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This timeline reflects the points of earliest historical evidence that speakers wrote or spoke each of these languages, compiled from many academic sources with additional input from several scholars. These criteria
were used for each date: A) a document written by a Jew at least partially in the language (not necessarily in Hebrew letters, not necessarily with distinctive features) and B) evidence that there was a Jewish community
(not just an individual) in the area in the time that language was spoken. A is required only for written languages. Our approach to “Jewish languages” holds that Jews almost always differed linguistically to some

extent from their non-Jewish neighbors, sometimes by the addition of a few Hebrew words, sometimes by a completely different grammatical system. This image does not include all languages spoken by Jews.
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