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I. Tu B’Shvat  
 

1) The Overstory, Richard Powers, pp. 130 
You and the tree in your backyard come from a common ancestor. A billion and a half years ago, the 
two of you parted ways. But even now, after an immense journey in separate directions, that tree and 
you still share a quarter of your genes. . . .” 

 

2) Psalms 92:13 
A righteous person will bloom like a date-palm; 
they thrive like a cedar in Lebanon; 

 תהילים צ״ב:י״ג
ה׃  שְגֶֶּֽ וֹן יִּ נָ֣ לְבָּ רֶז בַּ ח כְאֶֶ֖ ָ֑ פְרָּ ר יִּ ָ֣ מָּ תָּ יק כַּ דִּ  צַַּ֭

Questions for reflection:  
• Why do you think a righteous person is compared to a tree?  

• What does this text teach you about trees? About human beings?  
 

3) Bamidbar Rabbah 3:1 
A righteous person will bloom like a date palm.  
No part of the date palm is wasted: Its dates are eaten; its young 
branches are used for ritual blessing [of the lulav on sukkot]; its 
fronds cover the Sukkah; its fibers are used to make ropes; its leaves 
are used for sieves; its planed trunks are used for roof beams.  
So too there are none who we should regard as unwanted in the 
people of Israel: Some are versed in the Bible; others know Mishnah; 
some are masters of aggadah [storytelling]; others do good deeds; 
still others do acts of justice and kindness.  

 במדבר רבה ג:א 
   -צדיק כתמר יפרח 

הּ פְסוֹלֶת   ה זוֹ אֵין בָּ רָּ ה תְמָּ חֵר, מַּ ר אַּ בָּ דָּ
לוּל,   ין לְהִּ בִּ ה, לוּלָּ ילָּ אֲכִּ ים לַּ רִּ א תְמָּ אֶלָּ

ים   נִּ נְסַּ ים, סַּ לִּ חֲבָּ ים לַּ יבִּ כוּךְ, סִּ יוֹת לְסִּ חֲרָּ
הֶן אֶת   רוֹת בָּ ת קוֹרוֹת לְקָּ פְעַּ ה, שִּ רָּ כְבָּ לַּ

ת.   יִּ בַּ  הַּ
 

א   הֶם פְסֹלֶת אֶלָּ אֵל אֵין בָּ שְרָּ ךְ הֵם יִּ כָּ
שְנָּה,   עֲלֵי מִּ א, מֵהֶם בַּ קְרָּ עֲלֵי מִּ מֵהֶם בַּ
צְווֹת,   עֲלֵי מִּ ה, מֵהֶם בַּ דָּ גָּ עֲלֵי אַּ מֵהֶם בַּ

קוֹת עֲלֵי צְדָּ  . מֵהֶם בַּ
Questions for reflection:  

• How does this text understand why the verse in Psalms compares the righteous 
to a tree?  

• How is this text using the metaphor of a date tree to teach an important lesson 
about community? What does it teach us about the use of the word “righteous”? 

 
And – an amazing resource on Tu B’shvat from our friends at Pardes –  
https://elmad.pardes.org/holidays/tu-bshvat/2025/02/the-many-authentic-facelifts-of-
tu-bshvat/ 
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