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Fall Series – Session Three – Making Souls  

 

Lech Lecha, by Rick Lupert. October 24, 2015 
https://jewishpoetry.net/lech-lecha/ 
 
Consider the very first Jew – Abraham. 
Not even his name when the whole thing started. 
Had a reputation. The kind of kid 
who would destroy the family business. 
out of principle. Married the first nice Jewish girl. 
Neither of them actually Jewish 
when the whole thing started. 
The very first converts. Broken idols 
noticed by the One who would not be idolized. 
The One who gave them the deal of a lifetime. 
Go to the shown place. Pack up everything. 
No one likes to move. Something’s going to get broken. 
Something’s going to get lost. 
But consider what was gained. 
Longer names…holier names… 
and a bloodline long enough 
to see the whole world still trying 
to get to the shown place. 
I’d like to trade all my possessions 
for the Hebrew letter hey. 
Pick up extra work as a star in the sky 
promised to an ancient ancestor. 
That deal you made, Father Abraham. 
The ink’s still drying. 
I’m a grain of sand. 

 
1) Genesis 12:1-5 
1) God said to Avram, “Lech Lecha - Go forth from your land, from your 
birthplace, and from your father’s house, to the land that I will show you. 
2) I will make of you a great nation, And I will bless you; I will make your 
name great, And you shall be a blessing. 
3) I will bless those who bless you And curse the one that curses you; 
And all the families of the earth shall bless themselves by you.” 
4) Avram went forth as God had commanded him, and Lot went with 
him. Abram was seventy-five years old when he left Haran. 
5) Avram took his wife Sarai and his brother’s son Lot, and all the wealth 
that they had amassed, and the persons that they made in Haran; and 
they set out for the land of Canaan. When they arrived in the land of 
Canaan. 

 ה -בראשית יב:א 
ם לֶךְ־לְךָ֛ א  אמֶר יְהוָה֙ אֶל־אַבְרָָ֔ וַי ֹּ֤

יך אֶל־  ית אָבִִ֑ וֹלַדְתְךָ֖ וּמִבֵֵּ֣ מֵאַרְצְךָ֥ וּמִמּֽ
ךָ׃  ר אַרְאֶּֽ רֶץ אֲשֶָ֥  הָאָָ֖

עֶשְך֙  ה  ב וְאֶּֽ רֶכְךָ֔ וַאֲגַדְלָָ֖ וֹל וַאֲבֵָּ֣ וֹי גָדָ֔ לְגֵּ֣
ה׃  ך וֶהְיֵָ֖ה בְרָכָּֽ  שְמִֶ֑

ר  יך וּמְקַלֶלְךָ֖ אָא ִ֑ רְכֶָ֔ רֲכָה֙ מְבֵָּ֣ ג וַאֲבָּֽ
ה׃ ת הָאֲדָמָּֽ ל מִשְפְח ָ֥ וּ בְךָ֔ כ ָ֖  וְנִבְרְכֵּ֣

ה   ר אֵלָיו֙ יְהוָָ֔ ר דִבֶֹּ֤ ם כַאֲשֶֶׁ֨ ד וַיֵֵּ֣לֶךְ אַבְרָָ֗
ש שָנִים֙   ם בֶן־חָמֵֹּ֤ וֹט וְאַבְרָָ֗ וֹ לִ֑ וַיֵָ֥לֶךְ אִתָ֖

ן׃ וֹ מֵחָרָּֽ ה בְצֵאתָ֖ ים שָנָָ֔    וְשִבְעִֵּ֣
וֹ וְאֶת־  י אִשְתּ֜ ח אַבְרָם֩ אֶת־שָרֶַׁ֨ ה וַיִקֵַּ֣
ר  ל־רְכוּשָם֙ אֲשֵֶּ֣ יו וְאֶת־כׇּ וֹט בֶן־אָחִָ֗ לֵּ֣

שוּ וּ רָכָָ֔ ן וְאֶת־הַנֶֶּ֖פֶשׁ אֲשֶׁר־עָשׂ֣  בְחָרָָ֑
רְצָה   אוּ אַָ֥ עַן וַיָב ָ֖ רְצָה כְנַָ֔ כֶת֙ אֵַּ֣ וּ לָלֶֶׁ֨ וַיֵצְאָ֗

 כְנָּֽעַן׃ 
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2) Bereshit Rabbah 39:14 
“And the people that they had made in Ḥ aran” – Rabbi Elazar bar Zimra 
said: If all the inhabitants of the world were to assemble, to create even 
a single gnat, they would be unable to inject a soul into it, and yet you 
say: “The people that they had made?” The explanation is that this refers 
to the converts that they converted.  
If so, [it should have said] “that they converted”; why “that they made”? It 
is to teach you that anyone who draws an idol worshipper near and 
converts him, it is as though he has created him.  
Let it, then, say: “that he made”? Rav Huna said: Abraham converted the 
men and Sarah converted the women. 

 בראשית רבה לט:יד
)בראשית  וְאֶת הַנֶפֶשׁ אֲשֶׁר עָשׂוּ בְחָרָן 

ם יב, ה( מְרָא אִּ י אֶלְעָזָר בַר זִּ , אָמַר רַבִּ
לּוּ   בְראֹ אֲפִּ ין כָל בָאֵי הָעוֹלָם לִּ תְכַנְסִּ מִּ

זְרֹק בוֹ   ין לִּ יַתּוּשׁ אֶחָד אֵינָן יְכוֹלִּ
נְשָׁמָה, וְאַתְּ אָמַר וְאֶת הַנֶפֶשׁ אֲשֶׁר 

ם כֵן   יְרוּ, וְאִּ ים שֶׁגִּ עָשׂוּ, אֶלָּא אֵלּוּ הַגֵרִּ
יְרוּ לָמָה אֲשֶׁר עָשׂוּ, אֶלָּא לְלַמֶדְךָ   שֶׁגִּ

י שֶׁהוּא מְקָרֵב אֶת הָעוֹבֵד  שֶׁכָל מִּ
לּוּ בְרָאוֹ. וְיאֹמַר   ים וּמְגַיְרוֹ כְאִּ כוֹכָבִּ

אֲשֶׁר עָשָׂה, לָמָה נֶאֱמַר אֲשֶׁר עָשׂוּ,  
אָמַר רַב הוּנָא אַבְרָהָם הָיָה מְגַיֵר אֶת  

ים. ים וְשָׂרָה מְגַיֶרֶת אֶת הַנָשִּׁ  הָאֲנָשִּׁ
 

 
3) Rashi Genesis 1:5 
The Souls that they had Made in Haran — The souls which he had brought 
beneath the sheltering wings of the Shechinah (Divine presence.) Avraham 
converted the men and Sarah converted the women and Scripture speaks 
of them as if they (Abraham and Sara) had made them.  
However, the simplest understanding of the text is that it refers to the men-
servants and to the maidservants whom they had acquired for themselves. 
The word “עשה” is used here as (in Genesis 31:1), “he has acquired (עשה) all 
this wealth”, and (Numbers 24:8), “And Israel acquires (עושה) wealth” — an 
expression for acquiring and amassing. 

 רש"י שם פסוק ה
יסָן תַּחַת  כְנִּ אשר עשו בחרן. שֶׁהִּ

ינָה; אַבְרָהָם מְגַיֵר אֶת  כַנְפֵי הַשְכִּ
ים,  ים וְשָׂרָה מְגַיֶרֶת הַנָשִּׁ הָאֲנָשִּׁ

לּוּ  וּמַעֲלֶה עֲלֵיהֶם  הַכָתוּב כְאִּ
 עֲשָׂאוּם;

ים וּשְׁפָחוֹת   קְרָא עֲבָדִּ וּפְשׁוּטוֹ שֶׁל מִּ
שֶׁקָנוּ לָהֶם, כְמוֹ עָשָׂה אֵת כָל  

שְׂרָאֵל  הַכָבֹד הַזֶה )שם ל"א(, וְיִּ
ל )במדבר כד יח(, לְשׁוֹן   עֹשֶׂה חָיִּ

 :קוֹנֶה וְכוֹנֵס

 
4) Babylonian Talmud Tracate Sanhedrin 99b 
Reish Lakish said: With regard to anyone who teaches Torah to the child of 
another, the verse ascribes him credit as though he formed that student, as it 
is stated: “And Abram took Sarai his wife…and the souls that they formed in 
Haran” (Genesis 12:5).  
Rabbi Elazar says: It is as though he fashioned [asa’an] the words of Torah 
themselves, as it is stated: “Observe the words of this covenant, va’asitem 
otam” (Deuteronomy 29:8), indicating that studying the Torah is like 
fashioning it.  
Rava says: It is as though he fashioned himself, as it is stated: “Va’asitem 
otam.” Do not read “va’asitem otam” as: And you shall fashion them; rather, 
read it as va’asitem atem, meaning: You shall fashion yourself. 

סנהדרין כת סתלמוד בבלי מ
 :טצ

אמר ריש לקיש כל המלמד את 
בן חבירו תורה מעלה עליו  

הכתוב כאילו עשאו שנאמר  
)בראשית יב, ה( ואת הנפש  
אשר עשו בחרן ר' )אליעזר(  

אומר כאילו עשאן לדברי תורה 
שנאמר )דברים כט, ח(  

ושמרתם את דברי הברית  
 הזאת ועשיתם אותם  

רבא אמר כאילו עשאו לעצמו  
שנאמר ועשיתם אותם אל  

 תקרי אותם אלא אתם 
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