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Rationale 
 

Where did I get the idea for this guide?  

In 2012, as part of my Master’s capstone project, I interviewed several teachers and 
administrators at Jewish high schools to learn about how they teach the Holocaust. Through 
these interviews, I learned that most high schools teach the Holocaust within language arts and 
social studies classes, more often than not, using curricular approaches similar to those used in 
non-parochial schools. They read Elie Wiesel’s Night in language arts class; they study about the 
rise of the Third Reich, concentration camps, and the Final Solution in the context of World War 
II history; and in U.S. history, students learn about the U.S. Military ‘s role in fighting the Nazis 
and liberating the camps. In some schools, students explore the dangers of racism, prejudice, 
and propaganda through programs such as Facing History and Ourselves.  

However, I was surprised that was the end of it. I thought to myself, “How could a Jewish 
school teach Jewish students about the Holocaust in the same way any other school does to non-
Jewish students?” I expected students would be learning about the Holocaust in Jewish history 
or Judaic studies courses. “What about the impact of learning about the Holocaust on students’ 
Jewish identity?” I was disappointed that not a single school mentioned dealing with the 
psychological impact or theological implications of the Holocaust for their students. If we teach 
Jewish students about the Holocaust without providing an opportunity for them to explore what 
it means to relate to the Holocaust as a Jew, we miss an opportunity to help students think 
deeply about what it means to be a member of the Jewish People and to live a Jewish life.   

 

What do the experts have to say?  

Jon Bloomberg, a scholar of Jewish education, writes about the need for specific goals 
for teaching the Holocaust to Jewish students. As I’ve written elsewhere (Davidowitz, 2013):  

In his article, “Defining the Uniqueness of Holocaust Teaching in the Jewish School,” 
Jon Bloomberg identifies two goals of Holocaust education specific to Jewish students: 1) 
“strengthen Jewish identity,” and 2) “clarify what it means to be a Jew in the post-
Holocaust world.” According to Bloomberg, in order to address Jewish identity, educators 
must deal with the issue of resistance or lack of resistance in a balanced and 
intricate manner. 

A student who is not disabused of the widespread notion that Holocaust victims 
went to their deaths ‘ka-tzon la-tevcha’ (‘like sheep to the slaughter’) will 
inevitably feel a certain sense of shame and discomfort as he considers these Jews 
and their behavior; hence a formidable barrier will be erected in the way of his 
achieving a sense of identification with them and a feeling of pride in their 
reactions to their terrible fate. (Bloomberg, 1985, p. 25) 
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However, teaching that resistance was everywhere and that partisans and the Warsaw Ghetto uprising 
was usual, is a distortion of historical truth; students are not convinced by it (Bloomberg, 1985). In 
regards to helping students understand what it means to be a Jew in the post-Holocaust world, 
Bloomberg explains, teachers must address the issue of faith. Teachers should struggle alongside their 
students about the big questions such as “Where was God?” They do not have to feel like they have all 
the answers. From studying the Holocaust, Jewish students must draw the conclusion that, 

 The importance of maintaining a sense of Jewish unity is rooted in an 
awareness of the common destiny shared by all Jews, the priority which should be 
placed on assuring continuing the Jewish survival and vitality, and the centrality of 
the continuing existence of the Jewish state. (p. 27) 

 

Simone Schweber, an expert on Holocaust instruction, identifies an additional 
consideration unique to Jewish students. She warns of the phenomenon, “Holocaust Fatigue.” 
In the article by the same name, Schweber points out that by the time Jewish students reach 
middle school and high school, many of them have learned about the Holocaust repeatedly, 
often receiving the same messages with each lesson. She emphasizes that if educators are 
going to teach older Jewish students about the Holocaust, they must be challenged to 
think more deeply and through new points of view (Schweber, 2006). 

 

Is this just another Holocaust curriculum to add to the stack?  

No. In pursuit of Bloomberg’s goals, this guide is not a history curriculum. Rather, it 
aims to help students place the Holocaust within the larger context of the narrative of the Jewish 
People, and thereby invest in the responsibility to remember, retell, and respond to the 
Holocaust, just as we do the Exodus on Pesach, Esther on Purim, and the Maccabees on 
Hanukah. The curriculum presents students with the idea that the Jewish narrative, as told 
through our ancient texts, liturgy, and rituals, is a study on multi-perspectivity. That is to say, 
every event in the Jewish historical narrative is told to us through multiple sources, each one 
presenting different roles of the Jewish People, their enemies, and God; each one portraying 
Jews as victims or heroes, passive or active, to varying degrees. Each text asserts individually, 
who is responsible for the survival of the Jewish People through each historical trial and 
tribulation.  

For Day School teachers, this curriculum provides the opportunity to take an 
interdisciplinary approach to Holocaust education by teaching this curriculum parallel to, or in 
sequence with Holocaust studies in language arts and social studies courses. Teaching this 
curriculum in supplementary schools provides students the opportunity to explore the 
Holocaust in a Jewish context which they do not have in their non-parochial schools. 

 Throughout the course, students will reflect on how the Jewish Holocaust narrative 
affects their Jewish identity. Specifically, students will explore questions of how learning about 
the Holocaust affects their sense of belonging to the Jewish People, their relationship to non-
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Jews, and the sense of obligation and responsibility they feel to Jews and non-Jews around the 
world. 

Based on interviews I conducted with teachers in Jewish high schools1, students often 
feel stuck or disempowered after learning about the Holocaust. These teachers believe their 
students need an opportunity to do something with what they have learned. This guide fills this 
need and fights Holocaust fatigue by moving the Holocaust from the history and language arts 
classrooms to the Jewish studies classroom and the school or congregational community. 
Instead of presenting students with facts and figures, or even universal moral lessons, this guide 
asks students to respond to what they have learned or are learning about the Holocaust; not 
only are they asked to respond, but they are asked to respond as Jews. Therefore, in order to 
empower students, this curriculum culminates with students designing Holocaust 
Remembrance Week activities for their school community such as commemorative ceremonies 
and rituals, educational exhibits, art, and social action projects. 

 

A note about the word “Narrative” 

At first, some might be alarmed at the use of the word narrative in proximity to any 
discussion of the Holocaust, as this elicits reminders of Holocaust denial. However, there is no 
room for Holocaust denial in this curriculum. The point is that the Holocaust is composed of 
multiple perspectives and narratives that make up its entirety. No valid narrative or perspective 
questions the existence of the Holocaust. When we deconstruct these narratives, we are better 
equipped to fulfill the commandment to retell and remember. Just as Biblical, Apocryphal, and 
liturgical texts narrate other events in Jewish history, today testimony, film, literature, and 
museums tell the story of the Holocaust.  

 

What about the content?  

The content of this guide covers the Exodus, Hanukah, and Esther narratives, holiday 
liturgy and ritual, as well as certain aspects of Holocaust history. The guide builds several skills, 
the first of which is the ability to deconstruct narrative texts from Jewish history by identifying 
and analyzing the author’s perspective and intent. For example, in the second unit, students 
examine two versions of the Hanukah story, one which focuses on the human strength of the 
Maccabees, while the other focuses on divine intervention. Second, is the ability to use these 
texts as building blocks to construct the overarching Jewish narrative as well as the Holocaust 
narrative, with an appreciation for the multiple, and often competing, perspectives within it. By 
examining scenes from different Holocaust films, students deal with the competing 
representations of Jews as victims versus heroes. In another lesson, students research different 
Holocaust museums and their approaches to the ‘Never Again’ concept - the particularistic view 
of ‘Never Again’ for the Jews, versus the universalistic view of ‘Never Again’ for humanity. 
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On the affective level, this guide attempts to develop students’ self-awareness by 
grappling with, reflecting upon, and finally, expressing facets of their identity. The affective 
aspect of the guide comes into play in many activities that include journaling exercises, group 
reflection sessions, and creative activities such as the design of a Holocaust remembrance 
activity. Ultimately, this guide requires students to explore two questions: How does the Jewish 
historical narrative, as I encounter it, make me feel about being Jewish? Second, given my 
understanding that the way we represent our past shapes our future, how will I choose to 
remember, retell, and respond to the Holocaust? 

Just as ancient rabbis instituted Pesach, Hanukah, and Purim to remember other events 
in Jewish history, so, too, do we observe Yom Hashoah. However, unlike the other holidays, 
there are no rabbinically mandated prayers or rituals for Yom Hashoah. Granted, some rituals 
have become customary, such as lighting yizkor candles, but this guide asserts that anything is 
possible. Students should decide for themselves how to retell and remember the Holocaust in 
their own school community or congregation. They consider questions such as: To what extent 
should we focus on the victims, to what extent on the heroes? To what extent should we mourn 
loss, express anger, be grateful for our survival, or pledge “Never Again?” In any case, how do we 
go about it?   

 

Assessment 

This guide contains several forms of assessment including rubrics, self and peer evaluation, 
journal prompts, and finally, the authentic assessment that culminates as students present their 
proposed activities for Holocaust Remembrance Week. In unit one, students are presented with 
the responsibility for planning the school’s Yom Hashoah (Holocaust Remembrance Day) 
program in the spring.   

• As students learn about traditional forms of remembering Jewish historical events, 
they consider how these traditions can be applied to Holocaust remembrance  

• As students learn about the multiple voices and multiple perspectives that make up 
the Holocaust narrative, they consider how they would like to retell and remember 
the Holocaust for themselves and in their own community 

• Students design and present their own creative innovations for remembering the 
Holocaust  

• Teachers have the option of letting students plan activities for Holocaust 
Remembrance Week that would include their creative innovations.  
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Enduring Understandings and Essential Questions 
 

Big Questions 
 

• How might we fulfill the commandment to remember?  
 
• What purpose might be served by the ritualized retelling of events in Jewish 

history in which we engage on Jewish holidays? 
 

• How do the ways we remember and retell Jewish history affect our Jewish 
identity? 

 
• How might the rabbinic instructions for observing certain Jewish holidays 

inform the ways we remember the Holocaust?  
 

• Why and to what extent are Jews responsible for responding to injustice in 
the world? 

 

Big Ideas 
 

• The process of remembering historical events can take many forms.   
•  
• The way we retell events in Jewish history shapes our identity.   
•  
• Ritual is capable of spiritually healing us from the past.  
•  
• Social action is an obligatory AND empowering response to surviving 

national persecution.  
 

 

 

 



 7 

 

Letter to the Teacher 
Dear Teacher, 

Thank you for your interest in this curriculum guide. It is my hope that this guide 
will empower you to facilitate a meaningful experience for your students as they explore 
the relationship between the Jewish narrative, the Holocaust, and their identity. The 
first lesson of this guide aims to create a safe space in the classroom where respect, 
empathy, and freedom of expression are inherent to the class culture. The second lesson 
introduces the skill of active listening, an essential tool for interacting within this safe 
space. I suggest you make time throughout the course to check in with students about 
whether they feel the learning community is indeed a safe space. If not, the class must 
find a way to create or restore the safe space. The skill of active listening cannot be 
learned in one lesson; I suggest you integrate opportunities for students to intentionally 
practice active listening throughout the course.   

Please note that two of the film clips presented in Lesson 3.1 are somewhat 
violent. Both films from which the area taken, Schindler’s List and Defiance, are rated R. 
It is important that you gain parental permission before showing these film clips in 
class. It is also important to warn students that they might find these scenes upsetting. I 
recommend you give students the option to either put their heads down or leave the 
room  if they do not want to watch the scenes. 

While this guide concludes with students’ proposals for Holocaust Remembrance 
Week, ideally you will create the opportunity for the class to actually prepare and carry 
out these activities for the whole school or congregation to experience.  

I used several fascinating scholarly articles and book chapters as the foundation 
for the content of this curriculum, and I have included them in the resources sections of 
the guide. I hope you will take the time to read these articles, as I believe they will 
provide you an extra depth of understanding on which to base your teaching. Finally, I 
hope that not only your students, but you, too, will find meaning and understanding as 
you explore the relationship between the Jewish narrative, the Holocaust, and your 
identity.  

B’Kavod, 

Natalie Horwitz 
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Unit One: Why do we remember? 

 
Big Ideas  
 

• The process of remembering historical events can take many forms.   
 

• The way we retell events in Jewish history shapes our identity.   
 

• Ritual is capable of spiritually healing us from the past.  
 

• Social action is an obligatory AND empowering response to surviving 
national persecution.  

 

Essential Questions 
 

• How might we fulfill the commandment to remember?  
 
• What purpose might be served by the ritualized retelling of events in Jewish 

history in which we engage on Jewish holidays? 
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Lesson 1.1: Creating Safe Space and Active Listening (Scripted) 
 
Objectives 

Students will be able to:  

• Discuss how it feels to talk about the Holocaust 
• Share three words they associate with the Holocaust 
• Create a plan for making the classroom a safe space and commit to following this 

plan 
• Practice active listening 
• Explain one reason they need a safe space to talk about the Holocaust 

 
Materials 
1 Chair 

Copies of the cartoon strip template (Resource 1.1a) 

Copies of “The 5 steps of active listening” (Resource 1.1b) 

Adhesive 

Markers  

 A large poster or sheet of butcher paper 

 

Learning activities 
50 minutes total 

Set induction: How comfortable are you talking about the Holocaust? 

10 minutes 

Identify a chair, desk, or other object in the room as a reference point. Explain that this object 
represents your comfort level with talking about the Holocaust. Ask students to place themselves 
at a point in the room relative to the object to represent their comfort level talking about the 
Holocaust. Ask students to remain silent for this activity.  

Ask students to move around the room and take their time finding their spot. Ask everyone to 
give each other personal space. After a minute, once students have found their spots, ask for a 
few volunteers to explain why they chose their spot.  Ask students at varying distances from the 
chair to share, keeping in mind who feels more or less comfortable. Before telling students to sit 
down, tell them to pause for a moment and observe where their classmates are standing relative 
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to the chair, meaning how comfortable each person is about talking about the Holocaust. Ask for 
3-4 volunteers to explain why they chose to stand where they did.  

Activity One: Creating a safe space  

20 minutes 

Say to students, “As we can see, talking about the Holocaust is difficult for people. For some it is 
more difficult than others, and it is easy for very few. (Most likely this is what will be reflected in 
the first activity. If for some reason this is not the case, you can still talk about the importance of 
safe space.) Ask students, “What is a safe space?” (Possible responses include: “Where you can 
be yourself,” “Where you are not afraid to share your mind,” “Where you treat each other 
kindly.”) Take 3-5 descriptions and write them on the board. Then ask, “How do people treat 
each other in a safe space?” Write the guidelines that people share on the board. Possible 
guidelines include: In a safe space, people… 

• Accept differences 
• Show respect 
• Show empathy 
• Listen carefully 
• Contribute and participate  
• Explore ideas 
• Seek to understand the other’s point of view 
• Are open-minded  
• Share honestly 
• Treat people sensitively  
 

If responses seem redundant try to either clarify the nuanced differences between guidelines or 
eliminate repetitions. You can do this by asking, for example, “Do any of these guidelines seem 
to be saying the same thing?” Or, “What is the difference between ______ and _______?”  

 For the next part of the activity, students will work in pairs. Assign each guideline listed on the 
board to a different pair in the class, and pass out the cartoon strip template to each pair.  

Tell students they have five minutes to create a cartoon strip of an imaginary class discussion 
illustrating the guidelines they have been assigned. In the title section of each box they should 
write a description. The purpose of this activity is to get students thinking about the significance 
of our words as well as nonverbal communication.  After the five minutes are up, ask students to 
post their cartoon strip on the class poster and write their guideline in large letters next to the 
cartoon strip.  Have each pair present their cartoon, and then give students a chance to walk up 
to the poster to view each other’s work and sign their name. By signing their names on the 
poster, students agree to treat each other according to these values throughout the course. Keep 
the poster to hang for future class sessions.   
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Activity Two: Active Listening 

15 minutes 

Tell students that in the following activity they will learn about active listening. Pass out “The 5 
Steps to Active Listening.” Ask students to read through the document with a partner. 
Reconvene the class and ask for a volunteer to name the first step of active listening. Write the 
step on the board and ask the student to briefly explain what that step means. Repeat for each 
step so that each step is listed on the board with a key phrase that explains it’s meaning. The five 
steps are: 1) Prepare mentally, 2) Pay attention, 3) Allow the speaker to communicate without 
any interruptions, 4) Provide feedback, 5) Repeat the feedback process until you feel the 
message was amply communicated.  

Tell students they will now practice active listening. Write the following two questions on the 
board: “What is one aspect of learning about the Holocaust for which you think you want a safe 
space? Why” Ask students to sit with a partner. For the first round, one student will take 2 
minutes to share while their partner listens actively. This is followed by one minute of the 
feedback process in steps 4-5. After three minutes, the partners should switch and complete the 
activity for another 3 minutes.   

Reconvene the class, and ask for 2-3 volunteers to share whether this experience felt the same or 
different from when they are usually talking with their peers in a social setting. Ask why or why 
not, and how so? Students answers might include, “It was different because no one was 
interrupting me.” Or, I felt self-conscious because all the attention was on me.” Or, “I found it 
difficult to focus on one person talking for so long.” Make sure to have students share about the 
experience of talking AND listening. Conclude by summarizing students’ answers. Tell the class 
it will be important to practice listening throughout the course.  

Closure: Share  

5 minutes 

Ask students to answer the following question on an index card to submit to the teacher:  “What 
is one aspect of learning about the Holocaust that each of you feels s/he will need a safe space?” 
Students should take 1-2 minutes to complete their answers. Technology option: Students may 
email their response to the teacher.    
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Lesson 1.2: Remembering the Holocaust (Scripted) 
 

Objectives 

Students will be able to:  

• Compare several different rationales for remembering the Holocaust 
• Discuss personal beliefs about why it is important to remember the Holocaust 
• Propose activities we can do individually and communally to remember the 

Holocaust  

Materials 
• 1 copy for teacher reference of Texts on Remembering the Holocaust (Resource 

1.2a) 
• 6 pieces of butcher paper with quotations written on them 
• Different colored highlighters for students  
• Copies of Remembering the Holocaust Discussion Questions  

 
Learning activities 

50 minutes total 

Set-induction  

10 minutes 

Ask students to do a one minute free write in there journal responding to the question, “Is it 
important to remember the Holocaust? “Why or why not? ” Call on three volunteers to share 
what they wrote. 

Introduction to course and authentic assessment 

Tell students,“ Today we begin talking about why it is important to remember the Holocaust. We 
will begin this discussion today. We will also ask ourselves, ‘What can we do to remember the 
Holocaust?’ In this class you will explore what Judaism teaches about Jewish memory and the 
commandment zachor, to remember. We explore the question, what does it mean to remember 
in a Jewish way, by looking at Jewish commandments and traditions for remembering other 
critical events in Jewish history. Our class will be responsible for planning the programs for 
Holocaust Remembrance Week at our school. You will have the opportunity to brainstorm 
several ideas for the program such as museum exhibits and social justice campaigns. You will 
create new prayers, poems, and symbolic rituals. At the end of the course, each of you will join a 
planning committee of your choice. Each committee will be responsible for planning a different 
aspect of the week’s events and programs. I will encourage you to be creative.  You don’t just 
have to replicate things that you have already seen.” 

Activity 1 
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25 minutes 

Post each of the texts from the resource sheet on butcher paper around the room. Ask students 
to walk around the room and read each text. They should bring a highlighter with them. Ask 
students to highlight key phrases in a text that stand out to them, put a star on the texts that 
resonate deeply with them, put a ‘?’ next to texts that challenge them in some way, and put an ‘X’ 
next to texts that bother them.  Once students have had a chance to rotate through each text, ask 
students to gather next to one of the texts they want to discuss further.  

If necessary, rearrange the students so that there are close to even numbers of students in each 
group. There should be one group discussing each text. Pass out discussion questions. In each 
group, one student should be note-taker, one should be time-keeper, and one or more students 
should agree to represent the group in the forthcoming class discussion.    

 

Activity 2 

15 minutes 

Once students have completed the text study, gather the class back together.  

Facilitate a class discussion in which students share their answers to the discussion questions. 
At the top of the board write the title “The Holocaust”. Draw a vertical line underneath the title. 
Label one column “Why Remember?” Label the other column “How to Remember”.  See below 
for the discussion questions, suggested answers to the questions, and to which texts they relate. 
As students answer the questions, write their answers in the chart. Encourage students to refer 
to the specific text(s) from which they drew their answers. Indicate the text references in the 
chart on the board. Encourage students to add their own ideas, even if they are just 
rearticulating an idea that has already been said. Guide students to any answers listed below 
that they missed or any answers you believe they missed. If they are still missing important 
answers, add answers to the chart.   

1. According to each of these texts, why should we remember the Holocaust? Possible answers:  

• - because to remember (Zachor) is a Biblical commandment (Text A) 
• - to honor the memory of people who perished and honor the dignity of every    

human life (Text A, B) 
• - to prevent an event like this from happening in the future (Text B) 
• - to prevent indifference and intolerance (Text B, F) 

 
 2. Do you have any reasons to add?  
 

Ask students to raise their hand for the reason they think is most convincing. Tally up the count on the 
board. Call on 2-3 students to give their reasons for why they voted the way they did.  
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3. According to these texts, what does it mean to remember the Holocaust?  

Possible answers:  

• Create rituals and prayers that mourn the loss of those who perished (Text F)  
• Tell stories from the lives of the victims (Text F) 
• Use the memory of the Holocaust as lessons to guide ethical decisions and way of 

life (Text D)  
4. What are some specific ways to remember the Holocaust based on the texts they have studied?  

*Note* Text D may be difficult for students to interpret. One interpretation of Elie Weisel’s words are 
that we must use the Holocaust for teaching lessons about how to live ethical, responsible lives.  

Closure  

Ask students to take two minutes to read through the texts on their own one more time. Ask 
them to find a single sentence that resonates with them in some way and highlight that sentence. 
In the last two minutes of class whip around the room and have each student read the one 
sentence they highlighted. If students have chosen the same sentence they should still read it 
aloud. Hearing the repetition of certain ideas can be impactful.  

Journal Prompt 

Reread your first journal entry, and think again about your experience. In your journal, respond 
to the following question: If you asked the creator of that piece, “Why do you think it is 
important to remember the Holocaust,” what do you think they would say? Explain your answer. 
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Lesson 1.3: Profiles from the Holocaust 
 

Objectives 
Students will be able to:  

• List their past encounters learning about the Holocaust 
• Describe their impression of the main character(s) or person/people represented 

in those encounters 
• Define the terms perpetrator, righteous among the nations, victim, resistor, 

survivor 
• Present basic biographical information about a Holocaust figure and explain which 

of the above categories they believe that figure belongs to and why 
• Defend their argument for which of the above types of people are most important 

for Jews to learn about and memorialize 

Materials 
• Copies of Holocaust Intake Form (Resource 1.3a) 
• Copies of biographies packet (Resource 1.3b) 
• Copies of Definitions of terms handout (Resource 1.3) 
• Highlighters 

 

Resources #  
• Holocaust Intake Form 
• Bios of the figures 
• Definitions of terms 

Activities 

50 minutes 

 
Set-induction 

5 minutes 

Have students fill out the Holocaust Intake Form (Resource 1.3a/ 

Activity One: Defining Types of People involved in the Holocaust 

10 minutes 

Write the following terms on the board and ask for volunteers to define each one. Instruct 
students to define the words in a general context, not necessarily related to the Holocaust. Write 
definitions next to each word.  



Zachor v’Sappeir 

 16 

Pass out resource __ with the definitions of these terms in the context of the Holocaust. Give 
students 3 minutes to read this resource independently. Before moving on to the next part of the 
activity, ask the class if they have any clarifying questions about the definitions.  

For this part of the activity, students should work in pairs. Pass out resource ____, a packet 
with biographical information about different figures from the Holocaust. Instruct each pair to 
read a different biography in the packet and then answer the questions on page ___. Depending 
on class size, you may have more than one pair read the same biography.  

Activity Two – Jigsaw 

15 minutes 

Assign students to sit in groups of five in which each student has studied a different biography. 
Instruct students to give a brief bio on the person they studied and say which category that 
person falls in to and why. They may say the person fits in to more than one category. Encourage 
students to share their opinions if they disagree with each other. 

Activity Three – Discussion 

15 minutes 

Lead a class discussion revolving around the following questions:  

• Which of these types of people is it most important to learn about? Why?  
• As Jews, compared to non-Jews, are we responsible for learning about and 

memorializing certain groups more than others? Why or why not?  

Closing 

5 minutes 

Draw a table on the board with five columns, each column labeled one of the different 
categories. Ask students to review the Holocaust encounter inventory they filled out at the 
beginning of class. Students should use the following key to label the experiences they have had 
about the Holocaust listed on their inventory. (P) Perpetrator, (V) Victim, (R) Righteous Among 
the Nations, (Re) Resistor, (S) Survivor. They may assign more than one label to each 
experience. Ask students to tally up how many experiences they have had about each category 
and add their number to the tally on the board. Write the total for each category on the board 
and summarize the results.  
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Lesson 1.4 Zachor v’Sappeir 
 

Objectives 

Locate the commandments to remember and retell the Exodus in the TaNaKh 

• Summarize the rabbinical distinction between zecher l’yetziat mitzrayim & 
sappeir yetziat mitzrayim 

• List and explain how one fulfills the rabbinic obligation to remember the Exodus  
• Summarize a rabbinical extension of the commandment to remember the stranger 
• Consider how the rabbinic laws of Passover create a model for Jewish 

remembrance 
 

Background reading for teacher 
• Mishneh Torah, Hilchot Hametz Umatzah – 7:1, with notes 
• Bokser, The Origins of the Seder – chapter on “The Perspective of Early Rabbinic 

Judaism”, pages 67-75. (provided in resource __1.4b_) 
• Shapiro, Rabbi Joseph B. Soloveitchik on Pesach, Sefirat ha-Omer and Shavu’ot, 

chapter on “The relationship of two mitzvot to each other: The annual mitzvah of 
‘sippur yetziat mitzraim’ and the daily mitzvah of ‘zechirat yetziat mitzraim’”, 
pages 15-17 

Materials  
• Mishneh Torah, Hilchot Kriyat Sh’ma 1: 1-3 and 
• Mishneh Torah, Hilchot Hametz Umatzah 7:1 
• Copies of TaNaKh 
• Mishna Pesachim chapter 10  

 
Activities 

50 minutes 

 

Activity 1 
25 minutes 

Tell students to read Exodus cha*ter 13-1-2/. 13:3 and 13:8 from a TaNaKh.  

13:3 “Remember this day on which you left Egypt.” 

13:8 “And you shall tell your sons.” 
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Discuss the following questions with the class: What commandments are given in verses 13-3 
and 13-8? (To remember and to tell).  Ask students what they think the difference is between 
these two commandments? What does it mean “to remember” something? Is there a difference 
between remembering something that has happened and retelling it? What is it?   

How else can someone remember other than to retell the story? Do you think it is redundant to 
have both commandments? Why or why not? 

Activity 2 

25 minutes 

Tell students that the rabbis also pondered why both of these commandments are necessary. Ask 
students to study the texts from Soloveitchik source in groups of three. You will want to prepare 
a text study using a combination of Hebrew and English that you think is appropriate for your 
class.  

Explanation: According to Rambam, the commandment lizkor/to remember in 13:3 refers to the 
daily mention of the Exodus in the Sh’ma. In contrast, the commandment vehigadeta/you shall 
tell in 13:8, refers to the annual retelling of the Exodus during the Passover seder. The latter 
commandment requires more activity.  

Ask students to deduce what the important features of the seder are according to the rabbis.  

Explanation: The requirements for the seder reflect four aspects of early rabbinic Judaism: 1. 
Intellectual discussion 2. Not only retelling the events but also expounding a classic text that 
reviews the mythic history in which God redeems and provides for Israel 3. Explicit mention of 
redemption 4. Recitation of seven blessings. So we see, “retelling” is a very involved process, 
required of us every year on Passover.  
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Lesson 1.5: Ki Hayu Avadim 
 

Objectives  

Analyze how a Biblical text calls for social action responses to the Holocaust (List three calls for 
action that stem from the Exodus narrative) 

Analyze how a Rabbinic text calls for social action responses to the Holocaust 

Propose a modern application of a biblical, rabbinic, or modern “call to action”  

Deduce or interpret a central theme of a biblical, rabbinic,  

Determine the central message of a text (Biblical, rabbinic, or modern) of a text about protecting 
life 

Translating a classical Jewish text about the laws of protecting life into contemporary “calls for 
action”  

Propose a contemporary application of the laws about protecting life found Hilkhot Rotzeah 
u'Shmirat Nefesh (Laws of Murderers and the Protection of Life) 

 

Background reading for teacher 

Aaron Dorfman’s article: “Responding to Genocide: Jewish perspectives on the responsibility to 
protect.” found on My Jewish Learning’s website. 

 
Materials  

• Source sheet for biblical, rabbinic, and modern texts 
• Example of Daf assignment 

 
Activities 

50 minutes 

Activity 1 
35 minutes 
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As a class, study chapter one of Hilkhot Rotzeah u'Shmirat Nefesh (Laws of Murderers and the 
Protection of Life). Ask students to study the chapter in a group of three. Students should define 
the following terms:  

• Rotzeach 
• Shmirat Nefesh 
• Rodef 
• Ben adam m’yisrael 
• Nefesh ben adam 
• Next, students should study the texts on the source sheet from Hilchot Rotzeach  

Journal Prompt 

 “Do you think Torah study, as proposed by the rabbis for the Pesach seder, is a meaningful 
aspect of remembrance? Would you include a text study in your plans for the Holocaust 
Remembrance program? What texts might be appropriate to study in remembrance of the 
Holocaust?   
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List of Unit One Resources 
 

Lesson 1 Resources 

Resource 1.1a Cartoon Strip Template 

Resource 1.1b “The Five Steps to Active Listening” 

Lesson 2 Resources  

Resource 1.2a Thoughts on Remembering the Holocaust 

Resource 1.2b Discussion on Remembering the Holocaust  

Lesson 3 Resources 

Resource 1.3a Holocaust Questionnaire 

Resource 1.3b Biographies Packet 

Resource 1.3c Definitions of Terms  

Lesson 4 Resources  

Resource 1.4a “The Perspective of Early Rabbinic Judaism” by Bokser 

Resource 1.4b “The Relationship of Two Mitzvot…” by Shapiro* 

Resource 1.4c Mishna Pesachim Chapter 10 

Resource 1.4d Mishneh Torah, Hilchot Hametz Umatzah 7:1 with notes 

   AND 

   Mishneh Torah, Hilchot Kriyah Sh’ma 1:1-3 with notes 
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Unit Two: What is the Jewish way to remember? 
 

Essential Questions 
 

How might we fulfill the commandment to remember?  

What purpose might be served by the ritualized retellings in which we engage on Jewish 
holidays? 

How might the rabbinic instructions for observing certain Jewish holidays inform the ways we 
remember the Holocaust?  

Why and to what extent are Jews responsible for responding to injustice in the world? 

What is the proper way for Jews to respond to the Holocaust? 
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Lesson 2.1 In Search of a Jewish narrative (scripted) 
 

Objectives 
• Deduce and discuss the themes of the traditional Jewish narrative as presented in 

“They tried to kill us, we survived, let’s eat.” 
• Reflect on how the common Jewish narrative reflected in the song, “They tried to 

kill us, we survived, let’s eat” affects our Jewish identity 
• Compose and present a song communicating an alternative version of the Jewish 

narrative   
 

Materials 
• Hanukah Card resource 
• Song lyrics resource 
• Cultural references article 

 

Activities 

Total time: 2 hours 

 

Set-Induction 

10 minutes 

Show the Hanukah cartoon resource. Write the following in large letters on the board: “Is this 
funny?” Ask students to turn to the person next to them and discuss the question for one 
minute. Then ask the whole class if they think this cartoon is funny. Students should give a 
thumbs up or down. Debrief the exercise by asking students, “In what way is it funny or why 
isn’t it funny?” Ask for a few volunteers to explain their answers.  

Activity 1  

20 minutes 

Note: Please review the lyrics to this song carefully before teaching the lesson. There are a 
couple lines in the song that may be considered offensive. Based on what you know about your 
students and your school culture you may decide to censor the song. If you want to completely 
omit certain lyrics do not use the video. Rather, just use the song lyric sheets and omit 
whichever lyrics you wish.  
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Step 1: Pass out lyrics to the song “They tried to kill us, (we survived, let’s eat).” Ask students to 
read the lyrics to themselves. Then, play the music video of the song found on YouTube at 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=34atu3WGUgc. In this video, the song is performed by 
Jewmongous. The video can also be located by going to the Jewmongous website. 

Step 2: After students watch and listen to the video, ask students to read through the lyrics and 
highlight or underline any terms they do not know. Pass out resources for explanations of terms. 
Most unfamiliar terms in the song should be listed on this resource.  

Activity 2 
30 minutes 

Split students up into groups of 3 or 4. Groups should  discuss the following questions:  

1. How does hearing the message in this song make you feel about being Jewish?  

2. Do you think the history, traditions, and cultural representations in this song are 
accurate?  

3. Does it have a positive or negative affect, and why?  

Gather the class back together and ask representatives from each group to share their answers to the 
questions.  

Extension - Writing the Jewish Narrative in a Song 

This extension can be used as an assessment after lesson 2.2 or at the end of Unit 2.  

Tell students they will now have the opportunity to write their own song to describe the Jewish 
narrative. Encourage them to think about how they would present the Jewish narrative and 
Jewish culture in a way that makes sense to them.  What would they want other people (both 
Jews and non-Jews) who hear their song to learn or think about Jews? What Jewish events in 
history would they include? What holidays or traditions would they include? Would they include 
any famous people or cultural references?  

Students may work independently or in groups up to four. Students should write the title and 
chorus to their song. They should choose a melody with some significance, i.e. What kind of 
significance do you mean? Teachers need some more guiding direction here to be able to carry 
out the lesson. 

Extension - Presenting the Songs 

Have students present their songs to the class. After each performance, the presenters should 
explain the reason for their title and answer the question, “What did you discover through 
writing this song?” Encourage students in the class to ask questions to the presenters about their 
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lyrics. Call on 1-2 students to ask questions to the presenters and allow presenters time to 
respond.  

Optional: Have students make music videos of their songs. If students make videos, they should 
also record themselves giving a brief explanation of the title and answering the question “What 
did you  discover through writing this song.” 
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Lesson 2.2a: Narratives on Pesach, Purim, & Hanukah (scripted) 
 

Objectives 

Reflect on and discuss how Jewish narrative informs and affects our sense of responsibility and 
sense of positivity about being Jewish 

Provide positive feedback to classmates who have given presentations 

Present clear oral arguments for who is responsible for the redemption and survival of the 
Jewish People.  

Materials 
• Lesson 2 and 3 resources 
• Copies of the TaNaKh    
• Copies of a traditional Haggadah 
• Microphones or pretend microphones (at least 2 – optional for activity 3) 
• Small slips of paper (four/student) 
• Laptop and projector (option for activity 3) 
• Speakers (optional for activity 3) 

 
Background reading for teacher 

Schneiderman, Amy. “Exodus, Esther, and the Maccabees in Conversation: ‘They Tried to Kill 
Us; We Survived; Let’s Eat.” CCAR, Spring 2013.   

It is highly recommended that the teacher read this article before teaching the lesson. The 
article provides a thorough explanation of the ideas contained in this lesson. An in-depth 
discussion of the texts found in resource ## are included in the article.   
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Background knowledge for teacher  

God plays a different role in the narratives of Pesach, Purim, and Hanukah.  As well, when the 
rabbis retell these narratives they present different roles of God and the Jewish People than are 
presented in the original text. For example, the Passover Haggadah focuses on God’s role in the 
Exodus and does not mention Moses at all; while the story from Exodus focuses on partnership 
between Moses and God.  For example, in the original Exodus story God speaks to Moses and 
acts through the plagues. Megilat Esther does not mention God’s name at all, but the Talmud’s 
comments on Megilat Esther speak of God’s role in saving the Jews. In the case of Hanukah, we 
have different historical accounts each presenting a different role of God.  

Maccabees I does not mention God; it focuses on the military action of Judah and the 
Maccabees. Maccabees II shows Judah and the Maccabees praying to God, evoking God’s name 
in battle, and thanking God for military victory. God does not actually speak or act. In BT 
Shabbat, the rabbis focus on God’s role in the miracle of the eight days of oil. They deemphasize 
God’s role in the military victory.  

The Schneiderman article discusses three models for the question of who is responsible for 
Jewish redemption and survival: 1) God is responsible, 2) Jews are responsible, 3) God and the 
Jewish People in partnership are responsible. What are the implications of these different 
narratives for teaching us about responsibility? What do these texts teach us about who is 
responsible for the redemption and survival of the Jews in these historical moments? How do 
these lessons affect our feelings about what it means to be Jewish today? Should we be active or 
passive? What is our relationship with God? What responsibilities do we have today for taking 
action for ourselves and for others?  
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Activities 

Total Time: 50 minutes 

Note: Break up the activities in a way conducive to the class schedule. Half of the lesson time 
involves group work that can be completed either inside or outside of class.  

Set-Induction- Who is the Hero? 

10 minutes - in class 

Teacher tells the following story and/or provides a visual version. It is a twist on a common joke. 
“A guy is sinking in his small boat and the water is up to his knees. God is watching from above. 
The guy sees a ship off in the distance, but he has no flare to light. He quickly thinks on his feet 
and constructs a makeshift flare to send up. The captain of a ship in the distance sees his signal. 
The captain calls in on his radio to the coast guard to tell them there is a man stranded at sea. 
The stranded man is hoping someone saw his flare, and he prays, “God, please save me.” All of a 
sudden the man sees a rescue helicopter. The helicopter drops a rope ladder down and the man 
climbs aboard. He is saved.” 

Now ask students, “Who saved the man? In other words, who is the hero of the story?” Give 
students a moment to write down their answers. Now, students should discuss their answers 
with a partner. They should compare their answers and defend their answers with a specific 
example. Bring the class back together. On the board, tally up how many students said the man 
saved himself? How many think it was the ship captain, the coast guard, God, or a combination.  

Activity 1: Introduction and Guidelines  
10 minutes 

Tell students, that like the story from the set-induction, every narrative has a hero; who 
the hero is, is often up for interpretation. Even when a narrative is based on historical 
events, the author chooses to tell the story in a way that implies a hero. Jewish tradition 
provides us with many narratives about the Jewish People and their survival through 
trying events. Based on original texts, Rabbinic retelling of the narratives, and modern 
interpretations, we can infer who the hero of each narrative is, or in other words, “Who 
is responsible for the survival of the Jewish People?” How we interpret these narratives 
can influence our ideas about the responsibility we have to actively pursue our own 
continuity as well as how responsible we are to pursue other causes in the world.  

 

Explain the following to the class: This activity will culminate in a talk-show style 
interview. The talk show will discuss the question: “Who is responsible for Jewish 
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redemption and survival?” The talk show, which will take place in the next class session, 
will include five presenters: 1) the talk show host, 2) a guest who advocates God is 
responsible, 3) a guest who advocates the Jewish People are responsible, 4) a guest who 
advocates that survival is a partnership between God and the Jewish People, and 5) a 
“psychology expert” who will discuss the effects of the narratives on our Jewish identity 
today.  

Divide the class into four research teams. One team will support the host and 
psychology expert; the other three teams will support each of the other guests. Pass out 
the assignment and text source sheets to each team. These resources provide the 
guidelines for the assignment and copies of some of the source texts they will use.  

The teams will be using the Biblical and Apocryphal narratives of Passover, Purim, and 
Hanukah (Exodus, Megilat Esther, and Maccabees I and II) to support their position. 
They will also use rabbinic sources including the Pesach Haggadah; Masekhet Megillah 
from BT on Purim and Hilchot Purim form Mishna Berurah; Masekhet Shabbat from 
BT on Hanukah and Hilchot Hanukah from Mishna Berurah.  

Encourage the teams to postpone choosing a representative to appear on the show until 
they have finished their research and preparation. You may suggest the following 
process:  

Each group chooses a facilitator. The facilitator assigns 1-2 students (depending on class 
size) to each text. For each text, students highlight passages that support their team’s 
position. Once each student/pair has reviewed the text, the facilitator convenes the 
team. At this point, a member of the team is chosen to be the guest on the talk show. 
That student, or another, will be the team recorder. At this point, the facilitator guides 
the team as they prepare their argument by discussing the guiding questions. The guest 
presenter composes talking points that she or he will use during the talk show.  

 
Activity 2: Preparing for the Talk Show, Part 1 
30 minutes 

For the Guests’ Research Teams: 

Split the class up into their groups. Give the following instructions to the research 
teams:  

Use the following guiding questions to help prepare your argument. Remember that you 
not only have to find texts in support of your argument; you should also understand the 
texts that the other guests on the show might use to advance their argument. This is not 
a formal debate, but as on any talk show, you are there to present a convincing 
argument with (textual) evidence to support you.  
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Step 1. (30 minutes) 

Assign students to each narrative. Choose a facilitator, a recorder, and a speaker to be 
the guest on the talk show. (These three positions should also be assigned to a 
narrative.) Each group is responsible for studying each text of the narrative to ascertain 
which, if any, texts of that narrative support your position.  

For each text, answer the following questions: 

-­‐ What is the conflict or challenge in the text? What danger do the Jewish People 
face? 

-­‐ Who are the named characters in the text (including God)?  
-­‐ What actions does each of these characters take, if any?  
-­‐ What is the outcome of the actions taken?  
-­‐ Is there an obvious hero in this story? If so, who? (Highlight text that supports 

your opinion.) OR: 
-­‐ Is there any ambiguity about who is the hero? If so, what are the possible 

options? (Highlight text that supports your opinion.) 
-­‐ Compare each text from your narrative. Do the texts tell the story in the same 

way? Did you come up with different answers to any of the above questions for 
each text?  

 

For the host’s research team: 

Tell these students . . .In a sense, you have the most challenging job. Do the best you can 
to become familiar with all the texts. Your main job is to figure out an engaging angle to 
this discussion. Think about why this topic is relevant to people today? Why ask this 
question in the first place?  

Choose three texts to study - one from each narrative. For those texts, answer the 
questions below. Discuss which of these texts might be used for which arguments.  

-­‐ What is the conflict or challenge in the text? What danger do the Jewish People 
face? 

-­‐ Who are the named characters in the text (including God)?  
-­‐ What actions does each of these characters take, if any?  
-­‐ What is the outcome of the actions taken?  
-­‐ Is there an obvious hero in this story? If so, who? OR: 
-­‐ Is there any ambiguity about who is the hero? If so, what are the possible 

options?  
-­‐ Which argument do you think each text supports? 
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Lesson 2.2b Holiday Narratives, Part II 
 

Activity 1: Preparing for the Talk Show, Part 2 

50 minutes 

For the Guest’s Research Team 

Give the following instructions to students: 

The facilitator should reconvene the group. Each person/pair should summarize their findings. 
Draw attention to the text you highlighted in support of your group’s argument. As a group, 
answer the following questions. The recorder should take notes:  

Does any single narrative (all texts of that narrative) fully support your argument? If so, which 
one?  

If not, which texts from each narrative support your argument?  

Choose 2-3 texts that your presenter will highlight during the talk show. 

Do you think another guest might use the same text to support their own argument? If so, what 
will be your response?  

The recorder should type up (or cut and paste) the texts that the presenter will use during the 
talk show. Email the texts to the host’s research team. The presenter should practice what they 
are going to say on the talk show. Members of the group should give feedback and suggest ways 
to improve the presentation. Someone from that team will prepare slides that will be projected 
during the show.  

For the host’s research team: 

Working together, students do the following 

Create a title for the show segment. The title should be in the form of a question that gets to the 
heart of the issue. The title should be catchy and edgy. It should hook the audience. 

Prepare a one minute introduction to the show. Explain the question at hand. Explain why you 
think these three narratives are important when exploring the question.  

Prepare three questions that you will ask each guest. The first question should be on the peshat 
level. The second on the drash level. The third on a midrash level, asking the guest to explain 
their own interpretation. Make the intro catchy.  
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Prepare one to two questions that the host will pose to the audience. These questions should ask 
the audience to relate the issue to their own lives. They should get at the issue of how identifying 
the hero might affect their identity and sense of responsibility.  

Prepare a slide show to be used for the show. The slide show should be very simple. Include: a 
title slide, slides with the texts from each group, and a slide with the questions that you will be 
asking the audience.   

 

Activity 2: The Talk Show  *Memorable Moment*  

50 minutes 

In order to make this a memorable experience for students, do your best to take the extra time to 
be creative and make special arrangements. Here are some suggestions for incorporating 
technology and multi-media:  

Prepare (or have students prepare) a prezi or power point presentation to use as a backdrop 
during the show 

Project a live twitter feed that will allow students to make ongoing comments 

Find some fun background music to play during the show.  

 

If possible, hold this presentation in an auditorium or room large enough to arrange the class in 
a studio like setting. Arrange four chairs at the front of the room or on the stage.  Give each of 
the guests and the host a microphone or let them share. The guests and host should be 
encouraged to create a persona and come in costume. They might choose to be a scholar, a rabbi, 
a grad student, a teacher, a writer, etc. Use a timer to keep the show on pace. The following is a 
suggested organization to hold the show in 30 minutes:  

 

Introduction by host (2 minutes) 

Question #1 (6 minutes: 2 minutes for each guest) 

Question #2 (6 minutes: 2 minutes for each guest) 

Question #3 (6 minutes: 2 minutes for each guest) 



 33 

Audience Discussion (10 minutes) 

Host closes the show (1 minute)  

Following the close of the show, share a few observations about the presenters and the audience 
participation. Then, ask students to come up with a thoughtful, positive piece of feedback for 
each of the presenters. Students should write down their feedback on a different slip of paper for 
each student. Collect the strips of paper into an envelope for each student. You may choose to 
review the feedback before distributing it to the presenters.  

 

Journal Prompt 

In this lesson we learned that history is told through multiple narratives. Embedded in these 
stories are lessons about God’s role and the human role in the redemption and survival of the 
Jewish People. We talked about the way these interpretations affect our identity and sense of 
responsibility for ourselves and others in the world today.   

What stories about the Holocaust have you heard? Where did you hear them? Survivors, film, or 
literature?  Why might these stories have differed? Think of one or two stories you have heard 
about the Holocaust. Who was the hero of the story? What message might the story have about 
our relationship with God? What message might the story have about the responsibility humans 
and Jews have for taking action? How do you feel about these messages? Is this a message or 
lesson you would want to teach others?  
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Lesson 2.3 Hallel and Purim Liturgy 
 
Goals 

• Demonstrate that the function of rabbinic and post rabbinic liturgy was to create a 
spiritual connection to God 

• Discover that the function of rabbinic and post-rabbinic liturgy was to  insert God 
at the center of the holiday’s narratives using the contemporary concept of God 

•  Identify some compositional forms of liturgy that are inserted on festivals  
• Apply the models of traditional liturgy to creating liturgy for commemorating the 

Holocaust 
 
 

Objectives 
• Explain the rabbinic laws pertaining to Hallel 
• Identify the main themes in the psalms of Hallel by counting repetition of words 
• Compare the Purim narrative in krovetz l’purim to the narrative in Megilat Esther 
• Generate ideas for original Holocaust liturgy 

 
Materials 

• Copies of Hallel form Art Scroll siddur 
• Copies of Krovetz L’Chaim in resrources  
• Blank paper 
• Colored Pens 

 

 
Activities 

50 minutes with 30 minutes optional extra activity  

 
Activity 1 

30 minutes   

Tell students that in this activity they will be studying Hallel. Tell students that now they are 
going to examine psalms that make up the Hallel service. Assign equal numbers of students to 
each of the 5 psalms. Tell students they are going to make a homemade word cloud. Students 
will work independently on this assignment. Indicate whether you want students using the 
original Hebrew text or the English translation. The instructions for this assignment are:  

1. Read through the psalm you have chosen (or been assigned) 
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2. Choose 3-5 words that you believe most aptly identify the theme of the psalm.  

3. Using different highlighter or pen colors, mark each of those words as they appear in the text.  

4. Count up the number of times each word appears in the text.  

5. Design a word cloud by hand (the type that you might generate from a word cloud program on 
the computer.) The words that appear most frequently should be bold and larger. The words 
that appear less frequently should appear milder. Arrange the words in a visually stimulating 
way. You may choose to design a shape or symbol out of the words.  

6. Hang your work on the wall.  

Once all students have attached their work to the wall, ask students to walk around and view the 
art work.   

Technology Option:  Instead of students making a word cloud by hand, you may give them the 
option to make a word cloud using a generated program on the Internet. Then go to a word 
cloud making website such as Wordle, Word It Out, or Tagxedo. The advantage of Wordle is 
that you can do weighted tagging which is helpful for this activity.  

If you are using Wordle, students should go to: http://www.wordle.net/advanced. Choose a 
design scheme. In the box, students should list the words they chose. After each word, place a 
colon followed by the number of times it appears in the prayers. Repeat this for each word. For 
example:  

Miracle: 4 

Great: 6 

Praise: 12 

Click on the ‘next’ button to complete the word cloud. Save the word cloud as a pdf and print.  

 

Activity 2 -Word Cloud Gallery  

20 minutes 

Hang the students’ word clouds on the walls around the room. Ask students to walk around the 
room and view each other’s work. Ask students to think about what themes appear.  Gather class 
back together and discuss what themes appeared.   
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Activity 3 - Extension 
30 minutes 

Krovetz l’Purim - Choral Reading 

Note to teacher: The Krovetz L’Purim is a piece of liturgy that has been taken from Siddur Kol 
Yakov: The Complete Art Scroll Siddur. At the bottom of the pages are footnotes with 
explanations of the text. You may choose to include these footnotes for students to reference, or 
you may choose to omit them from student copies in order to give them the opportunity for 
deeper discovery on their own. This piece of liturgy is very long. It has 15 stanzas. You may want 
to present only a few stanzas to the class. Alternatively, you can pass out the entire text and only 
focus on a few stanzas. 

Tell students that now they are going to look at a traditional piece of liturgy from the Purim 
service. This piece of liturgy is called Krovetz to Purim. Students may not be familiar with this 
liturgy because it has been removed from many liberal siddurim.  

Background Information: The Krovetz L’Purim was written by an anonymous author in the 
Middle Ages. It is recited in traditional services by the congregation  during the chazzan’s 
repetition of the Shemoneh Esrei. The text includes a retelling of Megilat Esther with God 
inserted as a major player in the story. The narration, appears poetically in 15 stanzas. Each 
stanza is recited corresponding to a benediction in the Shemoneh Esrei. The theme of each 
stanza is connected to the line of benediction.  

Pass out copies of Krovetz L’Purim. Ask students to read the text to themselves. (Remember that 
you may want to only present an excerpt since the original text is so long.) Tell students the class 
will now do a choral reading. Ask one student to read the chazzan’s lines. The rest of the class 
will read the congregation’s stanzas.  

Discuss the following questions with students:  

• Compare the retelling of the Esther story here to the version in the Megillah (God 
at center of this narrative; God is not mentioned in Megilat Esther.) 

• What might be the purpose of this liturgy? (To refocus attention on God, create a 
spiritual connection to God) 

• What are the connections between the stanzas and the chazzan’s lines? (thematic) 
• What genre of literature is this text? (liturgy, poetry) 
• What poetic mechanisms are found in the text? What effects do the form and 

language of the poem have on the reader and congregation? Lesson 2.4: Rituals on 
Tisha B’Av 
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Lesson 2.4: Rituals on Tisha B’Av 
 
Objectives 

• Identify the situations in which one is instructed to fast 
• Explain the rabbi’s reasons for fasting 
• Critique the rabbi’s reasons for fasting 
• Determine if it is appropriate to fast on Yom Hashoah by mitigating halakha and 

personal values 
 

Resources 
• Mishneh Torah, Taanit 1:1-5; 5 – all 

 

Activities 
50 minutes 

 
Activity 1 
25 minutes 

Students should study the Taanit texts with a partner and answer the following questions:  

• Under what circumstances should an individual fast according to the halacha? 
• Under what circumstances should a community fast? 
• What other activities should people refrain from in difficult times?  
•  
• Have you ever fasted on a holiday?  
• What was your experience? How did it change your energy level, emotional state, 

and frame of mind?  
• Do you think fasting is an effective way to create a spiritual mood?  

 

Activity 2  
25 minutes 

Ask students if they have ever been in Israel during Yom Hashoah? If several students have 
experienced Yom Hashoah in Israel, form groups and make someone who has been to Israel on 
Yom Hashoah the leader. Or, have a whole class discussion.  

Questions for discussion:  

What was done to commemorate the Holocaust on that day? How is that day different than all 
other days?  
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(Answers: Places of entertainment closed, two-minute siren sounded, ceremonies at Yad 
Vashem with participants from government and military, special programming on television 
and radio.)  

Ask students who have been to Israel how they felt on that day. 

What have you done on Yom Hashoah in the past in your own community?  

Did you feel differently compared to how they feel on Yom Hashoah in America?  

Do you think any of the Israeli customs should be enacted in America? Why or why not?  
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List of Unit Two Resources 

See resources section 

 

Lesson 1 Resources 

Resource 2.1a  Hanukah Card 

Resource 2.1b  Cultural references from the song 

Resource 2.1c Song Lyrics 

 

Lesson 2 Resources 

Resource 2.2a  Lesson Resources (Talk Show) 

Resource 2.2b  Scheinerman article narratives 

Resource 2.2c  Zucker on holiday narratives 

Resource 2.2c  Maccabees 

 

Lesson 4 and 5 Resources 

Resource 2.4a  Krovetz L’Purim from Artscroll Siddur 

Resource 2.5a  Mishneh Torah Ta’anit, Chapter 1 
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Unit Three:  Retelling and Remembering the Holocaust 

 
Essential Questions 

How might the rabbinic instructions for observing certain Jewish holidays inform the ways we 
remember the Holocaust?  

What is the proper way for Jews to respond to the Holocaust? 

How do we retell the Holocaust when there are so many different stories to tell?  

 
Goals 

Examine competing representations of Jews as “sheep to the slaughter” versus resisters and 
heroes. 

Consider the effects of such black and white representations 

Interpret the testimony of a survivor for emotional effect 

Explore the diversity of Holocaust museums’ approaches to representing the Holocaust and 
consider universalist and particularist messages about the Holocaust 

Experiment with contemporary Holocaust liturgy and ritual 
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Lesson 3.1: Representations of Jews in Holocaust Films 
 

Objectives 
 

• Use examples of imagery, dialogue, and action from four film clips to describe the 
competing characterizations of Jews in the Holocaust on a spectrum of weak, 
passive victims on one end,  and as strong, heroic fighters on the other end. 

• Explain the dilemmas faced by the characters in each film and why they  make 
different decisions about whether or not to defend themselves and fight  

• Describe how viewing various representations of Jews makes them feel 
 

Materials 
• Laptops or projector and screen for viewing film clips 
• Internet connection to view film clips   
• Film Clips Links and Descriptions Page 
• DVDs/Bluerays of the films Defiance and Schindler’s List 
• Film Scenes Worksheet 

 

Resources  
• Film Scenes Worksheet 
• Film Clips Links and Descriptions Page 

 

Note 
Both films are rated R. Make sure to collect permission slips for students to view the films in advance of 
class. 

 

Activity One  
50 minutes 

Part 1: View clips from Schindler’s List  
Tell students the film clips they are about to watch are graphic and might be difficult to watch. Students 
should feel free to put their heads’ down at any time or walk in and out of the room as needed. Assign 
students to groups for break-out sessions later in the class. Pass out the film scenes worksheet to each 
student. 

Without telling students the title of the film, tell students this first scene takes place in a concentration 
camp during the Holocaust. Play the first clip. Afterward, ask students to write down any images, 
dialogue, and actions that stood out to them. Play the same clip again, and ask students to jot down more 
notes as they watch if they so choose. Once the clip ends, ask students to write a response to the question, 
“What bothers you about this scene?”  

Tell students the next clip takes place during the liquidation of a ghetto, meaning all the Jews in the 
ghetto are being forced from their homes and sent on trains to concentration camps. Ask students to write 
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down the images, dialogue, and actions that stand out to them as they watch the clip. When the clip 
concludes, ask students to write a response to the question, NATALIE: WHAT IS THE QUESTION? IS it, 
“What bothers you about this scene?” 

Part Two: Group discussion 
Break students up into their groups and give them ten minutes to discuss the questions on the worksheet 
under the section, “Discussion Part I.”  

Part Three: View clips from Defiance 
Without telling students the title of the film, tell students this first scene takes place in the forest on the 
Soviet Front where the Germans were fighting against the Soviets. The Jews in the scene are people who 
have run away from concentration camps and just joined the Partisans, groups of Jews who banded 
together to fight the German Army. The main speaker is an organizer of the Partisans. Play the third clip. 
Ask students to jot down more notes as they watch if they so choose. Once the clip ends, ask students to 
write a response to the question, “What did you notice about the Jews in this film clip? What are they 
doing and how do they appear?”  

Tell students the next clip takes place in a field when the Jewish Partisans launch a surprise attack on the 
German soldiers. Warn students that this scene is violent.  Play the fourth clip. Afterward, ask students to 
write down any images, dialogue, and actions that stood out to them.   

Part Four: Group discussion 

Break students up into their groups and give them ten minutes to discuss the questions on the worksheet 
under the section, “Discussion Part.” Activity Two  

20 minutes 

Ask for 1-2 volunteers to share their answers to the following questions based on their groups’ 
discussions. Make sure each group is represented. 

What was your group’s average score on the 0-10 passive-active scale for each scene? Give an 
example of why you gave the rating you did. Were there any major differences in your group 
answers? If so, what were they? 

The last word spoken in the first clip is, “How strange.” What did your group find strange about 
the scene?  

At the end of the third clip, the little boy asks about the leader, “Is he Jewish?” What did your 
group think was the reason for his question?  

Was there a consensus among your group about the answer to the question, “If you had to 
recommend only one of these films to a friend who didn’t know much about the Holocaust, 
which film would you recommend? Why?”  If so, what was the consensus, and why? If not, what 
was your disagreement about?  
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Lesson 3.2:  Holocaust testimony - found poetry 
 

Objectives 
• Select a theme of Holocaust experience  
• Locate and select a piece of Holocaust testimony or literature that evokes emotion 

for the audience 
• Interpret the central message of a piece of Holocaust testimony 
• Compose and design a piece of found poetry that communicate the central message 

of a piece of testimony  
• Assess and give feedback on a classmate’s poetry 
• Recite poetry clearly and with emotion 

 
Materials 

• Internet to the US Holocaust Memorial Museum’s personal histories website with 
transcripts of Holocaust testimony 

(http://www.ushmm.org/museum/exhibit/online/phistories/) 
• And/or: Audio or video recorded Holocaust testimony from another source such as 

iwitness.usc.edu 
• Found poetry instructions 
• Found poetry rubric 

 

Activities 

2 hours divided into 4 activities 

Note: The idea for this lesson comes from “Found Poetry - Rose Kaplovitz” from the Shoah 
Foundation’s iwitness educational website.   

Activity 1 

15 minutes 

Introduce the topic of testimony to students by explaining: The Jewish people have what we call 
a “collective memory” informed by our traditional narratives. As we learned in our last lesson, 
historical events are retold through different narratives which are based on different 
perspectives and interpretations. Different narratives convey their own messages and teach their 
own lessons.  

When it comes to the Holocaust, we have many different stories that we get from survivor and 
witness testimony. Each person has their own story to tell. Sometimes stories conflict not 
because one is true and the other is false, but because individuals experienced different 
situations in different times and places in different psychological states.  
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As you create your Holocaust Commemoration you will have to decide how to tell the story of 
the Holocaust. One way is through sharing testimony – whether recorded or by having a living 
survivor come to speak. It is important to think about what message you want to communicate. 
Every story has a message. This next activity gives you the opportunity to search out the 
meaning and message in a piece of testimony.  

Pass out the instructions for the found poetry activity. Review instructions with students. 
Review the student assessment sheet. Provide students with different sources of Holocaust 
testimony and literature. Elie Wiesel’s Night  and The Diary of a Young Girl by Anne Frank are 
two possible sources. Works that are familiar to students are best because they will be skimming 
for passages.   

Activity 2 

45 minutes 

Using the found poetry instructions, students work independently on the found poetry 
assignment. This includes choosing a source, composing the poetry, and writing the reflection.   

Activity 3 

30 minutes 

Students should trade poems with a partner who will use the student assessment form to assess 
their work. Students should meet with their partner to review the assessment sheets together. 
Based on their partner’s suggestions, students should make changes to their poems if they like. 
Does instructor review/give feedback yet/later? 

Activity 4 

30 minutes 

Have students bring in two copies of their poems. One copy should be hung on the wall for a 
gallery. When creating the gallery, make different sections for different themes that students 
chose such as survival, rescue, prayer, or hope. The other copy they will use when reciting the 
poem to the class.  Give students time to walk around the room to view the gallery. Then, have a 
poetry recital where all or some students present their poetry.  
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Lesson 3.3: Representing the Holocaust in Museums (Scripted) 
 

Goals 
• To demonstrate that Holocaust museums can focus on the particular experience of 

Jews, on a universal message, or a combination of both 
• To explore how the design of a museum, artifacts, stories, location, layout, the 

name, can all send a message 
 

Objectives 
• Explain the difference between a particularist and universalist narrative and 

rationale for a Holocaust museum 
• Reflect on personal beliefs about the purpose of a Holocaust museum  
• Create a museum mission statement and exhibit design based on a particular 

rationale for a Holocaust museum  
 

Background reading for teacher  

Flanzbaum,  The Americanization of the Holocaust.  

Rosenfeld, Alvin. ‘The Americanization of the Holocaust’, Commentary 99 (6): 35-40. 

Tyndall, Andrea. “Memory, Authenticity, and Replication of the Shoah in Museums: Defensive 
Tools of the Nation.”  

Optional assigned reading for all students: From article by Tyndall listed above: pages 115-121.  

Materials  
• List of Holocaust Museum Websites 
• Internet Access 

 

Time 

60 minutes with optional 90 minute 
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Set Induction 

5 minutes 

Teacher instructs students to think of a museum they have been to that they would consider an 
excellent museum. Ask students to close their eyes. Say the following, “Take yourself back to 
that museum in your mind. What did you see? What did you read? What did you listen to? What 
did you touch? What did you smell or taste (if anything)? What emotions did you feel?” Ask 
students to write down a description of what they just recalled. Then pose the following two 
questions: “What was the main message or lesson you walked away with? What about your 
experience led you to that conclusion?” Call on 3-4 students to share their answers to these two 
questions.  

Activity 1 

20 minutes 

Draw a vertical line down the middle of the board. In one column write the word ‘universal’ and 
in the other write ‘particular’. Ask the class to define each word. Write the definition(s) in each 
column. The dictionary definition of ‘universal’ is 
“of, pertaining to,  or characteristic of all or the whole; applicable everywhere or in all cases; 
affecting, concerning, or involving all.” The dictionary definition of ‘particular’ is 

“of or pertaining to a single or specific person, thing, group, class, occasion; 

distinguished or different from others or from the ordinary; noteworthy; marked; unusual.” 

Now ask students “What is the particularly Jewish significant of the Holocaust and what is the 
universal significance of the Holocaust?” Summarize their answers in notes in each column. 
Now ask students “If you use the particularist lens what would the purpose of the museum be? If 
you use the universalist lens what would the purpose of the museum be?” Your chart might 
include the following: 
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Particular Universal 
Significance:  Significance: 
Jews were the majority of victims Many groups were victims (Homosexuals, mentally 

and physically disabled, Roma, Sintis, Jehovah’s 
Witnesses) 

For a long time Jews have faced anti-Semitism – 
and they still do 

Genocide occurs in many times and places 

 Many groups through history have faced hatred and 
oppression 

Purpose: Purpose: 
To honor and commemorate the loss of Jewish life  To honor and commemorate the loss of life of all 

the victim groups of the Holocaust 
To teach about Jewish life and culture that was lost To teach about all the life and culture that was lost  
To tell the stories of Jewish survivors and Jews who 
didn’t survive 

To tell the stories of survivors and those who didn’t 
survive, from many groups 

To prevent anti-Semitism  To prevent hatred, prejudice, and genocide 
 

Now ask students to work with a partner. Tell students to work with a partner for the next few 
minutes. Tell students “With your partner, come up with 1-2 exhibits or activities, that a 
museum could use to fulfill the purposes listed on the board. Think of things you have seen in a 
museum that you think were done well or come up with your own ideas. You can use original 
artifacts, replications, visuals. or multi-media presentations. Write your ideas down on a piece of 
paper. Once you have come up with your list with your partner, join another pair and compare 
your lists. As a group, come up with one list, taking out the duplicates.” Keep the list of purposes 
for a museum on the board. Once the groups have their lists, go around the room and ask a 
representative from each group to share one of their ideas. Ask them to indicate which purpose 
it serves. Keep going around the room until all the ideas have been shared.  

Particular Purpose: Exhibits Universal Purpose: Exhibits 
To honor and commemorate 
the loss of Jewish life  

A list of names of 
those who 
perished, a voice 
saying Kaddish, a 
list of names of 
communities that 
perished 

To honor and commemorate 
the loss of life of all the 
victim groups of the 
Holocaust 

A list of names of 
those who perished, 
photographs of those 
who perished  

To teach about Jewish life 
and culture that was lost 

Photographs and 
artifacts from the 
Jewish 
community of 
cities and villages 
before the war, 
such as 
synagogues, 
Jewish ritual 

To teach about all the life 
and culture that was lost  

Photographs, artifacts 
from Roma  and Sinti 
life before the war. Or 
memoirs of Jehovah’s 
witnesses. 
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objects 

To tell the stories of Jewish 
survivors and Jews who 
didn’t survive 

Play video or 
audio testimony, 
show journal 
entries 

To tell the stories of 
survivors and those who 
didn’t survive, from many 
groups 

Play testimony of 
survivors 

To prevent anti-Semitism  Teach a mini-
class to Jewish 
students about 
how to recognize 
anti-Semitism 
around them 

To prevent hatred, 
prejudice, and genocide 

Educational materials 
about prejudice and 
hate, exhibit about 
Martin Luther King 
Jr. or other civil rights 
leaders; exhibits about 
other genocides such 
as Rwandan or 
Armenian genocides 

 
Activity 2 

35 minutes 

Students will need access to the Internet for this activity. Students will work in pairs, and each 
pair will be assigned a Holocaust museum for which they will analyze the mission statement, 
exhibits, and educational materials using information from its website. See list of suggested 
museum websites. 

On a scale from 1 to 10, 1 being purely particularistic and 10 being purely universalistic, how 
would you rate the philosophy and approach of this museum? Provide evidence for your 
determination using at least one example from each of the following:   

• Name of Museum:  
• Mission Statement:  
• Major Exhibits and Experience 
• Educational Materials available 
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Activity 3 - Extension 

90 minutes 

Using the scale from activity two (1 = particularistic, 10= universalistic) ask students to identify 
what their approach would be to designing a Holocaust museum. Then, form groups of 3-5 
students with students who identified similarly on the scale. The assignment is for students to 
create a proposal for a new Holocaust museum. Their proposal must include the following:  

• Name of the Museum 
• A mission statement written in 2-5 sentences 
• A visual logo or graphic that communicates the mission 
• A written description or visual design for one exhibit in the museum that serves the 

mission of the museum 
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Lesson 3.4: Holocaust liturgy and rituals 
 

Objectives 
 

• Explain how the Night Words Liturgy is similar and different to traditional Jewish 
liturgy 

• Describe personal emotional response to a Holocaust liturgy 
• Discuss how imagery, sound, and music create mood and evoke emotion 

 

Materials 
• Night Words- A Liturgy on the Holocaust compiled by David G. Roskies 
• Background Reading for Teacher: Introduction to Night Words, pages 1-12 

 

Activities 

Two 50 minutes activities 

Activity 2 is a *memorable moment* 

Activity 1 

50 minutes 

Introduce Night Words to the class. This piece was written by David G. Roskies as a 
contemporary ritual/liturgy to deal with the emotional and theological challenges of the 
Holocaust through drama, poetry, song, and symbolism.  Assign each of the following pieces to a 
different group to read and study. The recommended scenes are: Kavanah: Invocation; 
Halitsah: Ritual of the Shoes; K’riah: Reading of the Scroll; and Hallel. You may choose 
different scenes or allow students to choose scenes.  

Assign character parts to members of the class. Some students will read more than one part in 
the scene. Give students time to meet with the people in their scene. They should read through 
the scene once and identify the following:  

• What other moments from Jewish history or the Jewish story are invoked? 
• What is the theme(s) of this piece?  
• In what ways is this similar and/or different to traditional Jewish liturgy from 

other holidays? 
• What emotions do you think the writer is trying to invoke?  
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Activity 2 
50 minutes 

In preparation for this activity, groups should choose a 3-5 minute scene from the piece they 
studied to perform for the class. For the performance, you may want to find a larger space for 
this activity such as the auditorium or multi-purpose room. Create a space that will serve as the 
stage. All audience members (classmates) should have a notepad with them. As the audience 
members view each scene, they should make note of words that create strong images, evoke 
strong emotion, or trigger specific thoughts or memories. On a page in the notebook students 
draw a line down the page. One column is to note the moment or passage they are commenting 
on. The second column is for recording any thoughts, emotions, or questions.  The class 
performs the scenes in the order that they appear in the liturgy. Audience members take notes in 
the style described above.  Following the performance, invite students to share some of their 
notes.  
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Lesson 3.5: Holocaust Creative Innovations Presentation 
 

Objectives 
• Explain the rationale, perspective, and message of a piece (such as museum 

exhibit, prayer, poem, video) they create in memory of the Holocaust  
 

Materials 
• Students’ creative work 
 

Prior to class 
As part of the authentic assessment, students create a form of Holocaust retelling or 
remembering such as a poem, song, museum type exhibit, video, prayer, new ritual, story, or 
speech, that they propose be included in the Holocaust Remembrance Week activities in their 
school or congregation. In this culminating lesson of the curriculum, students will bring their 
creative pieces in memory of the Holocaust to class.  
 
 

Activities 
50 minutes (or more depending on number of students in class) 
 
Presentations 
50 minutes 

In class, each student will take a turn presenting his or her creative piece. They each have up to 
five minutes to present the piece and explain the following:  

What was their inspiration for this piece? 

What aspect(s) of their piece is drawn from Jewish tradition and how? 

What aspect(s) of their piece do they consider personal innovation?  

 

Next, the presenter is to ask the class, “How does this piece make you feel or what effect does it 
have on you? The presenter should call on 1-3 students to answer the question.  

 

Journal 

In their journals, students should write about what was most challenging about the creative 
innovation project. Would they like to see their work shared with the community? Why or why 
not? What is one thing they learned about themselves from doing this project?  
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List of Unit Three Resources 
See Resources Section 

 

Lesson 1 Resources 
Resource 3.1a  Film scenes worksheet 

Resource 3.1b  Film Lesson Clips 

 

Lesson 2 Resources  
 Resource 3.2a  Found poetry instructions 

 Resource 3.2b  Found poetry peer assessment 
 

Lesson 3 Resources 
Resource 3.3a Tyndall, A. (2004). “Memory, Authenticity, and Replication of the 

Shoah in Mueums: Defensive Tools of the Nation.”  

 Resource 3.3b  Museum Assignment 

 
Lesson 4 Resources  
 Resource 3.4a  Night Words – 1st 12 pages of the Intro 
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Annotated Bibliographic Selections 

 
Unit One 
Aaron Dorfman’s article: “Responding to Genocide: Jewish perspectives on 
the responsibility to protect.” found on My Jewish Learning’s website.  

This article discusses Jewish teachings on the responsibility for Jews to protect and 
preserve life. Dorfman expands the commandment to “remember the stranger” because 
we were strangers in Egypt to the idea that Jews have the responsibility to fight genocide 
because f our experiences in the Holocaust.  

 
Unit Two 
Schneiderman, Amy. “Exodus, Esther, and the Maccabees in Conversation: 
‘They Tried to Kill Us; We Survived; Let’s Eat.” CCAR, Spring 2013.   

This article discusses the multiplicity of narrative found in the Exodus, story of Esther, 
and story of the Maccabees.  Schneiderman identifies and compares multiple 
perspectives on the role of God and humans in Jewish redemption found both within 
each text and between the texts.  

 
Unit Three  
 “Found Poetry - Rose Kaplovitz” from the Shoah Foundation’s iwitness 
educational website.  

I got the basic concept of taking a piece of testimony and using for a found poetry 
exercise from the above activity.I first encountered “found poetry” when reviewing this 
activity, developed by Gail  on the iwitness website. The activity asks learners to study a 
piece of testimony by Rose Kaplovitz, a Holocaust survivor, and create a piece of found 
poetry in response to it. I thought this was an excellent activity for getting students to 
see a story throught the narrator’s voice. 

Night Words - A Liturgy on the Holocaust compiled by  David G. Roskies 

Night Words is a modern liturgical script for Holocaust remembrance that includes 
poetry, dramatization, and unique rituals . In lessom 3.4 students reenact parts of this 
liturgical to explore possibilities for personal liturgical and ritual interpretations of 
Holocaust remembrance.  
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Edited with intro and commentary by Saul Touster, A Survivor’s 
Haggadah, Jewish Publication Society, Philadelphia, 2000.  

“’A Survivor’s Haggadah’ written, designed, and illustrated by Yosef Dov Sheinson with 
Woodcuts by Miklos Adler, both having been among the She’erith Hapletah, the 
Remnant that Escaped.. Originally published in Munich 1946 for the first Passover after 
liberation and printed by the US Army of Occupation, here presented in a facsimile 
edition an English translation.” (From the inscription on the title page of the book.)  

 
Articles for rationale 
Simone Schweber, “Holocaust Fatigue” 

“Schweber warns of the phenomenon, ‘Holocaust Fatigue,’… explaining that by the time 
Jewish students reach middle school and high school, many of them have learned about 
the Holocaust repeatedly, often receiving the same messages with each lesson. She 
emphasizes that if educators are going to teach older Jewish students about the 
Holocaust, they must be challenged to think more deeply and through new points of 
view.” (Davidowitz Capstone, “Holocaust Education in Jewish Day Schools”, 2012) This 
curriculum guide is intended to follow Scheber’s advice by teaching the Holocaust 
through the lenses of theology, narrative, and identity.   

Bloomberg, Jon. “Defining the Uniqueness of Holocaust Teaching in the 
Jewish School” 

“Bloomberg identifies two goals specific to Jewish students: 1) ‘strengthen Jewish 
identity,’ and 2) ‘clarify what it means to be a Jew in the post-Holocaust world.’ 
According to Bloomberg, in order to address Jewish identity, educators must deal with 
the issue of resistance or lack of resistance in a balanced and intricate manner.” 
Bloomberg’s idea about the uniqueness of teaching the Holocaust specifically to Jewish 
students is a foundation of this curriculum guide. The guide humbly attempts to address 
Bloomberg’s goals, listed above, for teaching the Holocaust to Jewish students. The 
issue of resistance versus lack of resistance of Jews in the Holocaust and the issue of 
faith, which Bloomberg identifies as essential, are addressed in several lessons.” 
(Davidowitz Capstone, “Holocaust Education in Jewish Day Schools, 2012.) 
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Curriculum Resources 
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Unit One Resources 
	
  

Lesson 1 Resources 
Resource 1.1a  Cartoon Strip Template 

Resource 1.1b “The Five Steps to Active Listening” 

 

Lesson 2 Resources  
 Resource 1.2a Thoughts on Remembering the Holocaust 

 Resource 1.2b Discussion on Remembering the Holocaust  
 

Lesson 3 Resources 
 Resource 1.3a Holocaust Questionnaire 

 Resource 1.3b Biographies Packet 

 Resource 1.3c Definitions of Terms  
 
Lesson 4 Resources  
 Resource 1.4a “The Perspective of Early Rabbinic Judaism” by Bokser* 

 Resource 1.4b “The Relationship of Two Mitzvot…” by Shapiro* 

 Resource 1.4c Mishna Pesachim Chapter 10 

 Resource 1.4d Mishneh Torah, Hilchot Hametz Umatzah 7:1 with notes 

    AND 

    Mishneh Torah, Hilchot Kriyah Sh’ma 1:1-3 with notes 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
* Indicates background reading for educator 
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How to Actively Listen

Studies show that many people absorb less than half of what they hear when
they are being spoken to. This communication skills deficit may be caused by
the common characteristics of passive listening, such as inattention,
distraction and/or the process of forming a response. It is possible to improve
on the amount of information you retain during verbal interaction by practicing
a form of self­awareness called active listening. Follow these steps for how to
actively listen.

1

2

Prepare mentally. This requires that you clear your mind and dedicate your focus
to taking in as much as you can of what is being said to you. Prepare for active

listening in the following ways:

Tell yourself that you are going to pay attention, and then make the conscious
effort to focus solely on the speaker and block out any background noise or
other distractions.
Get rid of any distractions that may stand in your way of paying full attention.
This means closing off any other conversations you are having and stopping
any activities you are doing.
Clear your mind of any preconceived ideas or emotions pertaining to what you
think the speaker might say. It is important to approach active listening with an
open mind, and to wait to form opinions until you have heard what the speaker
has to say.

Pay attention. Active listening involves focusing not only on verbal communication
skills, but also on body language cues, in order to get a thorough understanding of

the speaker's message. To be attentive, employ the following techniques:

Maintain a physical stance that promotes successful communication. Face and
lean towards the person speaking to you. Open your posture, as opposed to
crossing your arms.
Make eye contact with the speaker.
Take note of the speaker's body language. This will give you clues into the
meaning, feeling and purpose behind what the speaker is saying.
Focus on the message behind the words, rather than the words themselves.
Your goal is to understand what the speaker is trying to communicate to you,
regardless of how effective the speaker is at articulating the message. Discard
judgment and pay close attention to the verbal and physical clues you are
receiving.
Consider both what the speaker is thinking and what the speaker is feeling.
Practice empathy. Empathy is the act of feeling what the speaker is feeling.
Attempt to identify with the speaker, so that you fully understand the depth of
what is being said to you. You don't have to agree, but you should be able to
recognize the speaker's full intention.

Steps
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3

4

5

Avoid formulating a response while you are listening. Wait until the speaker is
finished before you devote your mental energy to what you want to say. If the
speaker signals to you for an acknowledgement of your understanding during
the speech, it is okay to respond with a simple comment or question to show
that you are paying attention.

Allow the speaker to communicate without any interruption, until the speaker

concludes.

Provide feedback. Do so with honesty, and with respect for the speaker. Focus on
the speaker's message and avoid adding new ideas.

Acknowledge to the speaker that you are paying attention. Nod your head,
smile and give other physical encouragements when it is appropriate.
Additionally, provide verbal cues of encouragement to the speaker, such as, "go
on" and "I see."
When the speaker concludes, respond with your interpretation of what was said.
It is a good idea to take a moment of silent consideration as you formulate your
response. Your response should be a concise paraphrase, or summation, of
what the speaker said, as you understood it. Phrases like, "this is what I heard"
and "I think this is what you meant" are commonly used when paraphrasing.
Allow the speaker to further clarify if you misjudged the meaning of the
communication.
Ask questions if you feel that you need more information. Actively listen as the
speaker provides explanation.

Repeat the feedback process until you and the speaker are satisfied that the

message was amply conveyed.

Can you tell us about

natural weight

gain?

Can you tell us about

trailers?

Can you tell us about

Adobe

Photoshop?

Can you tell us about

product

development?

You may develop your mental focus when practicing active listening by
repeating your speaker's exact words in your head as they are spoken

We could really use your help!

Tips

Yes I can Yes I can Yes I can Yes I can
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to you.

http://www.pickthebrain.com/blog/powerful­guide­to­active­listening/
http://www.mindtools.com/CommSkll/ActiveListening.htm
http://www.taftcollege.edu/lrc/class/assignments/actlisten.html

Thanks to all authors for creating a page that has been read 62,715 times.
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Español: Cómo escuchar activamente, Italiano: Come Ascoltare
Attivamente, Português: Como Escutar Ativamente
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Thoughts on Remembering the Holocaust 
	
  

The following texts are messages from Holocaust survivors, rabbis, teachers, and 
students. 

 

 Text A: “The first lesson is the importance of Zachor, of remembrance itself. For as we 
remember the six million Jewish victims of the Shoah – defamed, demonized and 
dehumanized, as prologue or justification for genocide – we have to understand that the 
mass murder of six million Jews and millions of non-Jews is not a matter of abstract 
statistics. For unto each person there is a name – unto each person, there is an identity. 
Each person is a universe. As our sages tell us: "whoever saves a single life, it is as if he 
or she has saved an entire universe." Just as whoever has killed a single person, it is as if 
they have killed an entire universe. And so the abiding imperative – that we are each, 
wherever we are, the guarantors of each other's destiny.” 

- Irwin Cotler  [Irwin Cotler, born 1940, a Jewish former member of the Canadian 
Parliament and law professor, an expert on international law and human rights.] 

 

Text B:  “Fiction cannot recite the numbing numbers, but it can be that witness, 
that memory. A storyteller can attempt to tell the human tale, can make a galaxy 
out of the chaos, can point to the fact that some people survived even as most 
people died. And can remind us that the swallows still sing around the 
smokestacks.”  

– Jane Yolen [Jane Yolen, born 1939, a Jewish American award winning author, author 
of The Devil’s Arithmetic, a Holocaust Novella.] 

 

Text C: “Memory is what shapes us. Memory is what teaches us. We must understand 
that is where our redemption is.”      

– Estelle Laughlin, Holocaust survivor (from www.ushmm.org) 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Text D: “But is remembrance enough? What does one do with the memory of agony and 
suffering? Memory has its own language, its own texture, its own secret melody, its own 
archeology and its own limitations: it too can be wounded, stolen and shamed; but it is 
up to us to rescue it and save it from becoming cheap, banal, and sterile. To remember 
means to lend an ethical dimension to all endeavors and aspirations.” 

- Elie Wiesel, Holocaust Remembrance Day address, 2003 

 

Text E: “How does one mourn for six million people who died? How many candles does 
one light? How many prayers does one recite? Do we know how to remember the 
victims, their solitude, their helplessness? They left us without a trace, and we are their 
trace. We tell these stories because perhaps we know that not to listen, not to want to 
know, would lead you to indifference, and indifference is never an answer. Whoever 
hates, hates everybody. Whoever kills, kills more than his victims.... this fiery memory 
remains and we, you and I, you and all of us, now are its very privileged custodians.” 

- Elie Wiesel, Holocaust Remembrance Day address, 2001 

 

Text F: “We know that repressing memory, willed forgetting, is perhaps the greatest 
danger we face as a species. Because we’ve been spared, we know that despair is a 
choice, and remembering is a choice, but if we want to remain fully human, we have no 
choice, but to remember and confront the past, to learn, and to act on what we’ve 
learned.”  

- Steven Spielberg [Born 1946, Jewish American filmmaker, director of Schindler’s List, 
and Founder of the USC Shoah Foundation]  

(http://sfi.usc.edu/news/2014/01/steven-spielberg-says) 

 

 
 
 



 

 

 

Discussion Questions on Remembering the Holocaust 
 

 
Text: 
____________________________________________________________ 
 

 
1. According to this text, why should we remember the Holocaust? 

 

 

 

 

 
2. Do you agree with the author? Why or why not? Delve deep. 

 

 

 

 
3. In your opinion, what are other reasons it is important to remember the 

Holocaust? 
 

 

 

 
4. In your opinion, what does it mean to “remember the Holocaust?” What activities 

are involved in remembering? How do you think the author of this text would 
answer the questions, “What does it mean to remember the Holocaust? In other 
words, what activities should we do to remember the Holocaust?  
 

 
 
 



 

 

 

Holocaust Questionnaire 

 

Name ________________________   Date _______________ 

 

Instructions: Please check off any of the following ways you have learned about the 
Holocaust:  

 

(     ) Films – If so, which films and when? 

 

 

 

 

(   ) Novels - If so, which ones and when? 

 

 

 

 

(    ) Memoirs , biographies, or autobiographies – If so, which ones and when? 

 

 

 

 

(   ) In class at school?  If so, which classes and when? 

 



 

 

 

(   ) Testimony from survivors (in person or on video) – If so, who and when? 

 

  

 

 

(   ) Museum visits – If so, which museums and when? 

 

 

 

 

(   ) Visiting a concentration camp – If so, when and wear and when?  

 

 

 

 

 

(   ) Yom Hashoah Ceremony – If so, where and when?  

  

 

 

Instructions: 

1.  Put a star next to 1 of the experiences you feel had the greatest impact on you. 

2. In your journal, please explain why you chose this experience and what the impact 
was on you, both at that time, and how it continues to affect you today.   

Joseph Goebbels  



 

 

 

 

How would you categorize this person?  

______________________________________ 

 

Excerpts from the entry on “Joseph Goebbels” on Wikipedia.org. 

 

“Goebbels was a German politician and Reich Minister of Propaganda in Nazi Germany from 1933 to 
1945. As one of Adolf Hitler's closest associates and most devoted followers, he was known for his 
zealous orations and deep and virulent anti-Semitism, which led to him strongly supporting the 
extermination of the Jews when the Nazi leadership developed their ‘Final Solution’.” 

 

“Goebbels came to power in 1933 after Hitler was appointed chancellor; within six weeks Hitler 
arranged his appointment as Propaganda Minister. One of Goebbels' first acts was to organize the 
burning of "decadent" books. Under Goebbels' leadership, the Propaganda Ministry quickly gained and 
exerted controlling supervision over the news media, arts and information in Germany.” 

 

“From the beginning of his tenure, Goebbels organized actions against German Jews, commencing with 
a one-day boycott of Jewish businessmen, doctors and lawyers on 1 April 1933. These actions 
eventually led to the outright violence of Kristallnacht (Night of Broken Glass) on the night of 9–10 
November 1938, an open and unrestrained pogrom unleashed by the Nazis across Germany in which 
synagogues were burned, Jewish-owned businesses trashed, Jews assaulted (many killed) and 
thousands of them arrested and incarcerated in concentration camps.” 

 

“By the beginning of 1945, with the Soviets on the Oder and the Western Allies preparing to cross the 
Rhine, Goebbels could no longer disguise the fact that defeat was inevitable.”  

 

“At the end of the war, after Hitler’s suicide, Goebbels followed suit and took his own life along with 
his wife and children.” 

  



 

 

 

Alfred Flatow  

 

How would you categorize this person?  

______________________________________ 

 

Excerpt from (Famous People, Things, and Events - famous101.com) 

 

“Another athlete who makes the list, Flatow was a gymnast, who participated in 1896 Olympics, in 
Athens. It was this Olympics, where he won 3 gold medals and a silver one. He was an integral part of 
the German team, which successfully won gold in both horizontal and parallel, team events. In 1933, 
he fled to the Netherlands. Little did he know that the Netherlands would also succumb to the Nazi 
power. After the occupation of the Netherlands, German forces deported him to a concentration camp, 
where he died at the age of 73. In modern-day Berlin, there is a lane, near the Olympic Stadium, 
named Flatowallee, which translates to Flatow Lane. In addition, there exists a Flatow-Sporthalle 
(sports hall) at Berlin-Kreuzberg with a celebratory inscription. 

  



 

 

 

Branko Lustig 

 

How would you categorize this person?  

______________________________________ 

 

Excerpts from the entry on “Branko Lustig” on Wikipedia.org 

 

“Branko Lustig is a prominent Croatian film producer. He is the only person born in Croatia to have won 
two Academy Awards.” 

“Lustig was born in Osijek, Croatia, to a Croatian Jewish family. During World War II, as a child he was 
imprisoned for two years in Auschwitz and Bergen-Belsen. Most members of his family perished in the 
death camps throughout Europe, including his grandmother who was killed in the gas chamber, while 
his father was killed in Čakovec by Hungarians on March 15, 1945. Lustig's mother survived the 
Holocaust and was reunited with him after the war. On the day of the liberation Lustig weighed only 66 
pounds. Lustig credited his survival in Auschwitz to a German officer that, coincidentally, was from the 
same Osijek suburb and knew Lustig's father. He overheard Lustig crying in Croatian and asked him who 
his father was.” 

“Lustig began his film career in 1955 as an assistant director at Jadran Film, a state-owned Zagreb-
based film production company. In 1956 he worked as a unit production manager on Branko Bauer's 
World War II drama Ne okreći se sine, winner of three Golden Arena awards at the 1956 Pula Film 
Festival. Lustig was the location manager for Fiddler on the Roof (film) (1971). In the 1980s Lustig 
worked on the miniseries The Winds of War (1983) and its sequel War and Remembrance (1988).  He 
moved to the United States in 1988.” 

“Lustig received his first Oscar in 1993 for the production of Schindler's List, a film based on the novel 
of Thomas Keneally (which is, in turn, based on the true-life story of a German manufacturer who 
saved hundreds of Jews during World War II). He received his second Oscar for the epic movie 
Gladiator about a struggle for power in Imperial Rome, in 2001. Other major Hollywood films that 
Lustig has worked on as a producer or executive producer include The Peacemaker (1997), Hannibal 
(2001), and Black Hawk Down (2001). In 2008, Lustig helped establish an independent production 
company Six Point Films to produce ‘meaningful, thought-provoking independent films’”. 

 

 

Sir Nicholas George Winton 



 

 

 

 

How would you categorize this person?  

______________________________________ 

 

Excerpts from the entry on “Sir Nicholas George Winton” on Wikipedia.org 

 

“Sir Nicholas George Winton is a British humanitarian who organized the rescue of 669, mostly Jewish, 
children from Nazi-occupied Czechoslovakia on the eve of the Second World War, in an operation later 
known as the Czech Kinder transport. Winton found homes for the children and arranged for their safe 
passage to Britain. The British press has dubbed him the "British Schindler".[7] On 28 October 2014 he 
was awarded the highest honor of the Czech Republic, the Order of the White Lion, by Czech President 
Miloš Zeman.” 

 

“Shortly before Christmas 1938, Winton was planning to travel to Switzerland for a skiing holiday. He 
decided instead to visit Prague and help his friend Martin Blake, who had called to ask him to assist in 
Jewish welfare work. Winton single-handedly established an organization to aid children from Jewish 
families at risk from the Nazis. He set up his office at a dining room table in his hotel in Wenceslas 
Square. In November 1938, following the Kristallnacht in Nazi-ruled Germany, the House of Commons 
approved a measure to allow the entry into Britain of refugees younger than 17, provided they had a 
place to stay and a warranty of £50 was deposited for their eventual return to their own country.” 

 

“Winton kept quiet about his humanitarian exploits for many years, until his wife Grete found a 
detailed scrapbook in their attic in 1988. It contained lists of the children, including their parents' 
names, and the names and addresses of the families that took them in. By sending letters to these 
addresses, 80 of "Winton's children" were found in Britain. the world found out about his work in 1988 
during an episode of the BBC television program That's Life! when he was invited as a member of the 
audience. At one point Winton's scrapbook was shown, and his achievements were explained. The host 
of the program, Esther Rantzen, asked whether any in the audience owed their lives to Winton, and, if 
so, to stand – more than two dozen people surrounding Winton rose and applauded.” 

  



 

 

 

Tuvia Bielsk 

 

How would you categorize this person?  

______________________________________ 

 

Excerpts from the entry on “Tuvia Bielski” on Wikipedia.org 

 

 

“Tuvia Bielski was the leader of the partisan group, the Bielski partisans, who were situated in the 
Naliboki forest in pre-war Poland (now Western Belarus) during World War II.” 

 

“Tuvia grew up in the only Polish Jewish family in Stankiewicze. The small village in Eastern Poland 
(now Western Belarus) is located between towns of Lida and Navahrudak, both of which housed Jewish 
ghettoes during World War II. Tuvia was the son of David and Beila Bielski, who had twelve children: 
ten boys and two girls. Tuvia was the third eldest. His brothers Asael, Alexander ("Zus") and Aron were 
later to become members of his partisan group.” 

 

“When Operation Barbarossa broke out, Tuvia, Zus, and Asael were called up by their army units to 
fight against the Nazi German occupiers. Tuvia recalls: "Suddenly about fifty planes (Luftwaffe) flew 
over the town dropping incendiary bombs. In a very few minutes the entire place was on fire. The 
commander called us in, ordered us to leave the burning town and regroup in a forest about five 
kilometers from there. After the units disbanded, the Bielski brothers fled to Stankiewicze, where their 
parents lived. In early July 1941, a German army unit arrived in Stankiewicze and Jewish residents 
were moved to a ghetto in Nowogródek. The four Bielski brothers managed to flee to the nearby forest 
after their parents and other family members were killed in the ghetto in August 1941.” 

 

“During World War II, Tuvia Bielski led a group of Jewish refugees, which saved more than 1,200 Jews 
by hiding them in forests. Although always hunted by Nazis, Bielski's group continued to grow. They 
lived in the forests for over two years, and in their camp, they built a school, a hospital, and a nursery. 
As leader of the Bielski partisans, his aim was not to attack railroads and roads that the German Nazis 
were using as supply routes, although there were some such attacks, but to save Jews, who were under 
persecution from the Nazis during the Holocaust.” 



 

 

 

Categories of People From the Holocaust 

 

Perpetrator:  “a person who perpetrates, or commits, an illegal, criminal, or evil act.” 

 

Survivor:  “A person who continues to function or continue to live in spite of opposition or 

hardship.” 

 

Victim:  “A person who suffers from a destructive or injurious action or agency.” 

  

Resister: “To withstand, strive against, or oppose.” 

 

*Above definitions are from Dictionary.com. 

 

 

 

 

Righteous Among the Nations 

The term Righteous Among the Nations was created by Yad Vashem to identify and honor non-

Jews from around the world who risked their own lives to save Jews during the Holocaust. The 

main activities of these people including 1) helping Jews escape from ghettoes, camps, and Nazi 

occupied territories, 2) creating false documents tand identities o help Jews escape, 3) Saving 

children, 4) Hiding Jews in their homes and on their property.  



 

 

 

 (Yad Vashem Holocaust Online Resource Center 

(http://www.yadvashem.org/yv/en/righteous/about.asp, 2014) 
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Unit Two Resources 

 
Lesson 1 Resources 

Resource 2.1a  Hanukah Card 

Resource 2.1b  Cultural references from the song 

	
   Resource 2.1c  Song Lyrics 

 

Lesson 2 & 3 Resource   
	
   Resource 2.2a	
   	
   	
   Lesson Resources (Talk Show) 

Resource 2.2b   Scheinerman article narratives 

Resource 2.2c   Zucker on holiday narratives 

 Resource 2.2c   Maccabees 

 
Lesson 4 Resource  
 Resource 2.4a  Copy of Krovetz L’Purim 

  

Lesson 5 Resource   

Resource 2.5a  Mishneh Torah Ta’anit, Chapter 1 
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Cultural References from the song, “They Tried to Kill Us…” by Sean 
Altman  

 

The Ten Commandments is a 1956 epic film produced and directed by Cecil B. 
DeMille that dramatized the biblical story of the Exodus, in which the Hebrew-
born Moses, an adopted Egyptian prince, becomes the deliverer of 
the Hebrew slaves. It starred Charlton Heston in the lead role as Moses, Yul 
Brynner as his adoptive brother, Pharaoh Ramses II.  

(From Wikipedia) 

The Viet Cong were guerilla members of the Vietnamese Communist 
movement. The American Armed Forces fought against the Viet Cong during the 
Vietnam War from 1959-1975. 

(Adapted from Merriam-Webster Dictionary online.) 

 
Louis Farrakhan Muhammad, Sr. (born 1933) is the leader of the 
mainly African-American religious movement the Nation of Islam (NOI). 
The Southern Poverty Law Center describes Farrakhan as an anti-Semite. Many 
of Farrakhan's comments have been deemed antisemitic by the Anti-Defamation 
League.  

 In 2012, the Simon Wiesenthal Center included some of Farrakhan's 
comments on its list of the Top 10 anti-Semitic slurs of that year. Christopher 
Hitchens once recounted a meeting of the Nation of Islam he attended in 1985 
where Farrakhan said to a cheering audience "and remember jews, when God 
puts you in the oven, it's forever."  Nathan Pearlmutter, then Chair of the Anti-
Defamation League (ADL), referred to Farrakhan as the new "Black Hitler" 
and Village Voice journalist Nat Hentoff also characterized the Nation of Islam 
leader as a "Black Hitler" while a guest on a New York radio talk-show. 

(From Wikipedia) 

 

Ferkakt A Yiddish word whose literal translation is “over-cooked.” It is used 
commonly to mean “gone bad, gone awry, messed up.”  

 

 

	
  



Song Lyrics 
 
“They Tried to Kill Us…” 
by Sean Altman & Rob Tannenbaum 
 
We were slaves to pharaoh in Egypt 
The year was 1492 
Hitler had just invaded Poland 
Madonna had just become a Jew 
Moses was found on the Potomac 
Then he marched with Martin Luther King 
He came back to free us from our bondage 
'Cause S&M has never been our thing  
 
They tried to kill us, we survived, let's eat 
They tried to kill us, we were faster on our feet 
So they chase us to the border 
There's a parting of the water 
Tried to kill us, we survived, let's eat  
 
Then the Pharaoh, who looked like Yul Brynner  
Heard the Jews were trying to escape  
Charlton Heston came right down from the mountain  
He said, "Pharaoh, you're a damn dirty ape"  
The menorah was almost out of oil  
Farrakhan was planning Kristalnacht 
The gefitle fish was nearing extinction 
It looked like Moses and his flock were fehrkakt 
 
They tried to kill us, we survived, let's eat 
They tried to kill us, we were faster on our feet  
And we knew how to resist 
 
'Cause we'd rented Schindler's List  
Tried to kill us, we survived, let's eat 
 
The 10 Egyptian plagues 
1. Blood   
2. Locusts 
3. Boils 
4. Dandruff 
5. Acne 
6. Backne 
7. Indigestion 
8. Sciatica  
9. Cataracts 
10. Sickle cell anemia 
We fled on foot, there was no time to tarry  
Leavening the bread would take too long  
All we had was egg foo yung and matzah  
While battling the fearsome Viet Cong 



And so tonight, we gather to remember  
The ancient Hebrews who paid the price  
We have a Seder, each year in December 
To commemorate our savior, Jesus Christ  
 
They tried to kill us, we survived, let's eat 
They tried to kill us, we were faster on our feet 
So we never did succumb to the annual pogrom 
Tried to kill us, we survived, let's eat 
 
They tried to kill us, we survived, let's eat 
They tried to kill us, we were faster on our feet 
So come on, blow the shofar 
'Cause they haven't nailed us so far 
Tried to kill us, we survived, 

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  



Resources for Lesson 2.2 

Talk Show Assignment 

Introduction:  Every narrative has a hero; who the hero is, is often up for 
interpretation. Even when a narrative is based on historical events, the author 
chooses to tell the story in a way that implies a hero. Jewish tradition provides us 
with many narratives about the Jewish People and their survival through trying 
events. We have many original texts that tell the story of the Jewish People: 
TaNaKh, documents written by chroniclers, Rabbinic retelling of the narratives, 
and modern interpretations. From each of these stories we can infer who the hero 
of each narrative is, or in other words, “Who is responsible for the survival of the 
Jewish People?” How we interpret these narratives can influence our ideas about 
the responsibility we have to actively pursue our own continuity as well as how 
responsible where are to pursue other causes in the world.  

The Assignment: This activity will culminate in a talk-show style interview 
about the question of who is responsible for the redemption and survival of the 
Jewish People.  The talk show, which will take place in the next class session, will 
include four presenters: 1) talk show host, 2) a guest who advocates God is 
responsible, 3) a guest who advocates the Jewish People are responsible, and 4) a 
guest who advocates that survival is a partnership between God and the Jewish 
People. 

You have been assigned to a research team to help prepare one of the following 
four parties:  

1)  The host  

2) Guest advocating God is responsible 

3) Guest advocating the Jewish People are responsible 

4) Guest advocating survival is a partnership between God and the Jewish People 

Please refer to the handout for suggested passages and copies of helpful texts.  

 

  



How to Prepare for the Talk Show 

For the Guests’ Research Teams: 

Use the following guiding questions to help prepare your argument. Remember 
that you not only have to find texts in support of your argument; you should also 
understand the texts that the other guests on the show might use to advance their 
argument. This is not a formal debate, but as on any talk show, you are there to 
present a convincing argument with (textual) evidence to support you.  

Step 1. (30 minutes) 

Assign students to each narrative. Choose a facilitator, a recorder, and a speaker 
to be the guest on the talk show. (These three positions should also be assigned to 
a narrative.) Each group is responsible for studying each text of the narrative to 
ascertain which, if any, texts of that narrative support your position.  

For each text, answer the following questions: 

-­‐ What is the conflict or challenge in the text? What danger do the Jewish 
People face? 

-­‐ Who are the named characters in the text (including God)?  
-­‐ What actions does each of these characters take, if any?  
-­‐ What is the outcome of the actions taken?  
-­‐ Is there an obvious hero in this story? If so, who? (Highlight text that 

supports your opinion.) OR: 
-­‐ Is there any ambiguity about who is the hero? If so, what are the possible 

options? (Highlight text that supports your opinion.) 
-­‐ Compare each text from your narrative. Do the texts tell the story in the 

same way? Did you come up with different answers to any of the above 
questions for each text?  

 

Step 2. (20-30 minutes)  

The facilitator should reconvene the group. Each person/pair should summarize 
their findings. Draw attention to the text you highlighted in support of your 
group’s argument. As a group, answer the following questions. The recorder 
should take notes:  

-­‐ Does any single narrative (all texts of that narrative) fully support your 
argument? If so, which one?  

-­‐ If not, which texts from each narrative support your argument?  



-­‐ Choose 2-3 texts that your presenter will highlight during the talk show. 
-­‐ Do you think another guest might use the same text to support their own 

argument? If so, what will be your response?  
 



Step 3. (10-15 minutes) 

The recorder should type up (or cut and paste) the texts that the presenter will 
use during the talk show. Email the texts to the host’s research team. The 
presenter should practice what they are going to say on the talk show. Members 
of the group should give feedback and suggest ways to improve the presentation. 
Someone from that team will prepare slides that will be projected during the 
show.  

  



Resource 

How to Prepare for the Talk Show 

For the host’s research team: 

In a sense, you have the most challenging job. Do the best you can to become 
familiar with all the texts. Your main job is to figure out an engaging angle to this 
discussion. Think about why this topic is relevant to people today? Why ask this 
question in the first place?  

Step 1. (30 minutes) 

Choose three texts to study - one from each narrative. For those texts, answer the 
questions below. Discuss which of these texts might be used for which arguments.  

-­‐ What is the conflict or challenge in the text? What danger do the Jewish 
People face? 

-­‐ Who are the named characters in the text (including God)?  
-­‐ What actions does each of these characters take, if any?  
-­‐ What is the outcome of the actions taken?  
-­‐ Is there an obvious hero in this story? If so, who? OR: 
-­‐ Is there any ambiguity about who is the hero? If so, what are the possible 

options?  
-­‐ Which argument do you think each text supports?  

 
Step 2. (30 minutes) 

-­‐ Create a title for the show segment. The title should be in the form of a 
question that gets to the heart of the issue. The title should be catchy and 
edgy. It should hook the audience. 

-­‐ Prepare a one minute introduction to the show. Explain the question at 
hand. Explain why you think these three narratives are important when 
exploring the question.  

-­‐ Prepare three questions that you will ask each guest. The first question 
should be on the peshat level. The second on the drash level. The third on 
a midrash level, asking the guest to explain their own interpretation. Make 
the intro catchy.  

-­‐ Prepare one to two questions that the host will pose to the audience. These 
questions should ask the audience to relate the issue to their own lives. 
They should get at the issue of how identifying the hero might affect their 
identity and sense of responsibility.  
 

Step 3. (10 -15 minutes)  



Prepare a slide show to be used for the show. The slide show should be very 
simple. Include: a title slide, slides with the texts from each group, and a slide 
with the questions that you will be asking the audience.   

 

 
 



Holiday Narratives Source Texts  

PASSOVER NARRATIVE - Passover Haggadah – Maggid section 

Exodus 1:8-15:22  

Suggested passages: 4:1, 10; 14: 11-12; 14:15-17, 21-22; 14:28-29; 15:1-4;  

Babylonian Talmud, Sotah 36b-37a 

The rabbis discuss a “behind the scenes” look at the moment when the Israelites 
are standing at the Sea of Reeds:  

 At that time Moses was engaged for a long while in prayer, so the Holy One 
Blessed be God said to him, ‘My beloved ones are drowning in the sea and you 
prolong prayer before Me?!’  

Moses replied to God, ‘Lord of the Universe, what else is there in my power to 
do?’  

 God replied to him, ‘Tell the Israelites to go forward. And you lift up your 
rod and hold out your arm…’ [Exodus 14:115-16]. For that reason Judah was 
worthy to be made the ruling power in Israel, as it is said: ‘Judah became God’s 
sanctuary, Israel his dominion’ [Psalm 114:2]. Why did Judah become God’s 
sanctuary and Israel his dominion? ‘Because the sea saw (him) and fled’ [Psalm 
114:3).  

ESTHER NARRATIVE - Book of Esther  

Suggested passages: Esther 4:1-5; 7:1-6; 9:5;  

HANUKKAH NARRATIVE - Maccabees I 

 Suggested passages: 2:33-38; 2:39-41; 7:39-50;  

Maccabees II 

 Suggested passages:  1:10-17; 15:25-27, 30, 33, 35-36 

BT Shabbat 21b 

What is the reason for Chanukah? For our Rabbis taught: On the 25th of Kislev 
begin the days of Chanukah, which are 8, during which lamentation for the dead 
and fasting are forbidden. For when the Greeks entered the Temple, they defiled 
all the oils in it, and when the Hasmonean dynasty prevailed against and defeated 
them, they (the Hasmoneans) searched and found only one cruse of oil which 



possessed the seal of the High Priest, but which contained sufficient oil for only 
one day’s lighting; yet a miracle occurred there and they lit (the lamp) for 8 days.   



	
  

Narratives of the Jewish People as told on ____________  (Holiday)      

This is a suggested template for students to use on their computer or on a class wiki or 
other memory-sharing online space. 

 

 Narrative Text 
#1 

Narrative Text 
#2 

Narrative Text 
#3 

Source of text:     

Biblical/Apocryphal/Rabbinic?  

 

  

What was the problem or 
challenge faced by the Jewish 
People? 

 

 

 

  

What was the Jewish People’s 
role? 

   

What was God’s role?     

Who is the hero?    

What is the story telling us 
about… 

   

The Jewish People’s 
relationship with God? 

   

The responsibilities and 
obligations of the Jewish 
People? 

   

How does this narrative affect 
your personal sense of 
connection with, and 
responsibility to identity the 
Jewish people, non-Jews, and 
God?  
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Unit Three Resources 

 
Lesson 1 Resources 

Resource 3.1a  Film scenes worksheet 

Resource 3.1b  Film Lesson Clips 

 

Lesson 2 Resources  
 Resource 3.2a  Found poetry instructions 

 Resource 3.2b  Found poetry peer assessment 
 

Lesson 3 Resources 
 Resource 3.3a  Tyndall Reading  

 Resource 3.3b  Museum Assignment 

 
Lesson 4 Resources  
 Resource 3.4a  Night Words – 1st 12 pages of the Intro 

  

 
 
 

 

 
 
	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

Film	
  Scenes	
  Worksheet	
  

	
  



Clip	
  #1:	
  Scene	
  at	
  concentration	
  camp	
  

Jot	
  down	
  some	
  images,	
  dialogue,	
  and	
  actions	
  that	
  stand	
  out	
  to	
  you	
  from	
  this	
  scene:	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
Who	
  are	
  the	
  Jewish	
  character(s)	
  in	
  this	
  scene?	
  On	
  a	
  scale	
  of	
  0	
  –	
  10,	
  0	
  being	
  “weak,	
  passive,	
  victim”,	
  and	
  
10	
  being	
  “strong,	
  active,	
  heroic”,	
  rate	
  the	
  Jewish	
  character(s)	
  in	
  this	
  scene.	
  	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  	
  	
  0	
  -­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐1-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐2-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐3-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐4-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐5-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐6-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐7-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐8-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐9-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐10	
  
	
  
	
  
Discuss	
  the	
  following	
  questions	
  with	
  your	
  group:	
  
	
  

1. How	
  did	
  you	
  rate	
  the	
  Jewish	
  prisoner	
  on	
  the	
  0-­‐10	
  scale	
  above?	
  	
  
2. Did	
  you	
  notice	
  any	
  other	
  Jewish	
  characters	
  in	
  the	
  scene?	
  If	
  so,	
  who	
  and	
  what	
  did	
  you	
  rate	
  them?	
  
3. Does	
  the	
  main	
  Jewish	
  character	
  in	
  this	
  scene	
  have	
  any	
  choices	
  or	
  make	
  any	
  decisions?	
  	
  
4. The	
  last	
  words	
  spoken	
  at	
  the	
  end	
  of	
  this	
  scene	
  are,	
  “How	
  strange.”	
  What	
  do	
  you	
  think	
  is	
  strange	
  

about	
  this	
  scene,	
  if	
  anything?	
  	
  
	
  

	
  

	
   	
  



Film	
  Scenes	
  Worksheet	
  

	
  

Clip	
  #2:	
  Scene	
  in	
  Ghetto	
  

Jot	
  down	
  some	
  images,	
  dialogue,	
  and	
  actions	
  that	
  stand	
  out	
  to	
  you	
  from	
  this	
  scene:	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
What	
  are	
  the	
  Jewish	
  characters	
  doing	
  in	
  this	
  scene?	
  On	
  a	
  scale	
  of	
  0	
  –	
  10,	
  0	
  being	
  “weak,	
  passive,	
  victim”,	
  
and	
  10	
  being	
  “strong,	
  active,	
  heroic”,	
  rate	
  the	
  Jewish	
  character(s)	
  in	
  this	
  scene.	
  	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  	
  	
  0	
  -­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐1-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐2-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐3-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐4-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐5-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐6-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐7-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐8-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐9-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐10	
  
	
  
	
  
Discuss	
  the	
  following	
  questions	
  with	
  your	
  group:	
  
	
  

1. What	
  is	
  happening	
  in	
  this	
  scene?	
  How	
  do	
  the	
  Jews	
  react?	
  
2. How	
  did	
  you	
  rate	
  the	
  characters	
  on	
  the	
  scale	
  above?	
  

	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  

	
   	
  



Film	
  Scenes	
  Worksheet	
  

	
  

Clip	
  #3:	
  Scene	
  in	
  Forest	
  

Jot	
  down	
  some	
  images,	
  dialogue,	
  and	
  actions	
  that	
  stand	
  out	
  to	
  you	
  from	
  this	
  scene:	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
What	
  are	
  the	
  Jewish	
  characters	
  doing	
  in	
  this	
  scene?	
  On	
  a	
  scale	
  of	
  0	
  –	
  10,	
  0	
  being	
  “weak,	
  passive,	
  victim”,	
  
and	
  10	
  being	
  “strong,	
  active,	
  heroic”,	
  rate	
  the	
  Jewish	
  character(s)	
  in	
  this	
  scene.	
  	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  	
  	
  0	
  -­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐1-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐2-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐3-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐4-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐5-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐6-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐7-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐8-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐9-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐10	
  
	
  
	
  
Discuss	
  the	
  following	
  questions	
  with	
  your	
  group:	
  
	
  

1. What	
  are	
  the	
  Jewish	
  characters	
  doing	
  in	
  this	
  scene?	
  On	
  a	
  scale	
  of	
  0	
  –	
  10,	
  0	
  being	
  “weak,	
  passive,	
  
victim”,	
  and	
  10	
  being	
  “strong,	
  active,	
  heroic”,	
  rate	
  the	
  Jewish	
  character(s)	
  in	
  this	
  scene.	
  	
  

2. At	
  the	
  end	
  of	
  the	
  third	
  clip,	
  the	
  little	
  boy	
  asks	
  about	
  the	
  leader,	
  “Is	
  he	
  Jewish?”	
  Why	
  do	
  you	
  
think	
  he	
  asks	
  that	
  question?	
  	
  
	
  

	
  

	
   	
  



Film	
  Scenes	
  Worksheet	
  

	
  

Clip	
  #34:	
  	
  Scene	
  on	
  Battlefield	
  

Jot	
  down	
  some	
  images,	
  dialogue,	
  and	
  actions	
  that	
  stand	
  out	
  to	
  you	
  from	
  this	
  scene:	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
What	
  are	
  the	
  Jewish	
  characters	
  doing	
  in	
  this	
  scene?	
  On	
  a	
  scale	
  of	
  0	
  –	
  10,	
  0	
  being	
  “weak,	
  passive,	
  victim”,	
  
and	
  10	
  being	
  “strong,	
  active,	
  heroic”,	
  rate	
  the	
  Jewish	
  character(s)	
  in	
  this	
  scene.	
  	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  	
  	
  0	
  -­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐1-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐2-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐3-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐4-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐5-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐6-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐7-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐8-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐9-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐10	
  
	
  
	
  
Discuss	
  the	
  following	
  questions	
  with	
  your	
  group:	
  
	
  

1. What	
  are	
  the	
  Jewish	
  characters	
  doing	
  in	
  this	
  scene?	
  On	
  a	
  scale	
  of	
  0	
  –	
  10,	
  0	
  being	
  “weak,	
  passive,	
  
victim”,	
  and	
  10	
  being	
  “strong,	
  active,	
  heroic”,	
  rate	
  the	
  Jewish	
  character(s)	
  in	
  this	
  scene.	
  	
  

2. What	
  are	
  some	
  of	
  the	
  differences	
  between	
  the	
  way	
  the	
  Jew(s)	
  in	
  the	
  first	
  two	
  clips	
  from	
  film	
  
Schindler’s	
  List	
  are	
  depicted	
  compared	
  to	
  the	
  final	
  two	
  clips	
  from	
  the	
  film	
  Defiance?	
  
	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  



Scenes from “Schindler’s List” 

Universal Pictures / Amblin Entertainment 1993 

Directed by: Steven Spielberg 

 

Depicting Jews as helpless victims 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=veztNJQyRJg 

In this tense moment, a factory worker making metal hinges is tested by the SS Commander 
Amon Goeth. In record time, the man produces a perfect working hinge. But Goeth is 
disappointed by the fact that in several hours of work, the man has produced so few hinges. He 
takes him outside to kill him, only to have his gun jam several times. He wants to kill this man so 
badly, but he is unable to, yet still treats him like he is nothing. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_6lrPI1r_9w 

In this extended sequence, set to an alternate soundtrack of classical music, The liquidation of 
the Krakow ghetto from Schindler’s List is full of powerful imagery depicting senseless violence 
against Jewish people, treating them as helpless, powerless victims.  

 

Scenes from “Defiance” 

Paramount Vantage / Paramount Pictures 2008 

Directed by: Edward Zwick 

 

Depicting Jews as strong and resilient in the face of oppression and war. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7CEYqIjhTHs 

In this emotional scene, Daniel Craig as Tuvia Bielski speaks to those who have managed to 
escape persecution at the hands of Nazi Germany and speaks of the importance of work and 
welcomes those people into the community. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CZrA-i6kOdc 

In this action packed sequence, the partisan fighters, led by the Bielski brothers, show 
tremendous strength and courage to take on a German squad and a tank in the fight of their 
lives to defeat their oppression.  



	
  	
  

	
  	
  Found Poetry on Holocaust Testimony Assignment 

 

Step 1: Choose a theme related to the Holocaust that is important to you such as 
hope, resistance, or survival. Find a piece of testimony or literature that relates to 
your theme. Examine the testimony or literature to understand the writer or 
speaker’s message and personal experience. Create a found poem that communicates 
the message.  

Step 2: Follow the instructions on “How to Write a Found Poem” from the 
ReadWriteThink.org website.  

Step 3: On a separate piece of paper, write 1 paragraph explaining your poem – why 
you chose and organized the words/phrases as you did. Make sure to tell us your 
source. The rest of your paragraph should explain the idea or message behind why 
you chose and arranged as you did. 

	
  



	
  

	
  

www.ReadWriteThink.org

Found Poem Instructions

1. Carefully re-read the prose text you have chosen, and look for 50–100 words that stand
out in the prose passage. Highlight or underline details, words and phrases that you find
particularly powerful, moving, or interesting. Note especially examples that reflect your
loving feelings or loving feelings of the subject of the prose text.

2. On a separate sheet of paper, make a list of the details, words and phrases you underlined,
keeping them in the order that you found them. Double space between lines so that the
lines are easy to work with. Feel free to add others that you notice as you go through the
prose piece again.

3. Look back over your list and cut out everything that is dull, or unnecessary, or that just
doesn’t seem right for a poem about love. Try to cut your original list in half.

4. As you look over the shortened list, think about the tone that the details and diction con-
vey. The words should all relate to love, since you are creating a love poem. Make sure
that you have words that communicate your emotions or those of the person in the prose
text.

5. Make any minor changes necessary to create your poem. You can change punctuation and
make little changes to the words to make them fit together (such as change the tenses,
possessives, plurals, and capitalizations).

6. When you’re close to an edited down version, if you absolutely need to add a word or two
to make the poem flow more smoothly, to make sense, to make a point, you may add up
to two words of your own. That’s two (2) and only two!

7. Read back over your edited draft one more time and make any deletions or minor
changes.

8. Check the words and choose a title—is there a better title than “Found Poem”?

9. Copy the words and phrases into your journal or type them in a word processor. Space or
arrange the words so that they’re poem-like. Pay attention to line breaks, layout, and other
elements that will emphasize important words or significant ideas in the poem.

• Read aloud as you arrange the words! Test the possible line breaks by pausing
slightly. If it sounds good, it’s probably right.

• Arrange the words so that they make a rhythm you like. You can
space words out so that they are all alone
or allruntogether.

• You can also put
key
words
on lines by themselves.

• You can shape the entire poem so that it’s wide or tall or shaped like an object
(say a heart?).

• Emphasize words by playing with boldface and italics, different sizes of letters,
and so forth.

10. At the bottom of the poem, tell where the words in the poem came from.
For example,

Instructions adapted from “Found and Headline Poems” from Getting the Knack: 20 Poetry Writing
Exercises by Stephen Dunning and William Stafford.



Peer Assessment Sheet for Found Poetry 

 

Instructions: Study your partner’s found poem and complete the following assessment 
form.  

 

Category Positive Feedback Specific Suggestions for 
Improvement 

Clear focus on 
Theme: 
_______________ 

 
 
 
 

 

Use of details and 
imagery 

 
 
 
 

 

Logical progression or 
sequence 

 
 
 
 

 

Clear, consistent tone  
 
 
 

 

 



	
  

Holocaust Museum Assignment 

Assignment: Use one of the following museum websites or search for another on your 
own. Make sure the website you choose provides the information necessary to complete 
the assignment.  

On a scale from 1 to 10, 1 being purely particularistic and 10 being purely universalistic, 
how would you rate the philosophy and approach of this museum? Provide evidence for 
your determination using at least one example from each of the following:   

• Name of Museum:  
• Mission Statement:  
• Major Exhibits and Experience 
• Educational Materials available 

 

Jerusalem Yad Vashem - 
Holocaust Martyrs' and Heroes Remembrance Memorial    
WWW.YADVASHEM.ORG 
 

Los Angeles, CA Museum of the Holocaust 
WWW.LAMOTH.ORG 
 

Los Angeles, CA Simon Wiesenthal Center 
WWW.WIESENTHAL.COM 
 

Los Angeles, CA USC Shoah Foundation Institute for Visual History and Education 
WWW.SFI.USC.EDU 
 

St. Louis, MO Holocaust Museum and Learning Center 
WWW.HMLC.ORG 
 

New York Anne Frank Center 
WWW.ANNEFRANK.COM 
 

Chicago, IL Illinois Holocaust Museum and Education Center 
WWW.ILHOLOCAUSTMUSEUM.ORG 

	
  

	
  



	
  

-
u

I_
fc
I

Se
co
nd

W
or
ld

W
ar.
I:
Vo
lu
nt
ee
rin
g
an
d
Its

Ro
le
in
Zi
on
ist

an
d
Yi
sh
uu

Po
Iin

(H
eb
re
w
).
Je
ru
sa
le
m
: Y
ad
Y
iiz
ha
k
Be
n
Zv
i.

G
el
be
r,
Yo
av
.
19
81
.
Je
wi
sh
Pa
le
sti
ni
an

Vo
lu
nt
ee
rin
g
in
th
e
Br
iti
sh
A
rm
y
du
rin
g
the

Se
co
nd

W
or
ld
W
ar.

II:
Th
e
St
ru
gg
le
fo
r a

Je
wi
sh
A
rm
y
(H
eb
re
w
).
Je
ru
sa
le
m
:
ta
d

Y
ilz
ha
k
Be
n
Zv
i.

G
ol
db
er
g
(G
os
he
n)
Zv
i.
19
47
—
8.
‘M
au
ril
iu
s’
(H
eb
re
w
).
M
ib
(fn
in
r,
12
: 7
8—

97
.

K
ra
nz
le
r,
D
av
id
.
19
88
. J
ap
an
es
e,
N
az
is
an
d
Je
ws
:
Th
e
Je
wi
sh
Re
fu
ge
e
Co
m
m
un
ity

if
Sh
an
gh
ai
19
38
-4
94
5.
H
ob
ok
en
, N

J:
K
ta
v.

M
ar
do
r,
M
or
de
ch
ai
. 1
96
6.
H
ag
an
ah
. N
ew

Y
or
k
N
ew

A
m
er
ic
an
Li
br
ar
y.

C
H
A
FI
tR
Si
x

01
cr
,
D
al
ia
an
d
H
.
W
ein
er.

19
96
.
Th
e
De
ad

En
d
Jo
ur
ne
y:

Th
e
Tr
ag
ic
St
or
y
of
the

Kl
ad
oi
jo
-S
ab
ac
Gr
ou
p.
La
nh
ai
n:
U
ni
ve
rs
ity
Pr
es
s
of
A
m
er
ic
a.

—
.
19
90
. E
sc
ap
in
g
th
e H
ol
oc
au
st:
ill
eg
al
bm
ni
gr
at
io
n
to
th
e
La
nd
of
Isr
ae
l,
19
39
—
19
44
.

N
ew

Yo
rk
an
d
O
xf
or
d:
O
xf
or
d
U
ni
ve
rs
ity
Pr
es
s.

M
EM

O
R
Y
,A
U
TH
EN
TI
C
IT
Y
A
N
D

Pi
lo
t,
G
en
ev
ie
ve
. 1
99
5.
Th
e
M
au
i-i
ll u
s.
Sh
ek
ei.
Po
rt
Lo
ui
s:
V
iz
av
i.

Sh
ab
ta
i,
Ya
ak
ov
.
19
72
.
‘T
he
jo
ur
ne
y
to
M
au
ril
iu
s’
,
in

Un
cle

&
re
tz

Ta
ke
q

R
EP
LI
C
A
TI
O
N
O
F
TH
E
SH
O
A
H
IN

M
er
ha
vi
a:
Si
fri
at
Po
al
im
(H
eb
re
w
).

W
ei
nr
yb
, l
ila
za
t 1
98
5—

7.
H
ist
or
ic
al
Th
in
ki
ng
: A

Co
lle
cti
on
of
Es
sa
ys
in
th
e
Ph
ilo
so
ph
y

1
N4
US
EU
I’W

IS
H
ist
or
y
I—
it.
(H
eb
re
w
).
Te
l-A
vi
v:
Th
e
O
pe
n
U
ni
ve
rs
ity
.

Zw
ei
g,
Ro
n.
19
81
.’T
he
Br
iti
sh
co
lo
ni
al
O
ffi
ce
an
d
im
m
ig
ra
tio
n
in
to
Pa
le
sti
ne
un
dc
r

th
e
W
hi
te
Pa
pe
r’.
(H
eb
re
w
).
H
az
io
nu
t,
7:
29
2—

32
3.

Zw
er
gb
au
m
, A
le
xa
nd
er
. 1
96
0.
‘T
he
M
au
rit
iu
s
af
fa
ir’
. Y
ad
Va
sh
em
St
ud
ie
s,
4:
19
1—

25
7.

D
EF
EN
SI
vE

TO
O
LS

O
F
TH
E
N
A
T
IO
N
1

A
nd
re
a
Ty
nd
all

H
ist
or
ic
al
(re
)p
re
se
nt
at
io
n
(in
th
is
ca
se
th
e
st
or
y
of
th
e
Sh
oa
h
as
re
nd
er
ed

in
m
us
eu
m
s)
is
no
ta
rt
fo
ri
ts
ow
n
sa
ke
, n
or
fo
rm
di
vo
rc
ed
fro
m
co
nt
en
t,

no
rm
et
ho
d
w
ith
ou
t
m
ea
ni
ng
.I
ti
s,
ra
th
er
,a
s
W
al
te
r
Be
nj
am
in
su
gg
es
ts,

ab
ou
ta
rt
as
th
e
po
lit
ic
al
(B
en
ja
m
in
,1
98
5:
22
4)
.

Fl
ow
,
th
en
,
m
ay
w
e
ex
am
in
e
H
ol
oc
au
st
m
us
eu
m
s
in
te
rm
s
of
th
ei
r

ed
uc
at
iv
e
m
an
da
te
an
d
fu
nc
tio
n?
Th
is
‘p
ol
iti
cs
’t
ha
tB
en
ja
m
in
w
rit
es
of
in

‘th
e
ag
e
of
m
ec
ha
ni
ca
lr
ep
ro
du
ct
io
n’

is
no
ta
te
rm

of
re
pr
oa
ch
bu
tr
at
he
r

an
in
vi
ta
tio
n
to
ex
am
in
e
te
ch
no
lo
gy

(B
en
ja
m
in
’s
‘m
ec
ha
ni
ca
l
re
pr
od
uc

tio
n’
)
an
d
th
e
w
or
ki
ng
s
of
hi
st
or
y/
m
em
or
y
up
on

th
e
po
lis
:
th
e
id
ea
lis
ed

sta
te
an
d
its
co
ns
tru
ct
ed

m
yt
ho
s.
It
is
m
y
co
nt
en
tio
n
th
at
hi
st
or
y
(a
s

re
m
em
be
re
d
in
m
us
eu
m
s)
is
ar
t
as
m
uc
h
as
a
m
et
ho
d,
an
d,
fu
rth
er
,t
ha
t

ed
uc
at
io
n
ab
ou
tt
he
Sh
oa
h
(a
nd
ge
no
ci
de
) i
sp
ol
iti
ca
l.

Th
e
m
ai
n
ar
gu
m
en
ts
of
th
is
es
sa
y
wi
ll
be
in
tro
du
ce
d
by
br
ie
fly
ex
pl
or

in
g
th
eo
re
tic
al
an
d
hi
sto
ric
al
iss
ue
sc
on
ce
rn
in
g
au
th
en
tic
ity
, e
vi
de
nc
e,
an
d

th
e
pu
rp
os
e
an
d
fu
nc
tio
n
of
H
ol
oc
au
st
m
us
eu
m
s
in
ge
ne
ra
l.
Th
en
,e
xa
m

pl
es
fro
m
sp
ec
ifi
c
m
us
eu
m
s
(Y
ad
V
as
he
m
,T
he
U
ni
te
d
St
at
es
H
ol
oc
au
st

M
em
or
ia
l M
us
eu
m
,a
nd
th
e
A
nn
e
Fr
an
k
H
ou
se
)w
ill
be
di
sc
us
se
d
in
re
la

tio
n
to
th
e
co
ns
tru
ct
io
n
an
d
m
ai
nt
en
an
ce
of
na
tio
na
l m
yt
hs
th
at
un
de
rp
in

th
eir
re
pr
es
en
ta
tio
n
of
th
e
tra
ge
dy
.I
n
th
at
th
e
pr
es
en
ta
tio
n
of
co
nt
en
t c
an

no
tb
e
se
pa
ra
te
d
fro
m
th
e
fo
rm

in
w
hi
ch
it
is
pr
es
en
te
d,
pa
rti
cu
la
ra
tte
n

tio
n
w
ill
be
gi
ve
n
to
th
e
m
iss
io
n
of
th
es
e
m
us
eu
m
s
as
ed
uc
at
io
na
lc
en
tre
s.

Th
is
es
sa
y
co
nc
lu
de
s
by
m
ak
in
g
so
m
e
co
nn
ec
tio
ns
be
tw
ee
n
th
e
va
lu
es
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IA
nd
re
a
Ty
nd
all

pr
om
ot
ed
in
H
ol
oc
au
st
ed
uc
at
io
n
an
d
va
lu
es
th
at
se
rv
e
po
lit
ic
al
ne
ed
si
n

an
in
cr
ea
sin
gl
y
un
ify
in
g
tra
ns
-n
at
io
na
l
w
or
ld

(p
ar
tic
ul
ar
ly

a
un
ifi
ed

Eu
ro
pe
an
an
d
W
es
te
rn
on
e)
.S
uc
h
a
w
or
ld
po
se
s
ne
w
ch
al
le
ng
es
to
co
n

ce
pt
s
of
m
em
or
y,
au
th
en
tic
ity
, a
nd
hi
sto
ric
al
na
rra
tiv
es
.M

or
eo
ve
r,
in
lig
ht

of
‘O
pe
ra
tio
n
En
du
rin
g
Fr
ee
do
m
’
an
d
‘O
pe
ra
tio
n
Ira
qi
Fr
ee
do
m
’,
I h
av
e

ad
de
d
a
po
st
sc
rip
t
th
at
qu
es
tio
ns
th
e
le
ss
on
s
le
ar
ne
d
fro
m
th
e
pa
st
an
d

th
e
re
la
tio
ns
hi
p
be
tw
ee
n
H
ol
oc
au
st
ed
uc
at
io
n
an
d
th
e
po
lit
ic
s
of
ac
tio
n

th
at
fa
ce
us
in
th
e
w
ar
ag
ai
ns
t t
er
ro
ris
m
(a
nd
ge
no
ci
de
).

M
y
pu
rp
os
e,
th
er
ef
or
e,
is
to
ex
am
in
e
th
e
fo
rm

th
ro
ug
h
w
hi
ch
in
st
itu

tio
ns
en
vi
sa
ge
an
d
im
pl
em
en
t
th
ei
rn
at
io
na
l,
an
d
th
us
hi
sto
ric
,f
un
ct
io
n.

W
e
ca
nn
ot
se
pa
ra
te
m
us
eu
m
s
fro
m
pu
bl
ic
lif
e
an
d
ar
gu
e
th
at
th
e
so
cia
l

fu
nc
tio
n
of
su
ch
ar
ti
si
ts
ae
sth
et
ic
pe
rf
or
m
an
ce
.

T
he
or
et
ic
al
an
d
H
is
to
ri
ca
l I
ss
ue
s

In
20
00
in
A
m
ste
rd
am
,a
fe
w
bl
oc
ks
aw
ay
fro
m
th
eA
nn
e
Fr
an
k
H
ou
se
,t
he
re

w
as
an
ex
hi
bi
tio
n
of
pa
in
tin
gs
by
th
e
D
ut
ch
ar
tis
tR
on
al
d
O
ph
ui
s.
Th
is
cx
lii

bi
tio
n
ca
us
ed
qu
ite
a s
tfr
, a
nd
ga
lle
ry
vi
sit
or
s p
hy
sic
al
ly
at
ta
ck
ed
on
ep
ai
nt
in
g

tit
led

‘B
irk
en
au

I’.
H
er
e
w
as
as
er
ies

of
pa
in
tin
gs
th
at
de
pi
ct
ed
th
e
m
os
t b
ru

tal
,
sa
di
sti
c
sc
en
es

of
se
xu
al
ab
us
e
an
d
to
rtu
re
,
m
isc
ar
ria
ge
s,
ho
m
o-
an
d

he
tm
-e
ro
tic
vi
ol
en
ce
an
d,
se
lf-
in
fli
cte
d
m
ut
ila
tio
n.
Im
ag
es
of
br
ea
sts
,p
en
ise
s,

bl
oo
d,
an
d
ga
ng
ra
pe
lin
ed
th
e
w
al
ls
of
th
e
Ca
le
rie
de
Pr
ak
tij
k.
So
m
e
of
th
e

pa
in
tin
gs
re
pr
es
en
te
d
th
e
da
rk
et
ho
s o
fw
nc
en
tra
tio
n
ca
m
p
lif
e.
In
on
e
su
ch

pa
in
tin
g,
on
e
in
m
at
e
sta
nd
s
be
hi
nd
an
ot
he
i
w
ho
se
pa
nt
s
ar
e
pu
lle
d
do
w
n,

an
d
th
ru
sts
str
aw

in
to
hi
sb
ot
to
m
.I
n
an
ot
he
r,
tw
o
Je
w
sr
ap
e
a w
om
an
on
th
e

flo
or
of
a
ba
rra
ck
s.
A
lre
ad
y
vi
ct
im
ise
d
by
th
e
N
az
is
as
aJ
ew
, s
he

is
no
w
vi
c

tim
ise
d
by
m
en

as
a
w
om
an
.A

ll
sc
en
es
,
th
e
ar
tis
tc
lai
m
s
(d
e
Vo
lk
sk
ra
nt
,
12

Se
pt
em
be
r
20
00
)
w
er
e
ta
ke
n
fro
m
au
to
bi
og
ra
ph
ic
al
w
rit
in
gs
of
lif
e
in
th
e

ca
m
ps
.L
us
t,
pa
ss
io
n,
ag
gr
es
sio
n,
an
d
ha
tre
d
tu
rn
ed
vi
ct
im
si
nt
o
pe
rp
et
ra
to
rs
.

O
ph
ui
s’
sw
or
ld
is
a b
ru
ta
lo
ne
, w
he
re
ev
er
yo
ne

is
do
in
g
it
to
ev
er
yo
ne
;v
io

len
ce
an
d
ev
il
ar
e
all
pe
rv
as
iv
e,
an
d
se
em

ty
pi
ca
l m
od
es
of
st
at
em
en
t

O
ph
ui
s,
a
Ro
m
an
Ca
th
ol
ic
fro
m
Li
rn
bu
rg
, s
ay
s
th
at
it
is
th
e
im
ag
e
of

Je
su
s
‘s
uf
fe
rin
g
in
ag
on
y’
th
at
m
ov
ed
hi
m
as
a
ch
ild
,w
hi
ch
no
w
in
sp
ire
s

hi
s
pa
in
tin
gs
of
th
e
H
ol
oc
au
st.
‘T
he
w
ay

I s
ee
it’
, h
e
to
ld
a
st
un
ne
d
D
ut
ch

au
di
en
ce
(C
on
ce
rtg
eb
ou
w
,A
m
ste
rd
am
: M

ar
ch
20
01
),
‘I
pa
in
t t
he
sto
rie
s o
f

th
e
ne
w
bi
bl
e.’

A
bi
bl
e
in
w
hi
ch
‘v
ict
im
s
sh
ou
ld
no
tb
e
ho
ly
.’

Th
e
ar
tis
td
es
cr
ib
ed
hi
s
m
et
ho
d
of
re
pr
od
uc
in
g
th
e
pa
st.
Fi
rs
t,
he
ge
ts

an
id
ea
an
d
qu
ic
kl
y
sk
et
ch
es
it
on

A4
pa
pe
r.
Th
en
,
he
go
es
to
a
ca
sti
ng

ag
en
ta
nd
hi
re
s
ac
to
rs
an
d
m
od
el
s
to
re
-e
na
ct
hi
s
id
ea
s
in
th
e
fle
sh
.T
he
y

pl
ay
ou
t
hi
s
cl
os
e
re
ad
in
g
of
th
e
te
xt
fi
ft
i
six
ty
,p
er
ha
ps
se
ve
nt
y
tim
es
,

w
hi
le
he
ph
ot
og
ra
ph
s
th
em

fro
m
di
ff
er
en
t
an
gl
es
.
H
e
th
en

se
le
ct
s
th
e

ph
ot
og
ra
ph
s
he
lik
es
be
st
an
d
pa
in
ts
fro
m
th
os
e
im
ag
es
.

P
d
m
n

T
r
n
r
rn
rn
Ic
.
n
hi
c
k
cl
Is
rn
rl
e
T
I.
,
f
l
r
n
,,
i
.,
o
d
n
.n
J
u.
n
C
n.
.n
d
II
O
Q
Q
\
L1
,.,
f

M
em
or
y,
A
ut
he
nt
ic
ity
an
d
Re
pl
ica
tio
n
of
th
e
S
li
h
11
13

pe
rp
et
ra
to
rs
an
d
vi
ct
im
s.
Th
is
gr
ey
zo
ne
th
at
Le
vi
w
rit
es
of
is
th
e
sp
ac
e

be
tw
ee
n
pe
rs
ec
ut
or
s
an
d
vi
ct
im
s.
It
is
th
e
sp
ac
e
w
he
re
‘v
ict
im
s’
be
co
m
e
so

de
m
or
al
ise
d
th
at
th
ey
be
co
m
e
pe
rp
et
ra
to
rs
in
or
de
r
to
su
rv
iv
e.
H
ow

ca
n

th
is
be
un
de
rs
to
od
an
d
re
pr
es
en
te
d
in
th
e
pr
es
en
t?
‘
.
.
.
on
e
is
ne
ve
r
in

an
ot
he
r’s
pl
ac
e.
Ea
ch
in
di
vi
du
al
is
so
co
m
pl
ex
th
at
th
er
e
is
no
po
in
ti
n
h
y

in
g
to
fo
re
se
e
hi
s
be
ha
vi
or
,a
ll
th
e
m
or
e
so
in
ex
tre
m
e
sit
ua
tio
ns
;n
or

is
it

po
ss
ib
le
to
fo
re
se
e
on
e’
so
w
n
be
ha
vi
or
.’
(L
ev
i,
19
89
:6
0)
. I
n
O
ph
ui
s’
sr
ep
ro

du
ct
io
ns
,t
he
re
is
no
gr
ey
.T
he
vi
ct
im
s
ar
e
co
m
pl
et
el
y
bl
ac
k.

Ev
er
sin
ce
H
an
na
h
A
re
nd
t
w
ro
te
ab
ou
t
th
e
Ju
de
nr
at
in
Ei
eh
m
an
n
in

Jer
usa
lem

(A
re
nd
t,
19
94
),
th
e
vi
ct
im

as
pe
rp
et
ra
to
rh
as
no
tb
ee
n
a
co
m
fo
rt

ab
le
im
ag
e.
By
pu
bl
ic
st
an
da
rd
s,
so
m
e
re
pr
es
en
ta
tio
ns
ar
e
w
ro
ng

—
in
th
is

ca
se
O
ph
ui
s’
s
—
be
ca
us
e,
as
it
is
no
td
ee
m
ed

as
an
im
ag
e
of
id
eo
lo
gi
ca
lly

de
fin
ed

su
ffe
rin
g,
it
w
as
de
em
ed

an
in
au
th
en
tic

re
pr
od
uc
tio
n
of
th
e

Sh
oa
h
an
d
th
er
ef
or
e
in
ap
pr
op
ria
te
as
a
re
pr
es
en
ta
tio
n
(a
tl
ea
st,
by
so
m
e

in
th
e
N
et
he
rla
nd
s)
.

A
ut
he
nt
ic
ity
an
d
Ev
id
en
ce

Th
e
de
ba
te
ov
er
au
th
en
tic
ity

is
on
e
of
de
gr
ee
s,
an
d
is
a
qu
es
tio
n
of
in
te
r

pr
et
at
io
n,
no
te
xa
ct
itu
de
.I
sa
ut
he
nt
ic
ity
th
e
cl
ea
re
st
pr
in
t,
th
e
ea
rli
es
tn
ar

ra
tiv
e,
th
e
cl
os
es
t
th
in
g
to
‘fa
ct’

as
w
e
kn
ow

it?
Is
au
th
en
tic
ity

se
pa
ra
te

fro
m
us
,o
r i
s
au
th
en
tic
ity
th
e
im
ag
e,
th
e
na
rr
at
iv
e
th
at
be
st
co
rr
es
po
nd
s

to
ou
rv
ie
w
s
th
at
ar
e
ev
er
ch
an
gi
ng
an
d
ev
er
be
co
m
in
g?

It
co
ul
d
be
ar
gu
ed
th
at
a
re
pr
od
uc
tio
n
an
d
an
or
ig
in
al
w
or
k
of
ar
t,
or

an
ev
en
t
an
d
its
re
pr
od
uc
tio
n,
or
an
ar
tis
tic
re
pr
od
uc
tio
n
of
a
hi
sto
ric
aL

ev
en
t—

su
ch

as
D
el
ac
ro
ix
’s
Li
be
rty

Le
ad
in
g
th
e
Pe
op
le
(1
83
0)
or
Pi
ca
ss
o’
s

G
ue
rn
ic
a
(1
93
9)

—
ar
e
no
tt
he
sa
m
e
th
in
gs
an
d
th
us
in
co
m
pa
ra
bl
e,
an
d
of

un
eq
ua
lv
al
ue
.B
ut
im
ag
es
do
be
co
m
e
ak
in
d
of
cu
rr
en
cy
un
to
th
em
se
lv
es
.

Th
ey
al
so
be
co
m
e
a
pa
rt
of
th
e
ec
on
om
y
of
sig
ns
.R
ep
ro
du
ct
io
n,
as
A
nd
y

W
ar
ho
ls
o
cl
ea
rly
de
m
on
st
ra
te
d
tim
e
an
d
ag
ai
n,
is
so
m
uc
h
m
or
e
th
an

a
m
er
e
re
fle
ct
io
n
or

a
m
irr
or
in
g
of
so
m
et
hi
ng
th
at
al
re
ad
y
ex
ist
s.
A
rt
an
d

re
al
ity
sh
ar
e
ad
yn
am
ic
re
la
tio
ns
hi
p:
ar
tr
ef
le
ct
s
m
em
or
y
an
d
ar
tb
ec
om
es

ou
r
m
em
or
y
Ar
t a
nd
m
em
or
y
ar
e
m
ul
ti-
di
m
en
si
on
al
,l
ay
er
ed
,a
nd
of
te
n

fin
d
th
ei
r b
ea
ut
y
an
d
de
pt
h
in
co
nf
lic
tin
g
el
em
en
ts.

Be
nj
am
in
of
fe
rs
so
m
e
so
lu
tio
ns
to
th
e
pr
ob
le
m
s
su
rr
ou
nd
in
g
th
e
re
la

tio
ns
hi
p
be
tw
ee
n
re
pr
od
uc
tio
n
an
d
re
al
ity
th
ro
ug
h
hi
s
po
st
ur
in
g
of
em
o

tio
ns
as
an
im
po
rta
nt
co
m
po
ne
nt
of
au
th
en
tic
ity
.
In

Th
e
A
rc
ad
es
Pr
oj
ec
t

(1
99
9)
,h
e
of
fe
rs
tw
o
el
em
en
ts
w
ith
im
pl
ic
at
io
ns
fo
rm
y
stu
dy
.

Th
e
fir
st
el
em
en
ti
sB
en
ja
m
in
’s
su
rre
al
ist
re
ad
in
g
of
th
e
fa
nt
as
y
co
nt
en
t

of
ev
er
yd
ay

lif
e.
Li
ke
th
e
su
rre
al
ist
,h
e
se
es
cu
ltu
re
as
su
ffu
se
d
w
ith

th
e

di
re
ct
st
at
em
en
to
f t
he
un
co
ns
ci
ou
s.
W
ish

fu
lfi
llm
en
ta
nd
re
pr
es
si
on

ar
e

in
te
gr
al
to
th
e
pr
oc
es
se
s
of
ex
ch
an
ge
an
d
di
st
rib
ut
io
n.
Th
e
m
ar
ke
ti
s
no
t

I.
.
,

.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
C
..
.
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A
,,d
na

Ty
nd
all

M
em
or
y,
A
ut
he
nt
ic
ity
an
d
Re
pl
ica
tio
n
of
th
e
Sh
oa
h
11
15

Se
co
nd
ly
, B
en
ja
m
in
as
se
rts
th
at
cu
ltu
re
ca
n
be
de
dp
he
re
d.
H
e
sp
ea
ks

of
th
is
in
te
rm
s
of
‘a
w
ak
en
in
g
an
d
re
m
em
be
rin
g’
(B
en
ja
m
in
,
19
99
:
58
).

W
hi
le
it
is
un
cl
ea
r i
n
Be
nj
am
in
’s
an
al
ys
is
w
ha
t w
e
ar
e
aw
ak
en
in
g
to
an
d

re
m
em
be
rin
g,
w
ha
ti
s a
pp
ar
en
t t
hr
ou
gh
hi
s
ap
pr
oa
ch

is
th
at
au
th
en
tic
ity

sh
ou
ld
no
tb
e
pe
rc
ei
ve
d
as
a
pr
od
uc
t,
bu
tr
at
he
r u
nd
er
st
oo
d
as
a p
ro
ce
ss
.

Th
e
re
pr
es
en
ta
tio
n
of
th
e
‘H
ol
oc
au
st’
(a
so
pp
os
ed
to
th
e
ev
en
t i
tse
lf)

is
lo
ca
te
d
in
ah
ist
or
ic
al
ly
ch
an
gi
ng
co
ns
te
lla
tio
n
of
el
em
en
ts,
an
d
it
ha
sm
ul

tip
le
de
fin
iti
on
s
th
at
ar
e
sh
ap
ed

an
d
de
fin
ed

(a
nd

un
de
rs
to
od
)
in
a

so
ci
al
/p
ol
iti
ca
l/c
ul
tu
ra
l c
on
te
xt
.

Pe
op
le
co
m
e
to
m
us
eu
m
s
to
fin
d
st
at
em
en
t f
or
th
ei
r
un
co
ns
ci
ou
s
an
d

th
ei
r f
an
ta
sie
s.
A
nd
pl
ac
es
, l
ik
e
m
us
eu
m
s,
m
us
t d
is
to
rt
tim
e
an
d
sp
ac
e
to

pr
od
uc
e
th
e
ill
us
io
n
of
an
ex
tra
or
di
na
ry
ex
pe
rie
nc
e

—
an
‘e
cs
ta
sy
’ o
f e
xp
e

rie
nc
e

—
fo
r
th
e
vi
sit
or
(R
itz
er
an
d
Li
sk
a,
19
97
:1
08
—
9).
In
fa
ct,
‘T
he
cl
os
er

th
at
lif
e
in
th
e
to
ur
ist
re
so
rts
co
m
es

to
re
se
m
bl
e
th
e
pu
re
pl
ay
fo
rm
, t
he

m
or
e
w
ill
to
ur
ist
s f
lo
ck
to
vi
sit
’
(R
oj
ek
an
d
U
rry
,1
99
7:
12
).

In
W
as
hi
ng
to
n
D.
C.
, a

to
ur
ist
’s
ad
m
iss
io
n
tic
ke
t
to
th
e
U
ni
te
d
St
at
es

H
ol
oc
au
st
M
em
or
ia
l M

us
eu
m
(U
SH
M
M
)
is
de
si
gn
ed
to
lo
ok
lik
e
a
pa
ss

po
rt.
In
sid
e
ar
e
th
e
na
m
e,
pi
ct
ur
e
(if
av
ai
la
bl
e)
, a
nd
im
po
rta
nt
hi
gh
lig
ht
s

of
th
e
lif
eo
f a
pe
rs
on
w
ho
su
rv
iv
ed
or
di
ed
du
rin
g
th
e
H
ol
oc
au
st.
Th
e
vi
c

tim
’s
st
or
y
un
fo
ld
s
as
th
e
to
ur
is
t w
al
ks
th
ro
ug
h
th
e
hi
gh
ly
st
ru
ct
ur
ed
di
s

pl
ay
s
fro
m
th
e
fo
ur
th
flo
or
to
th
e
fir
st.
In
be
tw
ee
n,
to
ur
ist
s
ca
n
do
th
in
gs

lik
e
w
al
k
th
ro
ug
h
an
‘a
ut
he
nt
ic
’ c
at
tle
ca
ro
r s
ta
nd
in
sid
e
a
‘re
al’
ba
rra
ck
s.

Th
is
w
ou
ld
ha
rd
ly
se
em

lik
e
a
pl
ac
e
to
sp
en
d
a
La
zy
Su
nd
ay
af
te
rn
oo
n,
or

m
ot
iv
at
e
a
fa
m
ily

ex
cu
rs
io
n.
Ye
ts
til
l
th
ey
co
m
e.
Th
ou
sa
nd
s
up
on
th
ou

sa
nd
s
co
m
e
to
th
es
e
lit
tle
sh
op
s
of
ho
rr
or
ev
er
y
da
y.
Th
ey
pa
y,
th
ey
le
ar
n,

th
ey

lo
ok
,
an
d
th
ey
bu
y
so
uv
en
irs
.
Th
ei
r
cu
fl
os
it
bu
yi
ng

ha
bi
ts,
an
d

em
ot
io
na
l v
ul
ne
ra
bi
lit
y
to
th
e
na
rr
at
iv
e
pr
es
en
te
d,
in
pa
rt,
be
sto
w
le
gi
ti

m
ac
y
up
on

th
e
in
st
itu
tio
n.

Pe
op
le
br
in
g
to
su
ch

sit
es
m
en
ta
l
im
ag
es

fro
m
bo
ok
s,
ed
uc
at
io
n,

m
ov
ie
s,
te
le
vi
sio
n,
pe
rs
on
al
m
em
or
ie
s,
an
d
fa
nt
as
ie
s.
H
ist
or
ic
al
co
n

sc
io
us
ne
ss
is
he
av
ily
co
ns
tru
ct
ed

by
cu
ltu
re
.
To
kn
ow

th
e
st
or
y
of
th
e

Sh
oa
h,
it
is
th
ou
gh
t,
is
no
tt
o
fa
ll
vi
ct
im

to
re
pe
at
in
g
it.
It
is
th
e
sto
ry
of

w
ho
w
e
w
er
e
bu
t a
lso

of
w
ho
w
e
ar
e
no
w
. ‘
A
ut
he
nt
ic
ity
do
es
no
t e
xi
st
in
a

va
cu
um
, i
ti
s
sp
un

fro
m
th
e
tim
es
in
w
hi
ch

it
is
co
ns
ta
nt
ly
re
di
sc
ov
er
ed

an
d
re
to
ld
. A
ut
he
nt
ic
ity

is,
in
pa
rt,
de
te
rm
in
ed
by
th
e
ev
id
en
ce
de
em
ed
as

ap
pr
op
ria
te
’
(A
do
rn
o,
19
98
: 4
—
6).

Th
e
st
an
da
rd
of
ev
id
en
ce

is
no
t
ab
so
lu
te
. I
n
w
es
te
rn
so
ci
et
ie
s,
w
he
n

w
e
th
in
k
of
ev
id
en
ce
w
e
m
ig
ht
im
ag
in
e
so
m
eo
ne
gi
vi
ng
or
al
te
sti
m
on
y

in
a
co
ur
t
be
fo
re
w
hi
ch
th
ey
ha
ve
sw
or
n
to
‘te
ll
th
e
tru
th
,
th
e
w
ho
le

tru
th
,
an
d
no
th
in
g
bu
t
th
e
tru
th
.’
Cr
im
in
ol
og
ist
s
ag
re
e,
ho
w
ev
er
,
th
at

ey
ew
itn
es
s
te
st
im
on
y
is
us
ua
lly

no
t
th
e
m
os
t
ac
cu
ra
te
ev
id
en
ce
.
M
or
e

re
lia
bl
e,
pe
rh
ap
s,
ar
e
w
rit
te
n
do
cu
m
en
ts
. T
he
se
ca
n
be
an
yt
hi
ng
fro
m
an

of
fic
ial
te
xt
(d
ee
m
ed
to
be
am
on
g
th
e
m
os
t r
el
ia
bl
e
so
ur
ce
s
in
of
fic
ia
l s
et-

In
de
al
in
g
w
ith

th
e
H
ol
oc
au
st,
ho
w
ev
er
,
th
is
st
an
da
rd

of
ev
id
en
ce

is
tu
rn
ed
on
its
he
ad
.S
in
ce
m
an
y
‘o
ffi
cia
l’
G
er
m
an
an
d
ot
he
rE
ur
op
ea
n
do
c

um
en
ts
w
er
e
de
st
ro
ye
d
du
e
to
th
e
ra
va
ge
so
fw
ar
, a
nd
be
ca
us
e
do
cu
m
en
ts

fro
m
th
e
Ax
is
sid
e
(e
sp
ec
ia
lly
,
bu
t
no
t
ex
cl
us
iv
el
y)
ar
e
no
t
gi
ve
n
hi
gh

m
ar
ks
fo
r
‘te
lli
ng
th
e
tru
th
’,
ot
he
r
so
ur
ce
s
of
do
cu
m
en
ta
tio
n
ar
e
us
ed

to
co
ns
tru
ct
H
ol
oc
au
st
na
rr
at
iv
es
in
m
us
eu
m
s.

M
os
t
H
ol
oc
au
st
m
us
eu
m
s
ar
e
no
t
au
th
en
tic

pl
ac
es
un
to
th
em
se
lv
es
,

al
th
ou
gh

th
ey
m
ig
ht
co
nt
ai
n
ite
m
s
th
at
ar
e.
In
H
ol
oc
au
st
m
us
eu
m
s,
all

ty
pe
s
of
ev
id
en
ce
ar
e
us
ed
to
su
pp
or
tt
he
au
th
en
tic
ity

of
th
e
in
sti
tu
tio
n’
s

na
rra
tiv
e.
A
pi
le
of
ol
d
sh
oe
s
te
sti
fie
st
o
ar
ou
nd
-u
p,
a
ta
tte
re
d
pi
ec
e
of
fa
b

tic
au
th
en
tic
at
es
th
e
w
or
k
ex
pe
rie
nc
e
of
aw
ea
re
rf
ro
m
lo
ng
ag
o,
ap
ic
tu
re

of
am
an
gl
ed
,s
ut
ur
ed
br
ea
st
se
rv
es
as
w
itn
es
s
to
th
e
te
rr
or
ex
pe
rie
nc
ed
at

th
e
ha
nd
s
of
M
en
ge
le
.T
he
sto
ry
is
sh
ow
n
as
th
e
to
ur
is
tw
al
ks
do
w
n
th
e

ha
lls
of
th
e
m
us
eu
m
or
st
ud
en
ts
re
ad
th
e
st
or
y
in
ab
oo
k,
ac
ce
nt
ua
te
d
w
ith

co
lo
rp
ho
to
gr
ap
hs
of
th
e
sh
oe
s,
th
e
cl
ot
h,
an
d
th
e
bo
dy
.

A
ny
su
ch
ob
je
ct
is
au
th
en
tic

in
Be
nj
am
in
’s
te
rm
s
be
ca
us
e
its
un
iq
ue

ex
ist
en
ce
is
ba
se
d
in
its
‘h
ist
or
ic
al
te
sti
m
on
y.
’I
t i
si
m
bu
ed
w
ith
th
e
m
ag
ic

of
ha
vi
ng
be
en
th
er
e
(B
en
ja
m
in
,1
98
5:
21
5)
.O
r,
to
qu
ot
e
A
do
rn
o:
‘T
he
de
f

in
iti
on
of
ar
ti
s a
te
ve
ry
po
in
ti
nd
ic
at
ed
by
w
ha
ta
rt
on
ce
w
as
,b
ut
it
is
le
gi
t

irn
at
ed
on
ly
by
w
ha
ta
rt
be
ca
m
e
w
ith
re
ga
rd
to
w
ha
ti
tw
an
ts
to
,a
nd
pe
r

ha
ps
ca
n,
be
co
m
e’
(A
do
rn
o,
19
98
: 4
).

T
he
Fu
nc
tio
n
of
M
us
eu
m
s

Ev
id
en
ce
in
m
us
eu
m
si
sa
rr
an
ge
d
in
vi
su
al
se
tti
ng
st
ha
ta
tte
st
an
d
su
pp
or
t

ce
rta
in
co
nc
lu
sio
ns
.I
ts
ho
ul
d
be
re
m
em
be
re
d
th
at
w
hi
le
ev
er
yt
hi
ng

in
th
e

w
or
ld
is
on

di
sp
la
y,
no
t
ev
er
yt
hi
ng

is
in
a
m
us
eu
m
.T
he
re

is
a
se
le
ct
io
n

pr
oc
es
sa
tw
or
k
th
at
su
pp
or
ts
an
ov
er
-a
rc
hi
ng
id
eo
lo
gy
.B
ut
in
th
e
en
d,
no

m
at
te
rw
ha
tt
he
in
te
nt
is,
it
ha
s
to
ho
ld
at
te
nt
io
n.
Th
e
pl
ot
is
al
w
ay
s
ve
t

te
d
an
d
m
ad
e
in
te
re
sti
ng
.

In
a
m
us
eu
m
,h
ist
or
y
is
ar
t,
it
is
ep
iso
di
c:
th
er
e
is
a
re
le
nt
le
ss
ly
ris
in
g

te
ns
io
n,
ex
qu
isi
te
ly
tid
y
di
sc
ov
er
y
an
d
re
ve
rs
al
,p
er
fe
ct
ly
re
so
lv
ed
dr
am
a.

M
us
eu
m
s
ar
e
ve
ry
m
uc
h
st
ru
ct
ur
ed
al
on
g
th
e
lin
es
of
th
e
m
od
em

no
ve
l.

Bu
t
w
ho

is
th
e
na
rr
at
or
in
th
e
m
us
eu
m
?
W
ho

is
m
ak
in
g
th
e
se
le
ct
io
n,

th
ro
ug
h
w
ho
se
ey
e
do
w
e
se
e
th
e
sto
ry
?
Th
e
an
sw
er
s
ar
e
co
m
pl
et
el
y

bu
rie
d
in
th
e
tex
t.

O
n
on
e
ha
nd
,
in
so
m
e
w
ay
s
H
ol
oc
au
st
m
us
eu
m
s
se
rv
e
as
a
ki
nd

of
sp
ac
e
fo
r
co
lle
ct
iv
e
Je
w
ish

m
ou
rn
in
g.
Th
ey

tel
l
th
e
sto
ry
of
a
pa
rti
cu
la
r

pe
op
le
,a
nd
at
te
m
pt
to
m
ak
e
th
at
sto
ry
un
iq
ue
.H
ol
oc
au
st
m
us
eu
m
s
al
so

fu
nc
tio
n
si
m
ul
ta
ne
ou
sl
y
as
ga
th
er
in
g
pl
ac
es
fo
r
a
m
as
s
au
di
en
ce
.
Th
is

en
ta
ils
fu
lfi
lli
ng
fu
nc
tio
ns
as
na
tio
na
lm
on
um
en
ts
,t
ou
ris
ta
ttr
ac
tio
ns
,a
nd

ed
uc
at
io
na
l
ce
nt
re
s.
Fo
r
th
is,

a
un
iv
er
sa
l
ap
pr
oa
ch

is
ne
ce
ss
ar
y.
In
th
is
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6

An
dr
ea
Ty
nd
all

M
em
or
y,
A
nt
he
nt
ic
ity
an
d
Re
pl
ica
tio
n
of
tiw

Sh
un

Ii
11
17

m
or
e J
ew
ish
, t
he
les
s i
t w
ill
be
se
en
as
a
so
ci
al
ly
re
le
va
nt
iss
ue
. T
hi
s d
ia
le
c

tic
ha
s
be
en
th
e
co
re
iss
ue
sin
ce
th
e
in
ce
pt
io
n
of
th
e
fir
st
H
ol
oc
au
st
m
us
e

um
(N
ut
ki
ew
ic
z,
19
99
).

M
ic
ha
el
Be
re
nb
au
m
, f
or
m
er
di
re
ct
or
of
th
e
U
SH
M
M
, d
ef
en
ds
th
e
un
i

ve
rs
al
ist
ic
na
tu
re
of
th
e
A
m
er
ic
an
m
us
eu
m
. H
e
se
es
th
e
m
us
eu
m
’s
m
is

sio
n
as
‘to

tel
l t
he
st
or
y
of
th
e
H
ol
oc
au
st
in
su
ch
a
w
ay
th
at
it
w
ou
ld
re
s

on
at
e
no
t
on
ly
w
ith

th
e
su
rv
iv
or
in
N
ew

Yo
rk
an
d
hi
s
ch
ild
re
n
in
Sa
n

Fr
an
ci
sc
o,
bu
t w
ith

a
bl
ac
k
le
ad
er
fro
m
A
tla
nt
a,
a
M
id
w
es
te
rn
fa
rm
er
, o
r a

N
or
th
ea
st
er
n
in
du
str
ia
lis
t’
(F
la
nz
ba
um
, 1
99
9:
5)
.

In
re
sp
on
se
, A
lv
in
Ro
se
nf
el
d

—
an
d
m
an
y
ot
he
rs

—
ha
ve
la
m
ba
ste
d
th
e

id
ea
th
at
th
e
m
em
or
y
of
th
e
H
ol
oc
au
st
sh
ou
ld
be
bu
ilt
up
on

un
iv
er
sa
l

th
em
es
.
In
‘T
he
A
m
er
ic
an
iz
at
io
n
of
th
e
H
ol
oc
au
st’
,
Ro
se
nf
el
d
w
on
de
rs

‘h
ow
an
y
sto
ry
of
th
e
cr
im
es
of
th
e
N
az
i e
ra
ca
n
re
m
ai
n
fa
ith
fu
l t
o
th
e
sp
e

cif
ic
fe
at
ur
es
of
th
os
e
ev
en
ts
an
d
at
th
e
sa
m
e
tim
e
ad
dr
es
s
co
nt
em
po
ra
ry

A
m
er
ic
an

so
cia
l
an
d
po
lit
ic
al
ag
en
da
s’
.
H
e
qu
es
tio
ns
w
he
th
er
th
e
m
in

gl
in
g
of
su
ch

‘v
er
y
di
ff
er
en
t
hi
sto
ric
al
ex
pe
rie
nc
es
’
tra
ns
fo
rm
s
th
e

H
ol
oc
au
st
in
to
an
‘e
m
pt
y
an
d
all
bu
t m
ea
ni
ng
le
ss
ab
str
ac
tio
n’
(R
os
en
fe
ld
,

19
95
: 3
6)
.

Y
eh
ud
a
Ba
ue
r,
fo
rm
er
di
re
ct
or

of
th
e
In
te
rn
at
io
na
l
In
st
itu
te
fo
r

H
ol
oc
au
st
Re
se
ar
ch

Ya
d
V
as
he
m
,
ha
s
cl
ai
m
ed

in
th
e
pa
st
th
at
a
m
ix
ed

m
em
or
ia
l w
ou
ld
‘s
ub
m
er
ge
th
e
sp
ec
ifi
c
Je
w
ish

tra
ge
dy
in
th
e
ge
ne
ra
l s
ea

of
su
ffe
rin
g’
. I
n
th
e
pu
bl
ic
m
in
d,
he
co
nc
lu
de
s,
th
e
te
rm

H
ol
oc
au
st
ha
s

be
co
m
e
fla
tte
ne
d
in
an
y
ca
se
(B
au
er
, 1
98
0:
42
).
In
re
ce
nt
ye
ar
s,
he
ha
s s
hi
ft

ed
hi
s
vi
ew

sli
gh
tly
,
ac
kn
ow
le
dg
in
g
th
e
ge
no
ci
de

of
ot
he
r
gr
ou
ps
.
In

Re
th
in
ki
ng
th
e
Ho
lo
ca
us
t (
20
01
),
he
ste
ps
ba
ck
fro
m
hi
s p
re
vi
ou
s
sta
nc
e
an
d

cr
ac
ks
th
e
do
or
op
en

by
ag
re
ei
ng

to
th
e
be
ne
fit
of
a
m
or
e
co
m
pa
ra
tiv
e

an
al
ys
is
of
ge
no
ci
de
.

Th
is
de
ba
te
on
th
e
m
ea
ni
ng
an
d
pu
rp
os
e
of
th
e
H
ol
oc
au
st
sh
ap
es
an
d

un
de
rp
in
s
th
e
in
sti
tu
tio
ns
’
au
th
or
ity

in
th
e
fie
ld
of
ed
uc
at
io
na
l
cu
rr
ic
u

lu
m
. T
he
se
m
us
eu
m
-m
em
or
ia
ls
st
an
d
at
th
e
fo
re
fr
on
t o
f f
un
di
ng
m
aj
or

re
se
ar
ch
pr
oj
ec
ts,
or
ga
ni
si
ng
in
te
rn
at
io
na
l c
on
fe
re
nc
es
, a
s w
el
l a
s
se
rv
in
g

as
m
aj
or
ar
ch
iv
e
de
po
si
to
rie
s
an
d
ce
nt
re
s
of
cu
rr
ic
ul
um

pr
od
uc
tio
n.
Th
e

m
us
eu
m
ca
nn
ot
be
se
pa
ra
te
d
fro
m
th
e
cl
as
sr
oo
m
. T
he
na
rr
at
iv
e
of
on
e
is

th
e
po
in
t o
f d
ep
ar
tu
re
of
th
e
ot
he
t

Ja
m
es
Y
ou
ng
w
ro
te
th
at
m
em
or
y
is
ne
ve
r s
ha
pe
d
in
a
va
cu
um
; m
ot
iv
es

of
m
em
or
y
ar
e
ne
ve
r p
ur
e
(Y
ou
ng
, 1
99
3:
2).
In
or
de
r f
or
an
ev
en
t t
o
ta
ke
a

pe
rm
an
en
t p
la
ce
in
hi
sto
ry
te
xt
bo
ok
s o
r m
us
eu
m
s,
it
m
us
t b
e
ac
ce
pt
ed
by

bo
th
pr
of
es
sio
na
ls
an
d
th
e
ge
ne
ra
l a
ud
ie
nc
e
as
au
th
or
is
ed
, o
r i
n
Th
om
as

K
uh
n’
s
ph
ra
se
, ‘
no
rm
at
iv
e’
(K
uh
n,
19
96
).
H
ow

a
hi
sto
ric
al
ev
en
t i
s ‘
pa
ck

ag
ed
’,
an
d
th
en
ul
tim
at
el
y
‘b
ou
gh
t’
as
no
rm
at
iv
e
or
au
th
or
is
ed

is
co
m
pl
ex
.

G
ov
en
m
w
nt
s
an
d
et
hn
ic
an
d
na
tio
na
l g
ro
up
s
ar
e
se
ns
iti
ve

to
ho
w
th
ei
r

st
or
y
is
po
rtr
ay
ed
in
fic
tio
n,
re
po
rta
ge
, a
nd

sc
ho
la
rs
hi
p.
Th
ey
ar
e
so
m
e

tim
es
w
ill
in
g
Lo
us
e
ex
tra
or
di
na
ry
m
ea
ns
to
st
op
a r
ep
re
se
nt
at
io
n
of
th
em

se
lv
es
th
at
is
no
t t
o
th
ei
r a
pp
ro
va
l t
hr
ou
gh
ce
ns
or
sh
ip
, l
ies
, v
io
le
nc
e,
an
d

In
Im
ag
in
ed

Co
m
m
un
iti
es
,
Be
ne
di
ct
A
nd
er
so
n
(1
99
1)
em
ph
as
ise
s
th
e

im
ag
in
ed
na
tu
re
of
na
tio
na
lis
m
.H
e
ar
gu
es
th
at
na
tio
na
lis
m
is
a
un
iq
ue
ly

m
od
em

ph
en
om
en
on
,w
hi
ch
cr
ea
te
s
a
ne
w
co
ns
ci
ou
sn
es
s.
H
e
al
so
su
g

ge
sts
th
at
na
tio
na
lis
m
is
so
m
et
im
es
in
ve
nt
ed

to
ov
er
co
m
e
pe
rc
ei
ve
d
in
ju
s

tic
es
an
d
m
ob
ili
se
co
m
m
un
iti
es
ag
ai
ns
t s
uc
h
in
ju
sti
ce
s.
O
fc
ou
rs
e,
on
e
el
e

m
en
tc
rit
ic
al
to
th
e
co
ns
tru
ct
io
n
of
a
na
tio
na
l i
m
ag
e
is
th
at
ci
tiz
en
s
fin
d

ev
id
en
ce
fo
r t
he
ir
se
ns
e
of
na
tio
n
in
th
e
le
ge
nd
s
an
d
m
yt
hs
ou
t o
f w
hi
ch

na
tio
na
li
de
nt
ity

is
co
ns
tru
cl
ed

(o
r,
to
us
e
A
nd
er
so
n’
s
te
rm
, i
m
ag
in
ed
).

Th
e
ru
lin
g
cla
ss
es
,
A
nt
on
io
G
ra
m
sc
i
w
ro
te
in

Th
e
Pr
iso
n
No
teb
oo
ks

(1
97
1)
,r
ul
e
be
ca
us
e
th
ey
m
ak
e
th
ei
ri
nt
er
es
ts
se
em

‘n
at
ur
al
’a
nd
un
iv
er
al

ist
. H
e
de
ve
lo
pe
d
th
e
no
tio
n
of
‘h
eg
em
on
y’
th
at
ex
pl
ai
ns
ho
w
th
e
ru
lin
g

cla
ss
es
us
e
po
lit
ic
al
an
d
m
ili
ta
ry
co
nt
ro
l t
o
m
ai
nt
ai
n
po
w
er
, w
hi
le
em
pl
oy

in
g
cu
ltu
ra
lm
ea
ns
to
ex
pr
es
s
th
ei
r r
ig
ht
to
th
at
po
w
er
.

W
he
n
w
e
co
ns
id
er
th
e
na
tu
re
an
d
fu
nc
tio
ns
of
m
us
eu
m
si
n
ge
ne
ra
l,
w
e

m
ay
re
co
gn
ise
an
d
ac
kn
ow
le
dg
e
th
ei
r e
du
ca
tiv
e
pu
rp
os
e,
bu
tt
hi
st
en
ds
to

be
as
ub
te
xt
of
am

or
e
ex
pl
ic
it
in
te
nt
to
co
lle
ct
an
d
pr
es
er
ve
pa
rti
cu
la
r c
ul

tu
rn
!a
rti
fa
ct
s
an
d
ic
on
s.
Th
us
, f
or
ex
am
pl
e,
th
e
m
ai
n
tex
to
f a
n
in
st
itu
tio
n,

su
ch
as
th
e
Br
iti
sh
M
us
eu
m
, m
ay
be
pr
es
en
te
d
in
a
ne
ut
ra
lg
ui
se
as
th
e

pr
ot
ec
to
ra
nd
re
st
or
er
of
w
or
ld
an
tiq
ui
tie
s,
cu
rio
sit
ie
s,
an
d
ar
tif
ac
ts.
At
th
e

sa
m
e
tim
e,
ho
w
ev
er
,a
nd

as
pa
rt
of
th
e
m
us
eu
m
’s
ed
uc
at
iv
e
fu
nc
tio
n
in

th
e
cr
ea
tio
n
of
cu
ltu
ra
lc
ap
ita
l,
th
er
e
is
a m

as
ki
ng
of
w
es
te
rn
‘c
iv
ili
za
tio
n’
s’

he
ge
m
on
y,
an
d
pi
lla
gi
ng

of
do
m
in
at
ed
cu
ltu
re
s
so
as
to
se
cu
re
th
e
ar
ti

fa
cts
an
d
pr
ov
e
ot
he
r (
re
ad
‘le
ss
er
’)
cu
ltu
re
s’
de
bt
an
d
in
de
bt
ed
ne
ss
.

It
is
so
m
ew
ha
td
iff
er
en
ti
n
th
e
ca
se
of
m
us
eu
m
s
an
d
m
em
or
ia
ls
de
di

ca
te
d
to
th
e
ev
en
tk
no
w
n
as
‘T
he
H
ol
oc
au
st’
.H
er
e,
ar
gu
ab
ly
,t
he
te
xt
an
d

su
bt
ex
t o
fm
us
eu
m
s a
re
re
ve
rs
ed
in
th
at
th
e
pr
im
ar
y
pu
rp
os
e
is
ed
uc
at
iv
e,

an
d
th
is,
in
tu
rn
, i
s s
er
ve
d
by
th
e
pu
rp
os
ef
ul
se
le
ct
io
n
an
d
pr
es
er
va
tio
n
of

re
co
rd
s
an
d
ar
tif
ac
ts
to
su
pp
or
t
an
ed
uc
at
io
na
l
ag
en
da
.
If
w
e
ac
kn
ow
l

ed
ge
th
at
th
e
m
us
eu
m
s
an
d
m
em
or
ia
ls
of
th
e
H
ol
oc
au
st
ha
ve
ta
ke
n
on

a
fu
lly
le
gi
tim
ise
d
fu
nc
tio
n
as
ed
uc
at
io
na
l
in
st
itu
tio
ns
,
th
en
w
e
ca
n,
an
d

sh
ou
ld
,l
eg
iti
m
at
el
y
as
k
qu
es
tio
ns
re
ga
rd
in
g
th
ei
r
cu
rr
ic
ul
um
,m
et
ho
ds
,

an
d
m
ea
ns
of
pr
es
en
ta
tio
n
an
d
th
ei
r s
oc
io
-p
ol
iti
ca
li
nt
en
t.
In
ot
he
rw
or
ds
,

w
e
ne
ed
to
re
co
ns
id
er
th
es
e
pl
ac
es
as
ed
uc
at
io
na
li
ns
tit
ut
io
ns
w
ith
sp
ec
if

ic
so
ci
al
,c
ul
tu
ra
l,
ec
on
om
ic
,a
nd
na
tio
na
l a
ge
nd
as
.

Th
e
M
us
eu
m
s

Th
e
m
et
ho
do
lo
gy
es
po
us
ed
by
th
e
Je
ru
sa
le
m
-b
as
ed
H
ol
oc
au
st
m
em
or
ia
l

m
us
eu
m
Ya
d
V
as
he
m
is
ve
ry
m
uc
h
in
ac
co
rd
w
ith

its
cl
ea
rly

es
ta
bl
ish
ed

po
lit
ic
al
in
te
nt
.T
he
pr
ob
le
m
is
th
at
th
e
po
lit
ic
al
an
d
id
eo
lo
gi
ca
li
nt
en
tio
ns

ar
e
ob
sc
ur
ed
in
th
e
cl
ai
m
s
of
un
iv
er
sa
l a
ut
ho
rit
y,
sc
ho
la
rly
pr
ee
m
in
en
ce
,

ar
ch
iv
al
do
m
in
an
ce
, a
nd
rig
ht
eo
us
ne
ss
as
re
ga
rd
s
th
e
Je
w
ish

H
ol
oc
au
st,

an
d
th
e
Je
w
ish

p
y
n
er
ip
n
rp
in
rn
Jn
o
n
l

;.
.

I,



	
  

r

11
8

A
nd
re
a
Ty
nd
all

an
d
de
fi
ne
r
of
th
e
H
ol
oc
au
st
an
d
ho
w
it
is
ta
ug
ht
(T
ab
ak
in
, 1
99
7:
6)
.T
he

fo
llo
w
in
g
is
a
qu
ot
e
fr
om

a
M
id
V
as
he
m
M
ag
az
in
e
ar
tic
le
(A
pr
il
19
96
)h
ea
d

lin
ed
,‘
10
0,0
00
st
ud
en
ts
an
d
te
ac
he
rs
an
nu
al
ly
w
ill
at
te
nd
co
ur
se
s
in
th
e

fir
st
In
te
rn
at
io
na
lS
ch
oo
l f
or
H
ol
oc
au
st
St
ud
ie
s’
:

Ya
d
V
as
he
m
’s
Sc
ho
ol
fo
r
th
e
H
ol
oc
au
st
St
ud
ie
s
ha
s
a
re
m
ar
ka
bl
e
re
co
rd
.

H
ou
se
d
in
ex
tre
m
el
y
cr
am
pe
d
qu
ar
te
rs
,
th
e
Sc
ho
ol

is
cu
rr
en
tly

en
ga
ge
d
in

in
te
ns
iv
e
ed
uc
at
io
na
lw
or
k
in
six
di
ff
er
en
t l
an
gu
ag
es
fo
rv
ar
io
us
ta
rg
et
po
pu

lal
io
ns
.A
n
an
nu
al
to
ta
l o
fm
or
e
th
an
40
,0
00
Is
ra
el
ih
ig
h-
sc
ho
ol
st
ud
en
ts
stu
dy

th
e
hi
st
or
y
of
th
e
H
ol
oc
au
st
an
d
po
nd
er
its
di
lem

m
as
;o
ve
r 2
0,
00
0
so
ld
ie
rs
fro
m

th
e
Is
ra
el
iD
ef
en
ce
Fo
rc
e
in
ve
st
ig
at
e
Fl
ol
oc
au
st
re
la
te
d
co
nc
ep
ts
su
ch
as
ra
ds
m

an
d
iso
la
tio
n;
an
d
se
ve
ra
l
th
ou
sa
nd

te
ac
he
rs
an
d
ed
uc
at
or
s
fro
m
bo
th
fo
rm
al

an
d
in
fo
rm
al
ed
uc
at
io
na
le
st
ab
lis
hm
en
ts
in
Is
ra
el
an
d
ab
ro
ad
ar
e
in
st
ru
ct
ed
by

th
eS
ch
oo
l’s
ex
pe
rt
sta
ff
of
fo
rty
on
le
ac
hi
ng
m
et
ho
ds
an
d
m
at
er
ia
ls
.T
hi
s i
st
he

on
ly
sc
ho
ol
in
th
e
w
or
ld
th
at
tra
in
s
te
ac
he
rs
of
H
ol
oc
au
st
st
ud
ie
s,
of
fe
rin
g
a
fu
ll

tw
el
ve
-m
on
th
en
ric
hm
en
tp
ro
gr
am
. T
he
sta
ff
of
th
e
lib
ra
ry
an
d
pe
da
go
gi
c
ce
n

tre
ha
s
gu
id
ed
nu
m
er
ou
s
au
th
or
s,
di
gn
ita
rie
s
an
d
re
se
ar
ch
er
s
in
th
e
m
uL
tip
le

co
ni
pl
ex
iti
ec
of
H
ol
oc
au
st
re
se
ar
ch
(la
d
Va
sh
em
M
ag
az
in
e,
19
96
: 5
).

Fi
ve
ye
ar
s
af
te
r
th
is
ar
tic
le
w
as
pu
bl
is
he
d,
th
at
nu
m
be
r
ha
s
gr
ow
n
to

ov
er

10
0,
00
0
st
ud
en
ts
an
d
50
,0
00

so
ld
ie
rs
an
nu
al
ly
,
w
ho

at
te
nd
p
ro

gr
am
m
es
ho
st
ed
by
la
d
V
as
he
m
.

Si
nc
e
its
in
ce
pt
io
n
in
19
53
by
an

ac
t
of
th
e
Is
ra
el
i
K
ne
ss
et
,
th
er
e
ha
s

be
en

a
st
ro
ng
se
ns
e
of
co
nf
or
m
ity
an
d
un
an
im
ity

at
la
d
V
as
he
m
ab
ou
tt
he

H
ol
oc
au
st
.T
he
H
ol
oc
au
st
is
pr
es
en
te
d
as
a
un
iq
ue
Je
w
is
h
ev
en
t,
no
t
to
be

co
m
pa
re
d
w
ith

ot
he
rs
.
H
ol
oc
au
st
m
us
eu
m
s
an
d
m
em
or
ia
ls
pr
op
er
ly

be
lo
ng
in
Is
ra
el
in
pa
rt
, i
t i
s
su
gg
es
te
d,
be
ca
us
e
th
e
H
ol
oc
au
st
,t
he
L
an
d
of

Is
ra
el
,
an
d
Z
io
ni
sm

ar
e
in
tr
ic
at
el
y
lin
ke
d.
A
t
la
d
V
as
he
m
,
th
e
im
ag
e

em
ph
as
is
ed
an
d
th
e
m
yt
h
cr
ea
te
d
is
th
at
of
he
ro
es
an
d
m
ar
ty
rs
:
vi
ct
im
s

ar
e
in
ap
pr
op
ri
at
e
to
th
at
im
ag
e.

T
he
vi
ew
pr
es
en
te
d
is
al
m
os
t
to
ta
lly
hi
st
or
ic
al
w
ith

a
he
av
y
em
ph
as
is

on
co
lle
ct
in
g
ar
ch
iv
al
do
cu
m
en
ta
tio
n
an
d
pr
od
uc
in
g
ed
uc
at
io
na
lm
at
er
i

al
s.
Fo
r
ex
am
pl
e,
la
d
V
as
he
m
ha
s
a
nu
m
he
r
of
po
st
er
se
ri
es
th
at
it
se
lls
to

te
ac
he
rs
.
T
he

st
or
ie
s
ar
e
fr
am
ed

to
su
pp
or
t
th
e
do
cu
m
en
ta
tio
n
ra
th
er

th
an
th
e
ot
he
r
w
ay
ro
un
d
(Y
ou
ng
,
19
93
:
24
3)
.T
he
ve
rs
io
n
of
th
e
N
az
i

ge
no
ci
de

is
pr
es
en
te
d
in
a
m
an
ne
r
th
at
do
es
no
t
in
vi
te
qu
es
tio
ns
or
d
is

cu
ss
io
n,
si
nc
e
th
e
tr
ut
h
an
d
hi
st
or
ic
au
th
en
tic
ity
ar
e
pr
es
um
ed

to
be
se
lf-

ev
id
en
t
in
th
e
di
sp
la
ys
an
d
th
e
pr
ep
on
de
ra
nc
e
of
ar
ch
iv
al
do
cu
m
en
ta

ho
n
av
ai
la
bl
e.

la
d
V
as
he
m
pr
od
uc
es
on
e
na
rr
at
iv
e
fo
r
ho
m
e
co
ns
um
pt
io
n
pr
om
ot
in
g

Z
io
ni
sm
,
an
d
an
ot
he
r
eu
lo
gi
si
ng

th
e
vi
ct
im
s
fo
r
su
pp
or
t
(o
r
sy
m
pa
th
y)

am
on
g
no
n-
Je
w
s
ab
ro
ad
.
Fo
r
ex
am
pl
e,
la
d
V
as
he
m
ha
s
a
nu
m
be
r
of

po
st
er
se
rie
s
th
at
it
se
lls
to
te
ac
he
rs
,
sc
ho
ol
s
an
d
th
e
pu
bl
ic
.
T
he
th
em
es

ch
os
en
ar
e
st
an
da
rd
:
fr
om

le
ga
l
ex
cl
us
io
n,
to
ex
te
rm
in
at
io
n,
to
lib
er
at
io
n.

T
he
te
ac
he
rs
’
m
at
er
ia
ls
, a
s
w
el
l
as
th
e
ca
pt
io
ns
on
th
e
po
st
er
s,
ar
e
in
se
v

ho
w
ev
et
is
pr
od
uc
ed
on
ly
in
H
eb
re
w

1

M
em
or
y,
A
ut
he
nt
ic
ity
an
d
Re
pl
ica
tio
n
of
th
e
Sh
ai
l,
11
19

sh
ow

th
e
H
ol
oc
au
st
no
ta
s
th
e
en
d
of
so
m
et
hi
ng

—
lik
e
th
e
ot
he
r
po
st
er

se
ts

—
bu
t
as
a
be
gi
nn
in
g.
Si
m
ila
rly
,i
n
te
xt
bo
ok
s
on
e
se
es
a
di
ff
er
en
ce
in

m
at
er
ia
ls
fo
r
ex
te
rn
al
,a
nd
fo
rh
om
e
co
ns
um
pt
io
n.
T
ho
se
fo
re
xt
er
na
lc
on

su
m
pt
io
n
st
re
ss
th
e
tro
pe

of
th
e
vi
ct
im

—
m
ise
ry
,d
es
pa
ir
an
d
da
rk
ne
ss
.

Th
os
e
fo
r
ho
m
e
co
ns
um
pt
io
n
str
es
s
st
re
ng
th
,h
ar
di
ne
ss
an
d
lig
ht
.

T
he
th
ou
sa
nd
s
of
st
ud
en
ts
th
at
at
te
nd

th
e
‘l
ad

V
as
he
m
Sc
ho
ol
fo
r

H
ol
oc
au
st
St
ud
ie
s’
do

so
as
a
re
qu
ir
em
en
t
of
th
e
st
at
e
ed
uc
at
io
n
sy
st
em
;

so
ld
ie
rs
fr
om

th
e
Is
ra
el
i
D
ef
en
ce
Fo
rc
e
al
so
at
te
nd
.
T
he
m
ili
ta
ry

is
al
so

us
ed
as
gu
id
es
an
d
te
ac
he
rs
at
la
d
V
as
he
m
.D
re
ss
ed
in
fa
tig
ue
s,
th
es
e
so
l

di
er
s
—
us
ua
lly
w
om
en

—
le
ad
gr
ou
ps
of
yo
un
g
Is
ra
el
is
(a
nd
m
em
be
rs
of

no
n-
Is
ra
el
i
Je
w
ish

yo
ut
h
gr
ou
ps
)
th
ro
ug
h
th
e
m
us
eu
m
an
d
gr
ou
nd
s
of

Ya
d
V
as
he
m
.
In
20
00
,
a
sp
ec
ia
l
of
fic
e
w
as
es
ta
bl
is
he
d
in
th
e
Pe
da
go
gy

C
en
tr
e
th
at
ho
us
es
a
un
it
of

—
m
os
tly
w
om
en

—
so
ld
ie
rs
,
w
ho
or
ga
ni
se

ed
uc
at
io
na
l
ex
hi
bi
ts
an
d
ex
er
ci
se
s
fo
r
sc
ho
ol
ch
ild
re
n
th
ro
ug
ho
ut
Is
ra
el
.

Th
ey
go
to
sc
ho
ol
s—
in
m
ili
ta
ry
un
ifo
rm
st
ot
in
g
m
ac
hi
ne
gu
ns

—
an
d
te
ac
h

ab
ou
tt
he
Fi
na
lS
o
lu
ti
o
n
.
M
us
tw
e
no
ta
sk
w
ha
tm
es
sa
ge
s
th
es
e
yo
un
g
st
u

de
nt
s
ge
tf
ro
m
su
’
ii
pr
es
en
ta
tio
ns
?

T
he
in
si
st
en
ce
on
pr
es
en
tin
g
th
e
de
st
ru
ct
io
n
of
E
ur
op
ea
n
Je
w
ry
in

te
rm
s
of
he
ro
is
m
an
d
re
si
st
an
ce

is
de
fe
nd
ed

in
te
rm
s
of
th
e
ne
ed

fo
r
an

as
se
rt
iv
e
an
d
de
fi
an
t
se
lf
-i
m
ag
e
as
be
fi
tti
ng

a
w
ar
ri
or
na
tio
n
un
de
r

th
re
at
of
an
ni
hi
la
tio
n.
‘N
ev
er
ag
ai
n’

is
pr
es
en
te
d
in
th
is
co
nt
ex
t
as
fir
st

an
d
pr
im
ar
ily

sp
ec
if
yi
ng
Je
w
s.
T
he
ex
pe
ri
en
ce
of
th
e
H
ol
oc
au
st
is
p
o
r

tr
ay
ed
as
th
e
pr
ec
on
di
tio
n
an
d
ne
ce
ss
ar
y
ev
en
t
th
at
se
cu
re
d
th
e
bi
rt
h
of

th
e
na
tio
n.
T
he
pe
rp
et
ra
to
rs
of
th
e
ev
en
t
ar
e,
fo
r
th
e
m
os
t
pa
rt
,
id
en
ti

fl
ed
an
d
co
nt
ai
ne
d
w
ith
in
th
e
im
m
ed
ia
te
gr
ou
p
of
H
itl
er
an
d
hi
s
cl
os
e

fo
llo
w
er
s.
T
he

ex
is
te
nc
e
an
d
es
ta
bl
is
hm
en
t
of
ot
he
r
m
us
eu
m
s
an
d

m
em
or
ia
ls
ou
ts
id
e
of
Is
ra
el
ar
e
pr
es
en
te
d
in
te
rm
s
of
co
m
pe
tit
io
n
fo
r

sc
ar
ce
re
so
ur
ce
s,
un
du
e
du
pl
ic
at
io
n,
an
d
co
nt
ro
l
ov
er
ac
ce
ss
(T
ab
ak
in
,

19
97
:
7)
,
al
th
ou
gh

th
is
at
tit
ud
e
ha
s
be
en
gr
ad
ua
lly
ch
an
gi
ng

in
re
ce
nt

ye
ar
s. Al
l
of
th
is
is
en
tir
el
y
co
ns
is
te
nt
an
d
ap
pr
op
ri
at
e
to
th
e
si
tu
at
io
n
an
d

pu
rp
os
e
of
la
d
V
as
he
m
.W

ha
ti
s
at
is
su
e
he
re
is
th
e
cl
al
m
to
th
e
un
iv
er
sa
l

ap
pl
ic
ab
ili
ty
of
m
et
ho
d
im
pl
ie
d
by
la
d
V
as
he
m
’s
ag
en
da
fo
r
th
e
tra
in
in
g

of
te
ac
he
rs
.
In
re
ce
nt
ye
ar
s
at
te
m
pt
s
ha
ve

be
en

m
ad
e
to
tra
in
Is
ra
el
i-

Pa
le
st
in
ia
n
te
ac
he
rs
at
la
d
V
as
he
m
,i
n
or
de
r
th
at
th
ei
r
st
ud
en
ts
be
be
tte
r

pr
ep
ar
ed

to
ta
ke
th
e
na
tio
na
l
ex
am

on
th
e
H
is
to
ry
of
th
e
H
ol
oc
au
st
fo
r

hi
gh
sc
ho
ol
gr
ad
ua
tio
n.
In
lig
ht
of
th
e
po
lit
ic
al
te
ns
io
ns
,
pa
rt
ic
ip
at
io
n
in

th
is
pr
og
ra
m
m
e
is
pr
ac
tic
al
ly
no
ne
xi
st
en
t.

Th
is
is
ve
ry
m
uc
h
in
co
nt
ra
st
to
th
e
U
ni
te
d
St
at
es
H
ol
oc
au
st
M
em
or
ia
l

M
us
eu
m
-
T
he
es
ta
bl
is
hm
en
to
f
a
H
ol
oc
au
st
m
us
eu
m
in
W
as
hi
ng
to
n,
D
.C
.

re
qu
ir
ed
a
gr
ea
td
ea
lo
fp
ol
iti
ca
lf
la
k
Pr
om
in
en
ti
n
th
e
de
ba
te
of
its
cr
ea
tio
n

w
as
th
e
qu
es
tio
n
of
re
pr
es
en
ta
tio
n

—
ju
st
w
ho
w
as
to
be
re
pr
es
en
te
d,
an
d

ho
w
th
is
w
ou
ld
be
re
pr
es
en
ta
tiv
e
of
q.

U
ni
te
d
St
at
es
.
T
he
re
w
as
an



	
  

12
0

p A
nd
iv
a
Ty
nd
all

th
e
us
e
of
m
ed
ia
,a
nd
m
ed
ia
tin
g
te
ch
no
lo
gy
,a
ll
m
ac
hi
na
te
to
em
ph
as
is
e
a

to
ta
lis
in
g
in
vo
lv
em
en
t r
at
he
r
th
an
an
al
yt
iè
di
sta
nc
e.

At
th
e
U.
S.
m
us
eu
m
,c
ul
tu
ra
lp
lu
ra
lis
m
is
pr
om
ot
ed

in
its
ex
hi
bi
ts
by

th
e
in
cl
us
io
n
of
Ro
m
a-
Si
ns
i,
ho
m
os
ex
ua
ls
,
th
e
m
en
ta
lly

ch
al
le
ng
ed
,
an
d

ot
he
rs
w
ho
w
er
e
ro
un
de
d
up

an
d
m
ur
de
re
d
by
th
e
N
az
is.
Th
e
ed
uc
a

tio
na
la
ge
nd
a
he
re
is
to
as
sis
ts
tu
de
nt
s’
un
de
rs
ta
nd
in
g
of
th
e
ra
m
ifi
ca
tio
ns

of
ra
ci
sm

an
d
ci
tiz
en
s’
re
sp
on
si
bi
lit
y
to
sp
ea
k
ou
t
ag
ai
ns
t
vi
ol
at
io
ns

of
‘c
iv
il
rig
ht
s’
(U
SH
fv
IM
, G
ui
de
lin
es
fo
r
te
ac
hi
ng
ab
ou
tt
he
H
ol
oc
au
st
:
1).

Th
e
ai
m
of
th
e
U.
S.
pr
og
ra
m
m
e
is
to
tra
in
ed
uc
at
or
s
to
he
lp
st
ud
en
ts
to

ex
tra
ct
m
or
al
le
ss
on
s
fr
om

th
e
Sh
oa
h
th
at
un
iv
er
sa
lis
e
th
e
ex
pe
rie
nc
e,
so

th
at
br
oa
de
r
qu
es
tio
ns
ab
ou
t
ra
ci
sm

an
d
na
tio
n
ca
n
be
ex
pl
or
ed
.
A
di
s

cu
ss
io
n
of
th
e
H
ol
oc
au
st
m
ig
ht
be
co
nn
ec
te
d
to
iss
ue
s s
uc
h
as
sla
ve
ry
, t
he

tre
at
m
en
to
f j
ap
an
es
e-
A
m
er
ic
an
s
du
rin
g
W
or
ld
W
ar
II,
th
e
En
ol
a
G
ay
co
n

tro
ve
rs
y,
th
e
tre
at
m
en
t
of
N
at
iv
e
A
m
er
ic
as
,
et
c.
Th
e
su
bt
ex
t
is
th
at
th
e

m
or
al
le
ss
on
s
le
ar
ne
d
fit
a
pa
rti
cu
la
rA
m
er
ic
an
’n
at
io
na
l m
iss
io
n.
Al
l t
hi
s

is
do
ne
w
ith

th
e
hi
gh
es
t
‘D
isn
ey
la
nd
’
in
de
x
of
all
th
e
m
us
eu
m
s
I
ha
ve

st
ud
ie
d.

In
co
nt
ra
st
,t
he
A
nn
e
Fr
an
k
H
ou
se
in
A
m
st
er
da
m
is
st
ar
k
an
d
ba
re
.I
t i
s

di
ff
er
en
t
fro
m
th
e
tw
o
pr
ev
io
us

ex
am
pl
es
,
in
th
at
th
e
m
us
eu
m

is
an

au
th
en
tic
H
ol
oc
au
st
sit
e.
Th
e
m
es
sa
ge

of
th
e
A
nn
e
Fr
an
k
H
ou
se
is
al
so

su
bs
ta
nt
ia
lly
di
ff
er
en
tf
ro
m
th
e
ot
he
rs
,g
iv
en
th
e
re
al
D
ut
ch
am
bi
va
le
nc
e

to
w
ar
ds
in
te
ns
e
na
tio
na
lis
m
.
H
er
e
on
e
fe
els

a
so
rt
of
re
co
nc
ili
at
io
n
of

Eu
ro
pe
an

cu
ltu
re
by

fa
ct
th
at
th
e
H
ol
oc
au
st
is
in
cr
ea
si
ng
ly
ca
st
as
a

Eu
ro
pe
an
ev
en
t a
sm
uc
h
as
a
na
tio
na
lis
to
ne
.

Th
e
A
nn
e
Fr
an
k
St
ic
ht
in
g
is
re
sp
on
si
bl
e
fo
r
th
e
m
ai
nt
en
an
ce
of
th
e

A
nn
e
Fr
an
k
H
ou
se
an
d
its
ed
uc
at
io
na
l
ce
nt
re
,
in
te
rn
at
io
na
l
ex
hi
bi
tio
ns

ab
ou
tA
nn
e
Fr
an
k,
an
d
th
e
pr
od
uc
tio
n
of
an
an
nu
al
jo
ur
na
lf
or
el
em
en

ta
ry
an
d
hi
gh

sc
ho
ol
st
ud
en
ts
.
Th
es
e
ac
tiv
iti
es
su
pp
or
t
a
cl
ea
r
na
tio
na
l

m
es
sa
ge
:t
ol
er
an
ce
.

Pr
es
en
t-d
ay
ra
ci
al
te
ns
io
ns
,h
ow
ev
er
, b
el
ie
th
e
D
ut
ch
m
an
tle

of
to
le
r

an
ce
.T
he
in
flu
x
of
Tu
rk
s,
M
or
oc
ca
ns
,S
ur
na
m
es
,A
nt
ill
ea
ns
,M

ol
uc
ca
ns
,

an
d
re
fu
ge
es
fr
om

Ea
st
er
n
Eu
ro
pe
an
d
th
e
no
n-
in
du
st
ria
lw
or
ld
in
to
th
e

N
et
he
rla
nd
s
ha
s
m
ad
e
po
lit
ic
al
an
d
so
ci
al
lif
e
te
ns
e
th
er
e
in
re
ce
nt
ye
ar
s.

In
re
al
ity
, a
lm
os
th
al
f
of
th
e
ap
pr
ox
im
at
el
y
on
e
m
ill
io
n
m
em
be
rs
of
et
h

ni
c
m
in
or
iti
es
(a
s
es
tim
at
ed
by
th
e
D
ut
ch
go
ve
rn
m
en
t)
ha
ve
D
ut
ch
ci
ti

ze
ns
hi
p,
bu
t a
re
of
te
n
vi
ew
ed

as
ou
ts
id
er
s
to
D
ut
ch
cu
ltu
re
.
Th
e
A
nn
e

Fr
an
k
Jo
ur
na
ls
al
w
ay
s
ha
ve
ph
ot
os
of
A
nn
e
on
th
e
co
ve
ra
nd

a
le
ad
st
or
y

ab
ou
th
er
lif
e
in
hi
di
ng
. T
he
re
st
,h
ow
ev
er
, i
s d
ev
ot
ed
to
iss
ue
s
of
cu
rr
en
t

ra
ci
al
te
ns
io
ns
an
d
to
le
ra
nc
e
fo
r
di
ff
er
en
ce
co
nv
ey
ed

in
br
ig
ht
,
ey
e-

ca
tc
hi
ng
ca
rto
on
s,
pe
rs
on
al
te
en
sto
rie
s,
pu
zz
le
s,
qu
iz
ze
s
an
d
po
p-
cu
l

tu
re
po
st
er
s.

W
hi
le
th
e
A
nn
e
Fr
an
k
H
ou
se
is
a
na
tio
na
lm
us
eu
m
w
ith
un
iv
er
sa
lis
tic

th
em
es
(li
ke
th
e
U
S.
m
us
eu
m
),
it
al
so
co
nn
ec
ts
th
e
le
ss
on
s
of
th
e
A
nn
e

1
r

M
em
or
y,
A
ut
he
nt
ic
ity
an
d
Re
pl
ica
tio
n
of
th
e
Sh
oa
l?
11
21

w
or
ld
as
w
el
l.
In
re
ce
nt
ye
ar
s
th
e
jo
ur
na
ls
ha
ve
be
en
tra
ns
la
te
d
in
to
ah
os
t

of
la
ng
ua
ge
s,
in
cl
ud
in
g
Fr
en
ch
,G
er
m
an
,a
nd
Po
lis
h.

In
ad
di
tio
n,
th
e
A
nn
e
Fr
an
k
H
ou
se
ls
tic
ht
in
g
ha
s
co
ns
tru
ct
ed
th
e
ve
ry

su
cc
es
sf
ul
ex
hi
bi
te
nt
itl
ed
A
nn
e
Fr
an
k
an
d
th
e
W
or
ld
’.
Th
is
to
ur
in
g
ed
u

ca
tio
na
ld
isp
la
y
is
un
iq
ue
in
th
at
it
al
lo
w
s
ea
ch
co
m
m
un
ity
th
at
it
vi
sit
s
to

in
te
rje
ct
its
ow
n
lo
ca
lh
is
to
ry
of
ra
ci
sm
in
to
th
e
‘o
ffi
cia
l’
ex
hi
bi
t.
U
p
to
th
is

po
in
t,
th
e
H
ol
oc
au
st
ha
s
be
en
re
pr
es
en
te
d
in
a
na
tio
na
l
gu
ise

—
w
he
th
er

le
w
is
h
or
se
cu
la
tT
he
D
ut
ch
ex
am
pl
e
ra
is
es
th
e
po
ss
ib
ili
ty
th
at
pe
rh
ap
s
a

ne
w
,
br
oa
de
r,
un
iv
er
sa
lis
tic
-tr
an
sn
at
io
na
l
re
pr
es
en
ta
tio
n
m
ig
ht
be
co
m
e

in
cr
ea
sin
gl
y
im
po
rta
nt
in
th
e
co
m
in
g
ye
ar
s.

T
he
T
ra
ns
na
tio
na
lC
ha
lle
ng
e

Th
e
ra
pi
dl
y
un
ify
in
g
Eu
ro
pe
an
C
om
m
un
ity

is
cu
rr
en
tly
pr
eo
cc
up
ie
d
w
ith

th
e
qu
es
tio
n
of
w
hi
ch
sy
m
bo
ls
or
‘s
ym
bo
lic
ac
tio
ns
’w
ill
br
in
g
th
e
‘C
iti
ze
ns

of
Eu
ro
pe
’
in
to
be
in
g
in
sp
ite

of
th
e
fa
ct
th
at
no

po
lit
ic
al
co
ns
en
su
s
is

ex
pe
ct
ed
w
ith
in
th
e
fo
re
se
ea
bl
e
fu
tu
re
.
Is
su
es
co
nc
er
ni
ng
co
m
m
on
cu
r

re
nc
y,
po
st
ag
e
st
am
ps
,a
nt
he
m
s,
na
tio
na
l
an
d
co
m
m
on

fla
gs
ha
ve
be
en

ho
tly
co
nt
es
te
d.
In
su
ch
an
en
vi
ro
nm
en
t,
th
e
pa
st
ca
n
be
co
m
e
an
ef
fe
ct
iv
e

sy
m
bo
lo
fu
ni
on
.

In
19
89
a
su
m
m
it
w
as
he
ld
in
St
ra
sb
ou
rg
ex
pr
es
sly

to
sp
ee
d
up
th
e
re
al

isa
tio
n
of
a
‘C
iti
ze
n’
s
Eu
ro
pe
’.
Th
e
m
iss
io
n
of
th
e
m
ee
tin
g
w
as
to
cr
ea
te

m
ea
su
re
s
w
he
re
by
‘c
iti
ze
ns
of
Eu
ro
pe
’
w
ou
ld
be
ab
le
to
pe
rc
ei
ve
in
th
ei
r

da
ily

liv
es
ho
w
th
ey
ar
e
bo
un
d
up
w
ith

ea
ch
ot
he
r
as
m
em
be
rs
of
th
e

sa
m
e
en
tit
y.
Th
e
no
tio
n
of
a
co
m
m
on
Eu
ro
pe
an
id
en
tit
y,
th
e
co
m
m
iss
io
n

as
se
rte
d,
w
ou
ld
be
ba
se
d
up
on
di
ve
rs
ity
.R
ac
ia
lt
ol
er
an
ce
is
th
e
ke
y
to
th
e

po
lit
ic
al
sta
bi
lit
y
of
a
un
ifi
ed
Eu
ro
pe
.I
n
th
e
en
d,
th
is
m
ov
e
to
w
ar
d
un
ity

ho
w
ev
er
,
is
la
rg
er
th
an

Eu
ro
pe
.
M
ig
ht
th
e
H
ol
oc
au
st
se
rv
e
to
co
nn
ec
t

Eu
ro
pe
an
va
lu
es
w
ith
ot
he
rW

es
te
rn
na
tio
ns
’
va
lu
e
sy
ste
m
s
in
th
e
fu
tu
re
?

U
lti
m
at
el
y,
it
is
no
ta
qu
es
tio
n
of
w
he
th
er
pe
op
le
ar
e
m
ov
ed
by
a
m
us
e

um
,b
ut
ho
w
th
ey
ar
e
m
ov
ed
.T
o
w
ha
te
nd
s
ha
ve
th
ey
be
en
m
ov
ed
,w
ha
t

hi
sto
ric
al
co
nc
lu
si
on
ha
ve
th
ey
re
ac
he
d,
w
ha
tu
nd
er
st
an
di
ng
an
d
ac
tio
ns

ha
ve
re
su
lte
d
in
th
ei
ro
w
n
liv
es
?
Th
e
re
la
tio
ns
hi
p
of
ci
tiz
en
s
to
th
e
St
at
e
is

de
te
rm
in
ed
th
ro
ug
h
id
eo
lo
gy
an
d
on
e
of
th
e
m
os
ti
m
po
rta
nt
m
ec
ha
ni
sm
s

of
th
at
re
la
tio
ns
hi
p
co
ns
ist
s
of
th
e
co
ns
tru
ct
io
n,
pe
rc
ep
tio
n
an
d
pr
es
en
ta

tio
n
of
th
e
im
ag
in
ed
co
m
m
un
ity
w
ith
in
po
pu
la
r,
po
lit
ic
al
an
d
id
eo
lo
gi
ca
l

di
sc
ou
rs
es
.
Th
e
Sh
oa
h
ha
s
be
co
m
e
su
ch

a
re
fe
re
nc
e.
It
co
ns
ist
s
of
bo
th

im
ag
in
ar
y
an
d
pr
ac
tic
al
el
em
en
ts
th
at
de
pe
nd
up
on

ea
ch
ot
he
r
fo
r
th
ei
r

m
ea
ni
ng
.I
tf
un
ct
io
ns
as
an
ef
fe
ct
iv
e
sy
m
bo
lf
or
th
e
ev
oc
at
io
n
of
,a
m
on
g

ot
he
r
th
in
gs
,p
ar
tic
ul
ar
hi
sto
ric
al
tra
di
tio
ns
in
di
ff
er
en
tc
ou
nt
rie
s.
M
ar
tin

Br
os
za
tw
ro
te
th
at
m
on
um
en
ts
m
ig
ht
no
t
re
m
em
be
r
ev
en
ts
so
m
uc
h
as

bu
ry
th
em

al
to
ge
th
er
be
ne
at
h
la
ye
rs
of
na
tio
na
lm
yt
hs
an
d
ex
pl
an
at
io
ns
:



	
  

12
2

j A
nd
re
a
Ty
nd
al
l

Po
st
sc
ri
pt

Th
e
sy
m
bo
ls
of
th
e
H
ol
oc
au
st
ar
e
ov
er
w
he
lm
in
g
an
d
th
ey
pl
ay
up
on
th
e

em
ot
io
na
l c
on
te
nt
of
ou
rv
er
y
be
in
g.
Si
nc
e
Se
pt
em
be
r
11
20
01
, t
he
w
or
ld

ha
s
be
en
m
ov
in
g
fo
rw
ar
d
in
to
a
ne
w
er
a,
ho
pe
fu
lly
w
el
l e
qu
ip
pe
d
w
ith

dy
na
m
ic
le
ss
on
s
fro
m
th
e
pa
st,
th
at
w
ill
se
rv
e
it
w
el
l
in
di
ffi
cu
lt
tim
es
.

Is
ra
el
, t
he
U
ni
te
d
St
at
es
, t
he
W
es
te
rn
an
d
m
uc
h
of
th
e
no
n-
W
es
te
rn
w
or
ld

no
w
fa
ce
m
an
y
of
th
e
sa
m
e
ch
al
le
ng
es
, d
ile
m
m
as
, a
nd
iss
ue
s
m
et
be
fo
re

in
a d
iff
er
en
t f
or
m
, b
ut
ee
ril
y
w
ith
m
uc
h
th
e
sa
m
e
co
nt
en
t.
H
av
e
w
e
le
ar
nt

an
yt
hi
ng
us
ef
ul
fro
m
de
ca
de
s
of
H
ol
oc
au
st
ed
uc
at
io
n?
D
id
re
m
em
be
rin
g

te
ac
h
th
e
rig
ht
th
in
gs
?

O
ne
th
in
g
w
e
di
d
no
t l
ea
rn
in
m
us
eu
m
s,
no
r t
ea
ch
w
el
l e
no
ug
h,
is
th
at

th
er
e
is
no
Je
w
ish

co
ns
pi
ra
cy
. T
o
th
is
da
y
th
er
e
re
m
ai
ns

—
as
du
rin
g
th
e

Th
ird

Re
ic
h
an
d
ot
he
r p
er
io
ds

—
an
un
dy
in
g
be
lie
f i
n
a
w
or
ld
Je
w
ish
co
n

sp
ira
cy
th
at
un
de
rp
in
s
or
ju
sti
fie
s
fu
nd
am
en
ta
lis
t
po
lit
ic
al
ac
tio
n.
Fr
om

ne
o-
N
az
is,

to
fa
na
tic
Ch
ris
tia
ns
,
to
O
sa
m
a
bi
n
La
de
n,
Sa
dd
am

H
us
se
in

an
d
H
am
as
, p
eo
pl
e
all
ov
er
th
e
w
or
ld
sti
ll
ar
gu
ab
ly
be
lie
ve
an
d
ac
t u
po
n

th
is
m
yt
h.
Th
is
sin
gl
e
id
ea
ha
s
ca
us
ed
fa
r
to
o
m
uc
h
bl
oo
ds
he
d,
de
st
ru
c

tio
n
an
d
di
sc
rim
in
at
io
n.
Th
e
ca
pi
ta
lis
m
-m
od
er
rii
sm
ju
da
is
m
tri
ad

is
an

ol
d
on
e
th
at
co
nt
in
ue
s
to
fe
ste
r.
Th
e
Je
w
as
pe
rp
et
ra
to
r
or
as
vi
ct
im

is
a

hi
gh
sta
ke
s
po
lit
ic
al
im
ag
e
w
ith

re
al
co
ns
eq
ue
nc
es
. I
tc
an
be
se
en
in
th
e

str
ug
gl
es
ov
er
O
ph
ui
s’
s p
ai
nt
in
gs
, e
du
ca
tio
na
l r
ep
re
se
nt
at
io
n,
an
d
ed
uc
a

tio
na
l c
ur
ric
ul
um
, b
ut
als
o
in
th
e
w
ar
ag
ai
ns
t t
er
ro
r.

Th
e
de
ba
te
s
ov
er
a
m
em
or
ia
l i
n
G
er
m
an
y
an
d
th
e
Zi
on
is
t c
on
ne
ct
io
n,

to
ut
ed

by
Ya
d
V
as
he
m
, f
ar
th
er
in
cr
ea
se
th
e
su
sp
ic
io
ns
th
at
H
ol
oc
au
st

ed
uc
at
io
n
its
el
f
is
pa
rt
of

a
Je
w
ish

co
ns
pi
ra
cy

in
fli
ct
ed

up
on

sm
al
l

sc
ho
ol
ch
ild
re
n
in
Fl
or
id
a
an
d
N
ew

Je
rs
ey
, w
he
re
su
ch
ed
uc
at
io
n
is
m
an

da
te
d
by
la
w
.T
hi
s i
s a
tra
gi
c
un
fo
ld
in
g
an
d
a p
ot
en
tia
l s
ile
nc
in
g
of
a s
to
ry

th
at
ha
s
ye
tt
o
yi
el
d
all
its
re
al
be
ne
fit
. I
n
la
rg
e
pa
rt,
H
ol
oc
au
st
m
us
eu
m
s

ar
e
fin
an
ce
d
th
ro
ug
h
pr
iv
at
e
in
di
vi
du
al
s,
G
er
m
an
re
pa
ra
tio
n
m
on
ey
,

an
d
re
st
itu
tio
n
fo
r
sto
le
n
w
ea
lth
.
Th
es
e
m
us
eu
m
s
al
so
re
ce
iv
e
so
m
e

na
tio
na
l a
nd

lo
ca
l f
in
an
ci
al
su
pp
or
t.
Th
e
A
nn
e
Fr
an
k
H
ou
se
, f
or
ex
am

pl
e,
re
ce
iv
es

—
in
lig
ht
of
its
to
ur
is
t
ap
pe
al

—
su
bs
ta
nt
ia
l
co
nt
rib
ut
io
ns

fro
m
th
e
ci
ty
of
A
m
st
er
da
m
. M

us
eu
m
s,
su
ch
as
th
e
H
ol
oc
au
st
M
em
or
ia
l

M
us
eu
m
in
W
as
hi
ng
to
n,
co
ul
d
es
pe
ci
al
ly
ra
ise

an
ey
eb
ro
w
.
Si
tti
ng
ju
st

of
f t
he
N
at
io
na
l M

all
, t
he
pr
oj
ec
t w
on
pr
es
id
en
tia
l a
pp
ro
va
l w
he
n
Jim

m
y

C
ar
te
r
fe
ar
ed
Je
w
s
w
ou
ld
co
ns
pi
re
ag
ai
ns
t
hi
m
in
th
e
N
ew

Yo
rk
pr
es
i

de
nt
ia
l p
rim
ar
ie
s
(L
in
en
th
al
, 1
99
5:
47
—
48
).
Th
e
id
ea
of
a J
ew
ish
co
ns
pi
ra

cy
is
a
sic
kn
es
s
of
th
e
co
lle
ct
iv
e
co
ns
ci
ou
sn
es
s
th
at
th
e
ed
uc
at
io
n
of
th
e

yo
un
g
m
us
t a
dd
re
ss
m
or
e
th
or
ou
gh
ly
, a
nd
, h
op
ef
ul
ly
, m
or
e
un
iv
er
sa
lly

in
m
us
eu
m
s.

It
be
co
m
es
ob
vi
ou
s
fro
m
th
e
pr
es
en
t c
on
fli
ct
an
d
th
e
rh
et
or
ic
it
en
ge
n

de
rs
th
at
th
e
m
es
sa
ge
s
an
d
va
lu
es
es
po
us
ed
at
an
d
by
th
e
U
SH
M
M
, Y
ad

V
as
he
rn
, a
nd
th
e
A
nn
e
Fr
an
k
H
ou
se
ar
e
W
es
te
rn

—
an
d,
fo
r t
he
m
os
t p
ar
t,

r
M
em
or
y,
A
ut
he
nt
ic
ity
an
d
Re
pl
ic
at
io
n
of
th
e
Slr
nw
th

an
d
th
e
va
lu
es
th
at
ac
co
m
pa
ny
its
st
an
da
rd
na
rr
at
iv
e
ar
e
no
t l
ie
rc
ei
ve
d

in
th
e
sa
m
e
w
ay
in
A
fg
ha
ni
st
an
,S
ud
an
,o
r
th
e
oc
cu
pi
ed
Pa
le
sti
ni
an
te
r

rit
or
ie
s,
an
d
pr
ob
ab
ly
ne
ve
rw
ill
be
. S
in
ce
th
e
H
ol
oc
au
st
ha
s
su
ch
im
po
r

ta
nt
im
pl
ic
at
io
ns
fo
r
th
e
St
at
e
of
Is
ra
el
,t
hi
s
di
ffe
re
nc
e
in
hi
sto
ric
al
at
ti

hi
de

is
cr
iti
ca
l.
W
as
th
e
N
ol
oc
au
st
ab
ou
t
a
pe
op
le
w
ho
w
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I dp̈ëE ©kM / Kavvanah: Invocation 19

II dc̈ ¥w £r / ¦Akedah: The Sacri®ce 24
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SOME WORDS ON NIGHTWORDS

1

The Day of Broken Covenants

In the Jewish calendar, there is a day for every purpose under heaven: a day for parody and
a day for penitence, a day for feasting and a day for fasting, a day for reenacting the
Exodus and a day for reliving the Exile. But where, in this orchestrated array of catharsis
and commemoration, is there a day set aside for anger? How can we love God with all our
heart and soul (Deut. 10:12) without a time for sanctioned rage? Can we rejoice before the
Lord, a³rm the covenant between the God of Israel and the People of Israel, if we cannot
acknowledge the broken covenants? A marriage, no matter how solid, cannot be sustained
without the ability to express one's disappointment, without a venue for one's sense of
betrayal. So too the marriage promulgated at Sinai. ``At Sinai we received the Torah,'' the
poet Jacob Glatstein reminds us, ``and in Lublin,'' in the shadow of the Maidanek death
camp, ``we gave it back.'' The destruction of European Jewry is the sign of God's betrayal of
Israel. Yom Hashoah marks the day of broken covenants. It is the day of sanctioned rage
against God.

Once before, the People of Israel stood at this very crossroads. The sin o²erings had just
been abrogated, priests and prophets were silenced, and God's Presence removed from the
Temple in Jerusalem. What did the survivors do? Some, those distant Jews who were far
removed from the catastrophic events and secure in their surrogate temples, went on with
business as usual. Contrariwise, some turned the Destruction into the sum and substance
of their faith; as Mourners of Zion, they donned sackcloth and ashes and ascended to the
devastated Temple mount, there to recite dirges. Still others abandoned Judaism altogether.
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The rabbinic course of action was to recreate Judaism in the wake of the disaster by formu-
lating new laws and gathering new lore.

The Art of Sacred Parody

Rather than allow the Holocaust to become the crucible of Jewish culture, rather than turn
every day in the calendar into a day of national mourning, it is possibleÐand preferableÐto
make Jewish culture the crucible in which all events, no matter how catastrophic, are
reforged. That strategy was employed by some of the Rabbis after the Destruction of the
Second Temple. They found a way of mimicking the sacrilege and channeling Jewish rage
back toward the wellsprings of greatest sanctity. Confront that which is most timeless and
sacred with the evil that your enemies have perpetrated in historical time. Do unto the
sacred texts that which they have done to you. And out of that brutal juxtaposition of
divine promise and historical reality, of prophecy and profanity, a new set of meanings
evolved.

Nightwords is a primer in this art of sacred parody. It brings together the boldest such
symbolic inversions from rabbinic, medieval, and modern literary sources. The oldestÐand
most celebratedÐis from Talmud Gittin 56b:

WHO IS LIKE UNTO THEE AMONG THE MIGHTY (elim), ADONAI [Psalm 89:9]? In the
school of Rabbi Ishmael it was taught: ``Who is like unto Thee among the silent
(illemim), Adonai''Ðsince God sees the su²ering of God's children and remains silent!
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A wordgame? Hardly. These words of the Rabbis border on blasphemy. They give license to
argue with God using God's own words. Here is another, more elaborate example, from the
Midrash on Psalms 19:2:

Rabbi Pin¶as the Priest said: Moses established the order of prayer for Israel when he
said: THE LORD YOUR GOD IS GOD OF GODS, AND LORD OF LORDS, THE GREAT, THE
MIGHTY, THE AWESOME GOD. Jeremiah, in his order of prayer, said: THE GREAT, THE
MIGHTY GOD, but not ``the awesome God.'' Why did Jeremiah say ``The mighty God?''
Because, he explained, even though God saw the children put in chains and the
Temple destroyed, He remained silent; hence it is proper to call God ``mighty.'' But he
did not say ``the awesome God,'' because the Temple was destroyed. For where was
the awe, if enemies came into God's house and were not awed? Daniel, in his order of
prayer, said, THE GREAT, THE AWESOME GOD, but not ``the mighty God.'' Why not?
Because, as Daniel asked: ``When God's children were put in chains, where was God's
might?'' (Trans. William G. Braude)

Jeremiah and Daniel are here recast as radical liturgists who throw back at God the failure
to ful®l the letter of the divine promise to Moses. By the same token, the twelfth-century
poet Isaac bar Shalom built an entire piyyut (liturgical poem) around Rabbi Ishmael's
countercommentary on Psalm 89:9. The full weight of medieval Jewry's historical experience
is brought to bear upon the covenantal promises made to Israel in the TorahÐand subse-
quently broken. In Nightwords, Isaac bar Shalom's ``There Is None Like You Among the
Dumb'' is enlisted to form the backbone of the ``Yizkor'' service. Only the date was
changed, to update the charge.
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Such arguing with God, which the Rabbis called ¶utspah kelapei shemaya, is nowhere more
radically expressed than in the Book of Job. Job is our ®rst modern, the progenitor of Dmitri
Karamazov, of Sholem Aleichem's Tevye, of Kafka's Joseph K. In revising Nightwords for
this, the fourth time, I was fortunate to have at my disposal a spare and vigorous transla-
tion of the Book of Job by my colleague, Raymond P. Scheindlin. Scheindlin's Job brings to
mind the personal testimonies in poetry and prose from the Warsaw, Vilna, Lodz, Cracow,
Bialystok, and Riga ghettos, in which adults protest their innocence and helplessness, chil-
dren are wise beyond their years, and free thinkers turn in desperation and hopeÐto God.
These wartime writings, which make up the authentic core of the literature of the Holo-
caust, pay close attention to the brick walls and barbed wire, to the speci®c terrors of night
and day, to the passage of time, to the growing numbers of the dead and dying, and to the
burden of memory that the survivors will have to carry with them. By using the ¦Amidah (or
Standing Prayer) as the moment of radical self-confrontation, one can recreate the dialogue
of a ghetto Jew caught between a severed past and an unattainable future. Our latter-day
Job, however, does not conclude with a voice that answers from the whirlwind. The whirl-
wind alone is the answer.

It is possible, through sacred parody, to allow for God's presence by categorically denying
God's promise. Thus the fourth ``Invocation'' employs the richly ambiguous Hebrew phrase
yits¦aku ¦al Adonai, which can be translated as ``[each man, woman, and child] shall cry out
against Adonai.'' Once again it is the Rabbis who took the lead in subverting the contextual
meaning of the words. Where God exclaims to Cain in Gen. 4:10, ``kol demei a¶ikha
tso¦akim eilay min ha¥adamah, Hark, your brother's blood cries out to Me from the
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ground!'' the Rabbis read eilai, with an aleph, as ¦alai, with an ¦ayin. ``Your brother's blood
cries out against Me from the ground!'' After all, when one brother murders another, who is
culpable if not the God who created each human in the divine image?

The Exodus, the Holocaust, and Yom Hashoah

Dialogue, voices, questioning, and yes, even orchestrated rageÐall this hearkens back to
the Passover seder. Not coincidentally, Yom Hashoah (or Holocaust Remembrance Week, as
it called in the United States) takes place in the two-week period between the conclusion of
Passover and Israel's Independence Day. It is a period fraught with group memory. Just as
the Exodus requires a seder, a communal retelling of the story, complete with special foods
and songs, there is a felt need for a Holocaust-speci®c ritual to be recited year-in, year-out,
in the presence of one's family, community, synagogue, and church.

The Passover festival was ordained when the People of Israel stood poised between the
ninth and tenth plagues (Exod. 12:14±28). Even while Egypt was being ravaged by the rod
of God's wrath, the celebration of Israel's miraculous rescue was already laid out in bold
detail. For seven days shall the People of Israel eat unleavened bread, all the people, even
the strangers living in their midst; and a paschal lamb shall be sacri®ced and consumed
before sunrise, not just on this night but every year on this night in perpetuity. Much later,
after the Second Temple was destroyed and the Jews were dispersed, the Rabbis entered
the breach and invented the seder as we know it. Doing that which they did bestÐapplying
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the Torah to everyday lifeÐthe Rabbis turned the Passover festival as centered on the
Jerusalem Temple into a ritual drama to be enacted by all Jews, everywhere.

The Jews of later generations are speci®cally enjoined to experience the event as if they
themselves went out of Egypt. How? Not by listening to a rabbi preach, a professor lecture,
or a politician extemporize. Rather, the Exodus is relived by performing a script that was
compiled from many disparate sources and over many hundreds of years.

It is the duty of our generation to create a communal ritual for Yom Hashoah.

The Holocaust as a Paradigm Shift

A ritual for Yom Hashoah must begin with those aspects of the Holocaust that are utterly
unassimilable. Unique to the Holocaust are the mounds of shoes, combs, hair, prostheses,
eyeglasses, and valises belonging to the murdered victims. They bear witness to something
heretofore unknown. Never have the innocent been so systematically stripped of security,
sanctity, property, and sustenance before being stripped of their lives.

Unique to the Holocaust are the tattooed numbers. They represent the permanent branding
of every Jew marked for slave labor and eventual murder. In the writings of Ka-Tzetnik
135633 (Yekhiel Feiner-Dinur), branding becomes a sign of the Apocalypse, beginning with
the Jewish stars and armbands that civilians were forced to wear, and culminating in the
branding of young Jewish women as Feld-huren in Auschwitz. How to live with the shame of
it? How reclaim the status of a holy people when branding of the ¯esh is condemned by
the Torah as a form of idolatry; when all the Torah scrolls have either been burned or made
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into boots; when every prayer shawl was sold or bartered for bread; when the skin of the
victims was used for lampshades?

It is for this reason that Elie Wiesel states, in biblical cadence, ``In the beginning was the
Holocaust.'' He means that the Holocaust signals a rupture in the divine order and in
Jewish self-understanding. If there is to be a sancti®ed life in the wake of this catastrophe,
the people must discover new sources of meaning.

Midrash, Liturgy, Anthology

So the Holocaust resists a single layer of meaning, a single textual tradition. That is why
we call this creative anthology of biblical, rabbinic, medieval, and modern sources a
``midrash.'' In midrash, no single voice is authoritative. No scholar, be he ever so famous,
can provide the de®nitive interpretation. It is a level, and extremely cluttered, playing ®eld.
Each new reading is introduced the same way: ``davar a¶er, and here is something else.''
And if one reading contradicts the other, so much the better. What's more, these insights
and novellae are recorded in shorthand, a mere prÂecis of what must have been a long and
brilliant discourse. The traditional fragmentariness of midrash demands that we ®ll in the
missing context.

The Holocaust is our Text and context; the rabbis and modern writers, our commentators.
Since midrash stems from the fundamental belief that ``text and experience are reciprocally
enlightening; even as the immediate event helps make the ancient text intelligible, so in
turn the text reveals the signi®cance of the event'' (Judah Goldin). If the Holocaust repre-
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sents a new historical archetype, a new order of reality, it must somehow yield its meaning
in ®erce dialogue with received texts. One way to measure the awefulness of this event is
by the number and diversity of the interpretations that it invokes or engenders: the
prophets Isaiah and Ezekiel; Mishnahs Sotah, Kelim, and Berakhot; the medieval chroni-
cles; Kierkegaard, Camus, and Kazantzakis.

Within their new anthological setting, these disparate texts shed some of their old mean-
ings and gain new ones. The biblical ritual of ¶alitsah begins as a denial of responsibility
for one's deceased brother, a denial mysteriously signaled by the removal of one's sandal.
It ends with millions of abandoned shoes and no one to ``establish a name'' for their mur-
dered owners except us, who have just removed our own shoes. Will we deny these
brothers and sisters their names?

The midrashic method a²ords startling insights precisely because it invites the marriage of
irrenconcilable ideas. Nightwords is structured around three such impossible pairings:

ÐGod's command to Abraham to sacri®ce his only son on the altar was enactedÐin God's
absenceÐby every Jewish mother and father who walked to their deaths hand in hand with
their children.

ÐThe Deuteronomic commandment to bind the straps of the te®llin for a sign upon one's
hand is carried out with greatest devotion by those who have a concentration camp number
tattooed on their arm.

ÐAnd the most awe-ful pairing: two maps, one laid upon the other. The ®rst is of the
Israelite camp in the desert with all the tribes neatly arrayed around the Ark of the
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Covenant. The second is of Birkenau, the largest death camp in Europe, with its Family
Camp, Women's Camp, Gypsy Camp, and ``Canada.'' At the center of each of these encamp-
ments is a space where no mere mortal who enters will come out alive, so terrible is the
cloud or Presence housed therein.

Once we are privy to such terrible knowledge, there is danger of succumbing to the Sitra
A¶ra, to the Evil Side of life. The purpose of Nightwords is to give voice to the outrage, to
grant the evil its due, and thereby to contain it. In its sequence and staging, Nightwords
seeks to create a liturgical space in which the community removes its shoes in mourning,
gives voice to its anger and grief, enters vicariously into that Other Time and Place, then
reshapes itself through an assemblage of de®ance, grief, and hope. The last two acts (the
Hallel and Yizkor) are more staightforward, and less jagged than what comes before.

To encompass the entirety of our historical experience, even while cutting the enormity of
Auschwitz down to manageable size, there must be a day set aside for the night, so that
on the morrow, our fractured lives may be sancti®ed anew.

New Languages, New Songs, New Rituals

As the day of broken covenants, Yom Hashoah must stretch the bounds of the ®xed liturgy
beyond traditional limits and languages. Nightwords introduces Yiddish as a language of
public prayer. Much maligned by friend and foe alike, Yiddish has more recently been
enshrined as leshon hakedoshim, the language of the martyrs. But Yiddish can speak both
for the ®ghters and the martyrs. The most famous hymns of the Jewish resistance are
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Mordecai Gebirtig's ``Es brent!'' written in 1936, and Hirsh Glik's ``Zog nit keyn mol!'' writ-
ten in 1943. They bespeak, in Yiddish, a covenantal faith that remained unbroken.

In contrast, the three Yiddish songs that are woven into the text of Nightwords are all in a
minor key, all in the voices of the martyrs. Why has the voice of armed resistance been
suppressed? I have done so in line with two outstanding monuments to the Holocaust:
Rachel Auerbach's ``Yizkor, 1943,'' written in Warsaw six months after the uprising and the
®nal liquidation of the ghetto, and Nathan Rapoport's Warsaw Ghetto Monument, unveiled
in 1948. From Auerbach and Rapoport we learn that a special e²ort is required to mourn
the nameless millions. To bring the martyrs and ®ghters together in a single act of com-
memoration is to invite an invidious comparison between them. It is to imply that those
who went to their deaths without guns in their hands were somehow to blame. But the
dead are blameless! They perished, as Auerbach writes, as if swept away by some force of
nature. While the ®ghters are remembered, each by name and political a³liation, the only
monument to the martyrs are the words that we recite and the songs that we sing in their
spoken language.

The German of Goethe, Heine, and Rilke is another language spoken by the murdered Jews.
German-Jewish creativity is here represented by Martin Buber, Nelly Sachs, and Peter
Weiss. Despite a desire for inclusivity and innovation, however, I could not bring myself to
quote German-language texts other than through the neutral medium of English. Night-
words is about wrestling with the severed past, not restitution.

It is clearly no simple matter to experience the event as if we ourselves went out of Europe.
The only viable model remains the Passover seder. But how much easier it was for the
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Rabbis! The duration, basic narrative, and symbolic foods of the festival were already in
place. The Rabbis' task was to draft a new script, with their favorite cast of characters play-
ing the lead: Rabbi Akiva, Rabbi Tarfon, and other greats of the rabbinical academy. We
who seek to commemorate the Holocaust have far fewer guidelinesÐand many more char-
acters and cultural idioms to choose from.

Nightwords is situated between two di²erent sets of cultural norms. It brings together the
Theater of the Absurd, much in vogue in the years 1965±71 when Nightwords was evolving,
and the culture of contemplative prayer, as practiced by a generation of young American
Jews in Havurat Shalom Community Seminary. The connection between the thirty-six speak-
ing roles and the substance of what they say is mostly ironic, in keeping with the
conventions of absurdist theater, which questions all notions of authority. Thus, a ``Child''
is required to say things that no child in the ``real'' world ought ever to say. The ``Mute'' is
given some of the most eloquent speaking parts.

From the Havurah's license to experiment, to ``reinvent'' Judaism in a more contemporary
idiom, come the boldest moments in Nightwords. Hearing the Scroll of Happenings chanted
to the traditional cantillation of the Torah brings home the elemental horror of the atroci-
ties, the more so when their textual source is revealed to be a medieval chronicle. That all
the participants are left staring at a mound of their own shoes breaks down those emo-
tional barriers that we inevitably erect when we are forced to grapple with something
beyond our comprehension.

But by what authority does one mandate so radical a rite as the Ritual of the NumberÐthe
experiential core of Nightwords? There is none. Some participants will recoil at the colossal
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chutzpah of having each reader inscribe a number on the arm of the person next in line.
What moral presumptuousness to act out becoming an inmate at Auschwitz! There was
serious debate about this prior to the ®rst public reading of Nightwords at Havurat Shalom.
As fate would have it, the reading was attended by a survivor of Auschwitz with a bona ®de
number on his arm. He allayed our fears at service's end. Precisely because the burden of
the number was only vicarious, he was pleased to have shared it with a group of American-
born Jews. Some years later, my colleague Neil Gillman at the Jewish Theological Seminary
had the opposite response. He observed that because of the Holocaust, something so
benign as counting headsÐas when we count the requisite ten Jews for a quorumÐhad
taken on a sinister resonance. Upon discovering the number still inscribed on his forearm
the morning after, he could not decide what to do. Does he wash it o² or leave it on?

As always, the future will decide. It may be that this kind of religious engagement is alto-
gether unworkable outside of North America. Or we may already be living at a time when
religious passion expresses itself best by reclaiming that which carries the stamp of Tradi-
tion.

One thing is certain, however. Should there ever come a time when the sight of a number
branded on human ¯esh does not strike terror in the heart and does not shake the founda-
tions of one's faith, then at such a time the memory of the Holocaust will have died and
the memory of Sinai will have been greatly diminished.

New York City
Shevat, 5760
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