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Winter Series — Supporting Actors — Zeresh, Haman’s Wife

1) Esther 5:9-14

(9) That day Haman went out happy and lighthearted. But when Haman
saw Mordecai in the palace gate, and Mordecai did not rise or even stir
on his account, Haman was filled with rage at him. (10) Nevertheless,
Haman controlled himself and went home. He sent for his friends and his
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wife Zeresh, (11) and Haman told them about his great wealth and his
many sons, and all about how the king had promoted him and advanced
him above the officials and the king’s courtiers. (12) “What is more,”
said Haman, “Queen Esther gave a feast, and besides the king she did not
have anyone but me. And tomorrow too I am invited by her along with
the king. (13) Yet all this means nothing to me every time I see that Jew
Mordecai sitting in the palace gate.” (14) Then his wife Zeresh and all his
friends said to him, “Let a stake be put up, fifty cubits high, and in the
morning ask the king to have Mordecai impaled on it. Then you can go
gaily with the king to the feast.” The proposal pleased Haman, and he
had the stake put up.
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2) Esther 6: 10-14

“Quick, then!” said the king to Haman. “Get the garb and the horse, as
you have said, and do this to Mordecai the Jew, who sits in the king’s
gate. Omit nothing of all you have proposed.”

So Haman took the garb and the horse and arrayed Mordecai and paraded
him through the city square; and he proclaimed before him: This is what
is done for the man whom the king desires to honor!

Then Mordecai returned to the king’s gate, while Haman hurried home,
his head covered in mourning.

There Haman told his wife Zeresh and all his friends everything that had
befallen him. His advisers and his wife Zeresh said to him, “If Mordecai,
before whom you have begun to fall, is of Jewish stock, you will not
overcome him; you will fall before him to your ruin.”

While they were still speaking with him, the king’s eunuchs arrived and
hurriedly brought Haman to the banquet that Esther had prepared.
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3) Esther Rabbah 9:2

Among all of them, there was no one capable of giving counsel like Zeresh
his wife. He [Haman] had three hundred and sixty-five advisers,
corresponding to the days of the solar year. His wife said to him: The person
[Mordekhai] about whom you are asking, “If he is of the progeny of the
Jews...you will not prevail against him” (Esther 6:13) — unless you approach
him with cleverness, with [a strategy] that has never been attempted against
members of his nation. If you drop him into a fiery furnace, Hananya and his
cohorts have already been rescued [from it]; if [you place him in] the lions’
den, Daniel already emerged from it. If you incarcerate him in prison, Joseph
already emerged from it. If you ignite a fire in a vat beneath him, Menashe
[king of Judah] already pleaded, and the Holy One blessed be He acceded to
his plea and he emerged from it. If you exile him to the wilderness, his
ancestors already procreated in the wilderness, and they were confronted
with numerous ordeals and passed them all and were rescued. If you blind
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his eyes, Samson took numerous Philistine lives when he was blind. Rather,

hang him on a gibbet, as no member of his people has survived it.

Immediately, “the matter was pleasing to Haman and he prepared the gibbet”

(Esther 5:14).

W T2 ONDWRIN ROYDI 2] 2 YUpT
0 PTIWR RPT ,RPDR 9 02 2198 RN
D270 2071 TR LI IAYRT ViRY 10
Yyg Ly g 019o

4) Targum Rishon to Esther 5:10 (500-700 CE)

And Haman hurried and went to his house, and he sent and called for his
friends and Zeresh his wicked wife, the daughter of Tattenai, governor
of the region beyond the river.
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S) Ezra 5:3-5

(3) At once Tattenai, governor of the province of Beyond the River,
Shethar-bozenai, and their colleagues descended upon them and said this
to them, “Who issued orders to you to rebuild this house and complete its
furnishing?” (4) Then we said to them, “What are the names of the men
who are engaged in the building?” (5) But God watched over the elders
of the Jews and they were not stopped while a report went to Darius and
a letter was sent back in reply to it.
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6) Pirkei Derebbe Eliezer 50

Zeresh his wife and all his astrologers said to him: Have you not heard
what was done unto Pharaoh? As it is said, "And Zeresh his wife said
unto him, If Mordecai, before whom thou hast begun to fall, be of the
seed of the Jews, thou shalt not prevail against him" (Esth. 6:13).
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7) Vashti: Feminist or Foe? By Tzvi Sinensky - March 6, 2019
https://thelehrhaus.com/scholarship/vashti-feminist-or-foe/

Perhaps even more surprising than the rabbinic portrayal of Vashti is the extent to which their depiction of Zeresh,
Haman’s wife, echoes that of Vashti. As in the case of Vashti, Hazal view Zeresh as wicked. Esther

Rabbah (10:9) records in the name of Rav that “one is required to say cursed is Haman, cursed are his sons, cursed
is Zeresh his wife. As it states, and the name of the wicked shall rot.”” This is echoed by the hymn “Shoshanat
Yaakov,” in which we declare that “Cursed is Zeresh, wife of the one who inflicted fear.” Targum

Yerushalmi (to Esther 10:5) bluntly calls Zeresh Haman’s “wicked wife,” identifying her as the daughter of Tatnai
the governor, who questions the Jews’ right to rebuild the Temple (see Ezra 5:3). Just as Zeresh’s father stalls the
rebuilding efforts, Vashti is similarly credited by the rabbis with having discouraged Ahashveirosh from permitting

the resumption of the Temple’s reconstruction.

Despite the rabbis’ vilification of Zeresh, the Megillah itself attributes to Zeresh a significant degree of insight. The
text records that Zeresh and Haman’s friends recommend that he build a gallows on which to hang Mordekhai
(Esther 5:14). Later, Haman’s “advisors and his wife Zeresh said to him, ‘If Mordecai, before whom you have begun
to fall, is of Jewish stock, you will not overcome him; you will fall before him to your ruin’” (Esther 6:13). In both
cases, Zeresh and the friends’ or advisors’ counsel is decisive.Building on the text but taking a dramatic step further,
the Midrash maintains that Zeresh’s insight exceeds that of all Haman’s advisors...

A striking resemblance emerges in the midrashic accounting of Vashti and Zeresh’s stories: both are wicked
individuals descended from hateful ancestors, yet they easily surpass their husbands’ intelligence. Both are accursed,
for they used their intelligence to ignoble ends. Yet this does not stop the Rabbis from seeing the sheer intelligence
possessed by both and comparing them favorably with their husbands, and, explicitly for Zeresh and implicitly for
Vashti, all of his male advisors. What is more, the parallel to Zeresh suggests that the women’s intelligence is not
merely set in contrast to their husband’s imbecility — Haman, all indications suggest, was anything but unintelligent

— but is significant in its own respect.
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