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Choosing and Using Primary Texts Webinar
Session One —

1) Breishit (Creation) Shemtov Ben Shlomo (Contemporary)

Questions for Reflection:
e What does this work of art teach your about Shabbat?
e How is Text being used in this work?
e When and how would you use this with your students?

2) Genesis 2:1-3 ] 2-N:3 sjw;n:

[ i $DONAXID) NIND) D2DYD 1207
1) The heaven and the earth were finished, and all their array. . oo 59T i brron 53
2) On the seventh day God finished the work that God had been doing, 51 542U DRI TEYN NPY TN
and God ceased on the seventh day from all the work that God had _ ‘7Y N IHINDD
done. ¥1221°390 DTN DTN TN
3) And God blessed the seventh day and declared it holy—having v m?N?’?'???? ﬂbél\?:%b’? NN
ceased on it from all the work of creation that God had done. (MYY2 DN NJ

Questions for Reflection:

e What words or ideas do you notice here? What does this text make you wonder
about?

e What does this text teach you about Shabbat?
e Would you use this text with your students? If so, when and how?
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3) Exodus 31:16 — 17 i} _ D —10: N MY
The Israelite people shall keep the sabbath, observing the sabbath nwwyb;;?;);?;%;g;\_\’r); gi\;ln;ﬁ
fthroughout the ages as a covenant for all time: . D95 NoD DK DRY? 22 P21 23
it shall be a sign for all time between Me and the people of Israel. Forin | opynnxnin nwy 0 nyys
six days God made heaven and earth, and on the seventh day [God] 1VU9P1 N2V OYAWD DY NIND TN

ceased from work and was refreshed.

Questions for Reflection:
e What words or ideas do you notice here? What does this text make you wonder
about?
e What does this text teach you about Shabbat that is different from source #2?
e Would you use this text with your students? If so, when and how?

4) Babylonian Talmud Tractate Baitza 16a (C 550 C.E.) 1V 97 N¥’3 NION Y733 NN
As Rabbi Shimon ben Lakish said: The Holy Blessed One gives a person & iy
an additional soul on Shabbat eve, and at the conclusion of Shabbat ”Dw;;ﬁ\”’?:;t}]r”j’i‘” ;::;‘ :“_’?’2‘;
removes it from him, as it is stated: “He ceased from work and was m\v‘ »Lmbw n‘n'\v]nw ’mzu
refreshed [vayinafash]” (Exodus 31:17). Since he ceased from work, (and Y oY 13;3>n AP YO0
now Shabbat has concluded and his additional soul is removed from '

) . ) M) MAVY 11, WAy Nav+ NY
him), woe [vai] for the soul [nefesh] that is lost. )
. WO NTAN

Questions for Reflection:
e What does this text teach you about Shabbat?
e What does it teach you about the human experience of Shabbat?
e Would you use this text with your students? If so, when and how?

5) Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel, The Sabbath (Modern)

One of the most distinguished words in the Bible is the word kadosh, holy; a word which more than any
other is representative of the mystery and majesty of the divine. Now what was the first holy object in
the history of the world? Was it a mountain? Was it an altar?

Itis, indeed, a unique occasion at which the distinguished word kadosh is used for the first time: in the
Book of Genesis at the end of the story of creation. How extremely significant is the fact that it is
applied to time: “And God blessed the seventh day and made it holy.”

Questions for Reflection:
e What does this text teach you about the uniqueness of Shabbat?
e Would you use this text with your students? If so, when and how?




