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Fall Series — Session Four — Arguing with God, Finding Ourselves

1) Professor Elie Wiesel, Words from a Witness, p. 48

One day a Tzadik came to Sodom; He knew what Sodom was, so he came to save it from sin, from
destruction. He preached to the people. "Please do not be murderers, do not be thieves. Do not be
silent and do not be indifferent." He went on preaching day after day, maybe even picketing. But no one
listened. He was not discouraged. He went on preaching for years. Finally someone asked him, "Rabbi,
why do you do that? Don't you see it is no use?" He said, "l know it is of no use, but | must. And | will
tell you why: in the beginning | thought | had to protest and to shout in order to change them .1 have
given up this hope. Now | know | must picket and scream and shout so that they should not change

me”

2) Genesis 18:16 - 33

16) The men set out from there and looked down toward
Sodom, Abraham walking with them to see them off.

17) Now the LORD had said, “Shall | hide from Abraham what |
am about to do,

18) since Abraham is to become a great and populous nation
and all the nations of the earth are to bless themselves by him?
19) For | have singled him out, that he may instruct his children
and his posterity to keep the way of the LORD by doing what is
just and right, in order that the LORD may bring about for
Abraham what God has promised him.”

20) Then the LORD said, “The outrage of Sodom and Gomorrah
is so great, and their sin so grave!

21) I will go down to see whether they have acted altogether
according to the outcry that has reached Me; if not, | will take
note.”

22) The men went on from there to Sodom, while Abraham
remained standing before the LORD.

23) Abraham came forward and said, “Will You sweep away the
innocent along with the guilty?

24) What if there should be fifty innocent within the city; will You
then wipe out the place and not forgive it for the sake of the
innocent fifty who are in it?

25) Far be it from You to do such a thing, to bring death upon the
innocent as well as the guilty, so that innocent and guilty fare
alike. Far be it from You! Shall not the Judge of all the earth act
justly?”

26) And the LORD answered, “If | find within the city of Sodom
fifty innocent ones, | will forgive the whole place for their sake.”
27) Abraham spoke up, saying, “Here | venture to speak to my
Lord, | who am but dust and ashes:

28) What if the fifty innocents should lack five? Will You destroy
the whole city for want of the five?” And God answered, “I will
not destroy if | find forty-five there.” 29) But he spoke to God
again, and said, “What if forty should be found there?” And God
answered, “l will not do it, for the sake of the forty.”
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30) And he said, “Let not my Lord be angry if | go on: What if AN NATRI ITRZ 0L RITIR MNT 7
thirty should be found there?” And God answered, “l will not do “DX QWYX N7 NN D'Y7¢ DY IRy
it if 1 find thirty there.” 07 DY KYNX
31) And he said, “I venture again to speak to my Lord: What if TTRTIN 12T IMIRIN KITNAN NG K7
twenty should be found there?” And God answered, “l will not N'OYK X9 N DMWY DY [IRYR! 12N
destroy, for the sake of the twenty.” . 10”'1‘411.!@ Ml
32) And he said, “Let not my Lord be angry if | speak but this TIN MATHI TN N N7 QN7
last time: What if ten should be found there?” And God X7 N NQWY DY [RYA! 21X DYOD
answered, “l will not destroy, for the sake of the ten.” A1IPY 1YL NTNYX
33) When the LORD had finished speaking to Abraham, God DRIXT7X 3T7 n'Dwno nin: 7127
parted; and Abraham returned to his place. PR 2y DPIIN)
3) Midrash Rabbah Genesis 49:9 V:UN NI N'YNI
R. Levi commented: Shall not the judge of all the earth act justly? | 72 vo¢i ("> ,N' N'UKXII) 17 "2 DX
(Genesis 18:25) ,09UN NYY!' X7 YIXD
[Abraham said:] If You desire the world to endure, there can be NAX [T ORI ['T 'Y Uiz2n NDX DYIY DX
no Din (strict judgment), while if You desire Din the world cannot | "IN X730 0'9N AKX ,07IY N'7 Upan
endure, yet You would hold the cord by both ends, desiring both JNTT W KDY WA 'YK
the world and absolute judgment! Unless You let go a little, the | 7'2! XR7Y N'7,7D2¥ NI DX N7 DX
world cannot endure! DDA NN AN UITED 170K 01K
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Said the Holy Blessed One to Abraham: ‘You have loved
righteousness’ (Psalms 45:8): you have loved to justify My
creatures; ‘and hated wickedness’: you have refused to condemn
them. ‘Therefore God, your God, has anointed you with the oil of
gladness above your fellows.’

From Noah to you there were ten generations, and out of all of
them | you are the only one | spoke to as it says “And The LORD
said to Abram, ‘Lech Lecha - Go forth”

4) The Righteous with the Wicked, Rabbi Avital Hochstein,
https://www.hadar.org/torah-tefillah/resources/righteous-wicked

What all of Avraham’s arguments share is that their focus is not Sodom—it is God. Avraham turns the
spotlight on God's decision, God’s conduct, and their consequences. In a sense, Avraham asks God to
turn God’s gaze inward—to look at Himself—and, in doing so, to see that there is reason to reconsider
Sodom'’s fate.

Avraham is, in effect, asking God: Do You wish to govern Your world in such a way that the righteous
perish with the wicked, rendering free will and moral choice meaningless? Do You want to allow
wickedness and the wicked to dictate Your actions? Do You wish to act out of anger—a force that
blinds from seeing justice? Do You wish to remain a neutral judge, or to engage in the world and tip the
scales toward the righteous?

Avraham's essential demand is that, when faced with evil, we must not forget to turn the spotlight on
ourselves—lest we allow wickedness and the wicked to dictate our behavior. His fourfold call, then, is
this: in the face of great evil, search for the good that surely exists, do not let anger rule, do not let
wickedness define your actions, and have the courage to draw near—to join with the righteous who are
surely there.
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5) Rabbi Samson Raphael Hirch, Genesis 18:28 - 33

In any case, Abraham was granted, by God's grace, understanding
of the ways of divine providence; and his descendants were also
privileged to know and recognize the duty and importance of the
minority within the majority. They are destined to wander as a
minority among all nations for thousands of years. And even
among themselves, many times—in the past and also in the
present—the good was the lot of only a minority.

Even if there had been only ten righteous people in Sodom and
Gomorrah, God would not have despaired of the wicked and
sinners. Out of hope for a better future, God would have spared
the entire community for the sake of that future. But where God
does not lose hope, a person must also muster courage and
remain confident, doing their part to stand in the breach for the
ultimate victory of good—even if they are but a single individual
standing against an entire wayward generation; even if victory can
only be expected in the distant future, long after they have passed
away.

This entire dialogue, if it can be called that, between Abraham and
the Judge of all the earth—in which a creature of dust dares to
address God, relying on the sense of justice in his heart, and
receives God's agreement—is a faithful guarantee of the divinity
of the voice within us that seeks justice. Even though we are but
dust and ashes—a human'’s origin is dust and their end is dust—
not everything within us is dust and ashes. In this body, formed
from dust and ashes, lives a spark of the Creator of the universe,
and an echo of God's spirit. Humanity, justice, and all the spiritual
and moral virtues of the human race received their eternal
validation from that divine echo in the human heart, and they are
assured and stand above all the “dust and ashes” doctrines of
physicality.
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6) Genesis 19:27 — 29

27) Next morning, Abraham hurried to the place where he had stood
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before God. 28) and, looking down toward Sodom and Gomorrah and 19297 YA 289359 nAiny) DTo

all the land of the Plain, he saw the smoke of the land rising like the
smoke of a kiln. 29) Thus it was that, when God destroyed the cities

of the Plain and annihilated the cities where Lot dwelt, God was
mindful of Abraham and removed Lot from the midst of the
upheaval.
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7) Babylonian Talmud Tractate Berachot 26a Nid12 NYon 721 TN
It was taught in a baraita in accordance with the opinion of Rabbi Yossi, son D
of Rabbi Hanina: Abraham instituted the morning prayer, as it is stated when | 'a72'or' 2T A'nId XN
Abraham came to look out over Sodom the day after he had prayed on its N797N |70 DNNAX X1'IN
behalf: “And Abraham rose early in the morning to the place where he had DOY'I MNNIY NNV
stood before the Lord” (Genesis 19:27), and from the context as well as the DIZNN 78 2722 DNN2X
language utilized in the verse, the verb standing means prayer, as this NTNY 'Kl DY TNY TUN
Tny' "IXIY 079N XX
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language is used to describe Pinhas’ prayer after the plague, as it is stated:
“"And Pinhas stood up and prayed and the plague ended” (Psalms 106:30).
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