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Fall Series — Session Five — Re-Digging the Wels

1) Genesis Chapter 26: 1- 6, 12-23

There was a famine in the land—aside from the previous
famine that had occurred in the days of Abraham—and Isaac
went to Abimelech, king of the Philistines, in Gerar.

God had appeared to him and said, “Do not go down to Egypt;
stay in the land which | point out to you.

Reside in this land, and | will be with you and bless you; | will
assign all these lands to you and to your heirs, fulfilling the
oath that | swore to your father Abraham. | will make your heirs
as numerous as the stars of heaven, and assign to your heirs
all these lands, so that all the nations of the earth shall bless
themselves by your heirs— inasmuch as Abraham obeyed Me
and kept My charge: My commandments, My laws, and My
teachings.”

So Isaac stayed in Gerar...

Isaac sowed in that land and reaped a hundredfold the same
year. God blessed him, and the man grew richer and richer until
he was very wealthy: he acquired flocks and herds, and a large
household, so that the Philistines envied him.

And the Philistines stopped up all the wells which his father’s
servants had dug in the days of his father Abraham, filling them
with earth.

And Abimelech said to Isaac, “Go away from us, for you have
become far too big for us.”

So Isaac departed from there and encamped in the wadi of
Gerar, where he settled.

Isaac dug anew the wells which had been dug in the days of
his father Abraham and which the Philistines had stopped up
after Abraham’s death; and he gave them the same names
that his father had given them.

But when Isaac’s servants, digging in the wadi, found there a
well of spring water,

the herdsmen of Gerar quarreled with Isaac’s herdsmen,
saying, “The water is ours.” He named that well Esek, because
they contended with him.

And when they dug another well, they disputed over that one
also; so he named it Sitnah.

He moved from there and dug yet another well, and they did
not quarrel over it; so he called it Rehoboth, saying, “Now at
last God has granted us ample space to increase in the land.”
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2) The Differences Between Avraham and Yitzchak, Rav Amnon Bazak

https://www.etzion.orq.il/en/tanakh/torah/sefer-bereishit/parashat-toldot/toldot-2-differences-

between-avraham-and-yitzchak

Yitzchak is often portrayed as an exact parallel to Avraham. This idea seems to be reflected in the

following excerpt from the Midrash ha-Gadol (Bereishit 26:1):

"Note that all that happened to Avraham, happened [also] to Yitzchak. Avraham had to leave his place,
and [likewise] Yitzchak had to leave. The identity of Avraham's wife was questioned, and likewise the
identity of Yitzchak's wife. The Philistines were jealous of Avraham, and likewise of Yitzchak. Avraham
eventually had a son, and Yitzchak also eventually had children. Avraham had a righteous son and a
wicked son, and likewise Yitzchak. In Avraham's time there was a famine, and likewise in the time of

Yitzchak, as it is written: 'There was a famine in the land."

On the basis of these similarities, many have concluded that Yitzchak had nothing new to offer the
world. His greatness lay chiefly in his ability to preserve and secure the way of his father, Avraham.

In this shiur, | shall posit quite the opposite: every point of comparison between Avraham and Yitzchak
serves only to accentuate the differences between them. These differences demonstrate that Yitzchak
repaired and completed the actions of his father, and as a result attained certain ends that Avraham

himself had not merited to attain...

Avraham our forefather paved the way. His ceaseless moving — from the first "Lekh lekha," sending
him to Israel, to the last, sending him to Moriah - created a completely new path in the world. But — as
in any new road — there is room for repair and completion of deficiencies, without which no new
beginning could ever exist. This is the job of the continuer of the way — Yitzchak. With determination
and conscientiousness, Yitzchak strengthens the connection with the promised land and deals with the
corrupt inhabitants of the land. With great faith he addresses his wife's barrenness and also manages

to influence even the evil ways of his son, Esav.

3) Sefat Emet, Toldot, 5636

“And all the wells that his father’s servants had dug, etc., the
Philistines stopped them up, etc., and Isaac returned and dug, etc.”
It is taught: “We only call three ‘Patriarchs”—meaning Abraham,
Isaac, and Jacob. The question arises: if so, why not just follow the
first and call only Abraham a Patriarch? The reason is that every
righteous person has merit through their ancestors, but the three
Patriarchs—each one is worthy in his own right. As it says in the
Midrash on the verse “And | will remember My covenant with
Jacob, etc.”: each one is worthy on his own.

Corresponding to this, the verse teaches here that all the spiritual
illuminations that his father attained were later blocked, and Isaac
had to dig and clarify the straight path for himself. This is also what
is meant by “There was a famine in the land besides the first
famine, etc.” The Midrash says there are ten famines in the world,
meaning there are ten attributes corresponding to the ten
utterances of creation, which the righteous must fulfill. As it says in
Avot: “In order to give good reward to the righteous, etc.” Abraham
our father, peace be upon him, rectified the attribute of kindness
and love and fixed the famine that was in his days. Afterwards,
there was another famine, etc., and similarly with Jacob, etc.
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The truth is that after every rectification, a new concealment arises.
This is also what is meant by “One nation shall be stronger than the
other”"—as our sages said: “Whoever is greater than his fellow, his
evil inclination is greater than his.” The more a person rectifies
himself, the more the power of the evil inclination and the ‘other
side’ increases against him. Through this, he gains more strength
to overcome it and is elevated further. This process continues, level
after level—understand this well. Similarly, if Abraham'’s path had
not been concealed, there would have been no need to seek a new
path afterwards. Therefore, “there was a famine, etc.,” and Isaac
had to seek for himself the path of awe and strength.

[And it is written: “Do not go down to Egypt,” because the deeds of
the fathers benefit the children so that they do not have to do
everything themselves. That is, Abraham went down to Egypt, and
the Zohar explains that he had to enter and rectify all the
dangerous places to nullify the famine that came from the ‘other
side.' Isaac was prepared for this, but was told, “Do not go down,
etc.,” because the preparation was sufficient. Thus, it says,
“choosing their ways, etc.,” meaning that since he is prepared to
follow his fathers’ deeds, he does not need to do it in actuality—
only Abraham, as the first rectifier, had to be tested with ten actual
trials. Thus it says, “because Abraham listened to My voice, etc.”
Therefore, there was no need to go down to Egypt in actuality, as
explained above.]

Similarly, in every individual, one must rectify all ten levels
mentioned above. Certainly, Abraham was truly God-fearing, as it
says, “Now | know that you are God-fearing.” The fact that his trait
was kindness and love means that through love he came to awe,
and Isaac, through awe, came to love. But all the traits are included
within each other. Thus it says, “Isaac, son of Abraham, etc.” And so
Ramban writes: in worldly matters, love and awe contradict each
other, for if one loves, awe does not apply. But in serving God, love
and awe unite, for true love brings to awe, and true awe brings to
love, as explained above.
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