ATi
HADAR

TORAH - AVODAH - HESED

Ships at Sea:

What Anchors the Jewish People in Chaos?

R. Aviva Richman, richman@hadar.org

Jewish Education Project - The Path Forward - Nov 2024

. Two Ships Bound to Each Other and/or Bound to God?

Sifrei Devarim 347

“Together, the tribes of Israel” — when they constitute one unit,
and not when they are divided into many factions, asiit is
written “Who builds His heights in the heavens and His bond on
earth endures" (Amos 9:6).

R. Shimon b. Yohai says: This is analogous to one who brought
two ships, tethering them with ballasts and bars, and set them
in the middle of the sea, and built edifices upon them. So long
as the ships are bound to each other, the edifices endure; once
the ships separate, the edifices no longer endure.

So with Israel: When they do the will of God, [God’s] heights are
in the heavens, but when they do not do God’s will, it is as if
[God’s] structure is set on the earth [=it comes crashing down].
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Midrash Tannaim 33:5

They offered a parable to a king who brought two ships and
connected them one to the other with nails and ballasts and
built a palace upon them. Alal the time that the ships stood the
palace stood. Were the ships to break - the palace would be
destroyed.

So too, all the time that Israel constitutes one unit the reign of
Heaven stands upon them above them, as it says “Who builds
His heights in the heavens and His bond on earth endures.”
(Amos 9:6)
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Il. Power of Peoplehood Take 1 - “Righteous” Like-minded Community

Bemidbar Rabbah 15:18

“Gather to Me” - this is what the verse said: “ “Who builds His
heights in the heavens and His bond on earth endures"

To what is the matter comparable? To a palace that was built
upon ships. As long as the ships are tethered, the palace that is
upon them stands.

So it is: “Who builds His Heights s in the heavens.” God’s
Throne of Glory, as it were, is solidly established on High when
Israel constitutes one unit.

That is why it is stated: “ “Who builds His heights in the
heavens and His bond on earth endures" When? It is when “and
His bond on earth endures.” Likewise it says: “He became king
in Yeshurun [when the leaders of the nation assemble].”

That is why the Holy Blessed One said to Moses: “Gather to
Me.” Why? It is because the assembly of the righteous is a
benefit for them and a benefit for the world.

But the assembly of the wicked is a calamity for them and a
calamity for the world.
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[1l. Power of Peoplehood Take 2 - Heterogeneous Community

VaYikra Rabbah 35:12

“The fruit of a beautiful tree” - this is Israel; just as the citron
has taste and has fragrance, so Israel has people among them
who have Torah and have good deeds.

“Branches of date palms” - this is Israel; just as the date palm
has taste but has no fragrance, so Israel has people among
them who have Torah but do not have good deeds.

“A bough of a leafy tree” - this is Israel; just as the myrtle has
fragrance but has no taste, so Israel has people among them
who have good deeds but do not have Torah.

“Willows of the brook” - this is Israel; just as the willow has no
taste and has no fragrance.

So Israel has people among them who do not have Torah and
do not have good deeds. What does the Holy One blessed be
He do to them? To eradicate them is not possible. Rather, the
Holy One blessed be He said: Let them all be bound together in
a single bundle and they will atone for one another. If you do
so, at that moment, | will be ascendant . That is what is written:
“Who built His Heights in the heavens” (Amos 9:6). When is He
ascendant? When they constitute a single unit, as it is stated:
“His bond on earth endures” (Amos 9:6).
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