
Traditions That Ring a Bell
Listen carefully to tunes and prayers and match each track to the right 
ritual/event/community.

Songs from Zeved Habat (welcoming ceremony for a baby girl), 
Egyptian tradition, 1990s

Bar Mitzvah ceremony at the Western Wall, Moroccan tradition, 1980
Boys celebrate the milestone of becoming Bar Mitzvah (literally: obligated to keep 
mitzvot) at the age of 13, and many read a portion of the Torah as part of the occasion. 

Sounds from the “Cheider”, Me’a Shearim 1975, studying Chumash
The Cheider (literally: room) is the name for the classroom where young students (as 
early as ages 3-4) learn basic Jewish texts, often by repeating the teacher’s words and 
reciting them.

Passover Seder, Kibbutz Yagur, 1952
Seder night is celebrated by Jews of all streams of Judaism worldwide. In secular 
kibbutzim the traditional haggadah was revised to reflect their ideology. 

Ethiopian wedding ceremony (in Gez, Amharic and Hebrew), 2018
The ketubah (marriage agreement) is a central part of the Jewish wedding ceremony, 
and there is a requirement for witnesses to be present. 

Brit Milah (circumcision ceremony), Sephardi tradition, 2006
In Jewish tradition it is customary to circumcise male infants at the age of eight days, 
as a symbol of the covenant between God and the Jewish people. 

Learning the Hebrew alphabet with Mori (Yemenite teacher) at a 
Kutab (traditional school), recorded in 1991
The Yemenite pronunciation of the Hebrew letters is very unique and distinct, 
preserving ancient linguistic traditions that were lost in other Hebrew dialects. 

Children’s songs, Kibbutz Ginosar, recorded in 1991
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