
A RELATIONAL APPROACH
TO ISRAEL EDUCATION
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In a Post-October 7 World



What role do you believe relationships play 
in helping students process complex and 
emotionally charged events like October 7?
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EXPLORING RELATIONAL NEEDS

?



What have your learners expressed they need 
most from you in this moment—facts, 
emotional support, or something else? 

How has that informed your approach?
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EXPLORING RELATIONAL NEEDS

?



Some argue that we should focus on clarity 
and education over relationships in a time of 
crisis. What are your thoughts on this tension?
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EXPLORING RELATIONAL NEEDS

?



OUR VISION
Every Jewish young person develops 
a lifelong relationship with Israel 
and Israelis.
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210 PARTNERS
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CREATING A LANGUAGE



● Build confidence in relational 
approaches

● Develop age-appropriate 
strategies

● Strengthen facilitation skills
● Create brave spaces for complex 

conversations

GOALS
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Relational

TEMPLATE TITLEBUILDING OUR APPROACH

Dialogue-Based Critical Thinking



● Connection before content
● Building trust 
● Creating community 
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KEY ELEMENTS:

● Two-way communication
● Active listening
● Productive disagreement
● Clear boundaries

TEMPLATE TITLEDIALOGUE-BASED LEARNING
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● Start where your learners are

● Build on existing relationships 

● Remember less is often more 

● Keep returning to safety 

● Document what works 

● Share successes with 
colleagues!
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THE BEST EDUCATORS 
ARE LIFELONG LEARNERS
Share your experience and insights so 

we may better serve the Israel 
education community.

theicenter.org/survey dan@theicenter.org


