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As we approach the anniversary of the terrible events of October 7th, all of us seek opportunities to be
real about what we feel, about grappling with the hard times that remain since that day, while not giving up on
the hope that has characterized our national identity since its genesis. Out of this sentiment have emerged
many thoughtful works of activism, art, courage, community, perseverance and poetry. In the following text
study Pedagogy of Partnership offers an opportunity for havruta, in the traditional sense as well as the literal
sense of connection, with one another and a modern text which wrestles with the realities we’ve just described.
We wish for its learners that the text study provides a moment of deep listening and meaningful expression, of
learning and nourishment, with which to build ourselves and one another up in the New Year.

Zoom In, Zoom Out Protocol:
Greetings:

1 Greet your partner and take a minute to catch up socially.

2 Choose one person to read the text aloud and welcome the text into the havruta.
Zoom In:

3 Individually, take a few minutes to read through the text on your own and notice (and underline or
highlight) three details that stand out to you.

4 Take turns sharing each detail you have noticed, alternating who is sharing each detail. Discuss each

detail’s possible significance. Remember to use prompts such as I notice..., I think..., and, What do you
think?

Zoom Out:

5 Read the text aloud again as a whole. The partner who did not read the first time should take this turn
to give voice to the text.

6 Discuss the following question: “What does this poem teach us about holding space for difficult
emotions while staying open to what lies beyond them?”

Reflection and Appreciation:
7 Share a word, phrase, or idea that comes from this poem that particularly speaks to you in this moment.

8 Each of you share one thing you appreciated about learning with your partner.
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2T7X NIOX NNN N2Y NN | “Shabbat Candles” by Osnat Eldar’

TN KIAXK NY . X A. When | come into Your chambers?
? NN Will you receive me?
NIMI7n21 DN 70NK I'll be walking awkwardly
D'0IN9N NN 'DITA 7'9N7 WWUNK K7 And won't worry about dropping my candlesticks along
the way
"NYh NN MY 10 A B. You already broke the “Protect” commandment

"M DY 'MXe)
X'NN N2AYN NIRNOT W 1w
7YTN DX NNOX DAY

| am left with the “Remember"
On which are heaped the memories of that Shabbat
When you sealed Your chambers so You wouldn't see

NXIN NY )
YNUn RIY So You wouldn't hear
VTN K7W So You wouldn't know.

Nd7NNN NIYIAY .2

7297 "Ml ¥R NYIA C. For weeks | have been walking,
I'RN7 D'YNN DAY NN An exile in my land and a stranger in my home
"M720W NAn 727D Shabbat candles continue to cast light

Like a shameful customary habit.

N UMM LT
'MNY1 N2NaNN D. Between the revealed and the hidden
X TV 7 Y'Y 7 mnon My soul flickers

""NY"n Naw DX NINKY MIXR ['AThn
Eakigh Bl Erlrany:

N'OXD ,7X¥> NAWN NIX 0'10NY

NNIN DX 1237 NIYNTNY AR T?

Signaling to me that there is still an opening

Inviting me to unite the fragments of the “Protect”
To light the “Remember”

To welcome the Shabbat as a need, an expectation
To make sure that tears do not extinguish the candles
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How we learn is what we lear.

' “Shabbat Candles” by Osnat Eldar is found in the book “Shiva:Poems of October 7 edited by Rachel Korazim, Michael
Bohnen and Heather Silverman, The Institute for Jewish Research and Publications, Cambridge, MA 2024

2 A reference to Song of Songs 1:4 (see “connected texts” section). Throughout the book, a couple in love is presented as
a symbol for God and the Jewish people.

% The words “protect” and “remember” in this poem, are a play on the two versions of the commandment concerning
Shabbat in the Ten Commandments, one indicating “Remember (zakhor) the Shabbat day” (Exodus 20:8) and the other
“Protect/Observe (shamor) the Shabbat day” (Deuteronomy 5:12). The Talmud (Shavuot 20b) famously says God uttered
both words simultaneously.
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Connected texts:

TX DYDY

Song of Songs 1:4

{9} :A120X DY |10 T NN

Draw me after you, let us run!

The king has brought me to his chambers.
Let us delight and rejoice in your love,
Savoring it more than wine—

Like new wine they love you!

2"y Nd naw 'on 712 TMn

Babylonian Talmud, Tractate Shabbat 25b

1Y) DI7YN NITAI” 'NN NIV 'M'Y) 'Y Di7Yn NITAI”
JAYA M) NPT IT NN 2 MK —

“And my soul is removed far off from peace, | forgot
prosperity” (Lamentations 3:17). What is: And my soul is
removed far off from peace? Rabbi Abbahu said: That is
the lack of opportunity to engage in kindling the
Shabbat lights.
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How we learn is what we learn.
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