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Fill Your Own Cup 5786

Fall Series — Session Two — Windows and Words

1) Genesis 6:9 — 17

9) This is the line of Noah.—Noah was a righteous man; he was
blameless in his age; Noah walked with God.—

10) Noah begot three sons: Shem, Ham, and Japheth.

11) The earth became corrupt before God; the earth was filled with
lawlessness.

12) When God saw how corrupt the earth was, for all flesh had
corrupted its ways on earth,

13) God said to Noah, “I have decided to put an end to all flesh, for
the earth is filled with lawlessness because of them: I am about to
destroy them with the earth.

14) Make yourself an ark of gopher wood; make it an ark with
compartments, and cover it inside and out with pitch.

15) This is how you shall make it: the length of the ark shall be
three hundred cubits, its width fifty cubits, and its height thirty
cubits.

16) Make a Tzohar (opening for daylight) in the ark, and terminate
it within a cubit of the top. Put the entrance to the ark in its side;
make it with bottom, second, and third decks.

17) “For My part, I am about to bring the Flood—waters upon the
earth—to destroy all flesh under the sky in which there is breath of
life; everything on earth shall perish.
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2) Midrash Genesis Rabbah 31:11

“A tzohar you shall make for the ark” (Genesis 6:16).

— Rabbi Hunya, Rabbi Pinhas, Rabbi Hanin, and Rabbi Hoshaya
did not disagree about this. Rabbi Abba bar Kahana and Rabbi
Levi did disagree.

Rabbi Abba bar Kahana said: It was a window.

Rabbi Levi said: It was a [luminous] precious stone.

Rabbi Pinhas said in the name of Rabbi Levi: All twelve months
that Noah was in the ark, he needed neither the light of the sun
during the day nor the light of the moon at night; rather, he had a
precious stone that he had suspended. When it was dim he knew
that it was day, and when it shined brightly he knew that it was
night. Rabbi Huna said: We were once fleeing from enemy
troops in a cave in Tiberias, and we had lamps with us. When
they were dim, we knew that it was day, and when they shined
brightly, we knew that it was night.
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3) Babylonian Talmud Tracate Sanhedrin 108b

With regard to the verse: “A tzohar you shall make for the ark” (Ge
6:16), Rabbi Yohanan says that the Holy Blessed One said to Noah:
precious stones and jewels in the ark so that they will shine for you
afternoon [tzohorayim] sun.
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4) Chizkuni, Genesis 6:16 (13" C France)
A tzohar you shall make for the ark - this is a reference to the

window that Noach used later on to dispatch the raven and the dove.

During the period that this “window” was kept closed he suspended
in that area a jewel which sparkled and provided interior lighting.
When we understand this in this manner, our sages, some of whom
spoke only of the jewel and others only of the “window,” are both
correct, because it is really unclear. The text explicitly states there
was a window.

On the simple textual level tzohar is related to yitzhar — “olive
0il”’; i.e. the ark was illuminated with an oil lamp. A window would
have provided no light since the celestial bodies did not shine
throughout the year of the flood.
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S) Genesis 8:1-8

1) God remembered Noah and all the beasts and all the cattle that
were with him in the ark, and God caused a wind to blow across the
earth, and the waters subsided.

2) The fountains of the deep and the floodgates of the sky were
stopped up, and the rain from the sky was held back;

3) the waters then receded steadily from the earth. At the end of one
hundred and fifty days the waters diminished,

4) so that in the seventh month, on the seventeenth day of the
month, the ark came to rest on the mountains of Ararat.

5) The waters went on diminishing until the tenth month; in the
tenth month, on the first of the month, the tops of the mountains
became visible.

6) At the end of forty days, Noah opened the window of the ark
that he had made

7) and sent out the raven; it went to and fro until the waters had
dried up from the earth.

8) Then he sent out the dove to see whether the waters had
decreased from the surface of the ground.
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6) Sefer Baal Shem Tov Noach

Comment 17

"Make an opening (tzohar) in the ark (teivah)" (Genesis 6:16) -
My grandfather, the Baal Shem Tov, may he rest in Eden,
illuminated this passage. He said that feivah actually means 'word',
and the meaning of making an opening for the word is that you
should be careful to bring light into the words that come from your
lips.

Comment 19

I heard in the name of the Baal Shem Tov of blessed memory, that
he explained the verse (Genesis 16:6) "Make an opening for the ark
(teivah)" - one should turn the words (teivah) of Torah and of prayer
into an illuminated opening, to look and see from the beginning of
the world until its end.
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7) Rachel Anisfeld ('"The Story of Noah, the Story of Our Hearts", Lilith.org 10/23/2023)

God tells Noah to include in the ark a zzohar, which the gemara understands as a precious jewel to be set in
the ark so that it shined katzharayim, as brightly “as the afternoon sun” (Sandhedrin 108b). The ark was to be
aglow with light. Maybe you can imagine yourself this way, as a vessel of light, like the ark, a shining
lantern, floating along on a wild dark sea. The raging waters threaten to overwhelm you, but you hold on to
the light of love inside you with all your might, unwavering in your commitment. In the face of darkness,
you are light. In the face of hatred, you are love, fierce unshakable love.

Amidst the concreteness of the images of violence and destruction that we see, this love may seem like a
mirage. That’s ok. It does have an ephemeral quality to it, like the otherworldly light that shined through the
prism of the precious gem. This light is a dream, a hope, an imagining. It comes to us from another plane and
speaks another language. It is not of the storm, but is the boat that floats through the storm. If we lose
ourselves in the storm, there is only storm. So now, especially in this moment, even if we are also by
necessity in some way involved in the storm, we can still always hold fast to the light of love and kindness
and hope, still cultivate it, treasure it, preserve it like a precious stone inside us. It may be otherworldly and
ephemeral, but it is our essence. This is God in us.
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