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Fall Series — Session Twelve — The Miraculous Relationship Between Humans and Nature

1)Exodus 15: 1-3, 20-21

1) Then Moses and the Israelites sang this song to God. They said: |
will sing to God, for God has triumphed gloriously; Horse and driver
have drowned in the sea.

2) The Lord is my strength and might; God has become my
deliverance. This is my God and | will enshrine God; The God of my
parent, and | will exalt God.

3) God the Warrior—'n is God’s name!

20)Then Miriam the prophetess, Aaron’s sister, took a timbrel in her
hand, and all the women went out after her in dance with timbrels.
21) And Miriam chanted for them: Sing to the Lord, for God has
triumphed gloriously; Horse and driver God has hurled into the sea.
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2) Mekhilta DeRabbi Yishmael, Tractate Shirah 10:16-17

"a timbrel in her hand": From where did they have timbrels and
dance (instruments) in the desert? Being righteous and
knowing for certain that the Holy Blessed One would perform
miracles and mighty acts for them when they left Egypt, they
prepared timbrels and (dance) instruments for themselves.
(Ibid. 21)

"And Miriam answered to them: Sing to the God, for God is
exalted (over all the) exalted: horse and its rider God cast into
the sea": Scripture teaches us that just as Moses chanted the
song to the men, so did Miriam chant song to the women
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3) Malbim, Exodus 15:21 o"raon
(Meir Leibush ben Yehiel Michel Wisser, 1809-1879), YINN ON. B2 01 WM
And Miriam answered them: They (the wormen) said that all this was in their Ny 'ow

merit, and that is why they sang apart, because they had a part in bringing

about these miracles.
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4) Chasam Sofer, Exodus 15:21

( Rabbi Moshe Sofer, Pressberg, 1762-1839)

And Miriam answered them: "Sing to the Lord, for God has
triumphed gloriously; horse and rider God has thrown into the
sea.”

One may ask: Why did Miriam sing only about the downfall of
the Egyptians—"horse and rider He has thrown into the sea"—
and not also about the salvation of Israel, as Moses and the
Children of Israel said: "In Your lovingkindness You led the
people You redeemed..."? After all, the main miracle was
done for them (the Israelites), and there are several
explanations for this.

A "miracle" is worthy of being called such when God
overrides nature and the heavenly order. It is known that
nature is subservient to the Torah, and God made a
condition at the time of Creation that the world would

exist on the condition that Israel would accept the Torah;

if not, the world would return to chaos and void. For the
sake of the Torah, which is called "the beginning," the

world was created, and the nature of the world is
subservient to the Torah. Therefore, the greater the merit

of the righteous, the more nature is subjugated to change
for their needs and benefit. Consequently, the miracle

itself becomes less "miraculous," as it is almost a

necessity of nature. The smaller the merit, the greater the
miracle appears in its essence.

Here, since it was in the merit of righteous women that the
Israelites were redeemed, and their merit was so great that
we were redeemed because of them, for the women, the
salvation and redemption were less of a miracle and more
of a natural necessity for them. Therefore, they did not have
as much of an obligation to sing praise (for the miracle).
However, although their merit was great and we were
redeemed from Egypt because of them, when the women
saw with their own eyes the downfall of their enemies—the
drowning of the Egyptians in the Sea of Reeds—this was
something for which they saw fit to sing praise.
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5) Babylonian Talmud Tracate Shabbat 88a

Reish Lakish said: What is the meaning of that which is written: “And there
was evening and there was morning, the sixth day” (Genesis 1:31)? Why

do | require the superfluous letter heh, the definite article?

It teaches that the Holy Blessed One, established a condition with the act
of Creation, and said to them: If Israel accepts the Torah on the sixth (day
of Sivan — Shavuot), you will exist; and if they do not accept it, | will return
you to Tohu VaVohu (the primordial state of chaos and disorder).
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