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When you think of 
Israeli current 
events, what words 
come to mind?





21 3Modeling three 
student 

discussions

Addressing 
current events 

with our students

Today’s plan
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resources





Understand the 
tensions within 

each issue

Diversity of 
perspectives Empathy

Helping students form 
their opinions



Current 
events in 
the news

The War in Gaza and the 
Hostages

The Conflict with Iran

Ultra-Orthodox and 
the IDF



The War in 
Gaza and 
the Hostages



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qG2GCmMksNM


http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YPMO50PPvkE


The debate surrounding the hostages 

Redeeming captives is victory for 
the state

With their deaths, they 
commanded us to achieve victory



Should Israel prioritize the destruction of Hamas 
through continuing to apply military pressure? 

-OR-

Should Israel prioritize releasing the hostages 
through a prisoner deal with Hamas?



Victory means
destroying Hamas

No to an irresponsible deal
Israel must not make a deal until it 

has achieved its war objectives 
against Hamas.

Only military pressure will lead to the 
release of hostages.

Releasing terrorists puts Israel at risk 
for future attacks and kidnappings.

Leaving Hamas in power puts 
southern residents in danger and 

risks another Oct. 7th

Victory is returning
the hostages

Hostages first
“Total victory” is the return of the 

remaining hostages.
Despite the danger Hamas poses if 

left in power, “the only way of getting 
all of the 101 Israeli hostages home is 
through an agreement with them.”
Hostages may be in fragile medical 

condition - time is running out
Hamas has executed hostages when 

fearing IDF rescue
IDF has severely reduced Hamas 

capabilities in Gaza and turned its 
attention to the north. Now is the time 

for a deal! 

The debate surrounding the hostages 





➔ Spectrum: Agree/Disagree with 
different statements.

➔ Think/Pair/Share and then 
Mentimeter.

➔ Imagine you are on a Knesset 
committee tasked to submit a memo 
that considers both sides, and then 
take an opinion.

➔ Role play: Ask students to take on 
roles of different stakeholders (Israeli 
government official, family member of 
hostage, IDF officer, resident of the 
South, US ambassador). What do they 
think Israel should do? Then, debrief, 
and consider your own opinion. 

Student 
Assignment 
Examples



What do 
Israelis think 
should be 
the priority? 



Recap 
& reflection

Use different access points (pictures, 
videos) to help students organize 

information.

Use artifacts (Israeli posters) to show both 
sides of an issue

Consider: What do Israelis think? 

Guide students to three dimensional 
opinions

Balancing engagement with humility



The 
conflict 
with Iran



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FSrSpqnk0oo




Was Israel correct to attack Iran or 
should it have avoided a direct attack?

Should Israel have gone even further in 
its attack, striking oil or nuclear sites? 

Or, should Israel have held back its 
attack to avoid retaliation?



Against striking Iran
Escalation risk: A war with Iran could 

trigger a wider regional conflict, 
involving multiple countries, Iranian 

proxies and worsening instability. Iran 
has also threatened to retaliate.

Economic toll: A full-scale war with Iran 
could drain Israel's resources, disrupt its 

economy, and strain its military 
capacity over an extended period.

International backlash: Direct 
confrontation with Iran could isolate 

Israel diplomatically, especially if civilian 
casualties rise, leading to loss of 

international support. The USA 
specifically asked Israel to limit the 

nature of its strikes.

For striking Iran
Eliminate the source: Direct action 
could neutralize the core of Iran's 

support for proxy groups like Hamas & 
Hezbollah, cutting off funding and 

weapons supplies.

Deterrence: A strong response against 
Iran may deter future aggression from 
Iran and its proxies across the region.

Prevent future threats: A direct strike 
could be seen as a preemptive strike 

to prevent Iran from producing further 
ballistic missiles, however this stopped 

short of targeting Iran’s nuclear 
program.

Was Israel correct to strike Iran directly?





Recap 
& reflection

Zoom out and use maps to 
provide context

“Red alert” visual: This decision 
impacts all Israelis directly

Be intentional about how much 
time to devote to this





Ultra 
Orthodox 
& the IDF



Zoom out and give
 historical context



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZtWGYikzXMA


Against drafting Haredim 
Many Haredim fear that the IDF will 
cause young Haredim to become 
less religious. 
The IDF does not accommodate 
Haredi religious needs. 
The IDF lacks the framework to draft 
so many new soldiers with specific 
religious needs.
The Haredim believe that Torah 
learning is just as important to 
Israel’s survival as the military. 

For drafting Haredim 
The IDF needs more reservists to fight 
this war. Current reservists have spent 
months since Oct. 7 in the army and 
need relief. 
It isn’t fair that some people in Israel 
have to serve in the army while others 
don’t. 
It is possible to combine Torah 
learning and army service. The hesder 
program(rabbinical academies that 
combine Torah learning and army 
service) is proof.

The debate surrounding Ultra Orthodox & the IDF



How can the State of Israel balance 
the needs of both its secular and 

religious citizens?   

How can Israel balance being both a 
Jewish and democratic state?

How might citizens balance their 
responsibility to a state with their own 

religious beliefs?

How might Oct. 7th impact the way 
Ultra Orthodox Jews view the State 

of Israel? 

Essential 
questions



Building empathy 
through Israeli culture



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eSvcCHRzzc8




Reflection
What did you find powerful 

about both these clips?

How might you use these two 
clips with your students?



No group is a monolith



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wib2FedT2hA&t=930


What do 
Israelis think? 



Recap 
& reflection

Zoom out for historical context   

Use Israeli culture (television, 
songs) as powerful ways to 

build empathy

No group in Israel is a monolith





Takeaways



1Takeaway #1

Use a variety of mediums





2Takeaway #2

Modeling critical thinking



Read a 
range of 
news media





3Takeaway #3

Learn to teach in two time 
zones





Using The Weekly







Subscribe to 
the Weekly



ConclusionCONCLUSION



Understand the 
tensions within 

each issue

Diversity of 
perspectives Empathy

Helping students form 
their opinions



Q&AQ&A



Sarah Gordon
sgordon@unpacked.education

Thank
you!

Follow us and 
subscribe


