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Consider the very first Jew — Abraham.

Not even his name when the whole thing started.
Had a reputation. The kind of kid

who would destroy the family business.

out of principle. Married the first nice Jewish girl.
Neither of them actually Jewish

when the whole thing started.

The very first converts. Broken idols

noticed by the One who would not be idolized.
The One who gave them the deal of a lifetime.
Go to the shown place. Pack up everything.

No one likes to move. Something’s going to get broken.
Something’s going to get lost.

But consider what was gained.

Longer names...holier names...

and a bloodline long enough

to see the whole world still trying

to get to the shown place.

I'd like to trade all my possessions

for the Hebrew letter hey.

Pick up extra work as a star in the sky

promised to an ancient ancestor.

That deal you made, Father Abraham.

The ink’s still drying.

I'm a grain of sand.

1) Genesis 12:1-5

1) God said to Avram, “Lech Lecha - Go forth from your land, from your
birthplace, and from your father’s house, to the land that | will show you.
2) | will make of you a great nation, And | will bless you; | will make your
name great, And you shall be a blessing.

3) I will bless those who bless you And curse the one that curses you;
And all the families of the earth shall bless themselves by you.”

4) Avram went forth as God had commanded him, and Lot went with
him. Abram was seventy-five years old when he left Haran.

5) Avram took his wife Sarai and his brother’s son Lot, and all the wealth
that they had amassed, and the persons that they made in Haran; and
they set out for the land of Canaan. When they arrived in the land of
Canaan.
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2) Bereshit Rabbah 39:14

“And the people that they had made in Haran” — Rabbi Elazar bar Zimra
said: If all the inhabitants of the world were to assemble, to create even
a single gnat, they would be unable to inject a soul into it, and yet you
say: “The people that they had made?” The explanation is that this refers
to the converts that they converted.

If so, [it should have said] “that they converted”; why “that they made”? It
is to teach you that anyone who draws an idol worshipper near and
converts him, it is as though he has created him.

Let it, then, say: “that he made”? Rav Huna said: Abraham converted the
men and Sarah converted the women.

1:02 D39 NYNIA
TPYRIL) 1IN VY YN VI NN)

DN NPT 12 RO 31 DN (0, D

DN NIID D27 N3 52 PDIINN
12 PN 12122 N THN VIR
WK VAN XY IR NN, NRY)

12 DR 11NY DN PR NN Y
1927 NI VY TN N2 Y NY
TN NN 2PN NINY O HIY
NN LINIDND 19239 D21
AVY IYN IR 192 ,NYY YN
R 2313 M) DI )IN NN 37 IR
DOYIN NN NP NIV DVIND

3) Rashi Genesis 1:5

The Souls that they had Made in Haran — The souls which he had brought
beneath the sheltering wings of the Shechinah (Divine presence.) Avraham
converted the men and Sarah converted the women and Scripture speaks
of them as if they (Abraham and Sara) had made them.

However, the simplest understanding of the text is that it refers to the men-
servants and to the maidservants whom they had acquired for themselves.
The word “nwy” is used here as (in Genesis 31:1), “he has acquired (nwy) all
this wealth”, and (Numbers 24:8), “And Israel acquires (nww) wealth” — an
expression for acquiring and amassing.
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4) Babylonian Talmud Tracate Sanhedrin 99b

Reish Lakish said: With regard to anyone who teaches Torah to the child of
another, the verse ascribes him credit as though he formed that student, as
is stated: “And Abram took Sarai his wife...and the souls that they formed in
Haran” (Genesis 12:5).

Rabbi Elazar says: It is as though he fashioned [asa‘an] the words of Torah
themselves, as it is stated: “Observe the words of this covenant, va‘asitem
otam” (Deuteronomy 29:8), indicating that studying the Torah is like
fashioning it.

Rava says: It is as though he fashioned himself, as it is stated: “Va'asitem
otam.” Do not read “va‘asitem otam” as: And you shall fashion them; rather,
read it as va‘asitem atem, meaning: You shall fashion yourself.
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