of the region beyond the river. 

 תרגום אסתר ה׳:י׳ 

יהּ וּשְדַר וּקְרָא יַת רְחִימוֹי   יתֵּ וְאִזְדְרִיז הָמָן וְעַל לְבֵּ

בֶר  יהּ בְרַת תַתְנַי פַחַת עֵּ וְיַת זֶרֶש רַשִיעֲתָא אִנְתְתֵּ

 :נַהֲרָא

 

5) Ezra 5:3-5 

(3) At once Tattenai, governor of the province of Beyond the River, 

Shethar-bozenai, and their colleagues descended upon them and said this 

to them, “Who issued orders to you to rebuild this house and complete its 

furnishing?” (4) Then we said to them, “What are the names of the men 

who are engaged in the building?” (5) But God watched over the elders 

of the Jews and they were not stopped while a report went to Darius and 

a letter was sent back in reply to it. 

 ה׳ -עזרא ה׳:ג׳

ה  ר־נַהֲרָָ֛ ת עֲבֶַֽ תְנַי פַחַָּ֧ וֹן תַַ֠ יהַ֜ א עֲלֵּ הּ־זִמְנָא֩ אֲתָָ֨ )ג( בֵּ

ם  ם לְכַֹ֜ ם מַן־שָָ֨ ין לְהֹ֔ ן֙ אָמְרִּ֣ וֹן וְכֵּ ר בוֹזְנֵַ֖י וּכְנָוָתְהֵ֑ וּשְתֵַ֥

ה׃ )ס(  א וְאֻשַרְנֵָ֥א דְנֵָ֖ה לְשַכְלָלֶָֽ א דְנָה֙ לִבְנֵּ֔ ם בַיְתֵָ֤ טְעֵֶּּ֗

רְנָ  ֵ֖מָא אֲמַּ֣ יִן כְנֵּ א  )ד( אֱדֵַ֥ ת גֻבְרַיָ֔ ם מַן־אִנּוּן֙ שְמָהָּ֣ א לְהֵֹ֑

י  ּ֣ ם הֲוָת֙ עַל־שָבֵּ ין אֱלָהֲהֶֹּ֗ ּ֣ ֶ֥יִן׃ )ה( וְעֵּ י־דְנֵָ֥ה בִנְיָנֵָ֖א בָנֶַֽ דִֶֽ

ךְ  א לְדָרְיֶָּ֣֥וֶש יְהֵָ֑ לוּ הִמ֔וֹ עַד־טַעְמֵָ֖ א וְלָא־בַטִּ֣ יְהוּדָיֵּ֔

ה׃ )פ(  וּן נִשְתְוָנֵָ֖א עַל־דְנֶָֽ יִן יְתִיבֵ֥  וֶאֱדַָ֛

 

6) Pirkei Derebbe Eliezer 50  

Zeresh his wife and all his astrologers said to him: Have you not heard 

what was done unto Pharaoh? As it is said, "And Zeresh his wife said 

unto him, If Mordecai, before whom thou hast begun to fall, be of the 

seed of the Jews, thou shalt not prevail against him" (Esth. 6:13). 

 פרקי דרבי אליעזר נ

אָמְרָה לוֹ זֶרֶש אִשְתוֹ וְכָל אִסְטְרוֹגוֹלִין שֶלוֹ: שָמַעְתָ  

מַה עָשוּ לְפַרְעֹה בְמִצְרַיִם? ״אִם מִזֶרַע הַיְהוּדִים  

לאֹ תוּכַל לוֹ, כִי   –מָרְדֳּכַי אֲשֶר הַחִלוֹתָ לִנְפֹל לְפָנָיו 

 נָפוֹל תִפוֹל לְפָנָיו״.  

 

7) Vashti: Feminist or Foe? By Tzvi Sinensky - March 6, 2019 

https://thelehrhaus.com/scholarship/vashti-feminist-or-foe/ 

Perhaps even more surprising than the rabbinic portrayal of Vashti is the extent to which their depiction of Zeresh, 

Haman’s wife, echoes that of Vashti. As in the case of Vashti, Hazal view Zeresh as wicked. Esther 

Rabbah (10:9) records in the name of Rav that “one is required to say cursed is Haman, cursed are his sons, cursed 

is Zeresh his wife. As it states, and the name of the wicked shall rot.” This is echoed by the hymn “Shoshanat 

Yaakov,” in which we declare that “Cursed is Zeresh, wife of the one who inflicted fear.” Targum 

Yerushalmi (to Esther 10:5) bluntly calls Zeresh Haman’s “wicked wife,” identifying her as the daughter of Tatnai 

the governor, who questions the Jews’ right to rebuild the Temple (see Ezra 5:3). Just as Zeresh’s father stalls the 

rebuilding efforts, Vashti is similarly credited by the rabbis with having discouraged Ahashveirosh from permitting 

the resumption of the Temple’s reconstruction. 

Despite the rabbis’ vilification of Zeresh, the Megillah itself attributes to Zeresh a significant degree of insight. The 

text records that Zeresh and Haman’s friends recommend that he build a gallows on which to hang Mordekhai 

(Esther 5:14). Later, Haman’s “advisors and his wife Zeresh said to him, ‘If Mordecai, before whom you have begun 

to fall, is of Jewish stock, you will not overcome him; you will fall before him to your ruin’” (Esther 6:13). In both 

cases, Zeresh and the friends’ or advisors’ counsel is decisive.Building on the text but taking a dramatic step further, 

the Midrash maintains that Zeresh’s insight exceeds that of all Haman’s advisors… 

A striking resemblance emerges in the midrashic accounting of Vashti and Zeresh’s stories: both are wicked 

individuals descended from hateful ancestors, yet they easily surpass their husbands’ intelligence. Both are accursed, 

for they used their intelligence to ignoble ends. Yet this does not stop the Rabbis from seeing the sheer intelligence 

possessed by both and comparing them favorably with their husbands, and, explicitly for Zeresh and implicitly for 

Vashti, all of his male advisors. What is more, the parallel to Zeresh suggests that the women’s intelligence is not 

merely set in contrast to their husband’s imbecility – Haman, all indications suggest, was anything but unintelligent 

– but is significant in its own respect. 
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