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Foundation of the State of Israel

Framing This Unit

The establishment of the State of Israel on May 14, 1948 was reported in newspapers all
over the world. Reading the coverage of the event shows us how the editors of each
newspaper related to the news and what the readers learned about the event.

In this unit students will discover how the news was reported in the new state’s first

week. Then they will announce the historic event using today’s media.

Discussion

e What is the format of a newspaper report? (refer to length, photographs, titles,
subtitles, writing style)
What is the difference between an opinion article and a reporting article?
What are some features of newspaper headlines?
What type of design is used to announce a very significant event?
What kind of information do you think is included in a report of a dramatic event?
What might have been the headline announcing the establishment of the State of
Israel?

Group Activity
In groups, analyze the front page of a different newspaper.
Assign a newspaper from the NLI Historical Jewish Press Catalogue to each group OR

teach the students how to search the NLI Historical Jewish Press Catalogue and let them
choose their own newspaper.
e Give each group large Post-it notes of one color. (A different color for each group)
e Each group studies the newspaper from the day that the State of Israel was
established.
e Each group writes the name of the newspaper and the headline of each article
relating to the creation of Israel on a different Post-it note and sticks the notes to
a wall or whiteboard.

They should group the headlines by topic: e.g., all headlines declaring the establishment
of the state are grouped together, all headlines about the United States’ recognition of
the State of Israel are grouped together, etc.

Discussion
e What did you learn about the establishment of the State of Israel and the events

surrounding it from the newspapers?
e Which different topics did the headlines refer to?
e Who was the audience of each of the newspapers examined?

How did it go? Let us know! learning@nli.org.il
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e Which stories were in all of the newspapers examined?

e Which story was unique to a specific paper?

e Why do certain stories appear in all of the newspapers?

e \Why do some newspapers report on something that the others do not?
e How were important events announced in 1948?

e \What media outlets were there?

e How is news disseminated today?

e What types of media outlets are popular?

Creative Activity
Announce the Creation of the State of Israel Using Modern Media
Based on your understanding of how to report dramatic events and the changes that have
occurred in the media since 1948, you will create your own reports on the establishment of
the State of Israel.
Choose one of the following activities:
e Create your own newspaper
Create a front page of a newspaper announcing the establishment of the State of
Israel. Suggested website: Makemynewspaper. Click here for tutorials.
e Announce the establishment of the State of Israel on social media
Announce the establishment of the State of Israel on May 14, 1948 as if it had happened
today by creating fake posts on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, etc.

How did it go? Let us know! learning@nli.org.il
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https://www.classtools.net/FB/home-page
https://www.classtools.net/FB/home-page
http://blogs.henrico.k12.va.us/jpcovais/2014/11/06/twitter-template-for-students/
http://blogs.henrico.k12.va.us/jpcovais/2014/11/06/twitter-template-for-students/
http://blogs.henrico.k12.va.us/jpcovais/2015/02/04/instagram-template-for-students/
http://blogs.henrico.k12.va.us/jpcovais/2015/02/04/instagram-template-for-students/
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Primary Sources in This Lesson
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Cover Page of Ma’ariv, May 14, 1948
Jewish Press, The National Library of Israel
and Tel Aviv University

How did it go? Let us know! learning@nli.org.il
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“World Hails New Israel State,” B'nai Brith Messenger, May 21, 1948
Jewish Press, The National Library of Israel and Tel Aviv University

How did it go? Let us know! learning@nli.org.il



mailto:learning@nli.org.il
http://bit.ly/2O7Ag3z
http://bit.ly/2O7Ag3z

v TI"NIXNT:1 ™0
dalaflpaall dsihgll dxisall

s oo

L The National Library of Israel

e vy

)
e
P — e 0
T you can’t come ta town, - | - : | =
simse feephomn 4.6 0 7 FN vt ¥ P b Yy LI D ml"‘:"‘“m"' -
i
Vighiing, eating, Casling, Refrigersting r-l-.i-q: THE, SURSCRIPTION NEPARTMENT
b 4 to The Palest
CARL MARX JR— L TR R A
* PRINCFSS MARY AVE, JERUSALEM SUNDAY, MAY 18, 1918 -' VOL, XXTIL N, €71 Jerusalem, Tel. 4283
f"'\ — Ia A M S
,_ % L.1 L’ b ! N SENIRR
i i .
| .’ [ i
... , | Cb [ - ) \.1 Jha
o i | “l= e e L

The first independenf Jewish State in 19 centuries | same time, President Truman d that the United | 3ator hut without ftaking any nctiom on fhe Parfifion
vas born in Tel Aviv as the Prifish Manduate over Palestine | States would accord recognition 1o the new State, A few | Resolution of Novemher 29, '
eame to an end at midnight on Friday, and it was immed. | hours later, Palestine was invaded hy Moslem armies from Yectarday the hattle for the Jerusalem.Tel Aviv roard
iately snhjected fo the test of fire. As "Medinat Yisrael" | the south, east and north, and Tel Aviv was raided from | was sti'l under way, and fwo Arah villages were falen, In
(State of Israel} was proclaimed, the battle for Jerusalem the air. On Friday ﬂ‘!e United Nahum Special Assembly | the north, Acte town was canhired, and the Jewish Army
racged, with most of the city Alling to the Jews. At the j d after pting a fo appoint a ywed. mwﬁémﬂl itq positions in Western Galilee.

Maost Croreded ‘Hours in [J¥MS TAKE OVER!
- Palestine’s History SECUTITY ZOMES|

Retween Thursday night and this morning Palesting| Tha Battia for Jorumalem,
weat thmagh what by il ‘.rumm- must he among the | which bexan when the Hritish
et erawded hours in

For the desish population there was the anguish over

“o fate of the few mundecd Hagansh men and womer in
< Kfar Fitzinn bioe of setlemonts near Hebron, Their

.S, peos+ ’[_'j Proclamation by Iead

J“"IS“ STATF Of Government

'w.sm NGTON, Sourdsy, Tha erestion of “Matimat Vismel", the Stats of torael,
< Ten minazes after the term. | W% prochaimed at midpight on Friday by Me. David Fen
mation of the Fritich Mandite on | (urion, wntil then Chuirman of the Jrwish Ageacy Fxernts
ive and pow  head of the Shate'ys  Provicinal Conneil of
Cayernment,

Equptian Air Ferca Snitfires
Bomh Tel Avivs (nn Shat Noun

the 'rul o T i ||lc'hw|l'

Tenel,

ihe| Fridap, the Wihite Hase releas
cant | od 3 formal starement by Presi.
it B Tovsmsn ine ke 118 P,

n o
Irm w reay.

coackie o7 At fire and | Vi
expioslens of mortar  shells |and

The first et of the Comneil

“State of Israel is Born,” Palestine Post, May 16, 1948
Jewish Press, The National Library of Israel and Tel Aviv University

How did it go? Let us know! learning@nli.org.il
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